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Tue, Jan 1, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
SOUCHEZ HUTS 1.1.18 Cold & cloudy. The Battalion has its delayed Xmas dinner in
SOUCHEZ CAMP.

Wed, Jan 2, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
SOUCHEZ HUTS 2.1.18 Fine – a little snow at night. LT. [A.L] MILLS [411169] and 1
O.R. struck off strength.

Thu, Jan 3, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
SOUCHEZ HUTS 3.1.18 Colder – fair & clear freezing hard at night.

Fri, Jan 4, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
SOUCHEZ HUTS 4.1.18 Clear & cold in early morning moderating in afternoon. In the
afternoon the Battalion relieves R.C.R. in the front line leaving LENS JUNCTION by light
railway and as far as RED MILL SIDING in LIEVIN – MAJOR [C.J.T.] STEWART
commanding. Trench strength 28 officers and 455 O.R. No. 3 Co'y on the right of the line
No. 4 on left – both holding the right sub. sector. No 1 & 2 Companies in support in
APPROACH & AGUE trenches. B.H.Q. at M.3.a.4.8. (36.C.S.W.1.)
This was the same front as the Battalion occupied on its last tour and the front line Companies
now disposed in the same way as on that occasion.

Sat, Jan 5, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 5.1.18 Thaw in afternoon. Overcast all day. At 9 p.m. the Enemy attempted a bombing
raid on one of our posts, advancing in two parties of six and four respectively. Our post
opened up on them with rifle fire – when the raiding parties took cover amongst the ruins of
buildings and advanced to within bombing distance when they were dispersed by our stokes
mortars commencing a shoot scheduled for that hour. We inflicted several casualties upon the
enemy and had none among out own men.

Sun, Jan 6, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 6.1.18 Cloudy. very cold in morning – moderating later – rain in evening.

Mon, Jan 7, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 7.1.18 Thaw. Snow rapidly going. Frost in evening. No. 1 & 2 Companies relieve 3 &
4 in the front line.
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Tue, Jan 8, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 8.1.18 Heavy fall of snow clearing in evening.

Wed, Jan 9, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 9.1.18 Heavy snow & wind storm.

Thu, Jan 10, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 10.1.18 Strong wind & thaw – Snow disappears. The Battalion was relieved by R.C.R.
in afternoon moving to support area in LIEVIN.
During this tour 4 – 10 as many as ten patrols were sent out, & which thoroughly patrolled our
side of the LENS – ARRAS road – but none of the Enemy were encountered with the
exception of the bombing raid on the 5th and no identification could be obtained. Our snipers
were fairly active during this tour and made 5 observed hits – whilst the result of 8 other
targets fired at could not be ascertained. Our casualties for the tour were nil.
There was not very much artillery activity on either side.

Fri, Jan 11, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 11.1.18 Wind continues Slight rain in morning. The Battalion is now in Brigade
support. B.H.Q. at M.23.c.-Central. No. 3 Co. has two platoons billeted in the area close to
R.C.R. B.H.Q. – forming a Counter attack party. The other two platoons were billeted in the
vicinity of CROW DUMP and CRAZY REDOUBT. The three remaining Companies back in
LIEVIN around B.H.Q. The Distinguished Service Order was awarded to Capt. J.R.
MACPHERSON [411064] for gallant and efficient service at PASSCHENDAELE on
30.10.17
1 O.R. struck off strength (23.12.17)
Temp. MAJ. (A/Lt. Col) [Agar] A.S.A.M. ADAMSON D.S.O. to be Temp. LIEUT. COL.
(31.Oct.1916.) Temp. MAJOR A. RASMUSSEN resigns his commission on transfer to
American Forces (29.11.17) 10 O.R. taken on strength. 2 O.R. struck off strength.
2 O.R. previously reported wounded now reported Died of Wounds.
Sat, Jan 12, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 12.1.18 Thawing. Fair. 2 men wounded. Nos. 1. 2 & 4 Coy’s supply working &
carrying parties by night. This continued during the period 10 – 16

Sun, Jan 13, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 13.1.18 Clear fine & frosty. Capt. M. TENBROEKE [M. TEN BROEKE 51456]
awarded the MILITARY CROSS. No. 1641 C.S.M. BAKER C awarded the
DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL. Temp. LIEUT G.M. SMITH M.C. to be Temp.
Capt. and to remain seconded 31.Oct.1917. Temp. LIEUT. (A./Capt.) M. TENBROEKE
M.C. to be Temp. Capt. 31.10.17. LIEUT G.G. REYNOLDS and J.N. EDGAR [507] to be
Temp. Captains (31.10.17).
Hon. Capt. R.S. LAKE transferred to England & posted to E.O.R.D. Seaford (29.12.17). 3
O.R. struck off strength – 1 O.R. reported wounded 30.10.17 now reported Died of Wounds
28.12.17
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Mon, Jan 14, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 14.1.18 Cold – Heavy snowfall.

Tue, Jan 15, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 15.1.18 Heavy rain & wind storm all day & night.

Wed, Jan 16, 1918 LIEVIN, FRANCE
Lievin 16.1.18 Heavy wind. Raining in morning. The Battalion moves into front line – No’s
3 & 4 Coy’s occupying the front line as before

Thu, Jan 17, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 17.1.18 Rain.

Fri, Jan 18, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 18.1.18 Rain in a.m. wind at night.

Sat, Jan 19, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 19.1.18 Dull - windy.

Sun, Jan 20, 1918 WESTERN OUTSKIRTS OF LENS, FRANCE
Lievin 20.1.18 Dull & windy. The Battalion comes out to SOUCHEZ Huts in the evening –
being relieved by the 102nd Battn. Very good relief.
During the above tour 17-20 patrols were sent out every day. The snipers were given many
targets to shoot at, on the first day, and as a good many observed hits were made on these
targets – the enemy kept low during the balance of the tour. FOSSE ST LOUIS appeared to be
occupied in fairly large numbers by the enemy in spite of a 6" artillery shoot directed against
it [inserted: on] the 16th. A considerable quantity of wire was placed out in front of our
outpost line during this tour. On the morning of the 19th a German was killed while
approaching our front line and in this manner we secured identification of the Regiment
opposite to us (99 R.I.R.) [99 Reserve Infantry Regiment]
The tour, though the shortest was the most trying yet experienced on the LENS sector as the
heavy rains whilst the Battalion was in support caused the trenches to collapse and the mud
and water in places was waist high. These conditions had slightly improved on the night of
relief 19/20.
There were no casualties on this tour
[inserted: except 1 O.R. died of wounds 19.1.18.]

Mon, Jan 21, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
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SOUCHEZ 21.1.18 Dull & windy. Battalion in Souchez huts.

Tue, Jan 22, 1918 SOUCHEZ AREA, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 22.1.18 Dull with some fine intervals turning to heavy rain in
evening. Battalion moves from SOUCHEZ huts to hut camp in BOIS DE FROISSART near
HERSIN – Transport lines move from FOSSE 10 to COUPIGNY. The G.O.C. 3rd Can.
Division 7th C.I.B. forwarded a letter of ap which he had received from the G.O.C. 3rd Can.
Div. conveying his appreciation of the patrol work carried on the Brigade front.
The award of Dist. [Distinguished] Conduct Medal to 1116 C.S.M. C. PEACOCK cancelled
and award of MILITARY MEDAL substituted. 10 O.R. taken on strength & 9 O.R. struck
off.

Wed, Jan 23, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 23.1.18 Cloudy. Baths at AIX NOULETTE

Thu, Jan 24, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 24.1.18 Cloudy. Wiring parties 10 O.R. struck off strength.
Company training by Cos. rest engaged in wiring.

Fri, Jan 25, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 25.1.18 Mist in morning clearing to bright clear day – cold at night.
Company training.

Sat, Jan 26, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 26.1.18 Mist in early morning clearing to bright fine day Company
having Church Parades Training.

Sun, Jan 27, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 27.1.18 Mist in early morning – clearing to bright fine day clothing
disinfected.

Mon, Jan 28, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 28.1.18 Fine & clear. Cold at night. Clothing disinfected. 10 O.R.
taken on strength (26th) LIEUT C.K. McRorie [21867] from B.H.Q. to 2 Coy. 120 O.R.
taken on strength from 3rd Div. Wing.

Tue, Jan 29, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 29.1.18 Fine & clear. Gas drill. Bombing L. G. [Lewis Gun] Platoon
in attack Extended order – training.
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Wed, Jan 30, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 30.1.18 Fine & clear. Musketry and other training per syllabus.
Sports in afternoon.
The Victoria Cross awarded to Sergt. G. Harry MULLIN [51339]* for gallant behaviour at
PASSCHENDAELE in capturing a commanding pill box single handed. This strong point
was causing heavy casualties. He also rushed a sniper’s post destroyed the garrison with
bombs crawled on the pill box shot the two machine gunners and captured the garrison of ten.
His clothes were shot through in this enterprise.
2 O.R. taken on strength.
*[on hyperlink please scroll down past Lieut H.M. McKenzie to G.H. Mullin entry].

Thu, Jan 31, 1918 AREA SOUTH OF HERSIN, FRANCE
BOIS DE FROISSART 31.1.18 BOIS DE FROISSART 31.1.18 Cold. Foggy all day.
Training per syllabus.
4 O.R struck off for p Commissions.

[Note transcriber: during January 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]

Fri, Feb 1, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 1.2.18 White frost & fog – cold at night. The Battalion is inspected by
G.O.C. [Brigadier-General H.M. Dyer] 7th C.I.B. 1 O.R. taken on strength.

Sat, Feb 2, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 2.2.18 Fair. No.1 & 2 Co. on wiring parties. No. 3 & 4 training &
Instruction. The G.O.C. 7th Brigade writes that he was very pleased with his inspection of
yesterday and specially struck with the spirit of the men. He found the turn out of the
Transport section excellent and the Cook Kitchens in very good condition.
Lieuts A.C. WHITE M.C. [51266] (4 Co’y) & B.K. SNIDER[1624] rejoin from 3rd Div.
Wing C.C.R.C. 1 O.R. off strength.

Sun, Feb 3, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 3.2.18 Fair in morning clouding up in afternoon. Church parade. Officers
reconnoitre Blue line.

Mon, Feb 4, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 4.2.18 Bright & fine in morning. No. 4 Co. wiring. The remainder attend a
demonstration by special platoon from 3rd Can. Div. Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp]

Tue, Feb 5, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
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Bois de Froissart 5.2.18 Mild & fine. Drill & Training. The Belgian CROIX DE GUERRE
awarded to 792 C.S.M. SPURGEON C. and Belgian DECORATION MILITAIRE to 23709
Pte(A/Cpl) TURCOTTE J.A.. 3 O.R. taken on strength

Wed, Feb 6, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 6.2.18 Cloudy & mild. Rain at night. 10 platoons from 1. 2. & 4 Co’y
wiring. 4 O.R. taken on strength
LIEUT E.M. JACQUES invalided to England

Thu, Feb 7, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 7.2.18 Mild. Rain & wind. Battalion carries on Specialist Training. 1 O.R.
taken on strength.

Fri, Feb 8, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 8.2.18 Dull with some rain in a.m. clearing in afternoon. 8 platoons wiring.
Remainder at musketry. 21 O.R. taken on strength. 2 O.R. reported missing after 30.10.17
now reported killed in action.

Sat, Feb 9, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 9.2.18 Colder - cloudy. fair in p.m. Musketry & route march. 1 O.R. died.
[Pte Kirby W. 51291 died of heart failure, age 43]

Sun, Feb 10, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 10.2.18 Cloudy - clearing to fine in p.m. church parade. 1 O.R. joins from
L.O.C. [Lines of Communication]

Mon, Feb 11, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 11.2.18 Cloudy & cool. Platoon tactical training – Battalion Drill. Sergt
WHITE E.L. No. 51493 appointed Regimental Quartermaster Sergeant vice R.Q.M.S.
DONALD J. [G. 43] to England (30.12.17). CAPT. G.G. REYNOLDS from B.H.Q. to No. 2
Co. LIEUT C.C. ROBINSON to be Signalling Officer.

Tue, Feb 12, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 12.2.18 Cloudy & overcast. Co'y route marches with Box Respirators.
Baths. 1 O.R. taken on strength.

Wed, Feb 13, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 13.2.18 Rain. No parades. 7 O.R. rejoin.
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Thu, Feb 14, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 14.2.18 Cloudy & mist. Battalion carries out tactical scheme. 2 O.R. taken
on strength & 2 struck off. Capt. J.R. MACPHERSON [411064] detained in ENGLAND
whilst on leave & detached to E.O.R.D. 28.1.18.

Fri, Feb 15, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 15.2.18 Damp & cold in a.m. clearing at night in evening with frost.

Sat, Feb 16, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 16.2.18 Cold & Bright. In the early morning the Battalion carries out a
scheme of attack assembling at BOUVIGNY-BOYEFFLES falling in at 2 a.m. 1 O.R. struck
off.

Sun, Feb 17, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 17.2.18 Bright & clear with hard frost in morning. Cold all day. No church
parade owing to Enemy shelling in vicinity of Church Hut in COUPIGNY. 1 O.R. taken on
and 2 struck off strength. LIEUT. L.E.L. KOELLE [surname changed to HARVEY in 1918]
invalided to England. (11.8.18)

Mon, Feb 18, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 18.2.18 Bright clear & frosty. Whole battalion wiring

Tue, Feb 19, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 19.2.18 Bright clear & cold. Colour parade and [inserted: Colour Parade]
Training

Wed, Feb 20, 1918 HERSIN AREA, FRANCE
Bois de Froissart 20.2.18 Milder. Heavy rain & windstorm in evening. No. 2 Coy. goes to
AUCHEL for Course. Colour Parade Tactical training - gas Drill and Company drill. 15 O.R.
granted 3 mn [months] leave to Canada.

Thu, Feb 21, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
Cellars Camp 21.2.18 Cloudy in early morning clearing to fine bright day. The Battalion
moves to CELLARS CAMP at NEUVILLE ST VAAST leaving 8.15 a.m. arriving 12.15 p.m.
Transport moves to DALY CAMP on MT. ST. ELOI ROAD. LIEUT. A.R. CHIPMAN
rejoins from C.B.D. [Canadian Base Depot] 21-2-18.

Fri, Feb 22, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 22.2.18 Cloudy & windy. Working parties & Company training.
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Sat, Feb 23, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 23.2.18 Bois de Froissart 23.2.18 Cloudy – no wind. Working parties.
No. 1 Co’y is attached to Engineers at PETIT VIMY for work E. of VIMY RIDGE. 1 O.R.
taken on and 4 struck off strength.

Sun, Feb 24, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 24.2.18 Cloudy with slight showers. Church parade. 10 O.R. taken on
strength. 1 struck off.

Mon, Feb 25, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 25.2.18 Rain in morning clearing to fine in evening. Company training
working parties. 6 O.R. taken on & 1 struck off strength

Tue, Feb 26, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 26.2.18 Fine & white frost in morning. Cloudy at night. 1 O.R. taken on
strength.

Wed, Feb 27, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 27.2.18 Cloudy. Rain in evening. Working parties.
The VICTORIA CROSS is awarded to LIEUT. H. MACKENZIE D.C.M. [1158] late Can.
MACHINE GUN Co (formerly P.P.C.L.I.) for gallant behaviour in the PASSCHENDAELE
Engagement of 30.10.1917 when he assumed command of No. Co’y after all its officers had
become casualties and rallied the Co. taking their objective.

Thu, Feb 28, 1918 NEUVILLE ST VAAST, FRANCE
CELLARS CAMP 28.2.18 Fine - with slight sleet showers. Working parties and Company
Training. MAJOR M.S. McDOUGALL [E.S. McDougall] struck off strength on proceeding
to England to report for duty at at Can. Training School BEXHILL.
3 O.R. taken on strength.

[Note transcriber: during February 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]

Fri, Mar 1, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 1.3.18 Snow showers - bright at intervals. The Battalion moves to
SUBURBAN Camp at VILLERS AU BOIS in morning.

Sat, Mar 2, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 2.3.18 Overcast cold. Company training. LIEUT. C.A. GRANT rejoins
battalion. (1.3.18). 1 O.R. taken on strength
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Sun, Mar 3, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 3.3.18 Cloudy - thawing. Church parades. 7 O.R. taken on strength.
PRINCESS PATRICIA of CONNAUGHT is appointed by His MAJESTY Honourary
Colonel in Chief of the Battalion. (22.2.18) The following telegram was sent by the Officer
Commanding

“Your Regiment having just learned of the great honour His MAJESTY THE KING
has conferred upon us, in appointing you our Colonel in Chief, wish to immediately acquaint
you with the happiness this has caused amongst all ranks and to express our unceasing loyalty
and devotion.”

Mon, Mar 4, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU bois 4.3.18 Mist & fog all day. The Battalion attends a demonstration of
Tanks in the attack at BERTHONVAL Wood.

Tue, Mar 5, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU bois 5.3.18 Fair Drill & Training. 45 O.R. join the Battalion. The following
telegram was received from The Princess Patricia “Please thank all ranks for kind telegram. I
am most proud and pleased at the honour of being appointed your Honourary Colonel-in-
Chief and send greeting to you all.”

Wed, Mar 6, 1918 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 6.3.18 Fine and bright. Training Companies in Tank formation & drill.
Lecture on use of Ammonal tubes. The Battalion moves in the afternoon to ANXIOUS
Trench (B.H.Q.) and neighbourhood being in Right Support & relieving the 52nd Battn. in
right support of AVION SECTOR. No 1 Coy & B.H.Q. by road and remainder of Battalion
from DINKYVILLE Jc. (x.13.b.4.3) to LENS J.c (x.11.d.9.3.) by train and rest of way by
road. The move was carried out in afternoon & evening. B.H.Q. (S.6.c.1.8.) No. 3 Coy.
S.12.b.75.25. LENS – ARRAS Rd. No. 1 & 4 Co. S.12.b.3.5. Red Trench.- No. 2 S.[T.]
8.a.50.65 in Railway Embankment. 49th Battn. in left Support – 5th Brigade on right.

Thu, Mar 7, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 7.3.18 Fine & bright. Working parties. 9 O.R. taken on & 4 struck off
strength.

Fri, Mar 8, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 8.3.18 Fine & bright. Cool in evening. Working parties

Sat, Mar 9 to Mon, Mar 11, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION),
FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 9.3.18 to 11.1.18 Fine bright weather - visibility poor. Situation quiet
Working parties.
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Tue, Mar 12, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 12.3.18 Fine - bright - clearer. In the night the Battalion relieves the
R.C.R. in the Front line, right AVION subsector. B.H.Q. in BEAVER TRENCH. CAPT. ST.
C. DUNN [Capt C. St. Clair DUNN, CAMC] & 1 O.R. were killed in front line area on
9.3.18. Enemy shelled during relief rather heavily - with some gas shells. 1 O.R. Killed & 1
gassed.

Wed, Mar 13, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 13.3.18 Bright cloudless day. Little Enemy activity. Several patrols were
sent out - found our own wire very heavy difficult to get through in places - but in other spots
badly cut by shell fire. No Enemy encountered. Some enemy T.M. & artillery work in
afternoon & evening. Several enemy planes cross our lines but driven off almost immediately
by M.G. fire.

Thu, Mar 14, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 14.3.18 Rain in early morning clearing later in a.m. Increased hostile
T.M. and artillery activity - gas shells - An enemy plane tried twice to cross our line but was
driven off by our M.G. & rifle fire Enemy have (?) balloon sent over our lines. A patrol was
sent out to examine several trenches in front of our position and found them deserted. 6 O.R.
join Battalion. Capt. A.G. Thomson (C.A.M.C.) temporarily attached as M.O.

Fri, Mar 15, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 15.3.18 Fine bright & cold. Enemy batteries active throughout the
morning - quiet remainder of day. Our batteries very active and very effective barrage laid
down on Corps front for 5 C.M.R. bar raid. Our aircraft very active - only one enemy plane
observed crossing our line & driven back at once. Numerous patrols were sent out during day
and in the early morning Lt [A.C.] White [51266] and a party placed two ammonal tubes in
Enemy wire which were exploded to divert attention from a raid which was put on by 5
C.M.R. on our right. We had no casualties. No enemy encountered by our patrols. The enemy
put over a number of gas shells (10 C.M. & T.M.) during evening.
In the feint attack before spoken of in addition to the ammonal tubes - 50 dummy figures were
put out by us. These with the explosion of the ammonal tubes caused the enemy’s S.O.S. to be
sent up on our front first. A machine gun opened up on the dummies causing 38 'casualties'
among them. [inserted: A congratulatory telegram was sent to PRINCESS PATRICIA on her
birthday.]

Sat, Mar 16, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 16.3.18 Fine & bright. Enemy artillery active - ours also. Little hostile
aerial activity. 2 of our planes - R.E. 8’s, were shot down - 1 behind German lines & 1 in our
wire. We sent out an officer’s party and brought in the pilot & observer – 1 of whom was
wounded.
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Sun, Mar 17, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 17.3.18 Fine visibility better somewhat cloudy in afternoon. Enemy
aeroplanes more active but few cross our lines. 1 Officer & 6 O.R. cut their way through
hostile wire & entered enemy’s first line trench - two men encountered who ran when fired at.
1 man of raiding party killed.

Mon, Mar 18, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 18.3.18 Fine & bright. Quiet. 31 O.R. taken on strength LIEUT H.M.
DOUGLAS [McG 263] struck off strength invalided - & 1 O.R.

Tue, Mar 19, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 19.3.18 Rain in morning - continues all day. The Battalion is relieved in
Front line by R.C.R. and moves back to right support in old positions. B.H.Q. at S.6.c.1.8.

Wed, Mar 20, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
BEAVER TRENCH 20.3.18 Rain in morning clearing in afternoon. Working parties. The
following message was sent to H.R.H. Princess Patricia on 15/3/18.
“All ranks join in wishing you many happy returns.”
The following reply has been sent “Grateful thanks to all ranks for good wishes.”
31 OR’s taken on strength and 6 O.Rs struck off strength.

Thu, Mar 21, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 21.3.18 Weather fine and clear. Battalion on working parties in front
line.

Fri, Mar 22, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 22.3.18 Weather fine Situation quiet. Working parties in front line
and in salvage

Sat, Mar 23, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 23.3.18 Fine & clear. Situation quiet. Working parties in front line

Sun, Mar 24, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 24.3.18 Fine situation quiet working party

Mon, Mar 25, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF LA COULOTTE (AVION), FRANCE
DORIS 25.3.18 Fine & clear. Situation quiet. Battalion relieved R.C.R. in front line Battalion
Hdqrs. T.8.D.5.7. Battalion frontage extended to the right.
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Tue, Mar 26, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS 26.3.18 Fine & clear. Enemy quiet. Our heavies active throughout the day. Hostile
shelling light. Numerous small parties of enemy seen around trenches & dispersed by our fire.

Wed, Mar 27, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS TRENCH 27.3.18 Fine and clear towards evening. Enemy very quiet. Our artillery
active during the night. Battle patrol of 1Officer and 11 O.Rs with Lewis Gun from 1 a.m. to
3 A.M. No signs of enemy. A patrol of 1 Off. and 12 O.Rs patrolled our front in T 4c but had
nothing to report.

Thu, Mar 28, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS TRENCH 28.3.18 Very cold and raw. Rain in the evening. Hostile artillery active in
evening. A patrol of 1 Officer and 10 O.Rs went out at 1 AM and fired Stokes gun on enemy
machine gun positions.

Fri, Mar 29, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS TRENCH 29.3.18 Windy and raw. Situation quiet heavy artillery fire on back areas
in the evening. 15 O.Rs taken on strength. LIEUT’S MILNE A.R. [410955] McRORIE C.K.
[21867] PULEY P.M. [18233] and 5 O.R's struck off strength.

Sat, Mar 30, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS TRENCH 30.3.18 Raining all day. Situation quiet.

Sun, Mar 31, 1918 DORIS TRENCH, FRANCE
DORIS TRENCH 31.3.18 Fine and windy. Battalion relieved by R.C.R. and moved into
Brigade Reserve.

[Note transcriber: until March 22, 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson. He was struck off strength as medically unfit and he was
succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel C.J.T. Stewart March 30, 1918]

Mon, Apr 1 to Sat, Apr 6, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH April 1 to April 6 The Battalion was relieved in the Front line by the
R.C.R. returning to support on the night of March 31 - April 1. No 1 Co. in GERTIE trench 2
Co. in DORIS 3 Co. in RED & 4 Co. at LENS ARRAS Rd & RED TRENCH.
During this tour in supports the situation was quiet except that there was fairly continuous
Enemy shelling at junction of LENS ARRAS road & Red trench and BETTY Sap. The
weather was for the most part fair and the Battalion furnished working parties daily.
On April 5th LIEUT A.R. CHIPMAN was appointed Adjutant (1-3-18) vice Capt L.V.
DRUMMOND-HAY to regimental duty. 19 O.R. taken on strength.
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Capt. J. THOMSON and LIEUT. A.E. POTTS [McG 268] struck off strength to 3 Can. Div.
Wing (31.3.18)
Capt. G.C. McDONALD M.C. rejoined from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement
Camp] [(4-4-18) assumes duties of 2nd i/c of Battalion. 54 O.R taken on strength (5-4-18).
LIEUT. J. T. LOWNSBROUGH [475924] M.C. & M.J. ROBB [261134] struck off strength
(31.3.18). & 1 O.R

Sun, Apr 7 & Mon, Apr 8, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
TRENCHES April 7/8 Battalion relieves R.C.R. in right sub-sector. B.H.Q. at T.8.c.9.5.
Companies same disposition as previously.

Mon, Apr 8 to Fri, Apr 12, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
TRENCHES April 8-12 The Battalion remained in the front line from April 7/8 until April
12. During this tour there was more shelling than on previous tour particularly at the corner of
DORIS & KEANE trenches & the head of Communication trenches. One man was killed.
Patrolling was very active on our part working up to German trenches but enemy not
encountered except on night 10/11 when one of their working parties was badly shot up close
to the enemy wire.
During this tour a Boche aeroplane flying over low our lines was brought down by Lewis gun
fire from the Battalion & fell in No 1 Co. area. We captured the occupants – one wounded
Officer and one N.C.O. unwounded.

Thu, Apr 11 & Fri, Apr 12, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
TRENCHES APRIL 11/12 No 3 Co was relieved by the 49th and went back to RED Trench -
less 1 platoon which went to LA COULOTTE. Clear & bright weather
52 O.R. taken on strength 9.4.18 14 O.R struck off .9-4-18 28-2-18 & 8.4.18

Sat, Apr 13, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 13.4.18 Dull & cold strong wind in afternoon. The Battalion sidesteps
to the left in early morning being relieved by the 4th Division (54 & 75) and relieving the
42nd & being in support to the 49th Battalion forming with it the right boundary of 3rd
Division. The other Battalions [inserted: of the division] being N. of SOUCHEZ River. No. 1
Co. in right Adept Trench No. 2 in Centre Adept No. 4 in left Adept & Brewery at LA
COULOTTE - No. 3 Co Red Trench B.H.Q. at Anxious. 9 Russians (O.R) are struck off
strength & 1 other (11.4.18)

Sun, Apr 14, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 14.4.18 Cold & cloudy with strong wind - working parties.

Mon, Apr 15, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH 15.4.18 Cold & cloudy. Situation quiet. In the night 15/16 the
Battalion relieves the 49th in the front line taking up a position from the River to ACTRESS
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Trench - disposition being as follows: - 1-2-3-4 Coys. B.H.Q. at LA COULOTTE Brewery
N.31.c.60.05.
The following message was received from Brig.-Gen HUGH M. DYER G.O.C. 7 C.I.B. dated
12-4-18 “Dear Major Stewart. At this time, when I am asking your Regiment to continue
their work in the line after an already long tour, I write to tell you of my perfect confidence
that all ranks will continue to show that keenness for fighting, and willing readiness to do
good work that has been so marked during the tour. I thank you all from the bottom of my
heart for the evidence all ranks have given me of the splendid spirit which permeates your
great Unit. More especially for the very fine offensive patrol work which has been done by
you throughout . Will you please express my pleasure to all ranks. Wishing you the best of
luck - yours very sincerely Hugh M. Dyer” [inserted: D.S.]

LIEUT. K.C. BURNESS [McG 144] to be acting Captain vice Temp. Capt. J.R.
MACPHERSON M.C. D.S.O. [411064] (to England) 28/2/16

LIEUT. G.W. GUIOU M.C. [475868] to be acting Capt. Vice Temp/Cap J.N. EDGAR
[507] (to Hospital) 11/3/18 2 O.R off strength

Tue, Apr 16, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
ANXIOUS TRENCH LA COULOTTE 16.4.18 Cloudy - some rain. quiet. Officers patrol to
AVION Church & surrounding area. Three other patrols were sent out. - no enemy
encountered. We projected gas which caused slight retaliatory barrage on our front & rear
areas.

Wed, Apr 17, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
LA COULOTTE 17.4.18 Cloudy. At 8.45. a.m. 1 off. 11 O.R. & a Lewis gun acted as
covering party to a STOKES gun which was set up at N.32 b.70.92. The gun fired 24 rounds
on cemetery group & then was withdrawn. Numerous patrols were sent out by us but no
enemy encountered. Several enemy planes were driven back from our lines by M.G. & rifle
fire.
Considerable artillery fire from our field & heavy guns.

Thu, Apr 18, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
LA COULOTTE 18.4.18 Rain & wind. Cold. We sent out a daylight patrol near AVION
Church. Numerous patrols were sent out & examined hostile wire - but encountered no enemy

Fri, Apr 19, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
LA COULOTTE 19.4.18 Cold with snow & sleet showers in morning clearing towards
evening. Our artillery active enemy quiet. Four patrols & two battle patrols were sent out.

Sat, Apr 20, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
LA COULOTTE 20.4.18 Fair. Usual patrolling activity. Situation quiet.

Sun, Apr 21, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
LA COULOTTE 21.4.18 Fair. In the night the Battalion moves out to support. No. 1 & 4
Coy's in LA COULOTTE & vicinity No. 3 in ADEPT Trench No. 2 in RED TRENCH near
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LENS ARRAS Road. B.H.Q. in Red trench in former Brigade H.Q. S.5.d.80.50. LIEUT. F.L.
APPLETON appointed Temp. Captain (26.11.17). LIEUT. N.D. DOW [411006] struck off
strength on being posted to 3 T.M. Battery 2 O.R. killed & 4 wounded during last tour in line

Mon, Apr 22, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 22.4.18 Cold & windy rain at night. Situation quiet.

Tue, Apr 23, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 23.4.18 Clearing, fine in evening.

Wed, Apr 24, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 24.4.18 Thick fog in morning - mist all day. Thunderstorm in late evening.
Situation quiet.

Thu, Apr 25, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 25.4.18 Milder – mist. Every Company furnished tumping * parties to-day as
well as every other day while in support.

* [Note transcriber: tumping – a method of carrying a heavy load more usually referred to
as a tumpline method.]

Fri, Apr 26, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 26.4.18 Fog & mist all day. 2 O.R killed 1 wounded.

Sat, Apr 27, 1918 SOUTHWEST OF AVION, FRANCE
RED TRENCH 27.4.18 Fog & mist all day. The Battalion relieves the 49th Battalion in the
Front line - same dispositions as on previous tour but B.H.Q. in Piano Dug out. 50 O.R. are
sent to C.C.R.C. in exchange for 50 O.R. taken on strength from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp]
LIEUT. J.H. CARVOSSO M.C. [51116] invalided 14-4-18 (sick)

Sun, Apr 28, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
PIANO DUGOUT 28.4.18 Fog & mist. No. 4 Co’y take a German prisoner, who gave
valuable information as to enemy’s dispositions. A number of patrols were sent out

Mon, Apr 29, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
PIANO DUGOUT 29.4.18 Dull & mist in morning. Rain in afternoon & all night
Lt. Col. A.A.M. [Agar] ADAMSON D.S.O. classified P.B. 27. March 1918 and struck off
strength (27.3.18). 1 O.R. wounded 17/4 now died of wounds. 1 O.R. wounded 24/4/18.
Many patrols sent out to Enemy’s wire and valuable observation made.
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Tue, Apr 30, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
PIANO DUGOUT 30.4.18 Heavy rain all morning - cloudy & overcast in evening. Situation
quiet. Usual patrolling a penetrating enemy wire to Enemy posts.

[Note transcriber: During April, 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel C.J.T. Stewart]

Wed, May 1, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
PIANO DUGOUT 1.5.18 Dull & cloudy. No 4 Co attempts a raid but the rain had made No
man’s land almost impassable and it was found difficult to approach nearer than 50 yards
from enemy wire at which point hostile machine guns (3 in number) opened fire - but 2 out of
the 3 were silenced with rifle grenades. Situation quiet.

Thu, May 2, 1918 AVION, FRANCE
PIANO DUGOUT 2.5.18 Warm & fine. The battalion is relieved by 60th Brigade - 2 Cos. of
K.R.R.’s & 2 Co’s of R.B. and entrain to LENS Jc. There taking lorries to HERMIN arriving
at 5 a.m. on 3rd. During the previous tour of trenches just completed - 58 days in all - the
Battalion was the only one which did not retire or withdraw from any part of the trench
system occupied on going into the line.

Fri, May 3, 1918 HERMIN, FRANCE
HERMIN 3.5.18 Warm & fine. Battalion in rest billets - No. 3 Co’y in HERIPRÉ the
remainder in HERMIN.

Sat, May 4, 1918 HERMIN, FRANCE
HERMIN 4.5.18 Cloudy. Company training. Capt. E. McG. MACBRAYNE [Eion
MacGregor MacBrayne] and LIEUT. G.C. PLANT [E.C. Plant] & 4 O.R. taken on strength
& 14 O.R. struck off.

Sun, May 5, 1918 HERMIN, FRANCE
HERMIN 5.5.18 Heavy showers of rain. Church Parade & sports.

Mon, May 6, 1918 HERMIN, FRANCE
HERMIN 6.5.18 Clearing - fine in p.m. Route march & Training. C.S.M. Paterson S. 1615 –
to be Acting R.S.M.

Tue, May 7, 1918 HERMIN, FRANCE
HERMIN 7.5.18 Heavy rain in morning. Battalion marches to ST. HILAIRE at 7 a.m.
arriving at 3 p.m. to billets in COTTES previously occupied in Nov. 1917. Capt. G.W.
LITTLE struck off strength to England as Instructor.

Wed, May 8, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
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ST. HILAIRE-COTTES 8.5.18 Fine. In billets at COTTES. Training. Warning order received
to be ready to move forward at 4 hours notice. Kit inspection.

Thu, May 9, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
ST. HILAIRE-COTTES 9.5.18 Bright & clear. Training. 2 O.R. taken on strength.

Fri, May 10, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
ST. HILAIRE-COTTES 10.5.18 Cold & overcast. Musketry & training.

Sat, May 11, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
ST. HILAIRE-COTTES 11.5.18 Cold & overcast clearing in p.m. Drill & Musketry at
AUCHY-AU-BOIS Range 30 O.R. struck off strength.

Sun, May 12, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
ST. HILAIRE-COTTES 12.5.18 Slight showers in a.m. Clearing in afternoon. Colour parade
followed by Church parade.

Mon, May 13, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 13.5.18 Cloudy with heavy rain in evening. The Battalion carries out attack scheme
at LINGHEM area. 2 O.R. taken on strength

Tue, May 14, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 14.5.18 Fine. Brigade operations in LOZINGHEM area - carrying out an attack

Wed, May 15, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 15.5.18 Fine & bright. Company training & sports.

Thu, May 16, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 16.5.18 Fine & warm. Company training

Fri, May 17, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 17.5.18 Fine & warm. Musketry & training.

Sat, May 18, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 18.5.18 Fine & warm. Battalion marches to LINGHEM area to ????????
demonstration by 3rd Div. special platoon. Open warfare training.

Sun, May 19, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 19.5.18 Fine & warm. Church parades & Company training.
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Mon, May 20, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 20.5.18 Fine & warm. Divisional manoeuvres in LOZINGHEM area the brigade
being on this occasion in defence. 3 O.R. off strength.

Tue, May 21, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 21.5.18 Fine. The Battalion training at LINGHEM area. 19 O.R. taken on strength.
LIEUT. B. W. FRANKLIN joins from C.C.R.C.

Wed, May 22, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 22.5.18 Fine & warm. Company parades & gas training. LIEUTS. C.F.H.
BIDDULPH [487328] & J.L. McKINNON [I.L. McKinnon] taken on & LIEUT. G.C.
ALDRIDGE [751] struck off strength

Thu, May 23, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 23.5.18 Cloudy & windy. Musketry & baths. 5 O.R. struck off strength (to
England) & 45 O.R. to Can. M.G. Reinft. Depot. 2 O.R. died of wounds - previously reported
wounded.

Fri, May 24, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 24.5.18 Heavy rain.

Sat, May 25, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 25.5.18 Fine & warm. Company training & sports.

Sun, May 26, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 26.5.18 Fine. Church parades & sports. CAPT. L.V. DRUMMOND-HAY
appointed T/MAJOR. (22.5.18). 1 O.R. struck off strength

Mon, May 27, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 27.5.18 Fine. Divisional manoeuvres at BOMY all day.

Tue, May 28, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 28.5.18 Fine. Battalion sports in LINGHEM area. Capt. J. THOMSON taken on
strength (17.5.18). & ??????? on command. LIEUT. R.L. DANIEL & 1 O.R. taken on
strength - 2 O.R. struck off

Wed, May 29, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 29.5.18 Fine. Company training. LIEUTS. H.E. ROWLAND [H.E. Rowlands
411120 or A11120] & J.E. KEELER join from C.C.R.C.
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Thu, May 30, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 30.5.18 Fine. Musketry & training at LINGHEM area.

Fri, May 31, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 31.5.18 Fine & warm. Training at LINGHEM Area & musketry

[Note transcriber: During May, 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel C.J.T. Stewart]

Sat, Jun 1, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 1.6.18 Fine & warm. Brigade rifle meet. The Battalion wins Team match (O.R.) &
officers match and 2nd in Distance Judging competition as well U 3 first places 2 second and
one 3rd in the other 4 events - carrying off the greater part of the prizes. Sports with 42nd in
afternoon. LIEUT J.W. JEAKINS [McG 230] appointed Ass. Adj. and LIEUT A.J. KELLY
Scout officer

Sun, Jun 2, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 2.6.18 Fine church parade after which the G.O.C. Division presents the prizes for
rifle meet. In the afternoon - sports with R.C.R. 4 O.R. struck off strength

Mon, Jun 3, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 3.6.18 Fine. Divisional manoeuvres in BOMY area.

Tue, Jun 4, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 4.6.18 Fine. Battn Company training

Wed, Jun 5, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 5.6.18 Fine. Musketry LIEUT. G.C. ROBINSON [C.C. Robinson] appointed
Signal Officer.

Thu, Jun 6, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 6.6.18 Fine. Battalion goes to LINGHEM area for training.

Fri, Jun 7, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 7.6.18 Fine – clouding up in afternoon. Battalion training at LINGHEM in
morning. In the evening the Battalion carries out night operations. MAJOR L.V.
DRUMMOND-HAY awarded The MILITARY Cross. CAPT. L.M. JOHNSTONE (C.A.P.C.)
transferred to Battalion as Quartermaster. 3 O.R. struck off. LIEUT. J.T. LOWNSBROUGH
M.C. [475924] taken on strength. 3 O.R. struck off strength.
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Sat, Jun 8, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 8.6.18 Fine. Company Training. The D.C.M. awarded to A/C.S.M. NOVIS ( C)
[1684].

Sun, Jun 9, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 9.6.18 Fair with some rain. Sports with 49th. (10/6)

Mon, Jun 10, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 10.6.18 Heavy rain in morning clearing in afternoon. Divisional manoeuvres.

Tue, Jun 11, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 11.6.18 Cloudy in morning - clearing in p.m. Musketry at AUCHY-au-bois &
Company training. Brigade elimination games in afternoon
Musketry at AUCHY-AU-BOIS & Company training. Brigade elimination games in
afternoon.

Wed, Jun 12, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 12.6.18 Fine. Company in tactical schemes. Demonstration of German Light
Machine gun. 1 O.R. taken on strength

Thu, Jun 13, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 13.6.18 Fine. Drill & musketry in morning. Attack scheme with tanks in afternoon
near ENGUINEGATTE.

Fri, Jun 14, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 14.6.18 Cloudy with strong winds in p.m. Open warfare platoon training - new
formation.

Sat, Jun 15, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 15.6.18 Fine with some rain in morning. Brigade Sports on 42 Batt. grounds St
HILAIRE.

Sun, Jun 16, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 16.6.18 Some rain in morning turning fine later. Drill & Church parades

Mon, Jun 17, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 17.6.18 Fine. Divisional operations in BOMY area – 7th Brigade attacking.
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Tue, Jun 18, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 18.6.18 Cloudy. Battalion night operations

Wed, Jun 19, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 19.6.18 Rain in early morning - fine in afternoon. 9 O.R join. Battalion attends
lecture on kite balloons.

Thu, Jun 20, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 20.6.18 Cloudy in morning & rain in afternoon. Company training.

Fri, Jun 21, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 21.6.18 Overcast. Musketry at FERFAY.

Sat, Jun 22, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 22.6.18 Cloudy & windy in morning turning fine in afternoon. The Battalion
marches to LINGHEM- practising Company training in attack. A/R.Q.M.S. WHITE E.L.
[51493] promoted Warrant Officer (No. 2) and confirmed as R.Q.M.S.

Sun, Jun 23, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 23.6.18 Cold & cloudy – Turning fine. Battalion marches to LINGHEM for
Divisional sports. Meritorious Service Medal awarded Sgt. Brice J.A. [445016] Sgt. Wylie
W.T. [159671] Pte. Philpott W. [1033246]

Mon, Jun 24, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 24.6.18 Rain. 3 O R. struck off strength

Tue, Jun 25, 1918 COTTES, FRANCE
COTTES 25.6.18 Fine. The Battalion moves by train from AIRE [inserted: 5 p.m.] to
AUBIGNY marching to HAUTEVILLE (5.1.c.) area from AUBIGNY & arriving at
destination after midnight.
Owing to the number of men suffering from the epidemic of influenza and other conditions
this & subsequent move was not very satisfactory.

Wed, Jun 26, 1918 HEAUTEVILLE, FRANCE
HAUTEVILLE 26.6.18 Cold & overcast in morning - fine in afternoon. A number of fresh
cases of influenza developed - about 100 men being affected. The Transport which proceeded
by road via St POL join battalion here at midday.

Thu, Jun 27, 1918 HAUTEVILLE, FRANCE
WAILLY HUTS 27.6.18 Fine – warmer. The Battalion leaves billets 7 a.m. marching to
WAILLY WOOD. - Transport to MONCHIET.
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Fri, Jun 28, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
TRENCHES 28.6.18 Fine. The Battalion takes over from 28th Battalion in front line - in the
night - with R.C.R. on the right - 49th supporting P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd the R.C.R. The
Battalion is now attached to 6th Corps - 3rd Army - and is holding the left of the Corps front -
56th Division on left of battalion - which is holding the left subsector in the NEUVILLE
VITASSE Section. B.H.Q. near BEAURAINS SWITCH M.16.d.95.58.
Trench strength 659 O.R. & 27 officers 99 sick officers & men having to be left out of the line
– and proceding to BEAUMETZ billets. Two men of No 1 Co’y were killed by Trench mortar
during the night of 28th

Sat, Jun 29, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
TRENCHES 29.6.18 Fine. 25 O.R. evacuated to hospital from BEAUMETZ.

Sun, Jun 30, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
TRENCHES 30.6.18 Fine & hot. Situation quiet.

[Note transcriber: During June, 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel C.J.T. Stewart]

Mon, Jul 1, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 1.7.18 Fine – hot. LT. E.W. DUVAL killed in night while on patrol

Tue, Jul 2, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 2.7.18 Fine & hot with strong wind in afternoon. In the night 2/3 No.1 & 3 Co'ys
go back to support - being relieved in the line by 2 & 4 Coys.

Wed, Jul 3, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 3.7.18 Cool & cloudy in morning clearing in afternoon. Lt. P 1 O.R. struck off
(29.6) Killed in action & 2 O.R. wounded & struck off (29/6) 2 O.R. wounded at duty 29/6 &
1/7 5 O.R. struck off unfit & 1 died

Thu, Jul 4, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 4.7.18 Cloudy in a.m. clearing to fine in afternoon

Fri, Jul 5, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 5.7.18 fine & warm

Sat, Jul 6, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 6.7.18 Fair & windy –f warm
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Sun, Jul 7, 1918 TRENCHES EAST OF BEAURAINS, FRANCE
Trenches 7.7.18 fine. The Battalion is relieved on night (7/8) by 116th Battalion moving to
WAILLY Wood Camp at 3.30 a.m. 8th (a long relief) going into Divisional reserve

In the tour just ended the Battalion held 1600 yards from TELEGRAPH HILL to the
BEAURAINS-NEUVILLE VITASSE road inclusive. The LONDON SCOTTISH were
holding on left & were relieved by KENSINGTON Regiment. The Companies were disposed
in depth – 2 platoons of each front line Company being in line of observation - the other two
platoons being in line of resistance along TELEGRAPH HILL SWITCH. 2 Companies were
in line of observation and 2 in line of resistance 2 platoons of support Companies being in the
intermediate line about 800 yards in front of TELEGRAPH HILL Switch 9 machine guns in
observation & 8 in resistance line. Each Co. supplied defensive patrols 1 Off 12 O.R with
Lewis Gun every night which patrolled in front of the observation line during the hours of
darkness.
On 29/6 a daylight patrol of 2 scouts reconnoitred hostile saps & wire meeting no enemy. On
3/7 4 O.R. in early morning reconnoitred Enemy trench and made a thorough examination
of an enemy pill box at TAGESFONTEIN and discovered further on an enemy post at
N19a.78.58 occupied by 4 men. Shots were exchanged with no known casualties. On 5th July
LT [S] LOPTSON [McG 227] and 3 scouts left our line at 5 p.m. entered Enemy trenches
N.19 b 19.71 and proceeded for some distance in 2 directions discovered a bombing post and
afterwards a light Machine gun post occupied by 2 men. Both men were jumped by 3 of the
party and immediately put up their hands but refused to remain quiet and made so much noise
that it was found necessary to shoot them. The noise attracted attention of Enemy in other
parts of the trench and rifle fire was opened up. Our party then made their way back ret under
fire returning to our line at 7 p.m. without suffering any casualties. Other daylight patrols
were sent out during this tour but no incident occurred. The situation during the whole of the
time was quiet with the hostile artillery not very active - ours more so. Our F.A. [Field
Artillery] shrapnelled hedges day & night but the liaison with them was bad - retaliation when
asked for being frequently delayed.
No enemy patrols were encountered - but once 2 Bosches came within 200 yards of our line 9
a.m. but left at once. The enemy positions very ill defined and their posts constantly changed
their location. At times the enemy trench mortars were active but not much damage done. Our
total casualties were 1 Off 2 O.R. killed 6 O.R. wounded (3 at duty)
CAPT. J.R. MACPHERSON D.S.O. [411064] rejoined 2.7.18 Capt. G. [G.] REYNOLDS
struck off effective strength to 3 Div Wing CCRC. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] 3
O.R. taken on 3 struck off strength

Mon, Jul 8, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 8.7.16 Cloudy with a little thunder & rain in evening.
13 O.R. taken on strength. LIEUT. J.M. CHRISTIE M.C. [1576] struck off unfit for service in
France.

Tue, Jul 9, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 9.7.16 Wind & some showers. Specialist training carried out 2 O.R.
struck off 1 died in hospital pneumonia & t
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Wed, Jul 10, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 10.7.16 Heavy showers. Specialist training. 10 O.R. struck off & 1 died of
wounds.

Thu, Jul 11, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 11.7.16 Heavy showers. Company training - Officers & N.C.O.’s practice
skeleton Assembly [inserted: in battle positions] in case of hostile attack in batt 1 O.R. taken
on strength.

Fri, Jul 12, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 12.7.16 Rain. Company training. MAJOR C.J.T. STEWART D.S.O.
rejoins [inserted: from leave] & assumes command.

Sat, Jul 13, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
WAILLY WOOD 13.7.16 Cloudy with slight showers. Company training & route march

Sun, Jul 14, 1918 WAILLY, FRANCE
Wailly Wood 14.7.18 Cloudy & windy in a.m. rain in p.m. In the night the Battalion relieves
the 2nd C.M.R. in MERCATEL Sector left support subsector right section - in support

Mon, Jul 15 to Thu, Jul 25, 1918 MERCATEL, FRANCE
Support Trench 15/7/18 to 25/7/18 During this period there was no incident of any
importance. The weather nearly every day was cloudy with frequent thunder storms & rain
showers. There was little activity on either side although our artillery was much more in
evidence than that of the enemy. The Battalion was engaged in working parties constantly. On
20/7 LIEUT PLANT & 1 O.R. were wounded. & on 19/7 2 O.R. were wounded (at duty)

The Battalion was relieved in the night of 25/26 by 2/6 Durham Light Infantry - a bad relief
- and inexperienced troops. The Battalion entrained at BLAIREVILLE Siding R.34.d.05.20
for DAINVILLE billets arriving there at 4.30 a.m.

Fri, Jul 26, 1918 DAINVILLE, FRANCE
DAILVILLE [DAINVILLE] 26.7.18 Cold & overcast - fine in p.m. Heavy showers. The
following Officers mentioned in C. in C. despatches LIEUT-Col. A.H. GAULT D.S.O.
(.Seconded) Capt. G.G. REYNOLDS (7-4-18)
CAPT. W.D. CRUIKSHANK attached as Medical Officer 18-7-18 CAPT. J. THOMPSON
[Thomson] struck off strength on reporting to Adj. GEN. D.M.F.C. LIEUT. W.G.
JOHNSTON [552] struck off strength to E.O.R.D. [Eastern Ontario Regiment Depot] Seaford
as B 2 . CAPT. A.G. THOMPSON (C.A.M.C. [Canadian Army Medical Corps] ) str
ceases to be attached. 3 O.R. rejoin.

Sat, Jul 27, 1918 DAINVILLE, FRANCE
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DAILVILLE [DAINVILLE] 27.7.18 Heavy showers. Clothing & pay parades. LIEUT. H.B.J.
OGILVIE [475977] reported for duty from 24 Batt. Royal Fusiliers. 21 O.R. join from
C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Sun, Jul 28, 1918 DAINVILLE, FRANCE
DAILVILLE [DAINVILLE] 28.7.18 Cloudy. Battalion furnishes a working party of 550 O.R.
Warning order received to move on 29.7.18 or 30.7.18. LIEUT T.S. HEASLIP joins from
C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] & 2 O.R.

Mon, Jul 29, 1918 DAINVILLE, FRANCE
DAINVILLE 29.7.18 Fine. Company training

Tue, Jul 30, 1918 DAINVILLE, FRANCE
DAINVILLE 30.7.18 Warm & Fine. The battalion moves by road from DAINVILLE to
IVERGNY about 30 kilometres via WARLUS GOUY En ARTOIS & SAULTY arriving in
evening. Billets.

Wed, Jul 31, 1918 IVERGNY, FRANCE
IVERGNY 31.7.18 Fine & warm. Orders received at 1 a.m. for move. Battalion marches to
BOQUEMAISON entraining there to SALEUX (9.30 a.m. to 1.15 p.m. thence to DOURY
[DURY] by road arriving at latter place in late afternoon. Most of the Battalion were forced to
camp in open field ????? owing to the scarcity of billets. The transport remained in
IVERGNY (except cookers & L.G. limbers) to proceed by road under Brigade T.O. The
cookers & L.G. limbers entrained at DOULLENS in early morning meeting the Battalion in
SALEUX

[Note transcriber: During July, 1918 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel C.J.T. Stewart]

Thu, Aug 1, 1918 DURY [SOUTH OF AMIENS], FRANCE
DURY 1.8.18 Fine. Battalion billeted in DURY for the most part in open fields after
entraining at BOQUE MAISON at 9.30 a.m. arriving at SALEUX at 1.15 & marching to
DURY

Fri, Aug 2, 1918 DURY [SOUTH OF AMIENS], FRANCE
DURY 2.8.18 Heavy rain starting 6 a.m. continuing most of day. Bn. moves at 6 p.m. to very
dirty billets at ST FUSCIEN Bn Transport and ?? having marched by road

Sat, Aug 3, 1918 ST FUSCIEN, FRANCE
ST FUSCIEN 3.8.18 Fine. Bn. moves at 9 p.m. back to HÉBECOURT billets being relieved
by 52nd Battn. C.O. goes up to reconnoitre line preparatory to attack.
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Sun, Aug 4, 1918 HÉBECOURT, FRANCE
HÉBECOURT 4.8.18 Fair.

Mon, Aug 5, 1918 HÉBECOURT, FRANCE
HÉBECOURT 5.8.18 Rain in Morning - heavy in Evening. Battn. moves at 9 p.m. back to
billets in ST FUSCIEN

Tue, Aug 6, 1918 ST FUSCIEN, FRANCE
ST FUCIEN 6.8.18 Rain throughout the day. Instructions for the attack received. The Battn.
moves 9 p.m. to GENTELLES Wood bivouacking in open. Transport moves to BOIS de
BOVES
Roads blocked with Tanks - infantry - artillery & transport &c - moving up

Wed, Aug 7, 1918 WEST OF GENTELLES, FRANCE
GENTELLES Wood 7.8.18 Fine. Bn. moves at 10 p.m. to MEKNES ALLEY in readiness to
jump off on 8th the day fixed for surprise attack by Canadians - in conjunction with
Australians on left & French on right to clear AMIENS PARIS railway

Thu, Aug 8, 1918 NORTHWEST OF DOMART, FRANCE
VALLEY Wood 8.8.18 The morning of the attack opened with a dense mist making it
impossible to see more than a few yards – clearing later but remaining over cast all day. The
offensive opened at 4.20. The 9th Brigade with 2 battalions of the 8th were to jump off and
capture the enemy’s positions up to the Green line (approx DEMUIN to road near Valley
Wood) and the 7th C.I.B. were to pass through the 9th at Zero + 260 min (The operation
orders having been changed) and capture the Red line (approximately the line of railway
running from CAYEUX EN SANTERRE to AMIENS – ROYE Rd. (DEMUIN MAP -
1/20000 - Ed. 1). 1 ½ Co’ys of Tanks were assigned to operate with the 9th - ½ Coy. with the
8th and 1 Coy. with the 7th Brigades - all available tanks to advance with the latter from the
Green line. Supply tanks were also allotted to carry S.A.A., bombs, water, tools, sandbags &c.
The disposition of 7th Brigade was - R.C.R. on right - 42nd in centre - 49th on left with
P.P.C.L.I. in Support following 800 yards behind the 42nd Battn.

There was no preliminary bombardment, but the action commenced with a short but very
heavy barrage and the attacking battalions going over at Zero hour advanced to their
objective, apparently taking the enemy completely by surprise. At 4.40 a.m. the Battalion left
MEKNES Trench by Companies and and advanced to the Bridge crossing the river LUCE at
DOMART at 6.15. Some shelling was experienced at this point. At 6.45 the Battalion
assembled in the trench on the river East of road, behind the 42nd (500 yards) and continued
to advance without any check - passing along 85 contour and [inserted: 1 & 2 Coys were]
over hill 102 by 8.00 a.m. Bad shelling was experienced after passing HOURGES but not
many casualties. At 7.45 we passed the B.H.Q. of the 52 Battn at C 5 c 6 8 and by 8.15 a.m.
had reached & taken up the required position in the valley behind Hill 102 and established
B.H.Q. at D.7.b.3.1.
1 German Machine gun and 2 Lewis guns - which were being used by the enemy were
captured on the way up - together with a considerable quantity of material & documents. No.
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3 Coy captured a German Battalion Commander and his staff & their documents - [inserted:
who] together with 120 other prisoners taken by the battalion were passed to report centre.
Everything appeared to be going well but the French were temporarily held up at VILLERS
AUX ERABLES at 10 a.m. The Battalion bivouacked at Valley Wood for the night. Total
casualties for the day being 1 O.R. killed , 4 wounded. Lt. JEAKINS was wounded, these
casualties occurring while passing through the swamp.

Fri, Aug 9, 1918 VALLEY WOOD [WEST OF BEAUCOURT], FRANCE
9.8.18 This and all the following days of the AMIENS battle were fine & hot, with moonlit
nights. The Battalion moved from Valley Wood at 11 a.m. to starting point at B.[inserted: or
D?]14 d 6 1 and rendezvoused at just outside BEAUCOURT waiting there until the evening at
9 p.m. when they moved E. along the ROYE ROAD to a field at K 16 d near FOLIES the
P.P.C.L.I. leading the main body followed by R.C.R. 42nd and 49th in the order named - 4
Coy forming the flank guard.
The 8th Brigade passed thro' the 4th Division to FOLIES while 1st Division were on the left.

Sat, Aug 10, 1918 WEST OF FOLIES, FRANCE
10.8.18 A very hot day. The Battalion remained in bivouac all day & night. The 8th Brigade
reported to have taken QUESNOY after hard fighting. The 32nd Imperial Division went
through the 8th Brigade to attack PARVILLERR and suffered severe casualties. They were
reported not to have advanced. The enemy shelling around FOLIES not very great, but from
now on night bombing was abundant around FOLIES and further back owing to the great
concentration of troops and bright moonlight.

Sun, Aug 11, 1918 WEST OF FOLIES, FRANCE
FOLIES 11.8.18 The 32nd [inserted: Div.] being still unable to advance the 7th Brigade were
ordered up to relieve them, and take over from Royal Scots, Argyll & Sutherland &
Lancashire Fusiliers and moved out after dark leaving behind at FOLIE the Transport & rear
details.

Mon, Aug 12 to Thu, Aug 15, 1918 PARVILLERS, FRANCE
12/15 Aug The operations 12 – 15th are detailed in the narrative in Appendix 1 & the
Battalion moved back to FOLIES on the night of the 15th. The casualties incurred 8 - 15
were
Officers: Major L.V. DRUMMOND-HAY M.C. and LIEUT D.A. WRIGHT - killed & died
of wounds respectively.; LIEUTS G. GRANT - C.B. REXFORD [O.B. Rexford] – J.
CHRISTIE and M.L. HANCOCK wounded. LIEUT J.W. JEAKINS wounded at duty
Other Ranks: 23 killed & died of wounds. 113 wounded & 9 missing.
LIEUT D.H. MacCartney joined from C.C.R.C. 29-7-18 acted as Liaison officer with 116th.
2 O.R. struck off 29/7 [18] & 11/7 [18] 4 O.R. struck off 6/7/18
LIEUT C.B. Hick struck off to Can. Mach. Gun Corps 17/7/18
58 O.R. joined 11/8/18

Fri, Aug 16, 1918 FOLIES, FRANCE


