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11991177
Mon, Jan 1, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
Mont St Eloi 1/1/17 In reserve at the huts in Mont St Eloi. The Battalion was paraded and the
presents of Her Royal Highness Princess Patricia of Connaught were given to the Officers and
N.C.O’s by the Commanding Officer.

Tue, Jan 2, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
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2/1/17 The Battalion paraded at 9.30 am. for the General inspection and were inspected at 10
am by Brigadier General McDonnell [A.C. Macdonell].

Wed, Jan 3, 1917 LA JOLIE, LEFT SUBSECTION, FRANCE
La Folie left sub sector 3/1/17 Battalion paraded at 3.30 pm for the trenches and relieved the
42nd Battn R.H.C

Thu, Jan 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
4/1/17 Situation quiet Usual trench routine carried on.

Fri, Jan 5, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
5/1/17 Situation quiet Usual trench routine carried on.

Sat, Jan 6, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
6/1/17 Enemy trench mortar bombardment on Battalion frontage

Sun, Jan 7, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
7/1/17 Situation quiet. Work in trenches carried on.

Mon, Jan 8, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
8/1/17 Battalion was relieved by 42nd Battn R.H.C. and went into Brigade Reserve in
Neuville St Vaast. Working parties were furnished for front line. Battalion received letters
from Her Royal Highness [Princess Patricia of Connaught] thanking the N.C.O’s & men for
their Christmas presents to her.

Tue, Jan 9, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
La Folie left Sub sector 9/1/17 Working parties furnished for front line. The following
honours and awards were promulgated in orders. Military Cross T/Major D.A. Clark. [D.A.
Clarke] D.C.M. # 618 C.S.M. Gillingham F. Authority London Gazette. Jan. 1st. 1917.
Mentioned in dispatches Lt/Col R. T. Pelly D.S.O. Major C.J.T. Stewart D.S.O. Capt. H.W.
Niven D.S.O. M.C. Capt. R.S. Lake Lt. H.F. Richardson # 43 R.Q.M.S. Donald J No 1762
Sgt. Cooper E. No 603 Sgt Sinclair N. F. No 883 A/Cpl. Draycott W.M.L. Authority London
Gazette Jan 4th 1917.

Wed, Jan 10, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
10/1/17 Working parties furnished for front line.

Thu, Jan 11, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
11/1/17 Working parties furnished for front line.
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Fri, Jan 12, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
12/1/17 Working parties furnished for front line.

Sat, Jan 13, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
13/1/17 Battalion relieved 42nd Battn. R.H.C. in the front line.

Sun, Jan 14, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
14/1/17 Situation quiet. Trench improvements carried on

Mon, Jan 15, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
15/1/17 Situation quiet. Trench improvements carried on

Tue, Jan 16, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
16/1/17 Situation quiet. Trench improvements carried on

Wed, Jan 17, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
17/1/17 Situation quiet. Trench improvements carried on

Thu, Jan 18, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
18/1/17 Battalion was relieved by 42nd Battn. R.H.C. and went into Divisional Reserve Mont
St. Eloi.

Fri, Jan 19, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
Mont St Eloi 19/1/17 Battalion paraded to Divisional Baths at Marceouil [Maroeuil] at 2.
P.M. A football match was played between Right half and Left half Battalion.
Demonstration was given by Special platoon training under Major Clark M.C. [D.A. Clarke]

Sat, Jan 20, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
20/1/17 Usual training carried out. Football match played in the afternoon.

Sun, Jan 21, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
21/1/17 Demonstration on new Infantry training given by Special Platoon. Drill parades
during the day. Major A.A.M. [Agar] Adamson, D.S.O. to be a/Col. DR.O. 1415

Mon, Jan 22, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
22/1/17 Platoon training regrouping of Platoons by Platoon Commanders.

Tue, Jan 23, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
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23/1/17 Presentation of new draft to their Colours. Platoon training and final inspection by
the Commanding Officer preparatory to departure to trenches

Wed, Jan 24, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
La Folie Sub Section 24/1/17 Usual trench routine. Situation quiet. Weather cold and bright.

Thu, Jan 25, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
25/1/17 Usual trench routine. Situation quiet. Weather cold and bright.

Fri, Jan 26, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
26/1/17 A raid was carried out by the Battalion on the German lines between Duffield and
Durand Craters for the purpose of destroying listening post & dugouts and capturing any
enemy encountered, the raid was successfully carried out by Major A. Rasmussen and a party
of two NCOs. and ten men Two prisoners were taken and heavy casualties inflicted on the
enemy and dugouts destroyed. Our party returned safely to our lines without casualties.
Enemy shelled our lines heavily in retaliation but caused no casualties.

Sat, Jan 27, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
27/1/176 Artillery activity on whole of our front, no casualties were inflicted

Sun, Jan 28, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
28/1/17 A small raid at 4. AM. was carried out by Lt [A.N.B.] Mortimer [51259] 1 NCO and
4 O.R. on iron rail post in enemy observation line between Birkin & Common Craters Our
party reached the post, killing 2 sentries and returned to our lines, Lt Mortimer and the NCO
being slightly wounded.
Battalion was relieved by 42nd Battn R.H.C. and went into Brigade support in Neuville St
Vaast

Mon, Jan 29, 1917 NEUVILLE ST. VAAST, FRANCE
29/1/17 Battalion furnished working parties for the front line.

Tue, Jan 30, 1917 NEUVILLE ST. VAAST, FRANCE
30/1/17 Battalion furnished working parties for the front line.

Wed, Jan 31, 1917 NEUVILLE ST. VAAST, FRANCE
31/1/17 Battalion furnished working parties for the front line. Heavy enemy artillery activity
around Neuville St Vaast.

[Note transcriber: during January 1917 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]
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Thu, Feb 1, 1917 NEUVILLE ST. VAAST, FRANCE
Neuville St Vaast 1/2/17 Battalion furnished working parties for the front line.

Fri, Feb 2, 1917 NEUVILLE ST. VAAST, FRANCE
2/2/17 Battalion was relieved 42nd Battalion R.H.C. in the front line

Sat, Feb 3, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
3/2/17 Situation quiet. Usual trench routine carried on.

Sun, Feb 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
4/2/17 A small camouflet was blown by the enemy on the Battalion frontage. No casualties to
the Battalion but the lip of Patricia Crater Post was damaged.

Mon, Feb 5, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
5/2/17 Situation quiet. Usual trench work carried on.

Tue, Feb 6, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
6/2/17 Situation quiet. Usual trench routine carried on

Wed, Feb 7, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, VIMY, FRANCE
MONT ST ELOY 7/2/17 Battalion was relieved by the 42nd Battn R.H.C. & went into
DIVISIONAL REST at MONT ST ELOY

Thu, Feb 8, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
8/2/17 In reserve at the huts MONT ST ELOI. Training carried on as per Syllabus.

Fri, Feb 9, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
9/2/17 Route march in the morning. Battalion paraded for Baths in ECROIVRES.

Sat, Feb 10, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
10/2/17 Training as per Syllabus.

Sun, Feb 11, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
BRUAY 11/2/17 Battalion moved to Corps Rest Area at BRUAY

Mon, Feb 12, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
BRUAY 12/2/17 Parades carried on as per Syllabus of training. New platoon organisation.
Bombing, Bayonet Fighting Rifle Grenadiers with sports at 3.30 p.m. in afternoon.
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Tue, Feb 13, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
13/2/17 Parades as per Syllabus of training

Wed, Feb 14, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
14/2/17 Battalion paraded at 10.30 A.M. and were inspected by the Field Marshal
Commanding-in-Chief [Sir Douglas Haig]. In the afternoon parades as per Syllabus.
The following award was promulgated in Orders Military Cross:- Lieut. A.N.B. Mortimer
(Authy M.S.H/4729/41 of 9/2/17).

Thu, Feb 15, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
15/2/17 Battalion had a rehearsal of inspection parade and were inspected by the Corps
Commander [Lt-Gen Julian Byng]. Remainder of day training & sports.

Fri, Feb 16, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
16/2/17 Inspection by General Nivelle Commander-in-Chief of the French Armies in the
North and North-East.
Battalion paraded in the evening and attended concert in the Theatre Royale given by
Battalion Comedy Company.

Sat, Feb 17, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
17/2/17 Parades as per Syllabus. Divisional School. Special platoon was placed at the
disposal of the Battalion in the afternoon.

Sun, Feb 18, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
18/2/17 Church Parade to Theatre in BRUAY. Football match in the afternoon between the
right and left half Battn.

Mon, Feb 19, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
19/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Battalion Pay parade in the afternoon.

Tue, Feb 20, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
20/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Congratulatory message received from Field
Marshall the Commander-in-Chief [Sir Douglas Haig] & General Nivelle Commanding the
French Armies in the N. & N.E. re inspections of the 14th & 16th inst.

Wed, Feb 21, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
21/2/17 Parades as per syllabus. Football match in afternoon between Battalion team and No
10 Can Field Ambulance. Brigade Boxing Tournament in theatre at 6. p.m.
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Thu, Feb 22, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
22/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training.

Fri, Feb 23, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
23/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Football match in afternoon semi-final in Brigade
Championship P.P.C.L.I. vs. 49th BATTALION.

Sat, Feb 24, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
24/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training.

Sun, Feb 25, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
25/2/17 Brigade parade for the presentation of medal ribbons by G.O.C. 3rd Canadian
Division [Maj-Gen L.J. Lipsett]

Mon, Feb 26, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
26/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Bath parade for Battalion at HOUDAIN in
afternoon.

Tue, Feb 27, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
BRUAY 27/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Brigade Bombing and bayonet fighting
competition at MARLES-LES-MINES.

Wed, Feb 28, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
28/2/17 Parades as per syllabus of training. Battalion paraded to practice trenches at
HOUDAIN.

[Note transcriber: during February 1917 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]

Thu, Mar 1, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
BRUAY 1.3.17 Half Battalion, Company training as per syllabus. Half Battalion, attack
practice on Practice Trenches. Successful Battalion dinner in the evening prefaced by
performance of Comedy Coy. Cloudy, showery weather. Officers "soccer" with the R. C .R’s
we won.

Fri, Mar 2, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
2.3.17 Attack practices and Company Training. Weather fine.

Sat, Mar 3, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
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3.3.17 Parades as per syllabus of training: Half holiday in afternoon. Win for Officer’s
Soccer team vs. 42nd

Sun, Mar 4, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
4.3.17 Church parade in a.m. cancelled on account of rain. Lieut [J.A.] Haslam arrives from
England.

Mon, Mar 5, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
5.3.17 Attack practice and Company Training.

Tue, Mar 6, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
6.3.17 Company Foot ball. Attack practice as usual. Lieut [F.L.] Appleton to Hospital with
Typhoid. Draft of 95 men from Can. Ent. Bn. [Canadian Entrenching Battalion] arrived
today.

Wed, Mar 7, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
BRUAY 7.3.17 Coy. Foot ball: Sports: Attack practices and Coy. Training: Inspection of
Draft.

Thu, Mar 8, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
8.3.17 Bn. in attack on Practice Trenches. Baths at HOUDAIN for half Battalion. Coy.
Training in p.m.

Fri, Mar 9, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
9.3.17 Bn. spent day on Practice Trenches.

Sat, Mar 10, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
10.3.17 "Bn. in attack" in a.m. on Practice Trenches.

Sun, Mar 11, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
11.3.17 Inspection by H.R.H. Prince Arthur of Connaught in the a.m. Address to Bn. by
H.R.H. and a further address to officers. New draft presented to the Colour. Address to draft
by Lt.-Col. [Agar] Adamson Weather, fine.

Mon, Mar 12, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
12.3.17 Company training and attack practice.

Tue, Mar 13, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
13.3.17 Battalion at Practice Trenches.
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Wed, Mar 14, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
14.3.17 Brigade at Practice Trenches. [inserted: Major] General Lipsett [G.O.C. 3rd Canadian
Division] present

Thu, Mar 15, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
BRUAY 15.3.17 Repetition of Brigade practice attack. Lieut-Gen. Byng [Canadian Corps
Commander]. and Major General Lipsett [3rd Canadian Division Commander] present. The
attack was quite a success Company Parades. Performance by Comedy Coy. for Officers and
men of the Battalion.

Fri, Mar 16, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
16.3.17 Company Training. Note of Condolence sent to H.R.H. Princess Patricia [inserted: of
Connaught] on the death . of the Duchess of Connaught [her mother].

Sat, Mar 17, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
17.3.17 Company Training.

Sun, Mar 18, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
18.3.17 Bde. Church Parade, Square, Bruay. March past. Major Genl. Lipsett [G.O.C. 3rd

Canadian Division] afterwards.

Mon, Mar 19, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
19.3.17 Company Training. Lt. Morris in advance to DUMPBELL [Dumbell Camp].

[Note transcriber: the Diarist lost track of the dates here, inserting two entries for 21 March
and placing the entry for 20 March after them].

Wed, Mar 21, 1917 [Entry 1] BRUAY, FRANCE
H.Q. Coy. 2 & 3, Coys. moved to DUMPBELL [DUMBELL] CAMP. BOIS DES ALLEUX
[MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY)],. 1 and 4 Coys. remained in BRUAY Camp consists of Bivouacs.
Rather uncomfortable.

Wed, Mar 21, 1917 [Entry 2] BRUAY, FRANCE
21.3.17 Lt. Col. [Agar] Adamson goes on Leave to Paris.

Tue, Mar 20, 1917 BRUAY, FRANCE
Move to BOIS DES ALLEUX [MONT ST. ELOY (ELOY)]. Still another day in BRUAY.
Weather, bad.

Thu, Mar 22, 1917 MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY) & BRUAY, FRANCE
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VILLERS AU BOIS 22.3.17 Half Battalion moves to trenches. Bn. H.Q. in GRANGE
TUNNEL. 2 Coy. in Line. Bn. holding Coy. Frontage LEFT GRANGE to RIGHT TIDZA. 2
Coy. in PYLONES. Many working parties. Bad weather – snow and rain.

Fri, Mar 23, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & BRUAY, FRANCE
TRENCHES 23.3.17 1 and 4 Coys. move from BRUAY to BOIS DES ALLEUX [MONT ST.
ELOI (ELOY)]. Major Clark [D.A. Clarke 1763] in Command. Transport at GOUY
SERVINS. Bad weather Bosch very quiet. Our guns pounding away.

Sat, Mar 24, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
24.3.17 Weather fine. 2 Coy. releaves 3 Coy in Line

Sun, Mar 25, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
25.3.17 Our guns still pounding. The Bosch quiet. Showery weather.

Mon, Mar 26, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
26.3.17 Raid by Major [A.] Rasmussen – [inserted: 11.p.m.] small party, by stealth. Party
seen by Bosch and bombed before they got across. Casualties: 1 killed, 5 wounded.

Tue, Mar 27, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
TRENCHES 27.3.17 Raid by Lt. [A.F.] Neatby [411085]. 7.15 a.m. – 6 men. Same place as
Major [A.] Rasmussen - between PATRICIA and GRANGE. Stokes barrage on his flanks.
Reached Bosch Line. Nobody there. 1 Coy. relieves 3 Coy. in line.

Wed, Mar 28, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
28.3.17 Another daylight raid Lt. Neatby [411085] and 8 men Between DUFFIELD and
GRANGE. Stokes barrage for flanks and Artillery for Rear. Reached German line but had
rough time with a large number of Enemy. Hand to hand fight with Bosches. 5 killed by
raiding party and 2 with Snipers. Our casualties: one killed: one wounded and missing. 1
seriously wounded two slightly wounded. The party did wonderfully. Also Corp. Mullen
[G.H. 51339] & covering party of Snipers and R.G’s [Rifle Grenadiers] did extremely well.
Weather fine.

Thu, Mar 29, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
29.3.17 Bad weather. Working parties from Half Bn at BOIS DES ALLEUX. 4 Coy. relieves
1 Coy in Line.

Fri, Mar 30, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
30.3.17 Practice barrage Artillery on Bde front. 4. p.m
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Sat, Mar 31, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY), FRANCE
31.3.17 Another barrage – 10. A.M. A better one. 1 Coy, in PYLONES, relieved by a Coy. of
60th Bn. Weather fine.

[Note transcriber: during March 1917 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]

Sun, Apr 1, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY) , FRANCE
Bois des Alleux 1.4.17 No 2 & 3 Coy’s move from DUMBELL CAMP to billets in
VILLERS-AUX-BOIS No. 1 & 4 from line to VILLERS billets. Enemy barraged our
Communication Trench PLINE & GRANGE-GIVENCHY Road SOMBARD line – one man
wounded. Strong enemy aircraft patrols over our lines

Mon, Apr 2, 1917 VILLERS-AUX-BOIS , FRANCE
VILLERS-AUX-BOIS 2.4.17 Following message from H.R.H. Princess PATRICIA “Kindly
convey to all ranks my heartfelt thanks for kind sympathy” and from [inserted: Lieut] General
HON. SIR JULIAN BYNG Comm'g Can. Corps “Please convey to all ranks of Brigade my
great appreciation of their repeatedly successful raids.”

Tue, Apr 3, 1917 VILLERS-AUX-BOIS , FRANCE
3.4.17 Lieut's McCARTNEY [D.H. Macartney 802] – [C.B.] HICK [489762] – [J.E.]
ALMON [773] & [A.J.] KELLY taken on strength.

Wed, Apr 4, 1917 VILLERS-AUX-BOIS , FRANCE
4.4.17 No. 2 & 4 Coys relieve 43rd Battn in trenches Major [A] RASMUSSEN wounded in
raid 27-3-17 & Lieut [A.F.] NEATBY [411085] in raid of 28-3-17.

Thu, Apr 5, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & VILLERS-AUX-BOIS, FRANCE
5.4.17 Major A.G. MARTIN M.C.[1266] returned to duty after completing Senior Officer’s
Course.

Fri, Apr 6, 1917 GRANGE LINE, VIMY & VILLERS-AUX-BOIS, FRANCE
6.4.17 No’s 1 & 3 Coys proceed to GRANGE SUBWAY – VIMY RIDGE. Intermittent
shelling by enemy – 3 of our planes fell in enemy lines in flames.

[Note transcriber: there is no entry for Sat, Apr 7, 1917]

Sun, Apr 8, 1917 GRANGE LINE, FRANCE
TRENCHES 8.4.1917 Orders received to attack & capture a portion of VIMY RIDGE.
Intermediate objective being from S 22 d. 7¾.2 to S 22.d. 3½.5½ junction of BLUE to
BEGGAR Trench exclusive. Reference Map VIMY sheet 36 S.W. 1/10000. and Final
Objective being BRITT TRENCH from s.23.c.4.5. to Junction with STRAUBWASSER WEG
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(S.23.c.3½ .6) Inclusive) Thence to S.22.d.9 ½.9 ½. with strong points at S.23.c.3½.6. and
S.23.c.1.8.
Message received at midnight from Brig. Gen. A.G. MACDONELL as follows “I cannot go
to bed without wishing you & your gallant lads good speed, best of good luck and victory”

[Note transcriber: the next entries incorrectly begin with 8.4.1917, this should be 9.4.17]

Mon, Apr 9 to Wed, Apr 11, 1917 ASSAULT ON VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
TRENCHES 8.4.17 [9.4.17] through 11.4.17 Operations against VIMY RIDGE successfully
carried out – both objectives being reached and effectively consolidated. Detailed narrative of
these operations appear in the Appendix referred to in the margin. The weather during the
four days operations commenced with heavy showers on 8.4.17 turning to a fine bright day on
the 9.4.17 with heavy snow storms on 10/4/17 and 11/4/17.
Battalion relieved on 11.4.17 and moves to La Motte Camp
Appendix No A

Thu, Apr 12, 1917 LA MOTTE FARM [MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY)], FRANCE
LA MOTTE 12.4.17 3 to 4 inches of snow on ground – rapidly melting – Bright turning to
snow showers. Camp in very bad condition. Lieut. L.V. DRUMMOND – HAY appointed
Adjutant (27.12.16). LIEUT J.E. PIKE [475991] taken on strength - posted No. 3 Co &
LIEUT N.D. DOW [411006] to Battn. H.Q. A/Major H.E. SULIVAN invalided sick to
England. LIEUT [W.H.] MORRIS M.C. [410512]to be Bombing officer – Lieut. R.L.
HAGGARD [1768] assumes Command No 3 Co.

Fri, Apr 13, 1917 LA MOTTE FARM [MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY)], FRANCE
LA MOTTE CAMP 13.4.17 Showery. Following message received at 5 p.m. 13.4.17
“Congratulate all ranks heartily on the recent Canadian successes. I have heard of your doings
with pride” PRINCESS PATRICIA” to which the following reply was sent by the Officer
Commanding “All ranks of Your Royal Highness’ Regiment appreciate most keenly your
gracious telegram and send further assurance of our devotion.”

Sat, Apr 14, 1917 LA MOTTE FARM [MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY)], FRANCE
LA MOTTE CAMP 14.4.17 Military Medal awarded to No 487390 L/Cpl Campbell S.H. &
489766 Pte HENRY H.N. Lieuts LALOR C.F. SCOTT L. [640] & GODBER H.J. taken on
strength posted No. 1 2 & 4 Co’s.
LIEUT R.H. SIMONDS, [411056] R.L. SLADEN & A.F. WAGNER [411111] killed 9.4.17
VIMY RIDGE
63 other ranks killed 137 wounded 3 missing. 10 died of wound Officers 3 killed 8 wounded

Sun, Apr 15, 1917 LA MOTTE FARM, [MONT ST. ELOI (ELOY)], FRANCE
15.4.17 Rain. Following message from H.R.H. Princess Patricia through H.R.H. Prince
ARTHUR of CONNAUGHT “I am very proud to hear of the gallant part taken by the
Regiment in the Capture of VIMY RIDGE and I send them my most hearty congratulations. I
sincerely trust that their Casualties were not heavy” to which the following reply was sent him
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“All ranks of Her ROYAL HIGHNESS Regiment most thoroughly appreciate the very kind
message just received from you. We have already cabled our Colonel – in – Chief
acknowledging previous cablegram.” Signed AGAR ADAMSON LT. Col. P.P.C.L.I.
Congratulatory messages were received from the Commander in – Chief [Sir Douglas Haig],
& [General H.S. Horne] The Commander First Army [ inserted: and Sir Robert Borden]
addressed to G.O.C Canadian Corps [General Sir Julian Byng].
Major A.G. MARTIN M.C. [1266] assumes duties of 2 i/c vice Major D.F.B. GRAY D.S.O.
(appointed G.S.O. 3). Lieut L. SCOTT [640] assumes command of No. 2 Co. vice Major
GRAY Martin Capt. A.G. PEARSON [51383] apptd. Acting Major vice Major C.J.T.
STEWART D.S.O. invalided (10.2.17). Lieut. J.R. MACPHERSON [411064] to be Act’g
Captain and Lieut. A.C. WHITE [51266] to be Act’g Captain whilst employed as Instructor
3rd Can. Div. School. Lieut. B.K. SNIDER [1624] taken on strength. Battalion moves to
billets in GOUY SERVINS.

Mon, Apr 16, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
GOUY SERVINS 16.4.17 Rain. Lectures and training.

Tue, Apr 17, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
GOUY SERVINS 17.4.17 Lectures & Training. Rain. Congratulatory messages addressed to
the C. in C. by H. M. The KING and by The SECRETARY of STATE for WAR and by the
C. in C. French N. & N.E. Armies General NIVELLE referring to the action of VIMY RIDGE
received.
Lieut TAGGART W.J. and WILLIAMS M.W. [McG 145] taken on strength.

Wed, Apr 18, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
GOUY SERVINS 18.4.17 Rain. Congratulatory message from Major – General TURNER
Comg Can. Troops in ENGLAND to Corps Commander referring to VIMY RIDGE action.
Lectures and training

Thu, Apr 19, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
GOUY SERVINS 19.4.17 Showery. Training

Fri, Apr 20, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
GOUY SERVINS 20.4.17 fine. Training. Battalion moves into Quarry Line on VIMY
RIDGE at midnight. Major [A] RASMUSSEN reported back from hospital.

Sat, Apr 21, 1917 QUARRY LINE, VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
Trenches 21.4.17 fine. Transport lines at LA TARGETTE

Sun, Apr 22, 1917 QUARRY LINE, VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
Trenches 22.4.17 fine.



14

Mon, Apr 23, 1917 QUARRY LINE, VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
Trenches 23.4.17 fine. No 2 Co'y relieves a Co. of 2 C.M.R. in T.19.b.

Tue, Apr 24, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 24.4.17 fine. [inserted: but cloudy] Nos 4 1 Co. & 3 Co. relieve 1 ½ Coys of 4
C M R. in right sub-section front line & No. 4 Coy one Co. 2 C.M.R. Ref. Map. 36C S.W.
1/20000. B. H. Q. at T.19 b. 8.4

Wed, Apr 25, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 25.4.17 Fine. [inserted: but cloudy] B. H. Q – railway embankment – 1 & 3 in
front line 2 & 4 in support.

Thu, Apr 26, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 26.4.17 Fine. [inserted:& warmer but cloudy] A prisoner was captured by patrol
at 1 a.m. Much patrolling. both aggressive & reconnaissance done – 2 new trenches being dug
– a support line and Second line – Considerable hostile shelling.

Fri, Apr 27, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 27.4.17 Fine. Situation normal.

Sat, Apr 28, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 28.4.17 Fine. In night of 27-28 Nos. 2 & 4 Cos. relieve 1 & 3 in front line No.
1 & 3 retiring to Support. Normal

Sun, Apr 29, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 29.4.17 Fine. On 28th a Corps and a Division made a successful attack on our
right capturing Arleu ARLEUX & part of OP.PY. Considerable hostile shelling

Mon, Apr 30, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD, FRANCE
TRENCHES 24.4.17 Fine. On night of 29-30 2 Cos. 52 Batl.n relieve Nos. 1 & 3 in
Cos. in support. – 1 & 3 going back to Quarry line.

Fine. Bombarded with enemy gas shells from 1 a.m. to 5 p.m. 2 minor casualties. Much
discomfort experienced. otherwise quiet. No. 1 & 3 Cos. proceed to billets at Villers au Bois.
Total Casualties from 24 to 30 April. Officers – nil O.R. 6 Killed in action 2 Died of
wounds 4 wounded still at duty. 22 wounded 9 shell shock & gas poisoning – Total 43.
Major [D.F.B.] GRAY D.S.O. to be G.S.O. 3 3rd Can. Div. vice Major A.P.O. MEREDITH

[Note transcriber: during April 1917 the Commanding Officer of the P.P.C.L.I. was
Lieutenant-Colonel Agar Adamson.]
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APPENDIX A

PRINCESS PATRICIAS LIGHT INFANTRY

OPERATION ORDERS No.7:

By Lieut. Col. Agar Adamson, DSO, Comdg. PPCLI.

In the Field.

5th April 1917.

[inserted: Map Ref. 36 B. & 51C]

Operations will take place on day (date of which has been communicated verbally to
all concerned)

1. INTENTION. No.2 Co. will relieve Centre Company of the 43rd Bn on W/X night.

No.4 Co. will relieve a Coy of the 43rd Bn in PYLONES on W/X night.

Nos.1 and 3 Companies will proceed to trenches and will be accommodated

in GRANGE SUBWAY entering via QUARRIES line on X/Y night.

2. STARTING POINT. X.19.d.3.3. (Map Reference 36B)

3. ORDER OF MARCH. W/X night – 2,4 and H.Q.Details.

X/Y " - 1 and 3 Coys.

4. INTERVAL. 100 yards between platoons.

5. TIMR OF START. 7.45 p.m.

6. ROUTE. VILLERS AUX BOIS – LAMOTTE FARM – (F.2.d.4.9. to F.9.a.0.7. –

F.9.a.5.4. – F.4.c.0.3. – F.4.c.2.1) – BERTHONVAL FARM and plank road.

7. DRESS. Battle order. Jerkins will be worn and one blanket carried.

Blanket will be returned to Transport on Z night.

8. REPORTS. Completion of reliefs will be reported to Bn. HQ by runner.

9. OFFICERS KITS Trench kit and mess stores for Nos.2 and 4 Coys and HQ
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MESS STORES & willl be piled ready for loading outside No.1mCo’s billet

TRANSPORT. at 3 p.m. today and Nos.1 and 3 Coys same time and place,

April 6th.

Spare kits, men’s packs and extra blankets rolled in bundles of ten

will be placed in Canteen billet No.42 under Co. arrangements and

handed over to Q.M.

10. BOMBS. Nos.2 and 4 Coys will draw bombs and other supplies to be

carried at billet No.7 at 1 p.m. today.

Nos.1 and 3 Coys at same place and time on April 6th 1917.

11. SANDBAGS. Each man will carry one sandbag to enable him to carry

rations etc which will not go in haversack. Sandbags will be

issued in accordance with para.10.

Issued by runner at .........

Sgd. L.V. Drummond Hay Lt. & Adjt.

Copy No.1 2nd i/C

2 Adjt

3 O.C. No.1 Co.

4 2

5 3

6 4

7 O.C. Bn. Hqrs

8

9 T.O.

10 Q.M.

11 7th C.I.B.

12 War Diary

13 M.O.

-------------------------------------------------------
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APPENDIX B

SECRET
Copy No.

PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY.

OPERATION ORDERS No.8
By Lieut. Col. AGAR ADAMSON, DSO Comdg. PPCLI.

In the Field. 7th April 1917

Reference Map – Vimy Sheet 36 SW. 1/10,000

.......................................................

1.
INTENTION. On Z day 7th Cdn. Inf. Bn. will attack and capture a portion of

the VIMY RIDGE.

2. TIME Zero hour will be communicated separately to all concerned.

3. BOUNDERIES. (a)Intermediate Objectove.
From S.22.d.7¾.2 to S.22.d.3½.5½
Junction of BEGGAR BLUE TRENCH and BEGGAR TRENCH
(exclusive).

(b) Final Objective.
BRITT TRENCH from S.23.c.4.5. to Junction with STAUBWESSER
WEG (S.23.c.3½.6) (Inclusive); thence to S.22.d.9½.9½, with
Strong Points at S.23.c. ½2.6 and S.23.c.1.8.

................................................
4. THE INTENTION The Battalion will attack from the OBSERVATION LINE on a
ASSAULTING TROUPS. two Company frontage: Nos.1 and 3 Coys capturing the

Intermediate Objective; Nos.2 and 4 Coys passing through
and capturing the Final Objective.
Nos.1 and 2 Coys on the Right; Nos. 3 and 4 Coys on the Left.

5. OBJECTIVES. No.1 Co. from S.22.d.7¾.2. to S.22.d.5½.3½.
No.3 Co. from S.22.d.5½.3½. to S.22.d.3½.5½.

No2 Co. BRITT TRENCH from S.23.c.4.5. to S.23.c.2.7.
No.4 Co from S.23.c.2.7. to S.22.d.9½.9½.

6. STRONG POINTS. No.1 Co. with attached Engineers and Machine Guns will
establish and hold S.P.6 at S.22.d.8½.5 with minimum garrison
of 50 men.

No.2 Co. will establish S.P. at S.23.c.3½.6 and
No.4 Co at S.23.c.1.8.
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..............................................

7. PATROLS TO After reaching Final Objective, Nos.2 and 4 Coys will push
BOIS DU CHAMP patrols forward towards BOIS CHAMP DU POURRI (S.23.b) to
POURRI_______ ascertain whether the defences of these localities are oc-

cupied. Protective barrage will be lifted to enable this
to be done. (Orders covering this will be issued later)

...............................................

9. BATTALION H.Q. Will be in GRANGE SUBWAY at S.27.d.93.96.

9. ARTILLERY At zero hour the intense shrapnel barrage will open on the
BARRAGE AND enemy’s front line system, a short distance east of his crater
INFANTRY posts and continue for three minutes. Small parties of the
ACTION.______ leading Coys will push forward into the craters and enemy crater

posts, if the barrage permits.
At plus 3 the barrage will move forward in accordance with

Artillery Barrage Time Table previously issued until at plus 35 it
is 150 yds beyond the Intermediate Objective. The Assaulting
Troops will follow it up closely to the Intermediate Objective whi
which will be mopped up and consolidated by the Coys detailed for
this work. Parties will be pushed out in front and up Communication
Trenches close under the barrage to protect the Consolidation
Parties. The barrage will remain 150 yards the beyond the Intermediate
Objective for 40 mins. during which time the troops detailed to capture
the final objective will form up in rear of the Intermediate Objective.

A short time before Plus 75 the troops detailed to take the
final objective will creep forward and form up close under the
barrage in front of the Intermediate Objective, to assault the Final
Objectiv

At Plus 75 the barrage will move forward in accordance with
the Artillery Barrage Time Table until at Plus 95 it finally
stops 300 yards beyond the Final Objective. The assaulting
troops will follow the barrage closely, mopping up as they go, spe
special attention being given to the ECOLE COMMUNE.

Battalion will detail part of their Coys proceeding beyond
Intermediate Objective to provide covering parties and to
construct the Strong Points in LA FOLIE WOOD. The remainder of
these Coys will mop up consolidate and garrison the next trench
in rear of and approximately parallel to the Final Obhectivr.

The actual advance into LA FOLIE WOOD will be preceded by
scouts and covering parties who will be specially detailed for
this work.

The barrage will ultimately lift to enable patrols to be
pushed forward in accordance with para.7.

................................................

10. MOPPERS UP. Two sections of the 49th Bn. (E.R.) will be detailed to each
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Coy to act as moppers-up. They will be under the orders of the
Coys to whcih they are attached and will accompany the attack.
After completing mopping-up they will act as stretcher-bearers,
making two trips to Regimental Aid Post and then report to O.C.
49th BN. (E.R) at MACHINE GUN FORT. Moppers-up to be in “P”
Line to left of GRANGE C.T. two hours before zero.

................................................................

11. 7th CANADIAN One Officer will be in charge of one Gun and Crew and will
T.M. BATTY._____ be attached to No.2 Co. To be in Assembly Trench two hours before

zero.
.................................................................

12.
7th CANADIAN One Officer in charge of one Machine Gun and Crew will be
M.G. COY.____ attached to No.1 Co. to be in Assembly 1½ hours before zero. A

second Machine-gun will be in reserve at Bn. HQ until Final
Objective has been captured when it will take up a position
in S.P._6.

..................................................................

13.
ENGINEERS. One Officer and four sappers of the 7th Field Co. C.E. will

accompany No.1 Co. to assist in the construction of S.P.6. This
party will take up position in [inserted: assembly] trench two hours
before zero.

...................................................................

14.
S.O.S. SIGNAL. The S.O.S. Siganl will be RED, either rockets or Very lights.

As many as possible fired in quick succession.
......................................................................

15.
DISTINUISHING When objectives are reached the Divisional distinguishing
FLAGS._______ flags will be waved NOT stuck in the ground. Flags will be

carried as follows: 3rd CND.DIV...BLACK & RED.
4th CDN.DIV...RED.

16. No.4 Special Co. R.E. will arrange for a Smoke Barrage
SMOKE BARRAGE.from 4 inch Stokes Mortars to cover the BLACK Line from O. to Plus

15, provided the wind is then between North West and Soth West.
The decision as to the employement of smoke will rest with

the Officer in charge of the 4 inch Stokes.
..........................................................................

17. Contact aeroplanes will fly at the following times:-
CONTACT PATROLS. (a) Zero plus 50 minutes

(b) Zero plus two hours.
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......................................

18.
REPORTS. Will be sent to Bn.HQ in GRANGE SUBWAY S.27.b.93.96. until Final

Objective has been gained captured when Bn. HQ will
be in FAMINE TRENCH S.22.d.5.3½.

....................................................
19.

Watches will be synchronised at Bn. HQ three hours before zero.

Issued by runner at

Copy No.1 C.O.
2 2nd i/C
3 Adjutant
4 O.C. No.1 Co.
5 2
6 3
7 4
8 R.C.R.
9 42nd Bn Sgd. L.V.DRUMMOND HAY Lieut.& Adjt.

10 49th Bn
11 7th Cdn. Inf. Bde
12 7th Cdn. T.M. Batty
13 7th Cdn. M.G. Co.
14 War Diary

----------------------------------------------------------

APPENDIX C

PRINCESS PATRICIA’S CANADIAN LIGHT INFANTRY.

NARRATIVE OF OPERATIONS.

April 8th-9th-10th-11th, 1917.
…………………………………

On April 8th 1917 the Battalion was holding the line on VIMY RIDGE from SUFFIELD SAP
to TIDZA CRATER with one Coy in line, two Coys in GRANGE SUBWAY and one Coy in
EMPIRE REDOUBT, Battalion H.Q. in GRANGE SUBWAY. All details and general
preparations had been completed and Bn. was under orders to attack and capture VIMY
RIDGE.

Brigade Orders covering the attack were received on the morning of the 8th and
Battalion Operation Orders [inserted: as] attached (marked "A") were accordingly issued.
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8th April 1917
6 p.m. Message received from Brigade notifying Zero hour to be 5.30 a.m. 9th April 1917.
8 p.m. Instructions issued to Coys to be in Assembly Trenches ready to jump off at 4.30 a.m.

9th April 1917.

9th April 1917
4.30 a.m. Rum issue to all Coys.

5.30 a.m. Artillery opened and leading wave commenced to climb up our lip of craters.

7.10 a.m. Message No.1 received from Lieut. R.L. Haggard O.C. No.1 Co,
stating that his Coy had reached FAMINE TRENCH with few casualties
and that he was in touch with R.C.R. on right and No.3 Coy on left
Prisoners taken belong to 262 Regiment.

8 a.m. Major McDougall went from Bn. HQ and established Advanced HQ in
FAMINE TRENCH.

8.30 a.m. Message No.2 received from Lieut. Lownsbrough, O.C. No.4 Co,
stating his Coy reached final objective at 7.40 a.m. with few
casualties. Lieut. R.L. Sladen killed, Lieuts. Cloran and Plumer [Plummer]
wounded. Patrol sent down into wood in front and both his flanks
connected up.

9.30 a.m. Message No.3 from Lieut. Tenbrocke [TenBroeke], O.C. No.2 Co,
stating his Coy in final objective. 4 German Officers and 14 O.R. Taken
prisoners. Casualties pretty strong. Enemy resistance weak.
Enemy artillery firing on FAMINE TRENCH. Patrol sent out in
direction of BOIS DU CHAMP POURRI. Flanks connected up.

9.45 am. Message No.4 received from Lieut. Tenbrocke [TenBroeke], O.C. N.2 Co,
calling for bombs, S.A.A. and rifles grenades. Enemy reported to
be fairly strong in front.

9.50 am Lieut Message No.5 from Lieut. Lownsbrough O.C. No.4 Coy,
calling for bombs, SA.A. rifle grenades and flares.

10.20 am. Message No.6 from Major McDougall advising German snipers very
active on left. Hill 145 still in hands of enemy.

11.05 am Message No.7 from Lieut. Lownsbrough stating that wire put out in
front of his position

11.25am 49th Bn.moppers-up reorganised and carried ammunition to front
line.

11.30 a.m. Telephone communication established between rear and advanced
Bn.Headquarters.

4.10 pm. No.4 Coy reports enemy in small parties along BRACKEN TRENCH
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and across country. Enemy Officers seen to ride up, leave
horses at Slag Heap in rear and walk up towards the trenches.
(Message No.8)

8.20 pm. Message No.9 from Major McDougall reports enemy shelling our
front and support lines.

[10] th April 1917.
12.50 a.m. Information received from First Army through Brigade that enemy

bringing up reinforcements from MERUCOURT to VIMY.

10.30 am The following report covering situation sent to 7th Cdn. Inf.
Bde.:-

"The Battalion reached Final Objective with about 35 to 40 casualties.
Consolidation was at once proceeded with and by 11 a.m. the first and second lines
had been made continuous with the exception of 50 yards in second line. During
the afternoon, commencing at 3 p.m. the enemy shelled both our lines with 5.9s,
4.2s and 7.7. mm doing a great deal of damage to our trenches and causing many
casualties. This shelling kept up till 2 a.m. to-day, the first line suffering
particularly heavy. All Corporals and Sergeants of No.2 Co, except Sgt. Fergus
are casualties. Casualty report is attached.

At the moment of writing there are six machine guns in action but crews are
short four men. One Stokes Gun is in front line, but we need ammunition for it and
crew.

No.4 Coy is at present occupying a quarter of 42nd Bn front line.
S.P.6 has been almost flattened out and I have withdrawn machine guns, two to
second line and three to STRAUBWESSER WEG just behind S.P.6.

As you will can see from Casualty Report, No.2 Coy is dis-
organised. I am sending up two N.C.Os to help reorganise No.2
Coy.

Work is well under way and expect S.A.A. bombs, tools and
salvage dumps will be completed today.

Sniping is still fairly active from the left.
Owing to weather and shelling the men are not as fr4sh as

they might be.
I got into touch with R.C.R. Officer who reports that they

are still O.K with certain reinforcements.
Excuse lack of continuity but blame Germans for keeping me

up.

10.4.17
10.30 a.m.

CASUALTY REPORT.

Total Casualties.
No.1 Co. 40
No.2 Co. 75
No.3 Co. 68
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No.4 Co. 32
215

Stretcher cases not cleared.

No.1 Co. 2 (including 1 German)
No.2 Co. 11 ,, 3
No.3 Co. Nil
No.4 Co. Nil

___
13

Dead not buried.

No.1. Co. 13
No.2 Co. 37
No.3 Co. 13
No.4 Co. 0

63

No.2 Coy is very uncertain re figures. Am doing my best to get names
and shall do my best send it in as soon as possible
10.4.17
10.30 a.m.

12.30 pm. [inserted: A patrol consisting of Lt. W.H. Morris, 2 Bn. Scouts and
20 OR. went out to ascertain position of enemy & on return Lt. Morris made the
following report:-]
A patrol consisting of Lieut. W.H. Morris, 2 Bn. Scouts and 20 O.R divided into
two parties explored ARTILLERIE WEG and STAUBWESSER WEG.
1. The party which went down ARTILLERIE WEG consisted of 2 Corpls. and 9
O.R. preceded by Scout Bettridge and 1 O.R. They travelled a distance of 130
yards from junction of ARTILLERIE WEG with our FRONT LINE reaching a
point S.23.c.6½.6. After the party had proceeded 100 yeards vigorous sniping was
commenced by the enemy. the bullets lining the top of the trench. Scout Bettridge
pushed ahead and looked over the top and ahead about 15 yards distant he saw
what he said to be 25 or 30 Germans in the trench. He was observed by the enemy
and showered with stick-bombs. Enemy sent up orange shower. The party then
returned. Scout Bettridge reports trench at this point to be in fairly good shape.
2. The party which went down STRAUBWESSER WEG, consisiting of one
Officer, 1 Corporal, 1 Scout and 9 O.R. preceded by Scout Elder and 1 O.R. Party
proceeded a distance of 100 yards reaching a point S.23.c.5½.7. About 60 yards
down on the right side of trench there are two deep dugouts with wide entrances,
very close together. Scout Elder walker [walked] about 10 yards from entrance of
second dug-out when two Germans rushed out and only a miss-fire prevented him
killing one of these. The rest of party rushed past dug-outs, the Officer in rear
guarding one entrance and 1 O.R. the other. These Germans seemed to join a larger
party and give warning for immediately we wree bombed with stick-bombs, these
falling short. One German shot at Scout Elder from what appeared to be a breast
work on the left side of trench but before he could shoot again was hit in the hit by
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Scout Elder; his helmet seemed to fly off in the air. Six men were seen in this
breast work. The guard on the near dug-out shot one of the enemy in stomach when
party was returning. The Officer remaining to bring up rear took two shots at one of
the enemy in the far dug-out. This fellow appeared to think that the show was over
and evidently was making for the breastwork. He fell back into dug-out entrance.
There wrer five or six dead Germans in the trench between the dug-outs and the
breastwork. The trench between these points showed signs of considerable
damage usage. The trench became better as we approached breastwork from dug-
outs.

Party went out…….12.50 p.m.
Party returned……. 1.20 p.m.

11th April 1917.
1.00 am No.1 Co. relieved No.2 Co. in front line, No.2 Co. returning to FAMINE

TRENCH.

1.30 am No.3 Co. relieved No.4 Co, No.4 Co. returning to FAMINE TRENCH.

2 a.m. Message No.10 received from Brigade advising Battalion will be relieved by day-
light and proceed to Brigade Support Area, with one Coy in “P” line, two Coys
in EMPIRE REDOUBT and PYLONES, two plattons in MACHINE GUN FORT
and two platoons in QUARRIES LINE.

3.20 pm Message No.11 received from Brigade advising that on completion of relief
Battalion will proceed to LAMOTTE CAMP.

8.15 p.m. Relief completed and Battalion on the way to LAMOTTE CAMP.

SUMMARY. In submitting this narrative I would like to express my appreciation
of the excellent work done by the two platoons, afterwards increased, by the
49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) who in accordance with Brigade Orders,
acted as moppers-up, stretcher-bearers and ammunition-carriers.

TROPHIES. Battalion captured three enemy trench mortars and three machine guns.

CASUALTIES.
Officers. Other Ranks.

Killed 3 54
Died of Wounds 6
Missing 10
Wounded 7 142
Wounded at Duty 1 1

------- -------
11 213

Sgd AGAR ADAMSON Lt. Col.
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Comdg. P.P.C.LI.

----------------------------------------------

APPENDIX F D

“A” Form
MESSAGES AND SIGNALS

TO {R.C.R. 49th Bn. 3rd Cdn. Div. 9th. CIBde
{P.P.C.L.I. 7th C.T.M.B. 8th. C.I. Bde.
{42nd Bn. 7th. C.M.G.C. Billeting Offr.

Forward Area.
Sender’s Number Day of Month In reply to Number. AAA

* D.359. 20th.

(1) The 7th.Cdn. Inf. Bde. less the R.C.R. will move
the vicinity of QUARRIES LINE tonight, where they
will be in Corps Reserve ready to move at half hours
notice after 6.00 am, 21st inst. aaa (2) Battalions
will move off from their billets as follows aaa
49th. Bn 12.01 am 21st. inst aaa 42nd Bn 12.30 am
21st. inst. aaa P.P.C.L.I. 12.15 am 21st. inst aaa
Trench Mortar Battery to follow P.P.C.L.I. aaa
(3) Route VILLERS AU BOIS – LAMOTTE FARM – PLANK
ROAD aaa (4) Billeting parties will be sent
forward at once and will report to Major Walkem,
GRANGE SUBWAY, who will arrange accommodation aaa
The 49th Battalion will be billeted in the most
forward position aaa (5) Packs will not be carried
aaa (6) Brigade Headquarters MACHINE GUN FORT aaa
C.Os or Seconds-in-Command with Runners will be
accommodated in the Machine Gun Fort and will
will report there by 4.00 am, 21st. inst aaa (7)
ACKNOWLEDGE aaa Addsd P.P.C.L.I, 42nd. Bn, 49th
Bn,. 7th. C.T.M. Bty, rptd all concerned.

From 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
Place
Time 8.20 pm.

(Z)
Sgd. A.O.MEREDITH,

Major.

-------------------------------------------------------

APPENDIX F
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“A” Form
MESSAGES AND SIGNALS

TO: 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Sender’s Number. Day of Month. In reply to Number. AAA

* G.999. 30th.

Warning Order aaa The 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde will move
to the vicinity of the Quarries Line to be in
position by 6.00 am 21st. inst where they will be
in Corps Reserve ready to move at half an hours
notice aaa Hqrs MACHINE GUN FORT aaa A & Q
will allot accommodation aaa Addsd 7th. Cdn. Inf. Bde.
A & Q, rpted all concerned. aaa ACKNOWLEDGE.

From 3rd. Canadian Division.
Place
Time 6.37 pm.

----------------------------------

Tue, May 1, 1917 WEST OF MERICOURT-ACHEVILLE ROAD TRENCHES &
VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 1.5.17 Fine. Remainder of 52nd Battn relieve 2 & 4 Cos. in line – 2 & 4
Cos. proceeding to Billets in Villers-Au-Bois.

Wed, May 2, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 2.5.17 Fine. Battalion resting. Baths.

Thu, May 3, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 3.5.17 Fine. Company training. Four Other Ranks reported died of
wounds received April 9/10 1917 and one of Sickness – pneumonia. Battalion sports.

Fri, May 4, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 4.5.17 Fine. Training in a.m. Sports in afternoon. A/R.S.M. JORDAN
W. (1199) promoted R.S.M,. Warrant Officer Class 1 (19.2.17). Pte. [S] BROWN (769740)
previously reported killed 9/10-4-17 now reported wounded

Sat, May 5, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 5.5.17 Fine. Training in a.m. Presentation of new drafts and officers to
the Colour. Pte.[inserted: 552239] Baker V.R. previously reported Missing (9/10-4-17) now
wounded, 817732 Pte. Harris J.A. ditto. Slight showers in evening.
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Sun, May 6, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 6.5.17 Fine. Church Parades at VILLERS. 709643 Pte JOHNSON
[R.J.] previously reported missing (9/10-4.17) now wounded

Mon, May 7, 1917 VILLERS AU BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 7.5.17 Fine – Redistribution of officers (effect 6.5.17). Battalion moves
to PYLONES Shelter on VIMY RIDGE – Companies taking 5 officers each only. Remaining
and details O.R. in Camp at LA TARGETTE – Major [D.A.] CLARKE [1763] in command.

Tue, May 8, 1917 PYLONES AREA [NORTH OF NEUVILLE-ST-VAAST], FRANCE
PYLONES 8.5.17 Fine – Instructional class formed at LA TARGETTE for Officers & details

Wed, May 9, 1917 PYLONES AREA [NORTH OF NEUVILLE-ST-VAAST], FRANCE
PYLONES 9.5.17 Rain in a.m.

Thu, May 10, 1917 PYLONES AREA [NORTH OF NEUVILLE-ST-VAAST],
FRANCE
PYLONES 10.5.17 Fine & warm

Fri, May 11, 1917 PYLONES AREA [NORTH OF NEUVILLE-ST-VAAST], FRANCE
PYLONES 11.5.17 Fine.

Sat, May 12, 1917 PYLONES AREA [NORTH OF NEUVILLE-ST-VAAST], FRANCE
PYLONES 12.5.17 Fine. Battalion moves forward over VIMY Ridge – relieving 1st C.M.R.
in Brigade Reserve. Battalion H.Q. in LA CHAUDIERE. 1 & 2 Companies in VIMY
DEFENCES 3 & 4 Companies under Command of Lt. Col. HILL R.C.R. in front line. 2nd
Can. Division on right R.C.R. on left. Major [A.G.] Martin [1266] 2 i/c reports to O.C.
R.C.R. to remain there while these two Companies are in Line

Sun, May 13, 1917 LA CHAUDIERE AREA & VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 13.5.17 Fine – slight showers in p.m. Heavy shelling about [La] Chaudiére
One enemy shell landed in entrance of dug out occupied by No 1 Co. in Railway
Embankment killing 4 and wounding 7 men. No. 1 & 2 Companies supply working parties for
the front-line each night
30 O.R. taken on strength. A/Major A.G. PEARSON [51383] Lieut [S.B.] PLUMMER
[411051] Lieut. E.P. CLORAN [440396] Lieut. J. [H.] CARVOSSO [51116] – struck off
strength – invalided England

Mon, May 14, 1917 LA CHAUDIERE AREA, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 14.5.17 Showery. Persistent shelling of LA CHAUDIERE continues.
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Tue, May 15, 1917 LA CHAUDIERE AREA & VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 15.5.17 Cloudy & Cool. LIEUTs C.A. GRANT & J.R. RIDDELL
[411142] taken on strength. 6 O.R. from C.B.D. taken on strength. Capt. A.G. PEARSON
[51383] relinquishes rank of Acting Major on ceasing to command a Company. Quiet on the
front. Casualties from 12.5.17 to date 4 O.R. killed and 13 wounded including 7 shell shock

Wed, May 16, 1917 LA CHAUDIERE AREA & VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 16.5.17 Overcast & cold turning to heavy rain in evening & night. No. 3
Company relieved from front line and proceeded to billets in VIMY DEFENCES. No. 4
Company should have been relieved but relief did not turn up. Owing to this No. 4 Company
lived for the next 24 hours on their iron rations.

Thu, May 17, 1917 LA CHAUDIERE AREA & VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 17.5.17 Cloudy with mist. No. 4 Company relieved and moves to billets in
VIMY DEFENCES

Fri, MAY 18, 1917 VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 18.5.17 Cloudy. Whole Battalion now supplying working and carrying
parties for the front line.

Sat, May 19, 1917 VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 19.5.17 Cloudy,- clearing to fine. Great deal of aerial activity

Sun, May 20, 1917 VIMY DEFENCES, FRANCE
LA TARGETTE 20.5.17 Fine. Relieved by 52nd Battalion. Relief completed by 11 p.m. The
Battalion proceeded to GRANGE SUBWAY

Mon, May 21, 1917 GRANGE SUBWAY, VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 21.5.17 Showery Battalion spends morning cleaning up and marches in
afternoon to VILLERS HUTS in VILLERS-AU-BOIS

Tue, May 22, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 22.5.17 Heavy Rain. Battn parades and training. Lieuts C.K: McRORIE
[21867] D.A.WRIGHT and E.M. JACQUES [411061] taken on strength. The under-
mentioned O.R. awarded MILITARY MEDAL No. 1065 SGT. S.J. RIDLEY McG 116
SGT. R.C.M. FERGUS, 487334 Cpl. R. LAVERS, McG 186 SGT. F.T. MABSON, 489753
L/C. W.A. WARNER, 475453 Pte. W.G. ELDER, 446134 G. THORNDYKE
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489779 J.E. LIVETT, 411018 P.H. FERGUSON, 487371 E.H. NEWTON, 1033128 C.
PORTER, 21409 Cpl. (A/SgT.) R. SAVAGE, (Att. 7 C.T.M.B) 475306 Pte. F.W.
CRAWFORD (Att 7 C.I.B.)

Wed, May 23, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 23.5.17 Fine. Battalion & Company drills & training & Baths. In
addition to previously mentioned casualties, one O.R. killed and 8 wounded in operations 12-
5-17 to 21-5-17. MAJOR A.G. MARTIN (M.C.) [1266] assumes command of Battalion
temporarily from 21.5.17 vice Lieut. Col. AGAR ADAMSON (D.S.O.)

Thu, May 24, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 24.5.17 Fine Drills, lectures and training.

Fri, May 25, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 25.5.17 Fine – Battalion carries off second prize in C.A.S.C.
Competition for our light draft team and limbered waggon - active service conditions - open
to Units comprising 3rd Division R.C.R. first prize. Lieut. G.W. Guiou [475868] appointed
Bombing officer (temporarily) and Lieut. J.A. HASLAM temporarily Assistant Adjutant

Sat, May 26, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 26.5.17 Fine. Drill lectures and training in a.m. Battalion sports in
afternoon. 7 O.R. taken on strength from C.B.D.

Sun, May 27, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 27.5.17 Fine. Church parade in morning Brigade sports in afternoon

Mon, May 28, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 28.5.17 Cloudy. Company training

Tue, May 29, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 29.5.17 Cloudy & Cold. Musketry and training

Wed, May 30, 1917 VILLERS-AU-BOIS, FRANCE
VILLERS AU BOIS 30.5.17 Fine with showers Musketry and training.
LIEUT. A.L. MILLS taken on strength from 3rd Can. Ent. Battn MAJOR D.A. CLARKE
(M.C.) [1763] struck off strength from 23.5.17 on proceeding to England. 3 O.R. taken on
strength from C.B.D (29.5.17)


