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85th Battalion – Nova Scotia Highlanders

12th Canadian Brigade – 4th Canadian Division

WAR DIARY

[The Breed of Manly Men]

War Diary transcribed by Ed Tainton

War Diary proofread by Michael Thierens

[(13/10/16) embarked Halifax aboard S.S. Olympic, arriving England (19/10/16) Training at
Witley Camp, Surrey, England]
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Thu, Feb 1, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
Nothing to report

Fri, Feb 2, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
Nothing to report
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Sat, Feb 3, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
Nothing to report

Sun, Feb 4, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
2.30 p.m. Kings & Regimental Colors deposited in Witley Parish Church. The Battalion fell
in at 1 pm and marched to the Church – “B” Coy escort to the Colors.
Mon, Feb 5, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
Nothing to report

Tue, Feb 6, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
6 p.m. 185th Bn. entertanes 85th Bn

Wed, Feb 7, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
11 a.m. Battalion inspected by Sir Francis Howard, Inspector General, British Isles.

Thu, Feb 8, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
Nothing to report

Fri, Feb 9, 1917 Witley Camp, South Surrey, England
3 p.m. Orders received for Battalion to move and entrain at MILFORD STATION
commencing at 12.30 am 10/2/17

Sat, Feb 10, 1917 Milford, Surrey, England
Fine & cold
Entrained at MILFORD STATION, SURREY in three parties as follows:-

1.45 a.m. 1st party 23 Officers, 393 Other Ranks
3.30 a.m. 2nd “ 17 “ 405 “ “
5.30 a.m. 3rd “ 1 “ 13 “ “

Remainder of the Battalion, 5 Officers, 100 OR in quarantine at WITLEY. Total nominal
roll 977 OR instead of 978 – 1 watch detail attached as medically unfit just previous to
entraining. Authorized Establishment made up as below:- War establishment New Army
1916 Part VII and ?????dment

Officers Staff
Sergeants

Sergeants Rank &
File

Total

Lieutenant-Colonel 1
Lieut-Colonel( 2nd

in Command)
1

Adjutant 1
Quartermaster 1
Lewis Gun Officer 1
Assistant Adjutant 1
Sergeant Major 1
Quartermaster
Sergeant

1

Orderly Room
Clerk

1

,, ,,
Sergeant

1

Sergeant Cook 1
Transport Sergeant 1
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Sergeant
Shoemaker

1

Drivers (1st line) for
vehicles

10

Transport –spare
animals

2

Batmen 6
Pioneers
Pioneer Sergeant 1
Pioneers 10

Total 6 3 5 28
Authorized Establishment (continued)

Total 6 3 5 28
Signallers
Sergeant 1
Corporal 1
Privates 15
Stretcher Bearers 16
Orderlies for
Medical Officer

2

Water Details 6
6 3 6 68

Authorized by Amendment to War Establishment Part VII 1916
Paymaster 1
Transport Officer 1
Batmen 2
Add- Pipers 1 5
O.R.’s 1
4 Companies 24 892
Supernumerary
Officers

14

46 3 8 967 76
Officers
978 O.R.

FOLKSTONE 10-2-17
5.30 am First party arrived.
7. am Second party arrived (Third party-with horses-travelling via another route) Officers to
VICTORIA HOTEL; O.R.’s to CRESCENTS (apartment houses)
9. am Embarked on S.S. ”LONDON”
10.30 am Sailed.
BOULOGNE 12. noon Arrived at BOULOGNE.
ST. MARTINS LARGE REST CAMP NO 5 10/2/17 3.45 pm Marched in via
OSTROHOVE, Officers quarters in Q.M. Stores – O.R. in tents.

Sun, Feb 11, 1917 ST. MARTINS LARGE REST CAMP NO 5, FRANCE
Dull & mild. Casualties; 4 sent to HOSPITAL - 2 mumps, 1 heart - 1 venereal.

Mon, Feb 12, 1917 ST. MARTINS LARGE REST CAMP NO 5, FRANCE
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Foggy - some rain - ordered to be ready to move at 2 p.m. but order cancelled, said to be due
to trains breaking down. 11.20 PM Verbal order from Camp Adjutant, all other Ranks and 20
Officers march out at 6 am, report GARE CENTRAL 7.15 am 13/2/17
Rationed up to 15th inst inclusive. Remainder of 20 Officers parade 8 am reported at GARE
CENTRAL 9 am rationed up to 15th inst inclusive.

Tue, Feb 13, 1917 ST. MARTINS LARGE REST CAMP NO 5, FRANCE
6.00 am Left ST. MARTINS CAMP – entrained at BOULOGNE left at 9.30 am.

Wed, Feb 14, 1917 HOUDAIN, FRANCE
11.30 pm 13-2-17 Arrived and marched to GOUY SERVINS
4.30 am Arrived - O.R’s billeted at CHATEAU – Officers billeted as follows:-

“A” Coy – MAJOR J.A. MacKENZIE – CAPT. J.M MILLAR – BILLET N0.43
Lieuts. – A.F. MACKAY – A.D. BORDEN – J.M. HENSLEY – J.R.

MacFARLANE – No 33
Lieut L.W. BLACK– NO. 6
“B” Coy – MAJOR J.A. RUDLAND – LIEUTS – W T. RUGGLES – T.M. McLEAN
– J.F.E. FORBES – A.C. KING – N.L.CHIPMAN– NO 1 PETIT SERVINS.
“C” Coy – MAJOR F W. MILLER – CAPT. H.E. CROWELL – NO 26
LIEUTS – G.R. PARSONS– R.R. HALEY – F C. MANNING – NO 33
Lieut. H.A. CRAWLEY – NO. 6
“D” Coy – CAPT. P.W. ANDERSON– LIEUTS – A.W. McLEAN – H.M. WYLIE –
R.D. GRAHAM – E.R. CLAYTON – H.A. LOVE – CHATEAU
“H.Q”. – LT. COL. A H BORDEN – LT. COL. E.C. PHINNEY – MAJOR J.L.
RALSTON – NO 7
MAJOR M.H. MORRISON – CAPT. R. J. DONALDSON – LIEUT. R.M
McKENZIE – LT. COL. J. HAYES – LIEUT. W.J. WRIGHT – N0 33
LIEUTS. – H C. VERNER – D. MOONEY – C.H. SNOW – W. McL. ROBERTSON
– C. CAMPBELL – CHATEAU
LIEUTS – G.R. YOUNG – A.T. Croft – N0 6

10 am MAJOR-GENERALWATSON – G.O.C. 4th CANADIAN DIVISION and
LT.COL.IRONSIDES G.S.O. called on Commanding Officer at the CHATEAU. Spent the
day getting settled, cleaning up and preparing for inspection on 15th - Fine & Cold

Thu, Feb 15, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine – some warmer – Battalion inspected by MAJOR GENERAL WATSON, Divisional
Commander.

Fri, Feb 16, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine Preliminary musketry.

Sat, Feb 17, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine – Medical inspection – inspection of arms, ammunition and quarters.
Following Officers spent the day in tour of front line trenches’-
LT. COL. E.C. PHINNEY – 72nd Bn. Lines
MAJOR J.A. MACKENZIE – 73rd ,, ,,

“ F.W. MILLER– 72nd ,, ,,
“ J.A. RUDLAND – 72nd ,, ,,

Capt. P.W. ANDERSON – 73rd ,, ,,
Lieut A.T. CROFT– 73rd ,, ,,
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5 pm Lieut. Col E.C. Phinney left at 5 pm for Commanding Officer’s Conference at First
Army School – BOULOGNE . Transport Section detached for instruction.

Sun, Feb 18, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
Dull & Mild. Protestant Church Parade to Y.M.C.A. – Capt. A. CLARKE officiating. R.C.
Church Parade to GOUY SERVINS Church. All available men at Musketry – LIEUT. C.M.
SNOW – A/SGT. E.H. SMALL – A/L/CPL. A.F. MCAREE left for 6 days instruction in
signalling under Divisional Signalling Officer. LIEUT. H.A. LOVE. and batman to First
Army Signal School, LIETTRES. LIEUTS. J.R. MCFARLANE – N.L. CHIPMAN – G.R.
PARSONS – R.D. GRAHAM commence 3 day Platoon Commanders Course at Divisional
School, MAISNIL BOUCHE

Mon, Feb 19, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
Misty. Undernamed Officers with their batmen to front line on 6 day tour:-

LIEUT. COL. A.H. BORDEN – 3 days 38th – 3 days 78th

MAJOR J.A. MacKENZIE – 38TH Bn
LIEUT. W.T. RUGGLES – 38TH BN.
MAJOR F.W. MILLER – 78TH BN.
LIEUT. A.W. McLEAN – 78TH BN

LIEUTS - H.C. VERNER - R.D. REID – J.M. HENSLEY – J.F.E. FORBES – E.R.
CLAYTON and 62 O.R’s at 6 day Bombing Course, Divisional School, MAISNIL BOUCHE.
LIEUT. G. CAMPBELL and 80 O.R’s commence 6 day Lewis Gun Course at Divisional
School, MAISNIL BOUCHE.
24 O.R. commence P.T. Course at Divisional School, MAISNIL BOUCHE.
A/Sgt H.L. COLLINS proceeded to BASE.
LIEUT A.F. MCKAY - LIEUT. A.C. KING – LIEUT. R.R. HALEY and LIEUT H.M.
WYLIE with 100 O.Rs left for Brigade Reserve, BAJOLLE LINE.
Capt. J.M. MILLAR - LIEUTS T.M. McLEAN – H.A. CRAWLEY – F.C. MANNING with
200 O.R at trenches as CABLE BURYING party until 4 am 20-2-17

Tue, Feb 20, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
DULL – LIEUT - GENERAL BYNG and MAJOR GENERAL RADCLIFFE called- C.O.
and 2ND-IN-COMMAND both away. CAPT. H.E. CROWELL – LIEUTS W. MEL
ROBERTSON – L.W. BLACK and W.J. WRIGHT with 150 O.R to trenches as carrying
party to 176th TUNNELING COY till 7 am 21-2-17.

Wed, Feb 21, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS, FRANCE
DARK & CLOUDY ??????????? Companies reorganized on basis of 4th Canadian Division
letter 22/1/17 LIEUTS. A.D. BORDEN – T.M. McLEAN – F.C. MANNING – L.W.
BLACK – W. McL. ROBERTSON – H.M. WYLIE and G.R. YOUNG taking Platoon
Commanders Course at Divisional School MAISNIL BOUCHE.
LIEUTS. G.R. PARSONS and 40 O.R. as working party at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE.
LIEUTS R.D. GRAHAM – N.L. CHIPMAN – J.R. MCFARLANE with 150 O.R’s to
trenches as carrying party for 176th TUNNELLING COY till 7. am 22-2-17

Thu, Feb 22, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
DULL. LIEUT. R.D. GRAHAM and 40 OR. as working party at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE
LIEUTS R.D. CAPT. P.W. ANDERSON – LIEUTS. H A. CRAWLEY – G.R. PARSONS
with 150 OR’s to trenches as carrying party to 176TH TUNNELLING COY till 7 am 23-2-17 2
Casualties on working party. PTE. G. FREEMAN wounded slightly at duty” “L/Cpl A
GILLIS wounded at duty” evacuated to C.C.S. – “A/Cpl E.E. CRESS wounded slightly at
duty”
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Fri, Feb 23, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
DULL. All available men at Musketry.
LIEUT. R.D. GRAHAM and 40 OR as working party at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE. 30 OR’s
at Ammunition Dump GOUY SERVINS, as working party LIEUT. G.R. PARSONS and 30
OR to D.A.D.O.S. BRAY as working party.

Sat, Feb 24, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
FINE & WARM 2 O.R’s. attached to 4th Divisional Train. 50 OR’s at Baths
Battalion working 7.30 to 8.30 on new Platoon organization – same in afternoon 2 – 4.30 pm.
Undernamed Officers to Divisional School MAISNIL BOUCHE on Platoon Commanders
course:- LIEUTS A.T. CROFT – H.A. CRAWLEY – H.C. VERNER – J.F.E. FORBES –
R.D. REID – J.M. HENSLEY – E.R.CLAYTON – G. CAMPBELL

Sun, Feb 25, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
FINE. Protestant & R.C. Church Parades in morning. CAPT. McASKILL officiated at
Protestant service in Y.M.C.A. – R.C. Service at GOUY SERVINS Church. All afternoon
practicing platoon organization preparing for Corps Commanders inspection. About 6 pm
inspection cancelled. PTE. W.L. MORINE away for cookery Course at Divisional School,
MAISNIL BOUCHE

Mon, Feb 26, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
DARK & CLOUDY. LIEUT. L.W. BLACK and 64 O.R. commenced 6 day Lewis Gun
course at Divisional School, MAISNIL BOUCHE. LIEUT. T.M. McLEAN and 8 O.R.
commenced 6 day Trench Mortar Course at Divisional School MAISNIL BOUCHE.
20 N.C.O’s reported to Divisional Gas School, MAISNIL BOUCHE, for instruction in Box
respirators. MAJOR F.W. MILLER – LIEUTS. A.D. BORDEN – N.L. CHIPMAN – J.F.E.
FORBES – FC MANNING – E R.CLAYTON – R.D. REID – H.A. CRAWLEY and 202
O.R. quartered at CHATEAU-DE-LA- HAIE to work on cable burying until further orders
Undernamed Officers with their batmen, left on 6 day tour of trenches:-

LT. COL. E.C. PHINNEY – 3 days 72nd 3 days 73rd

MAJOR J.L. RALSTON - “ “ “ “ “
“ J.H. RUDLAND – 72nd

CAPT. J.M. MILLAR – 72nd

“ P.W. ANDERSON – 73rd

“ H.E. CROWELL – 73rd

Tue, Feb 27, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
DULL. LIEUT. H.A. CRAWLEY – LIEUT. R.D. REID and 62 O.R. of “C” Coy relieved
equal number of “A” & “D” at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE.

Wed, Feb 28, 1917 GOUY SERVINS, FRANCE
FINE. LIEU.T G.R. PARSONS (and batman) and SGT. McRAE left to attend Course at
School of Instruction, BOULOGNE.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col .A. H. Borden]

Thu, Mar 1, 1917 GOUY SERVINS 36B.Q35c, FRANCE
FINE & COLD. Moved to CHATEAU DE LA HAIE (36 B 12) All Officers and other ranks
billeted in NIAGARA CAMP. LIEUTS. R.D. REID and 8 O.R’s commence Trench Mortar
Course at Divisional School, MAISNIL BOUCHE LIEUTS. W.T. RUGGLES – J.M.
HENSLEY – A.D. BORDEN – J.R. McFARLANE and 100 O.R’s. to BAJOLLE LINE to
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continue work done by 38TH Bn. party. LIEUT. R.D. GRAHAM and 50. O.R’s on Gun Pit
Construction work, 5TH Brigade. R.F.A. – 16 O.R’s at carpentry work at CHATEAU DE LA
HAIE.

Fri, Mar 2, 1917 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE 36B.12., FRANCE
FINE & COLD. LT.COL. J.HAYES, LIEUTS. W.McL ROBERTSON, H.C. VERNER, C.H.
SNOW, G. CAMPBELL, N.L. CHIPMAN, E.R. CLAYTON, T.M. McLEAN with 31. O.R.
with 46TH & 47TH Bns. in front line trenches on 36 hour tour of instruction in trench routine
and duties.

Sat, Mar 3, 1917 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE 36B.12., FRANCE
FINE & COLD. Supplied working party of 52. O.R at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE building
huts.

Sun, Mar 4, 1917 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE 36B.12., FRANCE
FINE & COLD. LIEUTS. H.T. CROFT & W.McL. ROBERTSON (and batman) ACTG
C.S.M. W.D. COOK and ACTG C.S.M. J. BROGAN left today for PERNES for
ADJUTANTS and SERGEANT MAJORS course at CORPS SCHOOL THERE.
LIEUTS. J.M. HENSLEY, J.R. McFARLANE, A.D. BORDEN, R.D. REID, R.R. HALEY,
W.J. WRIGHT, A.F. McKAY, L.W. BLACK, A.C. KING, R.D. GRAHAM, H.M. WYLIE,
H.A. CRAWLEY and 127 O.R. with 46TH & 47TH Bns. in front line trenches on 36 hour tour
of instruction in trench routine & duties.
CASUALTIES MAJOR J.A. MACKENZIE – wounded -

#283336 (?) Pte. L.R. YOUNG (?), “B” Coy – killed-near HOSPITAL CORNER
#222538 Pte. C. YOUNG, “B” Coy shell wound - right leg do
#282752 Pte. G.LENT, “B” Coy ,, ,, ,,hand do

Mon, Mar 5, 1917 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE 36B. 12., FRANCE
SNOW IN MORNING. DARK & CLOUDY
58.O.R. reinforcements arrived from 4TH CANADIAN ENTRENCHING BATTALION.
Nearly all of the 58 were from the 193rd Bn. and the balance from the 219th Bn.

Tue, Mar 6, 1917 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
FINE & WARM. Supplied working party of 20.O.R. pitching tents at CHATEAU DE LA
HAIE. 50.O.R. to Divisional School, MAISNIL BOUCHE for Platoon Training.

Wed, Mar 7, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
DULL & COLD. The Battalion moved from CHATEAU DE LA HAIE to BOUVIGNY and
are billeted as follows:-

OFFICERS OTHER RANKS
LIEUT.COL. A.H.BORDEN ) MONSIEUR “H.Q.” Coy in Billets 1,3, & 6

“ “ E.C.PHINNEY ) GOUDEMONDE “A” “ “ 2,3,25,& 26
MAJOR J.L.RALSTON ) ARSENE “B” “ “ CHATEAU

“C” “ “ “
LIEUT.COL.J.HAYES ) “D” ‘ ‘ “
MAJOR M.H.MORRISON ) BILLETT
CAPT. R.I.DONALDSON ) NO 64
LIEUT. R.McKENZIE )
ALL OTHER OFFICERS IN CHATEAU

Thu, Mar 8, 1917 BOUVIGNY 36.B. R.19.c., FRANCE
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DULL & CLOUDY. MAJOR F.W.MILLER, LIEUTS.R.D.REID, A.C.MANNING and
94.O.R. attached for trench duty to 50TH Bn. in front line. CAPT.H.E.CROWELL, LIEUT.
H.A.CRAWLEY and 50.O.R. attached to 44TH Bn. in front line for trench duty. MAJOR
J.A.RUDLANG,LIEUTS T.M.McLEAN, A.C.KING, N.L.CHIPMAN and 146.O.R. attached
to 54th Bn. in front line for trench duty.

CASUALTIES:-
222171 A/CPL. CLARK, J.W. “C” Coy-KILLED -while on working party in front line
with 44TH Bn.
282851 Pte HAYDEN, W.E. “C” Coy - KILLED - do
222088 ,, McDONALD,G.E., “C” Coy – KILLED - do
#222157 ,, GERRARD, M. “C” Coy – WOUNDED while in front line with 44TH Bn
#222028 ,, HARRIS, H. “C” ,, - WOUNDED while on sentry duty in front line
#283427 ,, QUINN, E.L., “C” ,, - WOUNDED while in support line.

Fri, Mar 9, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
CLOUDY - LIEUT. W.T.RUGGLES and 4.O.R. attached to 54TH Bn. in front line for
trench duty. 5.O.R’s “C” Company joined “C” Coy party in the front line with Trenches with
44TH Bn.
Band “A” & “D” Companies with stretcher bearers inspected by SIR. ROBERT. L.
BORDEN – Map location – VIMY 36a S.W.W 5 a 2.4.

Sat, Mar 10, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
CLOUDY. Carrying on with new Platoon organization and specialist classes.
Divisional authorities do not feel justified in allowing Band to remain as such without
some authorization. Advised that would allow us 10 days in which, might be received
some authorization, otherwise Band should be absorbed in the ranks for regular duty.

Sun, Mar 11, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
Fine. 15.O.R. arrived as reinforcements from Canadian Base Depot =7 –185th,
2 – 185TH, 6 – 73RD. Same training routine as yesterday.

Mon, Mar 12, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
CLOUDY. 200.O.R. at Baths. 1 – 3 pm fixing up kit and deficiencies, getting ready
for the line.

Tue, Mar 13, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
CLOUDY. IN MORNING – FINE IN AFTERNOON
LIEUT. D. MOONEY and 41.O.R. (Band) left as working party for 3RD. CANADIAN
DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY. Pte. A.BENNETT left for Divisional School, COUPIGNY,
for 12 day cooking course.

Wed, Mar 14, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
FINE. CAPT. J.M.MILLAR, LIEUTS. A.F. McKAY, J.M.HENSLEY, H.D.BORDEN,
J.R. McFARLANE and 156.O.R. attached for trench duty to 46TH & 47TH Bns, relieving “C”
Coy. CAPT. P.W.ANDERSON, LIEUTS, H.M.WYLIE, E.R.CLAYTON, R.D.GRAHAM
and 153.O.R. attached for trench duty to 78TH Bn, relieving “B” Coy who marched into billets
this afternoon.

Thu, Mar 15, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE 36B R19c
CLOUDY.
“B” & “C” Coys cleaning up. Paraded for Box Respirators to Gas School.
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Fri, Mar 16, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
FINE.
CASUALTIES:- #222998 Pte. W.I.LESLIE, KILLED while on sentry duty in front line
trenches with the 46TH Bn. New classes commenced in Lewis Gun, Bombing, Rifle Grenades,
Bayonet Fighting, Scouts & Snipers, and N.C.O’s in platoon organization. Enquiry from
Corps as to location of 85TH Band.

Sat, Mar 17, 1917 BOUVIGNY, FRANCE
FINE.
CASUALTIES: NIL
LT.COL. A.H.BORDEN and MAJOR J.L.RALSTON spent day in trenches with 46TH & 47TH

Bns. They saw CAPT. P.W.ANDERSON and large working party from “D” Coy. at
HOSPITAL CORNER on the way out about 6 pm. Classes all day – same routine as
yesterday. Weather fine-fresh westerly wind-dried very fast

Sun, Mar 18, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE 36B R25d
FINE 9.30 am R.C. Church parade 9.30 am to Chapel. 10.am Protestant Church parade at
Ala??? Post.

Mon, Mar 19, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
CLOUDY IN MORNING – RAIN & SLEET IN AFTERNOON
10.30am order received to move to BOUVIGNY HUTS today, for tactical purposes in
connection with defence of LORETTE SPUR Advance party left at 3.00pm. Advised tonight
CAPT.R.R.LAYTE, LIEUT.E.J.HALLETT, LIEUT.B.G.CURRIE, with 124.O.R’s left
HAVRE today. 2 Companies 7TH NORTHAMPTONS attached to 85TH Bn for defence of
LORETTE SPUR.

Tue, Mar 20, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS 36B R25d (APPENDIX I)
FINE. CAPT. R.R.LAYTE – LT.B.B.CURRIE and LT.E.J.HALLETT reported from
WITLEY. Syllabus – Platoon organization & attack – also classes in specialists.
Enemy artillery dropped about 50 shells in vicinity between 9.30am and 2p.m.
MAJOR J.A.RUDLAND, LIEUTS.W.T.RUGGLES – T.M. McLEAN – A.C.KING –
N.L.CHIPMAN – and 150 O.R. attached to 72nd – 73rd – 78th in the LINE. “A” Coy returned
from the LINE. MAJOR F.W.MILLER, CAPTAIN H.E.CROWELL, LIEUTS.
H.A.CRAWLEY – R.D.REID – F.C.MANNING and 156.O.R.s to BERTHONVAL WOOD
relieving “D” Coy.
CASUALTIES – “A” Coy (VIMY)

282925 Pte C.A.MORSE, Shrapnel wounds in shoulder and hand, while in front line duty
222792 ,, M.C. PEEL – wounded in left shoulder-while in front line duty
283506 ,, R.S.FAULKENHAM – wounded - shrapnel in shoulder and foot.- do
283017 ,, J.W.BROOKS – wounded-shrapnel in head – do

Wed, Mar 21, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE
Syllabus same as yesterday. LT.L.W.BLACK and 50.O.R. at GOUY SERVINS at
Ammunition DUMP unloading lorries from 1pm until 10.30pm.

Thu, Mar 22, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS 36B R2Sd
FINE IN THE MORNING – AFTERNOON SNOWING
Enemy aircraft over wood about 1.30 pm. Shells dropped by enemy artillery in vicinity
during the day. Syllabus:- Platoon organization and attack and specialist classes. 4 N.C.O’s
sent to Divisional School to train reinforcements for Bn.
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8 pm Battalion relieved 9THROYAL SUSSEX BN at LORETTE SPUR
12 midnight relieved by 2ND LEINSTERS. - Coys 7TH NORTHAMPTONS, attached to 85TH

BN, relieved by 2 Companies 13TH MIDDLESEX REGT.
APPENDIX II

Fri, Mar 23, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE . LIEUT W.J.WRIGHT and 8.O.R. (Scouts) to line and attached to 72nd Bn. for
instruction. CODE WORD for Battalion “HANCOCK” received.
4.30 to 5.30pm – Enemy planes active above woods
CASUALTY – SGT. BACKMAN – W.S. #222510 wounded - shrapnel -buttocks

Pte.GERRARD W. 212757 wounded (8/3/17) died No.23 clearing station

Sat, Mar 24, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE & COLD Cleaning up billets. Commanding Officer inspected Battalion at 2 pm.
After inspection Baseball games. Enemy planes active between 4.30 and 5.30pm.
11 pm Time changed one hour ahead – authority Canadian Corps A2958
4TH CANADIAN DIVISION A1601
Staff Officer from G.H.Q. called, and discussed the matter of the Band with the
Commanding Officer

Sun, Mar 25, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE - R.C. Parade 9.30am – Protestant 12.30pm – COMMUNION 2.p.m. – all in
Y.M.C.A. Hut. Party of 11. officers and 10 N.C.O’s at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE
receiving instruction in offensive operation.

Mon, Mar 26, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
RAINING ALL DAY Artillery inactive on both sides of the line.
9.am CAPT.P.W.ANDERSON – CAPT.R.A.LAYTTE – LIEUTS H.M.WYLIE –
R.D.GRAHAM – B.B.CURRIE – E.A.CLAYTON and 125 O.R. “D”Coy went to front
line and relieved “B”Coy (6 OFFICERS – 154 O.R.). Posted to BattalionS as follows

38TH Bn – “D”Coy. H.Q. and 1 platoon 3 Officers 52 other ranks
72ND Bn. 1 “ 1 “ 47 “ “
73RD Bn. 1 “ 2 “ 26 “ “

LT. W. Mc L.ROBERTSON to Divisional School on instruction of reinforcements.
LT. C.F.WETMORE taken on the strength (Supernumerary)
Scouts returned from duty with 72nd in the line.

Tue, Mar 27, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
COLD – SNOW FLURRIES
CAPT.J.M.MILLAR – LIEUTS. A.P. McKAY – A.D.BORDEN – J.M.HENSLEY – J.R.
McFARLANE – L.W.BLACK – C.F.WETMORE and 159.O.R’s “A” Coy to
BERTHONYAL WOOD attached to 102ND Bn. relieving “C” Coy (5 Officers – 156.O.R’s)
BAND – 1 officer – 41 O.R’s returned to Bn. H.Q. from working party under 3rd

CANADIAN DIVISIONAL ARTILLERY. #222157 Pte. W. GERRARD (wounded 8/3/17)
died at No.23 Clearing Station.
2 – 4pm LIEUT R.R.HALEY with 4TH PLATOONS at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE going over
attack scheme. LIEUT H.A.LOVE and 1 O.R. left to join “D”Coy in the line.
AIRCRAFT inactive – ARTILLERY quiet during day – heavy bombardment commenced
7 p.m. and kept up all night.

Wed, Mar 28, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE – COLD. Working party 10.O.R “B” Coy at BOUVIGNY employed repairing baths.
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9 – 12 am “B” Coy at specialist training. “C”Coy cleaning up.
9 – am Band (42 O.R) and 3 O.R’s went to COUPIGNY to go before A.D.M.S. re board.
Our aircraft active all day. Artillery active. A few Bosche shells near Bn.H.Q. about
9.30 p.m. Great motor transport activity loading at corner R 25 d 9.0
CASUALTIES:-
“D”Coy 222347 Pte RILEY Wm – shrapnel wound elbow while on duty in front line with 38TH

“B” ,, 222849 ,, TRAVERS J. - do do buttock ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, ,, 73RD Bn
“D” Coy 222350 L/Sgt ROSS A.C.-severely wounded by rifle grenade- while in front line VIMY
(rt. Hand and abdomen)
“D” Coy 2282677 Pte. CAIN I.S. shell shock wounded while on duty in front line trenches with
38TH Bn
“D” Coy 283029 ,, Crowell C.L. wounded in face by splinters. do

Thu, Mar 29, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
COLD & WET. Enemy artillery apparently directed at water main about 300 yards north
of Huts – severed connection at one point during night.
10.00am. #902154 Pte G.W.POWERS tried by Field General Court Marshal at
11TH Brigade Headquarters. Charge “Desertion” with alternative “Absent without leave”
and found “NOT GUILTY,” on both charges.
Orders received for relief at LORETTE SPUR night of 30/31ST March
Working party of 25.O.R’s under Lieut G.R.YOUNG on LORETTE SPUR from 7 pm.
until 12 midnight. Received word that draft of 78 Other Ranks arriving at BARLIN and
coming direct. Composition “A”Company 2 Other Ranks

“B” ,, 23 ,, ,,
“D” ,, 52 ,, ,,

One missing Pte. P.McAulay reported detained at base.
APPENDIX III

Fri, Mar 30, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE IN MORNING – CLOUDY WITH SHOWERS IN AFTERNOON.
Several enemy planes over wood in morning. Bn.H.Q. with B and C Companies relieved
2ND LEINSTERS on the LORETTE SPUR (SHEET 36B. S.E. X 5 –X 6 – X 11 – X 12- and
SHEET 36C SW.S1) and were relieved by 7TH NORTHAMPTON at 3.30 a.m. 31-3-17.
CASUALTIES: - 282228 (?) Pte R. GILFOY (?), “D” Coy. wounded in shin – at duty.
Wounded while in “No mans land”

Sat, Mar 31, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, FRANCE
SHOWERY. Lt. Col. Phinney and Major J.L. Ralston in line visiting “D” Company
and arranging special tasks in forthcoming operations and reconnoitering position to be
occupied by Battalion. 2 pm 77 Other Ranks arrived from WITLEY. “B” Company
moved to BOUVIGNY.
CASUALTIES: - 283086 (?) Pte Porter H.L. (?) Stretcher bearer. Wounded in right foot
caused by being grazed by shell – the shell failed to explode, while in support line with
“D” Coy
Appendix III

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lt.-Col. A.H.Borden]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...
APPENDIX I Copy No. 10

Reference
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Attached Sketch DEFENCE SCHEME OF LORETTE SPUR FOR
1/10,000 BATTALION OCCUPYING BOUVIGNY HUTS.

22nd March, 1917.

1. Position to MAISTRE LINE marked blue, X 5a and X 4d.
be occupied
on SPUR

2. Distribution. Two Companies of 24th Division to hold MAISTRE LINE X 4d and
Northerly to Point Communication Trench X 5a 25.10.
Senior Company 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion to hold MAISTRE
LINE (Easterly line) from X 5a 25.10 to X 5a 35.50.
Junior Company 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion to hold MAISTRE
LINE from X 5a 35.50 to R 35c 75.00

Battalion Headquarters about X 4b 9.0.
4th platoons A, B, C, D, 85th C.I. Battalion at BOUVIGNY HUTS in
reserve.

Regimental Aid Post – by Battalion H.Q.

Dumps – as per attached memo.

3. Route. 2 Companies 24th Division south of or by Communication Trench.
Headquarters and Companies 85th C.I. Battalion North of
Communication Trench. If H.Q. and O’s.C. Companies decide to use
BOYAN LABRAIE (?) Communication Trench the following order
will be observed:

Battalion H.Q.
Senior Coy.
Junior Coy.

4. Ammunition. Before moving off, each N.C.O. and man will be issued with 100 extra
rounds S.A.A. and will also carry at least 2 Mills Bombs. These will be
issued to units from Stores, BOUVIGNY HUTS as follows:

2 Companies 24th Division at No2 Dump.
H,Q. & 4 platoons both at No1 Dump.
Senior Coy. at Reserve Dump.
Junior Coy. at Reserve Dump.

J.R.Ralston Major
Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Nova Scotia Highlanders.

NOTE:
This memo not yet furnished this unit by 24th Divisional Defence Officer.

Copy No. 1 O.C. 24th Division Detachment,
2 O.C. “A” Coy. 85th Copy No. 7 M.O. 85th
3 O.C. “B” Coy. 85th 8 H.Q. 85th
4 O.C. “C” Coy 85th 9 73rd Brigade
5 O.C. “D” Coy 85th 10–14 War Diary.
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6 QM 85th
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APPENDIX II
Copy No .10.

SECRET OPERATION ORDER No.4.
Ref Sheet 36b
1/20,000
Sketch attached

“Support Battalion H.Q. 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion, 22nd March, 1917
“Souchez Section”
1/5,000

1 Relief On the night 22/23rd March, H.Q. and 2 Companies 85th Canadians
will relieve 9th Royal Sussex on the LORRETTE SPUR and will
occupy these defences until relieved by the 2nd Leinsters same night.

2. Equipment In addition to usual trench equipment, rubber sheets and haversack
and rations will be carried .

Rations

3. Time Table Leading platoon of the 85th Canadians will move from BOUVIGNY
HUTS at 6.15 p.m. 200 yards distance will be maintained between
platoons.

4. Order H.Q. details will constitute the leading platoon and platoons will
of follow in order of relief as under. Platoons will march to Bn. H.Q.
March. ABLAIN ST. NAZAIRE X.10.b.7.0, where they will be met at 7.15 by

guides from 9th Royal Sussex.

5. Distribution Distribution will be as under and reliefs will tale [take] place as shown
and in the order named,-

Normal Battle
Position. Position.

1. 1 platoon of “D” MAISTRE LINE DOUGOUT LANE to
Co. 85th will X.4.d. X.10.b. BAJOLLE SWITCH
relieve “B” Co. inclusive X.5.d
9th Royal Sussex X.11.a.b.

2. “A” Co. 85th less ALBLAIN LINE BAJOLLE LINE
1 platoon will X.6.a. S1.b.1.65 to
relieve “C” Coy. S.1.d.00.55
9th Royal Sussex MIDDLE ALLEY

S.1.d.00.55 to
X.6.B.8.(?)9.

3. 1 platoon of “A” DUGOUT LANE, SPUR ALLEY from
Co. 85th will SPUR ALLEY and BAJOLLE SWITCH
relieve “A” Co. LORETTE SUPPORT exclusive along
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9th Royal Sussex X.5.c, X.11.a.b. LORETTE SWITCH
X.5.d. To HILL ALLEY

inclusive X.11.b.2.8.
through to X.5.d. to
X.6.b.2.8.

4. “D” Co. 85th less REFINERY BAJOLLE LINE
1 platoon will DUGOUTS X.12.a.4.0 to
relieve “D” Co. X.11.b X.12.a.4.9.
9th Roayal Sussex.

5. Bn. Headquarters ALBAIN ST. DOUGOUT LANE
NAZAIRE X.5.d.8.3.
X.10.b.7.0.

Completion of relief will be notified to Battalion Headquarters at X.10.b.7.0. by the word
“WATER”

6. Operation On receipt of message “Man Battle Positions” units will
immediately move to their battle positions and send the word
“GRAFTON” to Bn. H.Q. at X.5.c.8.3. as soon as the move is
completed. All H.Q. details will fall in outside Bn H.Q. at X.10.b.7.0.
and await further instructions.

7. Relief by As soon as relief is completed units will send the word
“ALBERMARLE” to Bn. H.Q. and will march back to our billets
independently.

J.H. Ralston Major

Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Nova Scotia Highlanders.

Issued at 8.00 a.m.
Distribution by Signals.

Copy No. 1 File
2 Bn. H.Q.
3 O.C. “A” Coy.
4 O.C. “D” Coy.
5 O.C. “H.Q’” Coy.
6 M.O.
7 Q.M.
8 73rd Infantry Brigade (for information)
9 9th Royal Sussex
10-13 War Diary.

MAPS

e045/e001121537.jpg
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e045/e001121540.jpg

e001121542.jpg

APPENDIX III

SECRET Copy No...11…..
Ref. Sheet 36.b OPERATION ORDER No. 6.
1/20,000
Sketch “Support
Battalion Souchez Section.”
1/5000 “H.Q. 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion, 30 March, 1917.

1. Relief On the night of 30/31st March, H.Q. and 2 Companies 85th Canadians
will relieve 2nd Leinsters on the LORETTE SPUR, and will occupy
these defences until relieved by 7th Northamptons during the same
night.

2. Equipment In addition to usual trench equipment, rubber sheets and haversack
& Rations rations will be carried.

3. Time Leading platoon of the 85th Canadians will move from BOUVIGNY
Table HUTS at 7.30 p.m. 200 yards distance will be maintained between

Platoons.

4. Order of H.Q. Details will constitute the leading platoon and platoons will
March follow in order of relief, as under. Platoons will march to Bn. H.Q.

ABLAIN ST.NAZAIRE X 10.57.c, where they will be met by guides
from the 2nd Leinsters. There will be a guide for each platoon. Care
must be taken by Officer i/c platoons to see that the guides understand
which Leinster Company that particular platoon is relieving.

4. Distri- Distribution will be as under and reliefs will take place as shown, and
bution in the order named:

Normal Battle
Position Position

1. 1 platoon of “B” Co. DUGOUT LANE, SPUR ALLEY from
85th will relieve “C” SPUR ALLEY and BAJOLLES WITCH
Co. 2nd Leinsters. LORETTE SUPPORT exclusive along

X5c,X11a.b. LORETTE SWITCH
X 5.d to HILL ALLEY

Inclusive X 1b.2.5.
through X5.d. to
X6b.2.8.

2. 1 platoon of “C” Co. MAISTRE LINE DUGOUT LANE to
85th will relieve “D” X 4d X 10b BAJOLLE SWITCH
Co. 2nd Leinsters. inclusive X 5d
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X 11.a.b

3. “B” Co. 85th less 1 ALBAIN LANE BAJOLLE LINE
platoon will relieve X 6 S 1b 1.65 to
“A” Co 2nd Leinsters S 1d 00.55

MIDDLE ALLEY
S 1d 00.55 to
X 6b 5. 9.

4. “C” Co. 85th less REFINERY BAJOLLE LINE
1 platoon will re- DUGOUTS X 12a 4.0 to
lieve “B” Co. 2nd X 11.b X 12a 4.9.
Leinsters

Bn. Headquarters ABLAIN ST. DUGOUT LANE
NAZAIRE X?? 8.3.
X 10b.7.0

Completion of relief will be notified to Bn. Headquarters at X 10b 7.0
by the word “BRUNSWICK.”

6. Operation On receipt of message “Man Battle Positions” units will immediately
move to their battle positions and send the word “NORTH PARK”
to Bn. H.Q. at X 5? 8.3 as soon as the move is completed. All H.Q.
details will fall in outside Battalion H.Q. at X 10b 7.0. and await further
instructions.

7. Relief by 7th As soon as relief is completed XXXXXX units will send the word
Northamptons “SUMMER” to Bn. H.Q. and will march back to billets independently.

J.H. Ralston Major
Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Nova Scotia Highlanders.

Issued at 4.00 p.m.

Distribution by Signals.

Copy No. 1 File
2 Bn. H.Q.
3 O.C. “B” Coy.
4 O.C. “C” Coy.
5 O.C. “H.Q.” Coy.
6 H.Q.
7 Q.M.
8 73rd Infantry Brigade (for information)
9 2nd Leinsters
10 R.S.M.
11-14 War Diary.
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Sun, Apr 1, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE. R25d, FRANCE
Cloudy all day with rain & snow.
LIEUTS.W.D.SIMPSON & J.A. ROSS, reinforcements, reported from the base
CASUALTIES: - 223020 Pte ROBERTS, A.T. – “B” Co. wounded-head

223007 “ SLOAN W.C. “B” “ do both legs )
282741 “ LAMROCK A.E. “B” “ do hand & leg )

[282733] 282723 “ LEGAG S. “B” “ do shoulder & side)
282491 “ RITCEY C.L. “B” “ do LEG. )
282290 “ HALL J.L. “B” “ do at duty, head )

WOUNDED BY BURST OF SHELL IN BILLETT 56 BOUVIGNY where they were
sleeping.

Mon, Apr 2, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
WEATHER. Cold-snow in afternoon.
Instructions received today for 85th Bn to wear green “Division Badge on the sleeves.
This is a rectange [rectangle] 1.3/4 x 3.3/4 inches and is worn 1 inch below the point of the
shoulder. (Authority 4TH CANADIAN DIVISION Q15/1, 2-4-17) Reinforcements 55 Other
ranks reported from base and proceeded to Divisional School for training. These are some of
the men who had to be left behind in WITLEY in quarantine.

Tue, Apr 3, 1917
[No information shown on this date]

Wed, Apr 4, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
LT.COL. A.H. BORDEN, LT.COL.J.HAYES, LIEUTS. SNOW & WRIGHT were up in
MUSIC HALL LINE today going over situation. 4.30pm. 8 N.C.O’s were paraded before
G.O.C. 4th CANADIAN DIVISION for recommendation for commissions. Band played
outside all day and gave a concert in the Y.M.C.A. in the evening.
Casualties today: 1 O.R. killed. 5 Other ranks wounded.

Thu, Apr 5, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
Weather. FINE & MILDER
9.am. Officers and N.C.O’s of “D & C” Coys went to
CHATEAU-DE-LA-HAIE to go over attack scheme on the tapes. LIEUTS
W.T.RUGGLES, W.J.WRIGHT with Scout N.C.O’s and O.R.C. went to MUSIC HALL
LINE to go over location in attack. Orders received for move to MUSIC HALL LINE on
night of 7/8 April preparatory to attack. The Commanding Officer went over tasks with
various officers in charge of parties of 85th Bn.
Casualties – WOUNDED – 3 Other ranks.

Fri, Apr 6, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
WEATHER – Morning Fine – Afternoon Rainy.
9.am MAJOR F.W.MILLER, CAPT. H.E.CROWELL, LIEUTS H.A. CRAWLEY,
R.D.REID, F.C.MANNING with “C”Coy relieved “B” Coy at BERTHONVAL WOOD.
“B” Coy returned to billets at 3.30pm. Enemy shelling BOUVIGNY and roads outside

BOUVIGNY heavily today. Their shells severed our water connections today.
LIEUT.G.R.PARSONS and one O.R and one batman returned from course at First Army
School, BOLOUGNE.
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Sat, Apr 7, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
FINE & CLEAR – 9.am LT.G.R.PARSONS and 20 Other Ranks went to Divisional Gas
School for box respirators.
9 am LT.C.H.SNOW and 56 Other ranks went to MUSIC HALL LINE to locate Company
Headquarters re cooking etc. “B”Coy used all day cleaning up and “A & D”
Companies carried on with instruction in attack scheme. Enemy shelling in the vicinity
occasionally.

Sun, Apr 8, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX

Mon, Apr 9, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX

Tue, Apr 10, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX

Wed, Apr 11, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX 8 N.C.O’s left today for England to qualify for commissions

Thu, Apr 12, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX

Fri, Apr 13, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX 7 other ranks reinforcements arrived today.

Sat, Apr 14, 1917 VIMY RIDGE, FRANCE
See APPENDIX

Sun, Apr 15, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
FINE. Men cleaning resting and cleaning up.

Mon, Apr 16, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS, Sheet 36B.SE R25d, FRANCE
FINE. Kit Inspection

Tue, Apr 17, 1917 BOUVINGY HUTS, FRANCE
FINE. Battalion at Baths. Reorganization of platoons. Order received at 11.a.m to move
to LA TARGETTE at 6.am tomorrow to do road work beginning same day.

Wed, Apr 18, 1917 BOUVIGNY HUTS SHEET 36B S.E. R25d, FRANCE
Weather – stormy – light snow turning to rain – windy and cold.
6.am Battalion marched out of BOUVIGNY arriving at LA TARGETTE about 10.45am.
-50 tents for the Battalion – 58 shelters received late in the afternoon – no pegs –
working party of 500 went out reporting to OC 491ST FIELD COY, MAJOR TICEHURST
at 1.15 pm. Conditions extremely disagreeable – Transport of 73rd Bn., transferred to ?? unit
Nova Scotia personnel of 73rd transferred to ??? unit

Thu, Apr 19, 1917 LA. TARGETTE, FRANCE
Weather fair - warmer. Working party 2 companies in morning – 2 companies in
afternoon. Some hostile shelling, principally shrapnel bursting high and behind camp.
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Fri, Apr 20, 1917 LA TARGETTE, FRANCE
Weather fine. Working parties same as yesterday. Order received to move to CANADA
CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE tomorrow and that Battalion would be relieved by 102nd

Canadian Infantry Battalion, relief not to interfere with Saturday’s working parties.

Sat, Apr 21, 1917 CANADA CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
FINE. RATHER COLD.
“C & D” Companies made up morning working party and after their return the Battalion
(less”A & B”Coys) marched off at 2.15pm. Arriving about 5 p.m. at CANADA CAMP.
4.45pm. “A & B”Coys marched off about 4.45 pm after finishing their days work, arriving
CANADA CAMP 7.30 p.m. Bn. H.Q. in Hut No.1 CANADA CAMP. “A-B-C” Coys in
huts CANADA CAMP – “D & H.Q.” Coys in ST.LAWRENCE CAMP. Enemy shelling
SOUCHEZ ROAD heavily in afternoon.

Sun, Apr 22, 1917 CANADA CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
FINE & WARM. Protestant Church Parade 11.am by CAPT.McCASKILL. RC.CHURCH
Parade 9.am. by CAPT.MURRAY. Order received late tonight that this unit to form part
of a composite Brigade of 46TH 47TH 72nd & 85TH Bns under command of G.O.C. 10TH C.I.
BRIGADE, to support attack by 5TH DIVISION (Imperial) on LA COULOTTE. Unit to be
ready to move on half hours notice any time after 6 a.m. 23/4/17

Mon, Apr 23, 1917 CANADA CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
FINE & WARM.. Kit inspections. Reorganization of platoons for the line – orders to
relieve the WEST KENTS in right sub-sector of 12TH CANADIAN INFANTRY
BRIGADE night of 24/25 – 4 – 17. Party under 2nd in Command left CANADA CAMP at
12.30 p.m. to reconnoitre position. 99 O.R. and 58 O.R. reinforcements reported today.
Battalion standing to” all day ready to move to support attack on LA COULOTTE.

Tue, Apr 24, 1917 CANADA CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
FINE & WARM. Moved off at 11.a.m. – marched to RUGBY DUMP – had dinner there and
stayed the afternoon – had supper – moved forward to ZOUAVE VALLEY at 7 p.m.
Waited until dusk and moved in to position – relief completed at 3.A.M. “A& B” Coys in
Front line – “C & D” Coys in support. Frontage generally LENS-VIMY-RAILWAY
inclusive T.8.a.4.3. on right to LENS-ARRAS-ROAD T1C. 3.5 Found no trench on the
left further forward than S 12 b 9.7 on ARRAS ROAD.

Wed, Apr 25, 1917 BN.H.Q. RIGHT SUB-SECTOR T 13 a. 1.6., FRANCE
FINE & COLD
Began construction of new front line trench from junction of CYRIL and LENS-ARRAS
ROAD T 1c 3.5 to connect with T 8 a 4.3.- Also commenced Communication Trench
from T7c 6.4 to connect with present front line, but which will be the Support line
running from S12b 9.7 to about T.7.a.8.0, also to join up portion of trench in T 7a to
make a continues Support line through T7a8.0, to S.12.b.9.7. Also to join up portion of trench
in T 7 d and T 7 c to make C.T. joining front line about T 7 b.5.4.

Thu, Apr 26, 1917 BN.H.Q. RIGHT SUB-SECTOR T 13 a. 1.6., FRANCE
FINE & COLD
Practice barrage at 5.15 am preparing for attack by 1st & 2nd CANADIAN DIVISIONS on
the 28th in which 3rd & 4th Canadian Divisions co-operate by simulating attack –
very heavy enemy retaliation resulting in 13 casualties. Continued work as on previous
day.
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Fri, Apr 27, 1917 BN.H.Q. RIGHT SUB-SECTOR T 13 a. 1.6., FRANCE
FINE & COLD
Another practice barrage at 5.15 am. Enemy retaliation weak. As result of patrol last night
“A”Coy during the afternoon established a block at T 8 b 1.8 and took up position in trench
running from T 8 b.1½.7 to T. 8 b 6½.8. One platoon to garrison this trench.

Sat, Apr 28, 1917
Dull in morning – Fine in afternoon. Attack by 1st & 2nd Canadian Divisions on our
right, 3rd & 4th Canadian Divisions simulating attack. ZERO hour 4.25 am. –
enemy retaliation light on our front. Relieved by 78TH Canadian Infantry Battalion – relief
complete 3.00 a.m. 29/4/17.

Sun, Apr 29, 1917 Bn. H.Q. BRIGADE SUPPORT S.10.d.8.7., FRANCE
FINE & COOL Battalion went into Brigade Support at S 10 d 8.7 (H.Q, C&D Coys) A&B
Coys at S 17 c 1.1 & S 17 c 1.2. 5 men of “D”Coy killed by one shell about 3 pm. Working
party 2 Officers & 100. Other ranks on present front line, 2 Officers & 100 other ranks on
road near Bn. H.Q. right sub-sector.

Mon, Apr 30, 1917 Bn. H.Q. BRIGADE SUPPORT S.10.d.8.7., FRANCE
FINE & COOL. LT HINDLE LT GELLING reinforcements reported.
Working party 3 Officers & 150 Other ranks on present front line, right sub-sector.
1 Officer and 50 Other ranks left sub-sector.

[Note tranacriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

APPENDIX “A” to War Diary, 85th Canadian Infantry Bn. covering operations
8-4-17 to 14-4-17, inclusive.

Apr. 6th
Notice that ZERO for the VIMY attack would be 5.00 a.m., 8-4-17, C.O. called at Brigade
about 11.00 P.M. to complete arrangements re operation 8-4-17, advised by G.O.C. that
operations postponed 24 hours.

Apr. 8th
Advance party for position during operation marched off at 1.00 P.M. Battalion moved off at
6.00 p.m. Received tools at BERTHONVAL at 9.00 P.M. In position MUSIC HALL LINE at
12 midnight. Very limited dugout accommodation. Men crowded in trench, secured very little
rest.

Apr. 9th
The tasks allotted to the Battalion and practiced for some weeks were,-
(a) Construction and filling Dump at Strong Points 5 and 6: Lieut. KING with No. 6

platoon, “B” Company.
(b) Construction of deep dugout for report centre at Strong Point 6 – Lieut. CHIPMAN

and No. 4 5 Platoon “B” Coy.
(c) Digging C.T. from front Assembly-Trench to BASSO line - along BLACK-

BILLY-BIFF-BESSY line. - “D” Company under Capt. P.U. ANDERSON, Lieut.
WYLIE and Lieut. GRAHAM; “C” Company under Capt. H.E. CROWELL, Lieut.
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CRAWLY, and Lieut. MANNING. - Capt. ANDERSON was in Command of the
whole party.

(d) Party to carry wire and assist Brigade wiring party on construction. Lieut.
HALLETT with 40 O.R. of No.7 Platoon, “B” Coy.; Lieut. BORDEN with 40 O.R.
of No.3 platoon “A” Company.

(e) Party to carry forward ammunition for Stokes Guns- Lieut. HENSLEY and No.1
platoon, “A” Company.

(f) Prisoners of War Escort Party – Sgt. HORNE with 25 Other Ranks from H.Q.
details.

(g) Prisoners of War Guards – Sgt. ROBART with 10 Other Ranks from “B” Coy.
(h) Battle Police – Sgt. FULTON with 12 Other Ranks from “A” Coy.

Leaving Lieut. MACFARLANE with 4th platoons and the remaining H.Q. details as the
reserve. About 2.00 a.m. orders were received to detail 50 Other Ranks to carry water,
and Lieut. MACFARLANE’S platoon was sent out on this work. The O.C. Battalion was
to be advised when the situation would permit these various parties to proceed to their
tasks, and the parties were held in readiness from ZERO hour.

From our own O.P. and our Liaison Officer, Lieut. VERNER, who was at Brigade H.Q.,
we were kept informed of the progress of the attack. Early in the afternoon it became
evident that the attack was held up on the left front of our Brigade. From Lieut. VERNER
we learned that the Brigade and Division were considering the advisability of detailing 2
Companies of the 85th Bn. to launch an attack on the positions which were holding up the
advance. The C.O. decided that if such an order came he would detail “D’ and “C”
Companies under the command of Capt. ANDERSON to carry on the attack. The O’C.
these Companies were sent for and informed of the situation and told to draw all available
Bombs and Rifle Grenades in MUSIC HALL LINE and have them issued to their men.
Lieut. VERNER, Liaison Officer, was informed he would command a platoon of “D”
Coy. in the attack.

About 3.15 p.m. an order was received that two Companies, equipped with Bombs,
Ammunition, Tools, Reserve Rations and water, would at 4.30 A.M. be at the exit of
TOTTENHAM TUNNEL and CAVALIER TUNNEL respectively, the right Company to
be under the orders of O.C. 102nd Bn. and the left Company under the O.C. 87th Bn. and
that these Company Commanders would report to the respective O’s.C. these Battalions
immediately for instructions.

The C.O. notified Lieut. Col. PHINNEY, 2nd-in-Command, who had established a report
centre near the exit of TOTTENHAM TUNNEL, to go to O.C. 87th and be present while
Capt. CROWELL of “C” Company was getting instruction, and assist Capt. CROWELL
in the plans for his Company.
The C.O. himself went with Capt. ANDERSON of “D” Company to H.Q. of the 102nd
Bn. for the same purpose. When the C.O. arrived at H.Q. 102nd a message was there from
the G.O.C. 11th Brigade, requiring the C.O. and Capt. ANDERSON to report at Brigade
Headquarters. He did this and was there informed that it had been decided to leave the 2
Companies under the command of the O.C. 85th. The information received was that the
Germans held BATTER trench, from its junction with BLACK on the rightt to the vicinity
of Crater at S.15.d.20.45. That the previous attacking Battalions had passed this line and it
was thought some of the men might be further in front in BASSO and BEGGAR. That the
enemy in front had not been properly mopped up and that these had emerged from their
dugouts and mineshafts and were holding this position. That the situation demanded that
they be cleared out of this before dark. That there would be a 12 minute barrage and that
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the O.C. 85th was to inform the Brigadier at what hour he wished ZERO to be. The C.O.
decided that the two Companies should emerge from the left exit of TOTTENHAM
TUNNEL, which would be near the centre of the position, to be attacked, and that “C”
Company would go to the left and “D” Company to the right and occupy the new front
line which had been dug on this Brigade frontage. Battalion H.Q. was moved up near this
exit. It was explained to the O’s.C. Companies that “D” Coy. would attack with its right
on the BLACK C.T. inclusive - Company left to BAUBLE C.T. exclusive. “C” Company
with its right flank BAUBLE trench inclusive and its left on the junction of BASSO and
BATTER. The task being the capture of BATTER trench and its consolidation.

A conference was held of all of the Officers and senior N.C.O’s of these Coys. at the new
Battalion H.Q., orders were issued and explained and it was estimated that it would take ¼
of an hour to get the Companies out of the TUNNEL into the new front line. The
Brigadier was so informed and Zero hour was set for 6.45 P.M.

“C” Coy. led out of the TUNNELL, filing to the left, “D” Coy. following and going to the
right. The C.O. outside at the exit of the TUNNEL directed the Companies to their
positions. At ZERO, just as the last men of “D” Coy. were emerging from the TUNNEL,
a Staff Officer of the 11th C.I.Brigade arrived with a message from the 11th C.I.Brigade,
stating that it had been decided to have no barrage and that the attack should be modified
accordingly.

The Company Commanders were on the outward flanks of their Companies, and owing to
the winding nature of the new front line trench were out of sight. The C.O. decided it
was folly to attempt, at ZERO hour, to alter the plan. He feared that it might result in
disconcerted action, as it was impossible to communicate any further orders to everyone
concerned before ZERO hour. He waited to see whether the Companies would advance
without a barrage. A half minute after ZERO “C” Company on the left moved calmly and
deliberately out of the trenchs, the advance was taken up by “D”Coy. In spite of Machine
Gun and rifle fire from the enemy, which immediately opened, the attack was pressed
home, the Companies providing their own covering fire by Lewis Guns firing from the
hip and riflemen firing on the move. Many of the Germans finding themselves unable to
stop the advance turned and ran but were soon put out of action by our fire. About 20
prisoners, including 3 Officers were taken, Two Hun Officers and about 70 other ranks
were killed. At least 3 machine guns were captured.

Within 10 minutes after ZERO report was communicated to a Battalion Staff Officer by
the Brigadier, that the attack had been completely successful. The O.C. attack pressed on
to BASSO and immediately commenced to work of consolidation. A portion of both
Companies on the left flank, where the trenches were more defined, remained at
BATTER.

The C.O. and the Adjutant at once went out to make a reconnaissance of the new position
and remained there supervising the work during the night. The 2nd-in-Command went out
to supervise a readjustment of the right flank to gain touch with the 102 nd Bn. on the
right. The Companies reorganized and the line was extended to the right. The men in
BATTER were brought up to BASSO. - Snowed in the evening, turned very cold. Men in
the open holding shell holes.

Apr.10
In the morning the 2 Companies advanced to BEGGAR and BESSY. The enemy snipers
and machine gunners were very active. On the afternoon of that day, the 10th Brigade
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pressed over in attack and established a line along BANFF and BLUE. The same
afternoon word was received that “A” and “B” Coy. of the 85th had been put under
Command of O.C. 47th. Snowed in afternoon making conditions very bad for men who
had no shelter except shell holes. “A” and “B’ Cos were sent by 47th to take up positions
along Bleary Blue line with SP’s in front.

April 11th
Weather fine in morning – cold with flurries of snow in afternoon. The G.O.C.
accompanied by the C.O. made a personal reconnaissance and as a result orders were
received about 3.00 P.M. for this unit to take over the line as a unit. “A” and “B” Coys.
being handed back for this purpose.
Dispositions as follows,-
“A” Coy. BANFF from BASIN to BLIGHTY, with support platoon in BEER, from

BLACK to BLEARY.
“B” Coy. BLIGHTY trench leading through LA FOLIE WOOD from BLEARY to
advanced Strong Point at 22.d.6.7. with rear Strong Point about 22.d.4.7., support line in
BLUE from BLEARY to BLUNT.
“C” Coy. local reserve on left in BEGGAR,BLACK to BARROW.
“D” Coy. local reserve on right in BEGGAR, BLUNT to BLACK. Conditions still very
bad, men suffered a good deal from exposure.

12th
Quiet all day. During the night 12/13th Lieut. HENSLEY and Lieut. CHIPMAN with
Bombing Party; supported by Lewis Guns, cleared up the triangle and other trenches
contained by BOY BRAKEN and BLIGHTY, and bombed up the two C.T’s on the North
and South of the ward BOOM, moved to the South along BRACKEN and connected up
with 49th on the right. No fighting Germans were evacuated, but numerous Officers’
dugouts were found in which were some wounded Germans. Lieut. CAMPBELL, Lewis
Gun Officer, accompanied the party and placed 5 Lewis Guns in position. Another line
was then established a little in advance of BOY trench.
Dispositions altered:

1 platoon of “B” Coy. in BRACKEN.
1 platoon of “B” Coy. in BLIGHTY and
1 platoon in newly dug trench from BANFF to BLIGHTY, S.22.b.2.8. to S.22.b.3.7.
“C” Company right flank extended to BLEARY and
“D” Company holding BEGGAR from BLEARY to BLUNT, with
2 platoons, and BLUE from BLEARY to BLUNT with 1 platoon.
Order for relief by Warwickshires on 13-4-17

13th
Warwicks’ advance party arrived about 10 a.m. but from patrol reports it appeared that the
Boche had retired and that attempt should be made to take advanced positions either
before or immediately after relief. C.O. made a personal reconnaissance establishing a
strong point at junction BRACKEN and BLIGHTY, and pushing on to S.16.c. Central
where he established Headquarters at 4.30 p.m. and the Battalion , less “C” Company,
advanced and took position along the East side of the LENS-ARRAS road from
S.16.b.15.00 on the right to junction of CYRIL trench and the road on the left. “A”
Company occupying the left and “B” Company the right. ”D” Company was in support,
near Battalion H.Q. The right Coy. on the ARRAS road joined up with the 3rd Division
(60th Bn.) on our right flank. “C” Coy’s. relief on the RIDGE had been completed and it
had so reported and moved off to billets at BOUVIGNY HUTS before order to advance
was received from C.O.
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14th
The Battalion, less “C” Company, was relieved in its new position by the Warwicks about
12.30 a.m. and marched back to billets at BOUVIGNY HUTS.

Total casualties on the tour,-

Officers wounded 6

Other Ranks killed 47

,, ,, wounded 116

,, ,, missing 3

A.H.Borden Lt. Col.
Commanding 85th C.I.Bn.

BEF

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Tue, May 1, 1917 Sheet 36cS.W. S10d, GIVENCHY, FRANCE
Weather – Fine & warm. Battalion in Brigade Support in outskirts of GIVENCHY.
Headquarters at S 10 d 9.6 – C & D Companies in Dugouts around Battalion H.Q.- A & B
Companies in BRACKEN trench vicinity of S 23 a 0.9. No training possible at all here as
billets are under direct observation so that there can be no movement by daylight.
Working parties supplied at night.

Wed, May 2, 1917 Right sub-sector Sheet 36c S.W. S13a 15.55, FRANCE
Fine & warm. The Battalion moved from Support into Front line in the right sub-sector,
tonight, taking over from the 78THCanadian Infantry Battalion. The relief
was not completed until 2 a.m. 3-5-17. During the relief the enemy shelled the vicinity
heavily with whizz-bangs. Lieut D.R.HINDLE was wounded during this bombardment.
The Frontage now held by the Battalion is – LENS VIMY RAILWAY inclusive on the
Right to LENS ARRAS ROAD inclusive on the left in square T7 sheet 36c S.W. “C”
Company on the right supported by “A” Company – “D” Company on the left supported by
“B” Company Battalion H.Q. at S 13 a 15.55.

Thu, May 3, 1917 Right sub-sector Sheet 36c S.W. S13a 15.55, FRANCE
Weather – Fine & warm. The enemy put a barrage on our front line and supports at 4.15
a.m. today but no casualties resulted. Our artillery retaliated. Very quiet during the day,
practically all the shelling being counter battery work. Considerable work was done
improving front line and on the completion of C.T.’s [Communication Trenches]

Fri, May 4, 1917 Right sub-sector Sheet 36c S.W. S13a 15.55, FRANCE
Weather – Fine and warm. 4.15 am Enemy artillery was active again this morning the
same as yesterday – seemed to be using 5.9’s and shelled C.T.’s considerably. Otherwise
no damage resulted and the day was very quiet. Our snipers were active and effective as
the enemy sniping decreased . At night work was continued on front line and C.T.’s.



25

Sat, May 5, 1917 Right sub-sector Sheet 36c S.W. S13a 15.55, FRANCE
Weather – Fine and warm. Enemy artillery again active in the early morning at 4.15 a.m.
and again at 9.30 a.m. shelling Front line and supports. The enemy also used Minenwerfers
probably for the first time on this front since the VIMY RIDGE was taken. Our snipers
were active, one man claiming 5 Germans. LIEUT. R.D.REID was killed this morning
about 3.30a.m. on his way down C.T. between front and support lines. LIEUT.
G.R.YOUNG sent toHospital sick.

Sun, May 6, 1917 BRIGADE RESERVE, HOSPITAL RIDGE, FRANCE.
Weather. Fine and warm. Enemy artillery active from 3 – 5 a.m. His planes were over our
lines during the day. The Battalion was relieved tonight by 78TH Canadian Infantry

Battalion over to T 1 d 25.25. and from that point to the left by the 72nd Battalion. On
relief Battalion went into Brigade reserve at HOSPITAL RIDGE on the Western slope of
VIMY RIDGE in sector between VINCENT and BLUE BULL. Quartered in dugouts
along what was the support line before the VIMY show.
WORK DONE DURING TOUR:- BADDECK TRENCH was completed – GRENADIER
TRENCH was deepened – HALIFAX TRENCH improved – Block advanced – BORDEN
TRENCH deepened and completed across the whole front.
CASUALTIES DURING TOUR- from 2nd to 6th inclusive-2 OFFICERS and 20. OTHER
RANKS.

Mon, May 7, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14, FRANCE
Weather – raining all day and muddy. Battalion spent the day resting and cleaning up.

Tue, May 8, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14, FRANCE
Fine and warm. Platoon training, and special classes in Lewis Gun carried out in ZOUAVE
VALLEY. Battalion supplied daily working parties salvaging over the top of the
ridge – also party cleaning out old German dugouts. Baths for men in the ZOUAVE
VALLEY near COBOURG C.T. used by the Battalion.

Wed, May 9, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14, FRANCE
Fine and warm. Training carried out the same as yesterday – Platoon training and Lewis
Gun classes. Also working parties at salvaging and cleaning dugouts. Balance of the
Battalion finished bathing.

Thu, May 10, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14,
Left sub-sector Sheet 36c SW S12c 6.3, FRANCE
Weather-Fine & warm.
The Battalion moved into the line tonight taking over left sub-sector from 72nd Canadian
Infantry Battalion. The frontage held by the Battalion is from ROAD at T 1d 25.25.
crossing LENS-ARRAS ROAD to PRESCOTT ROAD at S 6 b 45.35. “B” Company on
right to the LENS ARRAS ROAD inclusive – “A” Company on the left – “D” Company
in support to “B” Company – “C” Company in support of “A” Company. Battalion H.Q.
at S 12 c 6.3.

Fri, May 11, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14, FRANCE
Weather-Fine & warm.
Orders for relief by the 78TH Canadian Infantry Battalion tomorrow night received. Enemy
planes active over our lines. Many enemy stretcher parties observed on our left front
carrying out casualties resulting from operations of 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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Sat, May 12, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14, FRANCE
Weather – Fine & warm. Enemy artillery active previous to relief. Battalion relieved
tonight by the 78TH Canadian Infantry Battalion. On relief Battalion moved by
platoons to HOSPITAL RIDGE. c
CASUALTIES FOR TOUR – 2. OTHER RANKS.

Sun, May 13, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cS.W. S14d
Weather. Fine & warm.
Battalion at HOSPITAL RIDGE resting and cleaning up all day. A working party of
9 Officers and 350 Other ranks out tonight working on new support trench (red line)
running through S 12 a-S 5 d-S 5 b.

Mon, May 14, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cS.W. S14d
Weather. Rainy. Battalion at baths in the valley. Working party out during the day
salvaging over the RIDGE. Also a working party on Red Line, composed of 8 Officers
and 400 other ranks. Platoon training and kit inspection carried out. Also special
training for Lewis Gunners and snipers.

Tue, May 15, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cS.W. S14d
Weather. Fine & warm. Working party and salvage party same as yesterday. Training
same as yesterday.

Wed, May 16, 1917 COMOX CAMP, BERTHONVAL WOOD, FRANCE
Weather. Fine and warm during the day and raining in the evening. The Brigade moved
into support today and the Battalion went into COMOX CAMP, BERTHONVAL
WOOD. Battalion accommodated in tents and dugouts. Reconnoitring party went to left
sector to go over frontage held by 11TH Canadian Infantry Brigade – PRESCOTT ROAD
on the right to RAILWAY JUNCTION at M 30 d 0.3 on the left.

Thu, May 17, 1917 COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36c S.W. & X 28 a 7.4, FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm.
Battalion training at platoon drill in the morning – base ball game in afternoon. The Band
returned from CHATEAU DE LA HAIE about 6.p.m. and gave a Band concert in the
evening.

Fri, May 18,1917 COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36c S.W. & X 28 a 7.4, FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Battalion training in the morning at squad drill, manual of arms
and saluting – 3 fifteen minute lectures by Platoon Commanders.

Sat, May 19, 1917 COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36c S.W. & X 28 a 7.4, FRANCE
Weather. Fine and warm. Battalion training in morning same as yesterday. Baseball games
played in the afternoon; also a band concert. Orders were received today to move up in
support near FOSSE 6 on night 20/21st May.

Sun, May 20, 1917 COMOX CAMP, Support Left Sub-Sector, Sheet 36cSW
M 34d 35.70, FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Church services, Protestant and Roman Catholic, held in the morning.
Brigadier of 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade attended Protestant service and after the service
11 N.C.O’s (candidates for commission) were paraded before him and their applications
approved. In the evening the Battalion moved by Companies and relieved the 102nd Canadian
Infantry Battalion (11TH Brigade) in support on the left sub sector. Relief completed 2.am
21/5/17. “A” Company in CLICK TRENCH - “B” Company in CATS TRENCH – “C”
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Company in Red Support line running from LA COULOTTE through S 5 d 2 -S 5 a – “D”
Company in CITE ABBOITOIR Bn. H.Q. at M 34d 35.70. Enemy shelled at times during the
relief but caused no casualties.

Mon, May 21, 1917 Support Left Sub-Sector, Sheet 36cSW, M 34d 35.70, FRANCE

Weather. Fine & warm all day. Enemy shelled our vicinity but did little or no damage.-
seemed to be directed chiefly at FOSSE 6. Lt. Col. BORDEN attended Commanding Officers
conference at Advanced Brigade Headquarters at 5.30pm. Enemy very quiet during night.

Tue, May 22, 1917 Support Left Sub-Sector, Sheet 36cSW, M 34d 35.70, FRANCE

Weather. During last night it rained quite heavily and has been showery all day. The
Commanding Officer of the 78th Battalion [Lt. Col. Kirkcaldy] with LT. COL. BORDEN and
LT. COL. PHINNEY went over the front line trenches this afternoon. Between 6 and 8 p.m.
enemy aircraft very active but not back of our lines,

Wed, May 23, 1917 Support Left Sub-sector Sheet 36c SW M34d 35.70, FRANCE
Weather. Rainy & warm. Companies had representatives going over front line today
reconnoitring preparatory to taking over the front line tomorrow night from the 78th Canadian
Infantry Battalion. Working parties were out at night digging trench in rear of Railway Switch
M 30 c 8.2. to M36a 5.9. and digging PHELAN C.T. from S 6 a 0.6 to IRISH support M 36 c
8.2. The enemy shelling heavily during the evening with Minenwerfers on the left and H.E. on
the right. 4 killed in “D” Coy party on the left and 5 killed in “A” Company on the right.

Thu, May 24, 1917 FRONT LINE, Left Sub-sector, Sheet 36cS.W., M35 d 55.70,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Quiet all day. The Battalion relieved the 78TH Battalion in the
front line tonight, all four Companies being in the front line holding the left half of the
Brigade Frontage from PRESCOTT ROAD on the right to RAILWAY JUNCTION at M 30 d
0.3 on the left – 72nd Bn. on the right. “B” Company from road at [Inserted: M 36 b 60.40
inclusive to road at] M 36 a 9.5 inclusive with supports in Railway cutting at rear – 1 Platoon
in reserve CITE PETIT BOIS M 35 b 6.3. “D” Company from road at M 36 a 9.5. exclusive
to Railway Junction on the left at M 30 d 0.3 – supports at Company H.Q. in brick fields at M
35 b 9.8. 1 Platoon along railway bank from M 35 b 2.6 to M 35 b 6.3. “A” Company from
right flank to M 36 d 50.35. with supports in IRISH and IRISH SUPPORT at Company H.Q.
at S 6 a 4.2. “C” Company from M 36 d 50.35 to road at M 36 b 60.40 exclusive, with
supports in DAWSON and in IRISH and IRISH SUPPORT and 1 Platoon at Company H.Q.
at S 6 a 4.2.

Fri, May 25, 1917 FRONT LINE, Left Sub-sector, Sheet 36cS.W., M35 d 55.70,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Enemy quiet all morning – in the afternoon he put some overhead
shrapnel above Bn H.Q. inflicting 2 casualties. Working party from A & C Coys working on
new front line (PARTRIDGE Trench) from M 36 d 6.6 to S 6 b 8.8. “D & B” Companies
w9orking on new C.T. from 36 a 65.20 to CITE PETIT BOIS.

Sat, May 26, 1917 FRONT LINE, Left Sub-sector, Sheet 36cS.W., M35 d 55.70,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Little or no nenemy activity during the day Our artillery had
shoots on [Inserted: enemy] Machine Gun emplacement [Inserted: and on houses] in his lines.
“A” and “C” Companies withdrawn from front to Support lines.
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Sun, May 27, 1917 FRONT LINE, Left Sub-sector, Sheet 36cS.W., M35 d 55.70,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine and warm. The Battalion was relieved in left sector of Divisional Frontage by
the 46th Canadian Infantry Battalion (10th Brigade) and moved to ST. LAWRENCE CAMP,
CHATEAU DE LA HAIE. Relief complete 2.a.m. – Posts handed over as per sketch in
Appendix

Note transcriber: [This was dated 28/5/17 but I think it’s the 27th]

Mon, May 28, 1917 Front Line Left sub-sector Sheet 36cSW M35ds570, FRANCE
During the 4 days ending tonight the Battalion made considerable changes to front line.
Advanced posts were established on the left so that we controlled and held the road and all
west of line M 30 d 15.30 to M 36 b 0.5. New front line from M 36 b 0.4 to M 36b 45.30. was
dug and occupied. A new front line was completed and occupied from M 36 d 55.55. to S 6 b
85.80, and this was connected with old front line by C.T’s. In addition to these advances, the
C.T’s and support lines were deepened and improved.
Casualties for the tour 20 – 28th May inclusive – LT.COL. E.C.PHINNEY wounded slightly -
at duty – 32 Other ranks.

Tue, May 29, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP, CHATEAU-DE-LA-HAIE,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion did not all arrive at ST. LAWRENCE CAMP until 6 a.m – remainder
of the day spent in resting and cleaning up.

Wed, May 30, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP, CHATEAU-DE-LA-HAIE,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Kit inspection in the morning. Baseball and band concert in the
afternoon. 11.am Corps Commander and Brigadier visited the camp.
Lt.Col. BORDEN away attending demonstration of tanks.

Thu, May 31, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP, CHATEAU-DE-LA-HAIE,
FRANCE
Weather. Fine & warm. Commanding Officer visited Corps School, PERNES, this morning.
Battalion training in the morning. Platoon drill – musketry – bombing – anti-gas drill carried
out. In the afternoon practice for the sports to take place on the 4TH JUNE. Band gave concert
in Y.M.C.A. hut in the evening

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

MAPS
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Fri, Jun 1, 1917 ST LAWRENCE CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36B SE x 7a,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion at drill and training in the morning and in the afternoon there were
baseball games and the band gave a concert in the evening.
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Sat, Jun 2, 1917 ST LAWRENCE CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36B SE x 7a,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Programme of yesterday continued – training in the morning and sports in the
afternoon with usual entertainment by the band in the evening.

Sun, Jun 3, 1917 ST LAWRENCE CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36B SE x 7a,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Church parades held today – R.C. at 9 am. and Protestant at 10 a.m. From
11.00 am. to 12 noon there was a practice march past preparing for tomorrow. Musketry
practice from 12.30p.m. until 3.30pm on 200 yard range. In the late afternoon had a baseball
game, the first time our team was not victorious – 72nd winning by 12 to 3.

Mon, Jun 4, 1917 ST LAWRENCE CAMP, BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36B SE x 7a,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Presentation of ribbons by MAJOR-GENERAL WATSON G.O.C., 4TH

CANADIAN DIVISION. March past after presentation. At 1 pm. sports were held by
Brigade. At 7.p.m. Battalion moved to HOSPITAL RIDGE.

Tue, Jun 5, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36CS.W S14d, FRANCE
Fine & warm. The Battalion supplied working parties tonight as follows-

170 putting B?rm on Red support from LENS-ARRAS-ROAD to left.
125 Deepening & widening CLUCAS near GIVENCHY and digging new trench there
75 Putting fire step on CLUCAS
50 working on Red trench south side of HIRONDELLE WOOD preparing for
revetting.
15 working on Light Tramway up CYRIL from S 11 c 5.8
15 “ “ “ “ “ “ M 35 a 6.2.

Wed, Jun 6, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36CS.W S14d, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Working parties of 450 supplied the same as yesterday.

Thu, Jun 7, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36CS.W S14d, FRANCE
Fine & warm. 5 casualties from working parties last night. 2 p.m. Moved to BERTHONVAL
WOOD.

Fri, Jun 8, 1917 BERTHONVAL WOOD, COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36BS.E. x 29 a
7.4, FRANCE
Fine with showers in the evening. Raid by 11TH BRIGADE in conjunction with Imperial
troops on CALLOUS and CANCEL TRENCHES at 8.30 p.m.. Raid by 11TH Brigade in
conjunction with 3rd DIVISION (CANADIAN) on right of LENS-ARRAS ROAD and
through LA COULETTE.
10 am All officers at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE on occasion of farewell by LIEUT.
GENERAL SIR JULIAN BYNG K.C.B. K.C.M.G. M.V.O. to CANADIAN CORPS.
Companies practicing attack. Conference of Commanding Officers at which plans for raids on
tour beginning 12th (probably) discussed. Conference of OC’s Companies re same.

Sat, June 9, 1917 BERTHONVAL WOOD, COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36BS.E. x 29 a
7.4, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion at drill in morning. Sports in the afternoon.

Sun, Jun 10, 1917 BERTHONVAL WOOD, COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36BS.E. x 29 a
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7.4, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Church parades today – R.C & Protestant at 10.am. In the afternoon the officers
and N.C.O’s went over the scheme for aeroplane contact work.

Mon, Jun 11, 1917 BERTHONVAL WOOD, COMOX CAMP, Sheet 36BS.E. x 29 a
7.4, FRANCE
Rainy during the morning – cleared up by noon. Lt.Col. A.H.BORDEN and an officer from
each Company went to reconnoitre line previous to taking over tomorrow night. This morning
102nd had attacked and taken triangle north of RAILWAY, establishing northern post at M 30
b 2.6 and Southern post at M 30 b 3.5 – also post at M 30 d 4.4.

Tue, Jun 12, 1917 BERTHONVAL CAMP WOOD COMOX CAMP 36b.S.E x 29 a
7.4, FRANCE
Fine & warm. In the morning Battalion practiced scheme – contact work with aeroplane. In
the afternoon mens packs were sent to the Transport Lines preparatory to moving into the
line. In the evening the battalion moved by Companies, to the line, relieving 102nd Bn., 11th

Canadian Infantry Brigade – relief complete 2.am. This morning 102nd Bn had attacked and
taken triangle north of Railway, establishing northern post at M 30 b 2.6. and Southern post at
M 30 b 3.5. – also post at M30 d 4.4. During the relief enemy counter-attacked on triangle and
was driven off by our artillery and Machine Gun fire. The enemy used gas on our front and
inflicted casualties on B & D Companies.

Wed, Jun 13, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL FRONT, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy quite active with whiz-bangs and pineapples. Also used gas shells.
Working parties were supplied tonight for carrying Stokes ammunition and dug out frames;
also digging parties on C.T.’s improving trench behind (WEST) of ELECTRIC STATION to
trench in rear to M 36 a 6.8. – deepening and widening trenches around ELECTRIC
STATION digging C.T. between 6 & 7 posts in front of ELECTRIC STATION – Digging
C.T. through bank at M30d 1.5 – digging C.T. along right railway bank from tunnel at M30c
90.15 to M.G. emplacement at M 30 d15.25. –
C.O. at conference BGDE H.Q. conference with O.C Companies P.M., re plans for raid by
each company.

Thu, Jun 14, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL FRONT, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy artillery active in the evening for a short time. About 10 p.m. our
artillery put heavy barrage on enemy lines to north of our position – not much retaliation.
Working parties same work as last night. Occupied CALLOUS and CANDLE TRENCHES.

Fri, Jun 15, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL FRONT, FRANCE
Fine & warm. LIEUT. H.A.CRAWLEY wounded by snipers shot. CAPT RUGGLES took
over command of “C” Coy. Inter-battalion relief carried out. “A” Coy relieving “D” and “C”
Coy relieving “B” in the front line. Work of previous nights continued. Parties also employed
cleaning up CALLOUS TRENCH. Enemy inactive during day but shelled very heavily at
night.

Sat, Jun 16, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL, FRANCE
Fine & warm. LT.CHIPMAN KILLED. Working parties same as yesterday. Carrying party
taking Stokes bombs up the line. Enemy artillery exceptionally active – seemed to be using all
the forms of artillery he has. The enemy attempted a bombing raid on the triangle so our
S.O.S. went up and after giving the enemy a hard gruelling he gave up the attempt and
artillery ceased on both sides.
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Sun, Jun 17, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy artillery active in morning. At 4.30 a.m. enemy bombing party attacked
one of our posts but was driven off by our party with rifle grenades. Intermittent shelling all
day. Working parties tonight same as previous nights. Carried stokes ammunition and also
had night and day parties working on changing course of SOUCHEZ RIVER Enemy artillery
unusually quiet during night. Our artillery used gas shells during night and Machine Guns
were active.

Mon, Jun 18, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR DIVISIONAL, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy artillery active intermittently during day and fairly quiet at night.
Working parties as usual. 9. O.R’s sent to Brigade Jump Line party.

Tue, Jun 19, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine & warm. At 2.30 p.m in conjunction with Imperial regiment 1/5 LEINCESTERS on our
left an operation was carried out by our left Company “A” Coy in area of triangle of trenches
north of SOUCHEZ RIVER. All details in APPENDIX “A”
Relieved by 50th and 46th Battalions.
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APPENDIX “A”–LEFT SUBSECTOR-TRIANGLE OF TRENCHES about M 30d
central
19/6/17 P.M 1.30 “A” Company cleared trenches for artillery preparation. This had to be
done by 2s and 3s on account of observation. 5 minutes before ZERO hour all men were
withdrawn to south corner and Railway culvert. 2.30 Barrage opened – Artillery aided by
stokes and Lewis Guns. 2.34 Barrage lifted to support lines. All posts in the triangle were
reoccupied and a bombing squad of 1 Officer and 9.O.R’s proceeded north along BOOT
TRENCH from block, followed by mopping up party of 13 O.R.’s. The bombing party
met a party of the enemy and took 7 prisoners, who offered no resistance. The party
proceeded along BOOT TRENCH and established post at M 30 d 30.90 with Lewis Gun
at M30d3285 The Lewis Gun was immediately put into action on some of the retreating
enemy. The trench between new post and old block was manned at 2.40 pm. The troops
on our left (5th LINCOLNS) advance to our position and took over our posts at M 30 d
30.90 and [Inserted: Lewis Gun position] at M 30 d 3085 at 3.45 p.m. 2.40 pm. Enemy
retaliation commenced and continued until 6.p.m. - 7.09 pm LINCOLNS on our left sent
up S.O.S. and our Artillery replied and continued until 9.30 p.m. – 9.45 pm Enemy seen
massing, for counter attack, behind FOSSE 3. LINCOLNS sent up S.O.S. but apparently
was unobserved so our S.O.S. was put up and the artillery opened up and 4 direct hits on
massed enemy were observed and they broke and ran in disorder down ALMANAC
TRENCH. Shortly after that the artillery on both sides quieted down.
Our troops suffered no casualties during operation but the enemy retaliation caused the
following casualties: -
KILLED 5 other ranks, Wounded 2 OFFICERS and 28 other ranks.
Our Stokes guns did excellent work during operation, firing 380 rounds into enemy lines.
It was observed that retreating enemy threw away rifles and equipment.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Wed, Jun 20, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36aS.E.
X 7 a, FRANCE
- relief not completed until 3.15 am after which the Battalion was quartered at ST.
LAWRENCE CAMP –BOIS DE LA HAIE. Companies left line as fast as relief progressed
but all did not reach billets until 7 a.m. Balance of day spent in resting and cleaning up.
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Thu, Jun 21, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36aS.E.
X 7 a, FRANCE
Rainy. Officers went over tapes for attack scheme this morning and took their Companies
over in the afternoon.

Fri, Jun 22, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36aS.E.
X 7 a, FRANCE
Showery. Companies busy practicing and getting fitted for attack.

Sat, Jun 23, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36aS.E.
X 7 a, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Attack scheme practiced by Brigade

Sun, Jun 24, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36aS.E.
X 7 a, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Brigade practicing scheme over the tapes during which time the Corps
Commander inspected the Battalions at work. MAJOR P.W. ANDERSON presented with
MILITARY CROSS by MAJOR-GENERAL WATSON, G.O.C. 4TH CANADIAN
DIVISION

Mon, Jun 25, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BOIS DE LA HAIE Sheet 36bS.E.
X 7 a, LEFT SUB-SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Final preparations for attack scheme completed, and preparations to move into
the line at 7.30 pm. Battalion advised by Brigade at 6.45 pm. that the enemy had vacated part
of their trenches and the Battalion was to be ready to move at 15 minutes notice. Nothing
further was heard so the Battalion moved by Companies at 7.30 pm. and relieved 50th Bn on
left subsector from M 30 d.9.3 to N 31 a 3.1

Tue, Jun 26, 1917 LEFT SUB-SECTOR, CANADA TRENCH, FRANCE
Showery – see APPENDIX “B”

Wed, Jun 27, 1917
Fine & warm – see APPENDIX “B”

Thu, Jun 28, 1917
Fine & warm – see APPENDIX “B”

Fri, Jun 29, 1917
Fine & warm – see APPENDIX “B”

Sat, Jun 30, 1917
Fine & warm – see APPENDIX “B”

APPENDIX “B”
SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS JUNE 25TH to JULY 1ST 1917.

FIRST PHASE – JUNE 26th
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On the night 25/26th June this unit relieved the 50TH C.I.Bn with front line in CANADA
TRENCH. Orders were received about 9 pm that the Battalion would capture ONTARIO
TRENCH and the BREWERY but would not push forward to KIRKCALDY had been
previously intended. The Battalion was to be ready by 6 am and to jump off from
CANADA TRENCH or trenches in rear according to the practicability of assembly having
in mind that it could not be completed before daylight.
“A” & “B” Companies less one platoon were detailed for the assault. At 4. am. the
Companies reported that they would be ready to jump off at 6 a.m. and later was notified
that ZERO would be 7 am. At 7 a.m. these 2 Companies attacked, B Company on the
right, A Company on the left. The Enemy on the right made little resistance and as they
ran were driven by our rifle and Lewis Gun fire into our barrage causing, considerable
casualties. The BREWERY was searched and a line of outposts placed in front.
ONTARIO TRENCH was occupied and battle outposts pushed out in front.
“A” Company on the left met with more resistance. All enemy Machine Gun in the
vicinity of the junction of CANDLE and ONTARIO TRENCH was fought by an officer
and crew until they were killed. Some 20 or 30 of the enemy who fled overland were
caught by our Lewis Gun fire only 5 Germans were taken alive. Most of our casualties
occurred from Machine Gun fire from the vicinity of HILL 65 and Machine Guns
opposite our left front. Our artillery barrage was excellent with the exception of one gun
firing just north of COLUMBIA TRENCH, each round of which fell about 100 yards in
rear of barrage. Our line fortunately appeared to escape casualties from this gun with the
exception of one very excellent Sergeant who was killed.

SECOND PHASE JUNE 28TH – 2.30 am to 7.10 pm.
On Thursday morning 28-6-17 at 2.30 am C & D Companies with one Platoon of B
Company attacked the village of ELEU DIT LEAUVETTE. The first objective was the
trench south-west of the village and the second objective the north-east side of the village
and SASKATOON ROAD as far south as EDWARD C.T. exclusive. The attack took
place before dawn. The barrage was excellent. Both objectives were taken – 4 machine
guns were captured – 40 or 50 enemy killed in hand-to-hand fighting in area occupied by
us besides these caught, while retreating, by our fire. The objectives were overrun by the
troops on account of the darkness but they were soon in hand and established on the line
desired.

THIRD PHASE JUNE 28th 7.10 p.m.
At 7.10 pm. Thursday 28-6-17 “C” & “D” Companies were ordered to clear out the horse-
shoe shaped trenches to the south-east of the town and to gain command of the bridge
where the LENS-ARRAS-ROAD crosses the SOUCHEZ RIVER. This was done. The
Company attacking on the left sustained casualties from hostile Machine Gun fire to the
north of the river and possible from some posts south of the river and a mine explosion in
which we lost one N.C.O. and 2 men and a Lewis Gun. The Companies again over-ran the
objectives but were soon established on the desired line. None of the enemy waited for
hand to hand battle. Total casualties three phases :-

OFFICERS OTHER RANKS
Killed 0 24
Wounded 8 118
Missing 0 9
TOTAL 8 151

The three phases makes a total advance of one mile. The advanced positions were held
until relieved by the P.P.C.L.I. on the night of 1/2 July 1917.
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[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

……………………………………………………………………………………………..

C

B.M. 642
12th Canadian Inf. Bde. Hdqrs.

3-7-17.
O. C.,
38th Battn.
72nd ,,
78th ,,
85th ,,
12th Canadia n M.G. Coy.
12th Canadian T.M. Bty.

Bde. Signal Officer.

Attached a re extracts from German accounts of the recent fighting of this Brigade and
other troops of the FIRST ARMY, on 28th June, last.

The Army Commander considers that it bears eloquent testimony to the success of the
exertions of the past fortnight; to the determination of the real attacks; and the realistic
nature of the feints carried out by the I, XIII and Canadian Corps.

The true facts of the Operation are contained in the FIRST ARMY Intelligence
Summa ry No. 898 extracts from which read as follows:

“A series of most successful operations were carried out yesterday evening. At
7.10 p.m. we attacked the German positions on the front GAVRELLE – ARLEUX,
AVION – SOUCHEZ RIVER, and from the SOUCHEZ RIVER Northwards. These
operations met with a complete success, all our objectives being reached with
comparatively slight losses.
On our Southern front the enemy front system was occupied on a wide front and posts
were pushed well forward. The enemy was holding his trenches strongly, except
immediately N. of GAVRELLE, where CORDORNA TRENCH was held weakly. At
most points he offered a stubborn resistance and suffered heavy losses. It is believed
that at least 5 ma chine guns and over 200 prisoners have been taken on this portion
of the front, but the exact figures have not yet been received.
On the front from S. of AVION to the SOUCHEZ RIVER our troops have advanced
on the whole front, penetrating through AVION a s far as the Western edge of FOSSE
de LIEVIN. All our objectives were rapidly secured. Patrols were pushed forward,
entering the German trenches about FOSSE 4; these were found to be strongly held
and well wired. Some German prisoners were taken, but our patrols were attacked by
German supports and eventually withdrew from the German trenches, after sending
their prisoners ba ck. Since yesterday morning 2 Officers a nd about 60 other ranks
have been ca ptured on this front, and at least 6 machine guns; the enemy has suffered
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heavy losses; up to 7 p.m. yesterday evening at least 250 Germans are known to have
been killed. Our advance in the AVION a rea; on a front of about 2 miles, has now
reached a maximum depth of 2,500 yards.
N. of the SOUCHEZ RIVER our troops secured their objectives with little resistance,
the enemy bolting as soon as our attack was made; 1 Prisoner and 1 new light ma
chine gun, (1917 pattern) were taken. The enemy now appears to be holding a line on
the W. and S.W. outskirts of LENS, down to FOSSE 4 and the green slag heap
immediately S. of it, with posts out in front of this line. N. of the LENS-GRENAY
railway the German front line is held as usual.
S.E. of LOOS we carried out a most successful raid on the NASH ALLEY last night;
severe fighting ensued the Germans counter-attacking repeatedly but unsuccessfully,
and losing heavily in these attempts. One large dugout full of Germans, was destroyed
by a mobile cha rge and several other dugouts were bombed. We brought back one
prisoner.
Opposite LOOS oil drums were discharged successfully.”

R.E.Partridge
Major,

Brigade Major,
12th Canadian Inf. Bde.

REP/LD.

………………………………………………………………………………………….

GERMAN OFFICIAL
Translation.

General Headquarters 29th June 1917.

Western Theatre of War: Army Group of Crown Prince Rupprocht

Violent fights yesterday between LA BASSEE CANAL and the SCARPE. On
the ground long since given up by us as a battle ground, W. and S.W. of LENS, strong
British attack was made along the road to ARRAS. In the evening several divisions
attacked between HULLUCH and MERICOURT and from FRESNOY to
GAVRELLE after drum-fire. The enemy was driven back by fire and counter-a ttack
at HULLUCH and between LOOS and the LENS-LIEVIN ROAD. After violent
fighting with our outpost troops W. of LENS a new enemy attack similarly was
uncompleted. At AVION his first attack was shattered with particular energy. A new
attack with reinforcements was shattered by fire and counter-attack. Between
FRESNOY and GAVRELLE the enemy replaced his first storming waves (whic h
were broken with heavy losses by our artillery) by fresh troops. After bitter hand to
hand fighting the English established themselves in our front line between OPPY and
GAVRELLE WINDMILL. Our troops fought excellently. The enemy sustained high
bloddy [bloody] losses in the good co-operative defence and in the hand to hand
fighting.

-----------------ooo0ooo-------------------

In addition to the above, the German Wireless Report stated :

“Early in the morning we broke up a strong English attack W. and S.W. of LENS along
the LENS – ARRAS RD.
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Near AVION the enemy’s attacks were led by specially picked assaulting troops. These
attacks w ere renewed after reinforcements had been brought up. These a ttacks also were
driven back by our fire and counter attacks.”

DISTRIBUTION.
Each Battn - 18 copies.
M.G. Coy. - 5 ,,
T.M.Bty - 2 ,,
Sig. Section - 1 ,,
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Sun, Jul 1, 1917 FRONT LINE LEFT SUB-SECTOR &
SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3., FRANCE
Fine & warm. Relieved by P.P.C.L.I. in front line. On relief marched back to VILLERS AU
BOIS by platoons and moved into huts in SUBURBAN CAMP. Quartermasters stores moved
there also. Transport Lines to MAISNIL BOUCHE (Sheet 36 b W 4d 5.8). The move made as
the 4th Canadian Division are moving into Corps Reserve for training and rest from duties in
the line.

Mon, Jul 2, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Move completed and balance of day spent in resting and cleaning up.

Tue, Jul 3, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Showery. Training commenced today – 6 hours per day & lectures

Wed, Jul 4, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training.

Thu, Jul 5, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training.

Fri, Jul 6, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training.

Sat, Jul 7, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Band concert at Y.M.C.A. in evening. Training all day.

Sun, Jul 8, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
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FRANCE
Showery. R.C. Church parade in Y.M.C.A. hut 9.a.m. Protestant church parade cancelled
owing to weather.

Mon, Jul 9, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training

Tue, Jul 10, 1917
Fine & warm. Training all day. R.C. Church parade 9. am in Y.M.C.A. hut VILLERS AU
BOIS. Protestant church parade near Corps Cage.

Wed, Jul 11, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Showery. Brigade sports held at VILLERS AU BOIS.

Thu, Jul 12, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. F.G.C.M. [Field General Court Martial] of Ptes BOZAN and McDONALD
A.R. at 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade Headquarters, VILLERS AU BOIS.

Fri, Jul 13, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Battallion inspected at work by Corps Commander Lieuts. H.B.MILLER-F.J.ANDERSON-
W.F.COUTLEE-C.E.F.HISCOCKS-R.T.SAILMAN-A.D.ARCHIBALD- W.G.ERNST-
C.J.DRYDEN reinforcements arrived.

Sat, Jul 14, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training all day.

Sun, Jul 15, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Brigade route march via CAMBLAIN L’ABBEE-QUATRE VINGTS-
ESTREE COUCHEE-GRAND SERVINS-PETIT SERVINS-GOUY SERVINS-VILLERS
AU BOIS.

Mon, Jul 16, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36b x19c2.3.,
FRANCE
Rainy. Lecture by Lt. Col. IRONSIDE, G.S.O. of 4th Canadian Division on organization and
administration of British Forces in the early days of the war in Y.M.C.A. tent to all officers
and N.C.O.s of the Brigade. Inspection of Battalion at work by [Inserted: Lieut. Gen Sir
Arthur Currie] Corps Commander. A practice attack at XV24 Central was being carried out
while he was there. Lieut’s A.D.McDONALD and E.A.CRAWLEY reinforcements, report.

Tue, Jul 17, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Showery. Training carried on.

Wed, Jul 18, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
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Showery. LT.C.F. WETMORE and 8. OR’s went to rest camp today. LT. E.F.GELLING and
22 Other ranks returned from rest camp today. Training all day. Word received that Lt.Col.
E.C.PHINNEY 2nd in command left for Canada on three months leave to recuperate from
wound.

Thu, Jul 19, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Rainy. Training during day. 5 Other ranks, reinforcements, arrived

Fri, Jul 20, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Warning received that Brigade would move in the line night 25/26th inst.
Divisional sports held at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE.

Sat, Jul 21, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Brigade route march – GRAND SERVINS-ESTREE COUCHEE-CAMBLAIN
l’ABBEE-MONT ST.ELOI-VILLERS AU BOIS.

Sun, Jul 22, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Fine & warm. R.C. Church parade at Y.M.C.A. 9 am. Protestant church parade 9. am in rear
of parade ground. Training carried on remainder of day morning.

Mon, Jul 23, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Orders received that Brigade would move into the line tomorrow night
Inserted: 85th Bn.] on right sub-sector. Frontage reconnoitred today. Training carried on all
day.

Tue, Jul 24, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Wet. Training carried on between showers and in huts

Wed, Jul 25, 1917 SUBURBAN CAMP VILLERS AU BOIS Sheet 36 b x19c2.3
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Cleaning up camp and packing up in the morning. Transport lines moved from
MAISNIL BOUCHE and Quartermasters stores and Paymaster from VILLERS AU BOIS- all
went to CARENCY (Sheet 36 b X 10 c) The Battalion moved from VILLERS AU BOIS at 2
pm and went to ZOUAVE VALLEY. and from there went over ridge commencing at 9.45
p.m. and relieved 50TH Bn. CANADIANS and one Coy. 116TH Bn. CANADIANS.

Thu, Jul 26, 1917 FRONT LINE, RIGHT SUB_SECTOR Sheet 36c SWT3a8.5 to
T9b9.3, FRANCE
2.20 am Relief completed 2.20 a.m. “C&D” Companies in front line “D” on left and “C” on
right. “A & B” Companies in support line. H.Q in ANNAPOLIS VALLEY at T 7 d 9.5
Relieved by 78TH Bn in front line. Working party of 8 Officers & 250 OR’s working on
BETTY C.T.

Fri, Jul 27, 1917 BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 and T7, FRANCE
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Relief completed 1.30 a.m. On relief Battalion moved into Brigade support. – Bn. H.Q. at S
11 d 0.5 – “A” Coy in HALIFAX TRENCH – “B” Coy in HALIFAX TRENCH – “C” Coy in
BLUENOSE TRENCH – “D” Coy in SYDNEY TRENCH. Working party of 8 officers and
250 OR’s working on BETTY C.T.

Sat, Jul 28, 1917 BRIGADE SUPPORT Sheet 36cS.W T1 and T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Quiet all day. Enemy artillery active at night. Working party same as last night
– 8 officers & 250 other ranks on BETTY C.T.

Sun, Jul 29, 1917 BRIGADE SUPPORT Sheet 36cS.W T1 and T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Working party of 8 officers and 250 other ranks working at night on Betty C.T.

Mon, Jul 30, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Relieved 78TH Bn.(Canadians) on Front line. On relief three companies in front line between
N 33 c 0.4 and T 9 b 9.3. – “B” on left, ”C” in centre and “D” on right. “A” Coy in support in
DORIS TEDDIE TRENCHES Enemy artillery fairly quiet. Weather – wet.

Tue, Jul 31, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Weather – showery. Enemy artillery shelling intermittently, own artillery active. At night
working parties improving front line – digging fire steps – also improving C.T.’s. Advice
received that the Commanding Officer LT.COL. A.H.BORDEN, on leave in ENGLAND.

has been confined is in Hospital ill , and leave extended to 11th August 1917.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Major J.L. Ralston]
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Wed, Aug 1, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Weather – cloudy and misty. Trench mortars of enemy active during past night on AVION
TRENCH. The enemy also used some gas shells on our front but did no damage.

Thu, Aug 2, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Rainy. The artillery of the enemy were quiet all day but active at night. LT. C.B. BAKER and
LT. J.R. SMITH joined the Battalion today. LT. C.F. WETMORE and party returned from
rest camp.

Fri, Aug 3, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Rainy. Enemy quiet during day but active at night and at 4.10 am his artillery put a barrage on
our front line. LT. B.H. MILLAR wounded. LT. N.C. CHRISTIE joined the Battalion today.

Sat, Aug 4, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Rainy. Enemy quiet during day and usual artillery and Trench Mortar activity at night.
Relieved by 78TH Bn. and Battalion moved into Brigade Support. A&B Coys in HALIFAX
TRENCH – “C” Coy in BLUENOSE – “D”Coy in SYDNEY and AMHERST TRENCH –
Bn. H.Q. in NANAIMO RD. Working party of 25 on light railway and also 25 pushing
forward materials for Engineers to work with.
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Sun, Aug 5, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 &T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Mon, Aug 6, 1917
Fine & warm

Tue, Aug 7, 1917
Fine & warm

Wed, Aug 8, 1917
Fine & warm
During period 5 to 9/8/17 Battalion supplied working parties each night – 25 on new tram line
– 25 bringing forward material for Engineers – 100 on MEANDER TRENCH from AVION
TRENCH to front line. 120 improving BETTY C.T. 60 carrying Stokes shells. 10 carrying
forward material for gas proofing.

Thu, Aug 9, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR FRONT LINE N 33 c 0.4 to T.9.b. 9.3,
FRANCE
Relieved 78TH Bn. in front line A&B Coys in front (AVION TRENCH and posts) “C” Coy in
BILLIE-BURKE – “D” Coy in support in DORIS-KEANE TRENCHES.

Fri, Aug 10, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR FRONT LINE N 33 c 0.4 to T.9.b. 9.3,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Artillery active both enemy and our own. A patrol under LT. A.D.
McDONALD encountered the enemy in no-mans-land in front of MERICOURT. There was a
brush with the enemy and L/CPL. W.T.R.ZINC #222390, although wounded in both legs, put
his Lewis Gun into action and by his promptness & coolness & courage very materially
helped in saving a dangerous situation. For this act of courage L/C ZINK was awarded the
MILITARY MEDAL. This patrol dispersed the enemy who retired leaving one dead and
taking several wounded with them. [Inserted: Later, same morning, a patrol of “C”Coy, Cpl.
BURRIS, and Pte.LOGAN captured & wounded Hun near N.33.d.70, who gave an account of
having been wounded in a fight with our patrol.]

Sat, Aug 11, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR FRONT LINE N 33 c 0.4 to T.9.b. 9.3,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Artillery quiet. Enemy trench mortars active at night. #202222 A/Cpl.
P.P.REDMOND and one man while on patrol ran across an enemy post. They bombed the
post and pushed forward obtaining valuable information.

Sun, Aug 12, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR FRONT LINE N 33 c 0.4 to T.9.b. 9.3,
FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy artillery active and enemy trench mortars. #202222 A/Cpl
P.P.REDMOND again took a patrol out and encountered two enemy posts. They were
bombed and after deplying [deploying] they withdrew. Cpl REDMOND was wounded and but
remained on duty, visited his posts on return and superintended the withdrawal of his posts,
for an artillery shoot. His courage and coolness and devotion to duty at the time and during
the patrol of last night earned for himself the MILITARY MEDAL.

Mon, Aug 13, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
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Battalion relieved by 78th Bn. and moved into Brigade Support. “A&B” Coys in HALIFAX
TRENCH. “C” Coy in BLUENOSE TRENCH – “D” Coy in SYDNEY AMHERST – “HQ”
in NANAIMO ROAD.

Tue, Aug 14, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy shelling area during. Orders received for one company of 85th Bn. to be
held under orders of G.O.C. 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade to support 78th Bn. in proposed
attack pending results of operations NORTH of the SOUCHEZ RIVER. “D” Company
detailed for this purpose.

Wed, Aug 15, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Thu, Aug 16, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Fri, Aug 17, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Sat, Aug 18, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Sun, Aug 19, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Fine & warm

Mon, Aug 20, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR, FRANCE
Relieved 78th Bn in front line. “B&D” Coys in AVION – “A” Coy on right in BILLIE-
BURKE. “C” Coy in support in DORIS-KEENE TRENCHES. During the period 14th to 19th

–8-17 each company had 24 hours at Transport Lines for bath and change of clothes.
During the period in support working parties were supplied. 20 on new tram line. 30 carrying
Stokes shells. 33 carrying medium and heavy T.M. shells. 25 carrying material for new
Bn.H.Q.. 30 improving BETTY C.T. 20 bringing forward material for Engineers. 50 on new
front line. 50 on BILLIE-BURKE EXTENSION. These parties were supplied each night and
in addition companies improved the trenches they occupied.

Tue, Aug 21, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Enemy quiet during day. Artillery and trench mortars active at night. CAPT.
HENSLEY and Lt. HALLETT reconnoitred [Inserted: top of] slag heap in N33c this morning
at 8 am. They also went into craters in N 33 a 5.2 and were attacked by enemy with bombs
and withdrew. MERICOURT TRENCH was reconnoitred.

Wed, Aug 22, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Fine & warm Usual enemy trench mortar activity at night.

Thu, Aug 23, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3, FRANCE
Fine & cooler. Enemy artillery and Trench mortars less active than usual.

Fri, Aug 24, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b 9.3 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR,
FRANCE
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Fine & cool. At 9.30 p.m. our artillery, trench mortars and machine guns put barrage on
enemy lines. Enemy retaliation was strong and prolonged. From 9.35 to 10.15 pm it kept up
with 4.2s and 5.9s and both heavy and light trench mortars.

Sat, Aug 25, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b 9.3 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR,
FRANCE
Fine & cool. Enemy artillery and trench mortar activity at night as usual.

Sun, Aug 26, 1917 FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b 9.3 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR,
FRANCE
Fine in the morning. Raining in afternoon and night. Artillery less active. Patrols covered our
frontage during night and established enemy location of posts.

Mon, Aug 27, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR FRONT LINE N33c 0.4 to T9b9.3
Showery. Outposts pushed out on right of AVION across wood QUEBEC ROAD and street
running near MEMBER TRENCH. This gives us complete control of town of AVION and
enables the digging of a front line to cover the whole town. During the period 20th to 27th – 8
– 17 the Battalion did considerable work on front line trenches. NEW FRONT LINE was
completed to join up with SULLIVAN TRENCH. BILLIE BURKE and BILLIE-BURKE
EXTENTION were improved - AVION TRENCH improved – MERICOURT TRENCH was
improved between MEASURE and BILLIE BURKE. MEASURE was deepened and
improved to within 10 yards of enemy wire and a trench was dug from there to AVION
TRENCH at about T 3 b 45.85 A block was put up MEASURE TRENCH about 3 yards from
junction and up MERICOURT about 10 yards from MEASURE. Battalion was relieved 78th

Bn and moved into Brigade Support. “A” Coy in SYDNEY-AMHERST TRENCHES, “B” &
D” Coys in HALIFAX TRENCH, “C” Coy in BLUENOSE TRENCH.

Tue, Aug 28, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Cool & showery

Wed, Aug 29, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Cool & showery

Thu, Aug 30, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR BRIGADE SUPPORT T1 & T7, FRANCE
Cool & showery

Fri, Aug 31, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR N.33c.0.4 to 7.9.b9.3
Cool & showery
During the period 28 – 31st inclusive the Battalion supplied working parties as follows: - 30
on AVION SUPPORT TRENCH. 30 carrying BATHMATS for BETTY. 25 carrying material
for new Bn. H.Q. 85 improving BETTY C.T. 25 bringing forward material for Engineers. 10
on coffee stand (YMCA) and 175 digging C.T. to AVION.
Casualties during the tour (practically 40 days) were as follows,-

Lieut ERNST W.G. Wounded.
“ MILLER B.H. Wounded.
“ ARCHIBALD A.D. Wounded at duty.

8 O.R. Killed.
36 O.R. Wounded (4 of whom were accidental)
17 O.R Gassed.
14 O.R Wounded at duty.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. J.L. Ralston]
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Sat, Sept. 1, 1917 Sheet 36cSW T13a1.7, FRANCE
Weather fine and warm. Battalion in Brigade Support. Companies located as follows A and
B Coys HALIFAX TRENCH. C Coy in BLUENOSE TRENCH. D Coy in SYDNEY-
AMHERST TRENCH. Parties working in ACCESS TRENCH and digging from ADEPT to
AVION TRENCH completed.

Sun, Sept. 2, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. The Battalion was relieved tonight by the 47th Battalion and on relief moved
into TOTTENHAM CAMP in ZOUAVE VALLEY, taking over from the 47th Battalion. The
relief was completed early, the enemy artillery being fairly quiet. The men billeted in the huts
and dugouts along the slope of the ridge. The tour just completed was of 39 days duration –
the longest the Battalion has ever been in and although there was no great action during the
tour, yet the length was very trying on the men.

Mon, Sept. 3, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. The day was spent in resting and cleaning up.

Tue, Sept. 4, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training commenced today. Carried out specialist training and reorganization
of platoons.

Wed, Sept. 5, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training carried out the same as yesterday.

Thu, Sept. 6, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Rainey. Training was carried out as far as the weather would permit in the morning. No
training in the afternoon as working party of 300 was out tonight working in the forward area.

Fri, Sept. 7, 1917 Sheet 36.c.SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Specialist training.

Sat, Sept. 8, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36.c.S.W. S20 b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Specialist training.

Sun, Sept. 9, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36.c.S.W. S20 b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Church parades. Band concert. Officers baseball.

Mon, Sept. 10, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36.c.S.W. S20 b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training.

Tue, Sept. 11, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR Bn. H.Q. S12b85.20 (Sheet 36cSW),
FRANCE
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Fine & warm. Relieved 47th Battalion in right subsector in AVION from LEN’S – VIMY RY
to MERICOURT TRENCH. BILLIE BURKE which has previously been held by us is now
held by the 2nd DIVISION 1st C.M.R.’s). They have taken over the area on our right formally
held by English troops. This makes BETTY C.T. out of our area but the C.T. from ADEPT to
AVION is in excellent condition. This trench runs through AVION SUPPORT (now called
ACCESS) and through AVION, crossing MEANDER and through SULLIVAN to the front
lines. This new C.T. is very useful as the enemy has the range of the others. The Companies
are on the line as follows. Bn.H.Q. on LENS-ARRAS RD at end of NANAIMO RD. “A” Coy
in left. C Coy on right. B Coy in support in HALIFAX TRENCH. D Coy, one platoon in
HALIFAX TRENCH and two platoons on railway embankment from BETTY GAP to
AMBLE TRENCH. The relief was completed without any difficulty. The enemy artillery was
fairly quiet with the exception of some gas shells.

Wed, Sept. 12, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR Bn. H.Q. S12b85.20 (Sheet 36cSW),
FRANCE
Fine & warm. The enemy spent the entire morning shelling a spot in AVION TOWN on our
frontage at a post where we once had a post. He shelled with 5.9’s. and inflicted two
casualties on us from splinters. Quite a lot of movement heard during the night back of
enemies lines. Lieut-Colonel BORDEN returned from ENGLAND.

Thu, Sept. 13, 1917
Fine & warm. Lieut. A.D.FRASER with Sgt. McNeil and Scout D.L.VINCENT patrolled
craters {Inserted: at N33 a 4.1] before daylight today and located enemy post. After daylight
LT. C.F.WETMORE, LT A.D.FRASER and Sgt. McNeil entered these craters and found the
craters unoccupied. Enemy shelled our right flank today steadily with 5.9’s and 8 in. shells.

Fri, Sept. 14, 1917
Fine & warm. Enemy shelling MEMBER TRENCH again today.

Sat, Sept. 15, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE Sheet 36cSW S14d 5.5, FRANCE
Relieved by 78th Battalion tonight and on relief A & C Coys and H.Q. moved back to
ZOUAVE VALLEY to quarters on HOSPITAL RIDGE. B & D Coys remained in HALIFAX
ADEPT & ACCESS TRENCHES to do work in the area. MAJOR ANDERSON remained in
charge of these two companies. On the night of 14/15 Sept a Lewis Gun in an advanced
detached post was put out of action and all the crew with the exception of Pte. C McLEOD #
169032 were wounded. Pte. McLEOD at great personal risk rescued one man who was
severely wounded. He reported the situation to Coy H.Q. got a new Lewis Gun and
volunteered to take up a position in advance of the one previously held. This he very
successfully accomplished and held the position until relieved. He was recommended for the
Distinguished Conduct Medal.

Sun, Sept. 16, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR Bn. H.Q. S12b85.20 (Sheet 36cSW),
FRANCE
Fine and cooler. Companies in ZOUAVE VALLEY resting and cleaning up. Church parade in
afternoon.

Mon, Sept. 17, 1917 RIGHT SUB-SECTOR Bn. H.Q. S12b85.20 (Sheet 36cSW),
FRANCE
Fine & cool. Kit inspections by B. D and HQ Coys. CO’s parade in the afternoon. The
platoons of D Coy on RWY. track moved back to HALIFAX TRENCH

Tue, Sept. 18, 1917 HOSPITAL RIDGE CAMP, FRANCE
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Dull & cool. “A” Coy working at SOUCHEZ. C Coy at the ranges in the valley. Officers of A
Coy went with C.O. to O.P. over the ridge to look over front in view of the forthcoming
operations. Casualties from tour 11TH to 19TH inclusive – 2 KILLED – 15 WOUNDED

Wed, Sept. 19, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Relieved by the 87th Battalion and moved to PETIT SERVINS. Now in
Divisional Reserve. H.Q. officers in billets. Coy officers and men in huts in village

Thu, Sept. 20, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion resting and cleaning up Inoculation commenced.

Fri, Sept. 21, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion at baths at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE today Inoculation completed.

Sat, Sept. 22, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Inspection of Box respirators and PH Helmets

Sun, Sept. 23, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm Brigade Church parade held in CHATEAU grounds and after service the
following were decorated.

222400 Sgt Martell W.U. 222783 A/Sgt Taylor* J.M. 222851 Cpl McPherson L.H.
222949 Smiley C.H. 736293** Pte Melstead F.B. 223218 Pte Merriman B.G.***
223192 Pte Hayward H.H. [A.] 223370 (?) Hamshaw T.H. (?) 222942 Cpl King F.E.
446853 Pte Davidson A. 223117 Pte Stephens A.E. 283465 ***** Pte Winters H.D.
877951 Sgt Sampson R.F. 283523 A/Cpl Barns***** W.D. Military Medals

222416 Sgt McNeil A.R. Distinguished Conduct Medal
After the investiture there was a march past by the Brigade

* [Keylor] ** [Milstead] ***[Merriam] ****[283455] *****[Burris]

Mon, Sept. 24, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Training commenced today for the forth coming operations. Platoon
commanders went over the scheme with their platoons

Tue, Sept. 25, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Continued training preparatory to going over the tapes. All men had an
opportunity of seeing the scheme on maps and seeing the aeroplane photographs of the area.

Wed, Sept. 26, 1917 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine & warm. The Battalion went over the tapes this afternoon practicing for the attack.

Thu, Sept. 27, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36c SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Scheme practiced over the tapes. The Battalion moved to TOTTENHAM
CAMP, ZOUAVE VALLEY this afternoon and took over quarters from the 47th Bn. Quarters
consist of ten huts and dugouts along the slope of the ridge

Fri, Sept. 28, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36c SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Practice over the tapes continued.

Sat, Sept. 29, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36c SW S20b 3.5, FRANCE
Fine & warm. Battalion on tapes
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Sun, Sept. 30, 1917
Fine & warm. Church parade held at 9 am. C. Coy on working party all day and the remainder
of the Battalion out at night over the ridge

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APPENDIX “A”
KILLED: - Date Place Buried
#283098 [283095] Pte ROGERS. E.L.14-9-17 Front Line Annapolis Valley

222943 “ FULLER H. 15-9-17 Outpost Line do

WOUNDED Date Place Nature of wounds
700966 Pte SIMMONDS, [Simmons] H. 12-9-17 Front Line Shrapnel wound.
282545[282549] “ BARTEAUX, H.G. 12-9-17 Outpost Line do
222017 “ ENNIS, E.J. 12-9-17 Front Line Gassed.
282728[282758] Cpl.PIKE, F.L. 13-9-17 Support Line Shell fire (Died of Wounds)
223252 C.S.M. O’DELL, K.D. 13-9-17 do Shrapnel
282284 Pte WOLFE, J.R. 13-9-17 do do
223258 “ MURPHY, A.J. 13-9-17 do do
223190 “ WELLS, A.J. 15-9-17 Front Line do
736264 “ BENSON, A. 15-9-17 Support Line do
223491 [223491?]Cpl. McDONALD, J.A. 15-9-17 Outpost Line N.Y.D.N.
223197 Pte. CAMERON,G.I. 15-9-17 do do
283118 “ TAYLOR, L.M.[C.E.]15-9-17 Front Line do
877221L/cpl ROBERTS, D. 18-9-17 Support Line Shrapnel
282779 Pte WRIGHT, H.P. 19-9-17 Support Line do
9.01249 “ PATTERSON, J. 19-9-17 do do

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Mon, Oct 1, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36cSW S20b3.5, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Battalion training all day for the proposed attack on CANADA ROAD, south of
LENS. Practice over tapes and specialist training.

Tue, Oct 2, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36cSW S20b3.5, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Continued practice for operations.

Wed, Oct 3, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36cSW S20b3.5, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Continued practice for operations.

Thu, Oct 4, 1917 TOTTENHAM CAMP Sheet 36cSW S20b3.5, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Continued practice for operations. Fitting out with bombs, very light signals etc
preparatory to going in the line. When arrangements were all complete orders were received
to cut down baggage preparatory to move with Line Transport. A few hours later word was
received that the Battalion would move tomorrow morning to GOUY SERVINS.

Fri, Oct 5, 1917 GOUY SERVINS Sheet 36B Q 35 c & d, FRANCE
Battalion marched with Line Transport to GOUY SERVINS and the men were billeted in the
CHATEAU (these are the same billets as those the Battalion occupied on f arrival from base)
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H.Q. Officers in billets and remainder of officers in NISSEN HUTS in CHATEAU grounds.
Orders received to move tomorrow to HERSIN-COUPIGNY.

Sat, Oct 6, 1917 HERSIN-COUPIGNY Sheet 36B Q 5 & 11, FRANCE
8.a.m. Wet. The Battalion moved this morning from GOUY SERVINS to HERSIN-
COUPIGNY. Men billeted in huts in COUPIGNY. Officers in billets throughout the town in
Billets 108-43-30-82-39-83 GRAND RUE 1 RUE PRASME. 45-4-6-10-18-23-24 RUE
ROME. 24-32-34-38 RUE PETERSBURG. Orders received to move tomorrow to BRUAY.

Sun, Oct 7, 1917 BRUAY Sheet 36 B J10&16, FRANCE
8 am Showery. The Battalion marched to BRUAY from HERSIN-COUPIGNY arriving in
BRUAY at 11 a.m. Officers and men in billets as follows “A” Coy Cite 7. “B” Coy Cite 7.
“C” Coy RUE D’TOMBELLES and RUE NATIONALE. “D” Coy RUE D’HAMEL. H.Q.
PERSONEL CITE 13. Commanding Officer billett No 4 RUE D’TOMBELLES. Orderly
Room 69 RUE D’TOMBELLES.

Mon, Oct 8, 1917 BRUAY Sheet 36 B J10&16, FRANCE
Fine & cool. 150 all ranks went to artillery ranges north of LILLERS to witness artillery
barrage demonstration.

Tue, Oct 9, 1917 BRUAY Sheet 36 B J10&16, FRANCE
Showery. Battalion at P.T. and arm drill in the morning

Wed, Oct 10, 1917 BRUAY Sheet 36 B J10&16, FRANCE
Wet.

Thu, Oct 11, 1917 BRUAY Sheet 36 B J10&16, FRANCE
Fine & cold. Orders received for move to TANNAY {Inserted: TIENNES] tomorrow.
Advance party for billeting left today. Battalion route march today

Fri, Oct 12, 1917 THIENNES Sheet HAZEBROUCK, BELGIUM F S
8 am. Battalion entrained at BRUAY and detrained at 1 pm at STEENBECQUE. Marched
back to billets on RUE D’TANNEY- TIENNES. Men in billets 1 to 41 RUE D’TANNAY.
Battalion H.Q. Billett No.15. Medical Office NO 14. Orders received to move to STAPLES
tomorrow. During the move to TIENNES the Transport came by road.

Sat, Oct 13, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U9 a & b
Wet. The Battalion with transport marched from TIENNES to STAPLES and were billeted as
follows : - Bn. H.Q. CHATEAU COMMERCE. “A” Coy in farm 200 yards behind Bn. H.Q.
“B” Coy billet No 146. “C” Coy farm 500 yards N.W. of Billet No 205. “D” Coy billet No
205. H.Q. Coy billet No 165.

Sun, Oct 14, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U9 a & b
Fine & warm. Church parade held in morning.

Mon, Oct 15, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U9 a & b
Fine & warm. Battalion paid today.

Tue, Oct 16, 1917
Fine & warm. Physical Training in morning At 11 am. Captain J.M. HENSLEY gave a lecture
to the officers on points from drill course at CANADIAN CORPS SCHOOL, PERNES.
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Wed, Oct 17, 1917 STAPLES (BELGIUM & FRANCE) Sheet 27 U9 a & b
Wet. Physical Training and 1 hour arm drill in the morning. LTS. R.DONALDSON and
F.O.HUTCHINSON (reinforcements) joined the Battalion. Party went to POPERINGE to see
relief map at 10 ELMS camp. Lecture by LIEUT.F.J.ANDERSON on fortifications of tactical
localities, shell holes and craters. The General Officer Commanding the 12th Canadian
Infantry Brigade met the officers and went over the scheme generally, of the attack on
PAESCHENDAELE [PASSCHENDAELE] RIDGE.

Thu, Oct 18, 1917
Party went to POPERINGE to view relief map. Officers went over attack scheme with
Companies and practiced on their own parade ground. Companies exchanged parade grounds
and went by route march in full marching order to the other Company parade ground allotted
to them and practiced the attack scheme on the new ground. In the afternoon the Commanding
Officer gave a talk on the attack scheme, and the Medical Officer a lecture on first aid.

Fri, Oct 19, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U 9 a & b
Fine & cool. Battalion practicing attack scheme.

Sat, Oct 20, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U 9 a & b
Fine & cool Companies training individually.

Sun, Oct 21, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U 9 a & b
Fine & cool The Commanding Officer took the Band to ARCQUE to play there Church
parade held on parade ground near “D” Coy. H.Q. R.C. Church parade held at STAPLE
CHURCH.

Mon, Oct 22, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U 9 a & b
Fine & cool. Inspection by H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught. The Band played at Canadian
Corps Headquarters at 12.30 pm. Orders received for move tomorrow to BRANDHOEK
AREA. Advance party under MAJOR RALSTON left today.

Tue, Oct 23, 1917 STAPLES Sheet 27 BELGIUM & FRANCE U 9 a & b, FRANCE
Fine Showery Battalion moved by bus from STAPLES to BRANDHOEK. De-bused on main
YPRES-POPERINGE ROAD and marched to ST.LAWRENCE CAMP. Billeted in huts
along road.

Wed, Oct 24, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BRANDHOEK AREA Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
Cold & Rainy. Going over attack scheme.

Thu, Oct 25, 1917 ST. LAWRENCE CAMP BRANDHOEK AREA Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
Cold & dull. 4 Company Officers & Scout Officer went up the line to go over ground.
LIEUT. HOLLAND wounded and LT. WRIGHT slightly wounded by shell burst on way up.

Fri, Oct 26, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
Rainy & cold. Battalion practicing scheme over tapes. MAJOR ANDERSON and 12 other
ranks proceeded to Horse Lines at POTIJZE to prepare camp.

Sat, Oct 27, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
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Fine & cool. 7 Officers and 5 O.R’s went up the line to reconnoitre. LIEUT.MARTELL and
13 OR’s of “D”Coy went into the line as advance party for “D” Coy. Battalion at Baths in the
afternoon.

Sun, Oct 28, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
Battalion moved (less details) into the line. Transport lines at POTIJZE Sheet 28 I 10 a. See
APPPENDIX “A”

Mon, Oct 29, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
Details moved to POTIJZE. See APPENDIX “A”

Tue, Oct 30, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
See APPENDIX “A”

Wed, Oct 31, 1917 BRANDHOEK AREA ST. LAWRENCE CAMP Sheet 28
BELGIUM & FRANCE G11c 6.6
See APPENDIX “A”

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

APPENDIX “A”

At 1 p.m. on 28/10/17 the Battalion, less detail and Specialists left out of the line, left St.
Lawrence Camp and entrained at BRANDHOEK SIDING; detrained at YPRES Station
and marched to POTIJZE and had supper there; issued bombs etc., there and marched off,
passing the starting point, OXFORD CORNER, where guides met the Battalion at 4.45
p.m. Proceeded to the Front line via “H” and “K” tracks to SEINE CORNER. Battalion
Headquarters established in Pill Box occupied by the 47th Battalion at D. 16 d.5.5 “D”
Company proceeded to the Front line and took over Battalion frontage from the 44th
Battalion. When passing advanced Headquarters at Hillside Farm D. 17 b 2.8 found
counter attack had driven in right front line Platoon of the 44th Battalion as far as line
running from D. 17,b, 7.9 to D. 17 b 5.5., leaving flank open. Captain Martin, 2nd in
Command of the 44th Battalion, immediately reorganized the 44th. Capt. McKenzie,
Officer Commanding “D” Company, 85th Battalion, ordered his two leading Platoons to
extend across the frontage covered by the counter attack, and they, with the assistance of
the Platoon of the 44th Battalion reorganized, drove back the Hun to his original position
and occupied the front line. During the engagement Captain McKenzie received a mortal
wound in the stomach, but carried on, saw his outposts placed, and fell dead. Lieutenants
Martell and Anderson were killed. Lieutenant Christie was wounded, carried to the
Regimental Aid Post and killed there by a shell. Two remaining Platoons of “D” Company
came up and relieved the left portion of the 44th Battalion. Three S.O.S. rockets went up
from the front line during this engagement. Artillery and Brigade Machine Gun fire good.
Headquarters details took up positions in trenches in rear of Battalion Headquarters, near
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SEINE CORNER. “A” and ”C” Companies took up “Y” day positions as shown on the
attached map, - “B” Company was led to a wrong position by guides supplied; when this
was discovered they were not moved. When S.O.S., went up in the front lines the
Headquarters Detail is extended in shell holes in front of, and formed Battle Headquarters
into a strong point for resistance. Immediately after the counter attack reconnaissance of
the front line was made by Captain Hensley, who commanded “A” Company 85th
Battalion just in rear and he moved up a portion of his Company in immediate support of
“D” Company. The Officer Commanding the 44th Battalion received a message from his
2nd in Command, to the effect that “D” Company of the 85th Battalion, because of the
counter attacks, was all mixed up with the 44th and more or less disorganized, and he
suggested that Captain Hensley should bring up “A” Company and relieve both the 44th
and “D” Company of the 85th and so give “D” Company a chance to reorganize. The
following message was sent to “A” and “D” Companies and Major Miller, the Adjutant,
went personally to assist in getting the 44th relieved : -

“A report reaches me that from the 44th Battalion that “D” Company is more or less
disorganized because of effecting a successful counter attack aaa And that several of
“D” Company officers are casualties aaa If this is so it might be better for “A”

Company to take over the line and allow “D” Company to withdraw to
reorganize. Aaa If “D” Company wishes this “A” Company will take over at once aaa
Please report action taken aaa”

Major Miller found that the N.C.O’s and men of “D” Company, particularly the Company
Sergeant Major, were in complete Command of the situation and it turned out as the
Commanding Officer expected, that “D” Company, in spite of its casualties, refused to
hand over its task to anyone else. Lieutenant Dryden of “A” Company was put in
Command of “D” Company and one Platoon of “A” Company was moved up and one “A”
Company Lewis Gun, together with five riflemen and bombers, were posted in the rear of
DECLINE COPSE at D. 18 a 00.50. At this time the Anzac front line ran in a southerly
direction from DEFT CROSSING at D.17 b 30.25. Major Anderson, the Officer left out of
the line by “D” Company, was wired to come from the TRANSPORT lines. Battalion
Headquarters was moved to its Battle position at HILLSIDE FARM D.17.b 2.8. at 10.00
a.m. on October 29th, 1917.
Lieutenants Wetmore, Murray and Cook ordered up from the TRANSPORT lines during
the afternoon. Lieutenants Murray and Cook were sent to “D” Company and Lieutenant
Wetmore to “A” Company to take the place of Lieutenant Dryden. During the morning of
29/10/17 Major Anderson, on reconnoitring his front line, discovered that the Hun was in
strength about thirty yards on the right flank and about one hundred and fifty yards away
on the left flank. He was seen to be in strength along this line; as many as eight and ten
men in various shell holes and prepared to hold this position in strength. About fifty were
observed to be in the vicinity of the Railway Cutting. The slope of the ground and the
cover afforded by the Railway Cutting allowed him to reinforce and reorganize
undisturbed by our front line. The General Officer Commanding 12th C.I.Brigade was at
Battalion Headquarters when Major Anderson made this report. It was then decided to
have the barrage so it would fall on the German front line and that the 85th would jump
off far enough back to allow this to be done. During the afternoon a considerable amount
of sniping and Machine Gun fire played about the area in the vicinity of Battalion
Headquarters, over which the Battalion would have to assemble and it was expected that
heavy casualties would result because of this. Shortly after dusk tapes for jumping off
were laid, under the supervision of Majorn Anderson and Lieutenant Wright.
Representatives from the Companies were present to assist in arranging the details and
tapes that applied to their Companies; afterwards they were available to lead their
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Companies to their positions. During the night hot tea arrived from the Transport lines and
was distributed as well as the rations. ”B” Company which had been guided to a wrong
position on the extreme left of the Divisional frontage the previous night, came forward
early in the evening, under cover, in the vicinity of Battalion Headquarters so that its
assembly would not be delayed by any troops from the 78th and 72nd Battalions which
must necessarily cross its line of march. The sniping died down after dark and at 4.50
a.m., the hour ordered, that is one hour before Zero, without noise or confusion, the
Battalion was in position on the tapes. “B” Company on the right of DECLINE COPSE,
to attack along the Railway and was responsible for the defence of the right flank; “C”
Company was in the centre, with its main objective VIENNA COTTAGE; while “A”
Company on the left were in touch with the 78th Battalion and having for its main
objective, TIBER. “D” Company, which was still manning the Front line, was put in
Battalion Reserve. Major Anderson who, in the field, was 2nd in Command of the
Battalion at this time, was in command of the reserve Company. Two Stokes Guns were
attached to the Company on the right and were to fire on the eastern edge of DECLINE
COPSE and the Railway Cutting during the first barrage. Two Brigade Machine Guns
were attached to “A” Company and were to establish positions in the vicinity of TIBER
and were to provide covering fire to the front and right flank. The Tumpliners had
established dumps in the vicinity of Battalion Headquarters at Hillside Farm and two other
dumps on the tapes just where the Companies joined. The Tumpliners were kept in reserve
near Battalion Headquarters. Fifteen minutes before zero “D” Company withdrew from its
line, still leaving a few men to ensure that the enemy was kept back so as to receive the
full benefit of our barrage. The withdrawal was well done and at zero hour they were lying
down in front of the three Companies allotted to the assault.

Major P.W.Anderson, the Second-in-Command, reported at Battn. Hdqrs that the
Assembly had been successfully completed, and discussed with the Commanding Officer
the possible ways in which the Reserve Company (“D” Company) might be used during
the attack. Major Anderson’s instructions were that if, as the attack developed, it became
evident to him that a portion of the advance needed assistance at once and that the delay in
communicating this to Battn. Hdqrs. would be prejudicial to the success of the operation,
he was at liberty to throw in one or two platoons or his whole Company. The
Commanding Officer told him that he had absolute confidence in his judgment and would
take full responsibility for whatever action he might take. It was pointed out that at the
critical moment of an attack reinforcements that arrived at once were a hundred times
more valuable than those which might arrive ten minutes later. Major Anderson expressed
his approval of the instructions that he received, and it was pointed out that it was not
desired to engage “D” Company unless absolutely necessary, as it was hoped to use it to
repel the counter-attacks which were expected from the vicinity of HILL 13 CENTRAL.

For the attack the Companies were aligned on the tapes as follows :-
“B” Company – in three waves: No.8 Platoon on the left of the front wave and half of
No.6 on the right. No.7 Platoon behind No.8, with the second half of No.6 on the right,
behind the first half of No.6. No.5 Platoon formed the reserve and third wave.
“C” Company – in two waves: Nos. 9 & 10 in front from right to left. Second wave,
Nos.11 & 12. from right to left; both waves in two lines.
“A” Company – in three waves; No.4 Platoon in front. No.5 next, and – in the third
wave – Nos. 2 & 1. from right to left.

At Zero hour the first sound heard was the Brigade machine guns. On this, all
Companies pushed forward. They had hardly gotten clear of the tapes before they were
met by heavy machine-gun and rifle fire from the direction of the enemy front line all the
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way along our front and from a portion of DECLINE COPSE South of the Railway, and
from machine guns in the vicinity of D.18.a.8.6. Nine Officers at once became casualties,
including two of the Company Commanders. (Capt. Hensley, commanding “A” Company,
and Capt. Clayton, commanding “C” Company) , both of whom were instantly killed.

This machine-gun and rifle fire was taking place while our barrage was supposed to be
playing on the enemy’s front line. There was a continuous sheet of machine gun bullets,
and it is the opinion of all who took part in the attack that the first barrage on the 85th
Bn’s front was not only very light, but that very little, if any, of it fell on our side or on the
enemy’s trench.

The three Companies advanced, providing their own covering fire with rifle-grenades,
Lewis guns and rifle fire until they had passed our old front line. Then, in No Man’s Land
a fierce fire fight took place. The rear waves pushed up and got their Lewis guns into
action, while the rifle-grenadiers barraged the enemy’s front line, which was quite evident
and could plainly be seen, strongly manned by the enemy. The line was drawn closer and
closer to the enemy by the men jumping from shell-hole to shell-hole, but anyone who
attempted to walk upright instantly became a casualty. There were several instances of
this, one, in particular, being Sergt. Ruston, of “A” Company, who sprang to his feet,
waved his arms over his head, shouted: “Come on “A” Company”, made direct for the
nest of machine-guns in front – and fell dead.

The fire fight continued for, some say ten minutes, and some say, half an hour. Major
Anderson, who was in command of the Reserve Company, which was now in the old front
line, gave instructions to his two platoons on the left to get ready to reinforce. He
personally led them; and another platoon, which was in the vicinity of “B” Company’s left
flank, on its own initiative also reinforced at about the same time. Whether the enemy
saw the reinforcements arriving, or whether the rifle-grenades, Lewis guns and sniping
had overpowered the enemy is difficult to say; but it appears that the enemy broke just as
“D” Company, with Major Anderson, came up; and the whole line swarmed across the
hostile front line and pushed on to the final objective, sniping the fleeing enemy and
dealing with those who remained in shell-holes behind his original front line. A few were
found in the Railway Cutting and some fifteen or twenty in VIENNA COTTAGE. A field
gun near VIENNA COTTAGE was defended by two automatic rifles, but the area was
very rapidly cleared of enemy the moment the front lines broke. Those of the enemy who
fled up the slopes of HILL 13 CENTRAL were caught by our fire. To the South of the
Railway Cutting two machine guns were attacked with rifle-grenades and rifle fire; the
crews were put out of action, and the guns turned against the enemy.

The objective was gained at about 6.38 a.m. when the following message was sent by
Major Anderson to Battn.Hqrs : -

“We have gained our objective. Capt. Campbell and Lieut. Cook are the only Officers
I have with me. Send us S.A.A. for Lewis guns. Casualties are very heavy. Headquarters
about D.12.c.95.30. Hill in Sq.E.13 very strongly held and are giving us a nasty time. Can
you have the guns turned on it. Have connected with 78th Battn. Hun is in close formation
on the hill. I think we will have a counter-attack.”

Just previous to the gaining of the objective a report of the assembly of the enemy on
HILL 13 CENTRAL was obtained from Battn. Scouts, who were observing near
Battn.Hdqrs.
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Lieut. Hutchinson, who was in command of the Battalion Tump Liners, was ordered to
take up with his tump liners the reserve of loaded Lewis gun magazines and S.A.A. to
Major Anderson, and to remain as reinforcements if Major Anderson required them. In
performing this duty Lieut. Hutchinson was killed.

A message from Capt. Campbell about an hour afterwards reported that Major
Anderson had been killed, that they required reinforcements, and that signs of the enemy
concentrating on HILL 13 and at PASSCHENDAELE were still in evidence.

The situation had already been reported to Brigade and a Company of the 38th Battn.
had been placed under the command of the O.C. 85th Battn. On its arrival the remnants of
“D” Company in the old front line, under Lieut. Cook – less the three Lewis guns which
were left in the vicinity of the jumping off trench where they could supply overhead fire to
the front and flank – were ordered up to Capt. Campbell at VIENNA COTTAGE and took
with them extra ammunition from the dumps.

During the day of the 30th the enemy was seen trying to make progress down the
slopes of HILL 13 and also from the direction of PASSCHENDAELE, but Lewis gun and
rifle fire, together with the artillery, inflicted severe casualties upon him and frustrated
every attempt of this kind. On the night of the 30/31st Major Ralston arrived from the
horse lines with Mr. Hallett and 67 other ranks – as a result of a misunderstanding of some
communication he had with Brigade. He was of the opinion that the Battalion wanted
reinforcements. They had not, as a matter of fact, been asked for, but it was nevertheless a
most welcome addition. Lieut. Hallett was at once placed in command of the right flank
along the Railway and the reinforcements were sent there also. The Southern edge of the
Cutting was consolidated and a strong fighting line established.

Just at dark on the night of the 31st a very heavy barrage of H.E., shrapnel and gas
shells was placed on our front line and in the back areas about Battn.Hdqrs. Our artillery
replied in a very effective manner and no counter-attack developed.

During the evening of the 31st the 85th Battalion was relieved by the 102nd Battalion.
In the attack ten machine guns were captured, and one filed field gun. It is impossible

to state the number of prisoners taken, as a great many of them who left the field were
killed by shell-fire in the vicinity of the dressing station and around Battalion Hdqrs. The
German front line contained a great many dead, and it is the opinion of all ranks that very
few, if any, of the enemy who were on the Battalion front escaped to their own lines.

Our casualties were : 12 Officers killed, 8 Officers wounded, 3 Officers wounded at
duty; and 371 Other ranks killed and wounded. The Battalion went into action with a
strength of 26 Officers and 662 Other Ranks.

The fighting spirit of the 85th Battalion was never better than on the day of relief.

As a result of this operation I am of the opinion : - That a hard and fast formation
should not be laid down in going forward, but that each Company should adapt its
formation to its task and to its ground. The formation employed on this occasion was in
line, but where the ground was not suitable for this sections moved in single file.

The Reserve platoons were all used. The importance of having a Battalion reserve, to
be used at a critical time, is considered to be sound – especially in a task such as the 85th
Bn. had, where the Battalion frontage was small.
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The Vickers guns followed the rear wave, took up a position for covering fire, and
were most helpful during the whole operation, particularly during consolidation and
holding.

Rifle fire and Lewis gun fire were used continuously while on the move. Rifle
grenades were also largely used. They are considered to be most effective. Bombs were
very little used, as the enemy does not wait for us to get close enough to use them. It is
suggested than instead of the men carrying bombs they should carry ‘Mills 23’, with the
stick and blank, so that if not required for use as a bomb they could be used as a rifle
grenade. It is the general opinion that the rifle grenade and Lewis gun and rifle fire cleared
out the enemy on our front and flanks.
During the attack an average of 50 rounds of ammunition per man was used.

As regards equipment, there is no improvement to suggest regarding what was carried. It
is suggested, however, that the haversack should be strapped down to the belt to prevent it
flying up over the head when the man is taking cover quickly in shell-holes. All ranks
agree that the two water bottles carried were a God-send.

The formations for assembly and methods of assembly appeared to be satisfactory.

I regret to report that it is the opinion of all ranks that the barrage on the German front
line was not at all satisfactory, and they agree that if they had to attack such a position
again [Inserted: with the same artillery support] they would prefer to attempt it by surprise
without any barrage. The German trench was not battered about in any way, and even
rubber sheets which had been stretched across it in places as protection from the wet were
found to be untouched. The enemy used his machine guns and rifles from the trench while
the barrage was playing, apparently undisturbed by it. The only effect of the barrage
appeared to be to give the enemy warning that an attack was pending. All ranks say that it
was not to be compared in any way with the kind of barrage we had in the attack on ELEU
Dit LEAUVETTE. The barrage itself was thin and light and evidently overshot the mark.
All ranks are certain that the enemy did not get out of his trench and go forward to get out
of the barrage, but that he manned his trench, which was a good one, and fought it out
there.
The eight-minute initial barrage is considered to be too long. It gives the enemy a chance
to recover, and compels the attacking troops who have begun to advance to halt and wait
too long. It is considered that the initial barrage should not be longer than three minutes –
shorter if the ground permits – in order that the troops advancing from the tape may at
once close with the enemy and have some chance to effect surprise.

The following Officers took part in the operation: -

Headquarters “A” Company.
Lt.Col. A.H. Borden Capt. J.M. Hensley (Killed)
Major. J.M. Millar. Lieut. C.J. Dryden (Wounded)
Lt.Col. J. Hayes. Lieut. A.D. Fraser (Wounded)
Lieut. C.H. Snow Lieut. J.R. Smith (Wounded)
Lieut. W.J. Wright Lieut. G.H. Keeler
Lieut. F.O. Hutchinson (Killed)
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“B’ Company “C” Company
Capt. G. Campbell (Wounded) at Duty Capt. E.R. Clayton, M.C. (Killed)
Lieut. A.D. McDonald (Killed) Lieut. Mc Farlane (Killed)
Lieut. W.H. Murr (Killed) Lieut. W. M. Bligh
Lieut. A.D. Archibald (Wounded) at Duty Lieut. R.T. Sailman (Killed)
Lieut. S.W. Thurber (Wounded). Lieut. E.A. Crawley (Wounded)

“D” Company REINFORCEMENTS
Capt. R.M. McKenzie (Killed) Major. J.L. Ralston.D.S.O
Lieut. F.J. Anderson (Killed) Major. P.W. Anderson M.C.(Killed)
Lieut. W.U. Martell (Killed) Capt. C.W. Pineo (Wounded)
Lieut. N.C. Christie (Killed) Lieut. C.F. Wetmore (Wounded)
Lieut. F.L. Moore (Wounded) Lieut. W.D. Cook (Wounded) at Duty.

“ E.J. Hallett.
“ E. Murray

……………………………………………………………………………………………….

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion

Operation Order No. 57 Oct. 27 th.1917

1.Intention. The 85th C.I.Bn. will capture and hold the Area marked on the attached map.
Zero hour will be notified later.

2.Units on The 78th C.I.Bn. will attack on our left. The Anzac Battalion on our right
Flanks. will not advance but will assist us by flanking fire.

3.Tasks. The tasks allotted to “A” “B” & “C” Coys. is shown on the attached map.
Each Company is responsible for mopping up the area allotted to it. “D”
Coy. will form a Battalion Reserve and will take up a position on the Spur
as shown on attached map and assist with covering fire.

4.Stokes. A Stokes gun with 10 Tumpliners to carry Stokes ammunition will be
attached to “B” Company.

5.Brigade 2 Brigade Machine Guns will go over with the last wave of “A” Coy. and
Machine will take up a position in the vicinity of TIBER.
Guns.

6. Counter Counter attacks are to be expected against our front between
Attacks. PASSCHENDAELE and the RAILWAY. It is possible also that an attack

might come against our right flank from the direction of E.1S Central.
Every effort must therefore be made to ensure that all possible fire may be
developed in these two directions. The high ground in the rear of our front
line and on our left flank should be utilized to enable covering fire to be
developed by the troops in rear of the front attacked and the enemy
thereby brought under two or three or more tiers of fire.

7.Defense In the event of the Battalions on our left or right failing to obtain or hold
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of Flanks. their objectives the 85th will not retire but will protect its exposed flanks
with fire and thus assist the Battalion on the left or right by firing
against the enemy’s flank thus exposed. This does not mean that more
energetic action should not be taken against the enemy if in the judgement
of the Officer on the spot the situation demands it.

8.Battalion The rectangle formed by the Railway and the system of trenches running
Keep. in the vicinity of VIENNA COTTAGE. and TIBER COPSE is to be

considered as the Battalion “KEEP” and is to be held at all costs. Plans will
be made for an all around defence and all ranks should understand that the
troops on the high ground in its vicinity are placed there to better assist
in the defence of the “KEEP”

9.Brigade The Brigade Support and Reserve Lines for the defence of the front are
Support and shown by dotted Red Lines on the attached map.

& Reserve
Lines.

10.Position During Y Day the Battalion will remained disposed in depth and as many
on Y day. Officers and N.C.O8s as possible will reconnoitre their front of attack.

Care must be taken to allow no unnecessary movement and that all
necessary movement be as inconspicuous as possible.

11.Assembly Early on the evening of Y Day, or earlier if cover permits tapes will be laid
on jumping to mark assembly of the waves and lines of the attacking Companies, use
off Lines. being made as far as possible of the existing trenches. The O.C. “D” Coy.

will be in charge of this task and will be assisted by the Scout Officer. One
Officer per Coy and at least one N.C.O. or man per platoon will report to
O.C. “D” Coy on the morning of Y Day to be so placed in the front line as
to be able to study their front of attack. These will be available to assist in
the taping for the waves and lines of their Coys. and will act as guides to
lead their Units to their jumping off tapes.

12.Barrages. The following barrages will be employed: -
(a)12 Pdr. at the rate of at least 1 gun to every 15 yds. of front.
(b) 4.5’s and Heavies in the same proportion.
(c) All available Machine Guns.
The barrages will be operated in accordance with Divisional Circular
recently issued, the 18 pounders forming a rolling barrage in front of the
Infantry and Heavies forming a standing barrage further out.

13.Water. During the Y Day the rear Coy. of each Battalion may draw their water from
LEVI COTTAGE D21.a.7.3. Water for the rest of the Battalion will be
forwarded by Pack Train. After Y Day water for all Companies will be
forwarded by Pack Train.

14. Socks. Each man will have in his possession 3 pairs of socks. Clean socks will re???
??? sent out nightly.

15. Reserve One days Iron Ration in the front line system, on the scale of 1 per man of
Rations. proposed garrison, to be carried in addition to the Iron Ration, on the man, to

be used in the event of any occurrence preventing the normal delivery of
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rations. Any of those Reserve rations consumed, lost or destroyed will be
made good subsequently by underdrawals, effected over a period by the
Brigade Supply Officers to enable the 4000 rations to be transferred to the
incoming Brigade on relief.

16.Guides. Guides will be at the junction of the YPRES-ZONNEBEKE Road and
OXFORD Road at 4.45 p.m. Oct. 28th, at the rate of 2 per Battalion H.Q. 1
per Coy. H.Q. and 2 per Platoon. Battalion will march into the line in the
following order, “D” “HQ” “A” “C” “B” Coys. Companies will be alternated
with those of the 72nd and 78th Battalions and will follow 78th Coys. in each
case.

17.Dress. Officers will be dressed as the same as the men. All ranks will be warned
In Format- against carrying maps, letters or documents that might be of value to the
ion. enemy and also that in the event of capture no information must be given to

the enemy other than the name and number.
18.Dumps. Dumps are established as follows :-

Main Brigade Dump SEINE CORNER D.1.6.d.2.5.
Forward Dumps at D.15.d.2.8, D.16.b.68.10 D.15.a.60.15., D.17.a.40.10.
D.16.b.90.64., D.16.b.37.68., D.16.b.60.65., D.16.b.65.45.

19.Medical Field Ambulance will clear as far forward as line of Pill Boxes running
Arrange- from MANX CORNER (D.16.b.7.1.) to HAMBURG (D.16.b.6.7. This
ments. Battalion is responsible for all parts of area in advance o? this line.

20.Battn.H.Q. BN. H.Q. will on XY night be near SEINE CORNER (D.16.d.4.5.) On
Y Day Battle H.Q. will be established as shown on attached map, H???SID
Farm (D.17.b.25.80.)

J.M. Millar
Major.

Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Issued by Signals at 11.30 p.m.

MAP

e001121648.jpg

………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Thu, Nov 1, 1917 TRANSPORT LINES WHITE CHATEAU, POTIZJE [POTIJZE],
Sheet 28, I 10a (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool Battalion arrived at Transport Lines from front line before PASSCHENDAELE
At about 2 a.m. 102nd Bn. took over front line. Received move order to proceed to
BRANDHOEK Area. Marched out at 9.15 a.m. Entrained at YPRES. Detrained at
BRANDHOEK SIDING and marched to BURNS Camp Sheet 28 G.12.d. Transport moved
by road, Battalion in tents.

Fri, Nov 2, 1917 BURNS CAMP Sheet 28 G12d (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
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Fine & Cool. Battalion resting and cleaning up. Concert given for 85th Bn at Y.M.C.A.
hut by 4th Divisional Concert Party in afternoon.

Sat, Nov 3, 1917 BURNS CAMP Sheet 28 G12d (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Battalion marched out of Camp at 3.55 P.M. Entrained at BRANDHOEK
SIDING for BORRE Area at 4.10 P.M. Transport moved off by road. Arrived at LA
PEUPLIER about 8 p.m.. Companies put in Billets – excellent quarters all around.
Disposition of Coys. as follows, - Sheet 27 (BELGIUM & FRANCE) H.Q. W.7.a.8.8 – “A”
Coy W.7.d.6.9 – “B” Coy W.8.c.2.3 – “C” Coy V12.b.9.9 – “D” Coy W.7.a.5.4. 25th

Battalion, Nova Scotians, passed us at BURNS Camp going into the line.

Sun, Nov 4, 1917 LA PEUPLIER , Sheet 27 W.7a8.8 (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Church parade today

Mon, Nov 5, 1917 LA PEUPLIER, Sheet 27 W.7.a8.8. , (BELGIUM &
FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Battalion inspected by Corps Commander this afternoon.

Tue, Nov 6, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Showery. Regular routine work started today

Wed, Nov 7, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Routine work. 146 O.R. reinforcements arrive from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp] today.

Thu, Nov 8, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Routine work.

Fri, Nov 9, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Fine & Cool. Battalion paraded to CAESTRE today for Baths and re-adjustment of small box
respirators.

Sat, Nov 10, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Showers. Medical Inspection today. Night gas drill carried out after dark.

Sun, Nov 11, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Showers. Protestant and R C. Church parades.

Mon, Nov 12, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Showers. Route march in a.m. – foot inspection showed feet in very good condition. LtCol
J.HAYES proceeded to LONDON

Tue, Nov 13, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Dull & Cool. Specialist training today. Gas drill after dark.

Wed, Nov 14, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Dull & Cool. Routine work in a.m. League of Soccer started “C” Coy. defeated H.Q. score
1 – 0

Thu, Nov 15, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
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Fine & Cool. Capt. M.G.BROWN arrived and assumes duties of Medical Officer. Platoon
schemes carried out in a.m. “A” Coy defeated “B” Coy at soccer 10 – 0.

Fri, Nov 16, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE)
Dull & Cool. Preparing to move tomorrow.

Sat, Nov 17, 1917 LA PEUPLIER Sheet 27 W.7.a.8.8. (BELGIUM & FRANCE) &
LE SART Sheet 36a K27c, FRANCE
Dull & Cool. Transport moved off 8.10 A.M. Battalion marched out at 12.15 P.M. expecting
to embus at BORRE. After waiting from 1.30 till 3.30 P.M. for busses orders were given to
move off. Busses overtook us at 6 p.m. Battalion was taken beyond MERVILLE and
debussed. Marched to billets in LE SART arriving about 7 P.M. all feeling pretty tired. Lt.Col
A.H.BORDEN left for England today.

Sun, Nov 18, 1917 LE SART Sheet 36a K27c & CANTRAINE Sheet 36a V7B,
FRANCE
Fine & cool. Battalion moved off at 8.30 a.m. with transport for CANTRAINNE – arriving
there at 2 p.m. Billets pretty poor and badly scattered.

Mon, Nov 19, 1917 CANTRAINNE Sheet 36c V7B & RAIMBERT C15a 0.0 Sheet
36B, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Battalion moved off at 8.20 A.M. for RAIMBERT arriving at RAIMBERT at
10.30 A.M. Excellent Billets here and good training facilities. H.Q. #10 RUE D’AIRE – “A”
Coy #17 CITE DU CARREAU – “B” Coy #24 RUE NATIONALE – “C” Coy #43 RUE
NATIONALE – “D” Coy #3 RUE CALOTTE.

Tue, Nov 20, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 0.0 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Fine & Cool. LtCol. BORDEN returned from ENGLAND today. Battalion not working today
but carrying on with kit inspection during the A.M.

Wed, Nov 21, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Showers. Battalion had a route march today at 9.20 A.M. Lecture to N.C.O’s and Officers at
5.30 P.M.

Thu, Nov 22, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Dull & Cool. Routine work in A.M. N.C.O’s class in afternoon.

Fri, Nov 23, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Showers. Battalion at Baths and medical inspection today. Reinforcements arrived today as
follows :- LIEUT A.E.BEATTIE, LIEUT. R.R.SUTHERLAND, LIEUT.R.D.GRAHAM,
LIEUT. R. G. McKAY, LIEUT. T.M. McLEAN, LIEUT. H.F. LOCKHART, LIEUT. H.R.
THEAKSTON, LIEUT. R.S. EDWARDS, LIEUT. M.R. CHIPMAN, LIEUT. J. BROGAN,
LIEUT. A. McKINNON, LIEUT. T. NUTTALL, LIEUT. G.F. CANN, LIEUT.D.M.
LAWSON, LIEUT. H.M. FULTON, LIEUT. R.L. MITCHELL, LIEUT. W.B. ROSS,
LIEUT. C.E. SMITH, LIEUT. H.M. WYLIE, LIEUT. H. McNEIL, LIEUT. J.A.
ANDERSON and 222 O.R.

Sat, Nov 24, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Fine & Cool. Routine work carried out in A.M.
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Sun, Nov 25, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Fine & Cool, very windy. R.C’s paraded to Church at AUCHEL at 9.45 AM. Protestant
Church parade at 10.30 AM. CAPT. McKINNON, one of our old Highland Brigade
chaplains; spoke to the Regiment at Church parade. Col. GORDON conducted the services.
Band concert at RUE NATIONALE after church.

Mon, Nov 26, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Showers. Routine work carried on. 85th Concert Party put on a show in School House in
evening. Some show! Lt.Col. J HAYES reported to Corps Headquarters D.D.M.S. [Deputy
Director of Medical Services] Office for special duty.

Tue, Nov 27, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Showers. Routine work in Battalion. N.C.O’s class started.

Wed, Nov 28, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Routine work. 20 O.R. reinforcements arrived. Battalion attended concert by “Y
Emma” Concert Party at Y.M.C.A. AUCHEL in evening.

Thu, Nov 29, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Fine & Cool - Routine work.

Fri, Nov 30, 1917 RAIMBERT C15a 00 Sheet 36 B, FRANCE
Fine & Cool. Battalion at baths and at Gas chamber testing small box respirators

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

Sat, Dec 1, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Fine & cool Route march A.M. Lieut COOK to F.A. [Field Ambulance] & evacuated to
C.C.S. [Casualty Clearing Station]

Sun, Dec 2, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Fine and cool. Church parades A.M. R.C.s to AUCHEL Church at 9.45 am. Pipers
accompanied RC’s Protestant Church parade 10 30 Brass Band with Protestants.

Mon, Dec 3, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Battalion Competitions by platoons. Marching & attack, firing & handling. The
following being the first 8 in order named & points in brackets #1 Platoon(580), #8 (567), #10
(545), #14 (543), #7 (525), #9 (487), #4 (483), #11 (482)
Reinforcements LIEUT J.C.B.INKSTER, LIEUT E.H. SMALL, 421 o/ranks.

Tue, Dec 4, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Dull & Cold. General training. Y.M.C.A. AUCHEL reserved for 85th Bn., Concert by 4th Divl
party Paraded over 5.40 pm 85th Band played.

Wed, Dec 5, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Dull & cold. General training. 85th Silver Band played at Y.M.C.A. AUCHEL during evening
show

Thu, Dec 6, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE



61

Dull & cool. General training. Requiem Mass for R.C. 11 am at AUCHEL Church. The Silver
band of 85th Bn played at Service.

Fri, Dec 7, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36.B. C.15.a.00, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Baths during morning. Small Box Resp. not previously tested last week were
tested at Gas tent RAIMBERT. Gen.CURRIE inspected Division during afternoon. A & B
Coys General training C & D Coys on Advanced Guard Scheme during afternoon. General
CURRIE expressed himself as pleased with work done by 85th Bn. LIEUT GELLING &
batman reported from duty as Town Major CARENCY. 85TH Band played YMCA AUCHEL.

Sat, Dec 8, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Drizzling & cool. Route march & outpost scheme, 64 other ranks paraded to BRUAY to
exchange defective Small Box Resp. Col. BORDEN rejoined unit from C.C.S. [Casualty
Clearing Station] Major MORRISON to Field Amb.

Sun, Dec 9, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Drizzling & cool. Church parade RCs 9 am to AUCHEL church at 9.45 A.M. Protestant
Church parade 11.a.m. cancelled on account of rain. Lieut WYLIE & batman reported for
duty to 12th Bde T.M.B. [Trench Mortar Battery]

Mon, Dec 10, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Canadian Election polling 8 AM to 8 p.m. Most of Coys through by noon except
details. General training by Platoons not actually voting.

Tue, Dec 11, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Drizzling & mild, then fine. General training. Col BORDEN on leave to U.K. Officers
Revolver Practice 1.30 p.m.

Wed, Dec 12, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Showery & mild. General training A.M. Inspection of equipment & billetsPM. 4 Signallers &
1 Stens (?) arr. reinforcements. RC’s Communion & Confession 3 p.m. RAIMBERT Church.
Concert by 85th (for 85th) at AUCHEL.

Thu, Dec 13, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Fine & mild. General training. Officers revolver shooting 1.30 p.m.

Fri, Dec 14, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Drizzling & mild, Bathing & General training. O.C. 78th to dinner Band played. Cinema show
at YMCA AUCHEL for 85th 2.30.

Sat, Dec 15, 1917 RAIMBERT C 15 a. 00 Sheet 36B, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Brigade Competitions. 85th Bn received first place in-Rapid firing in Gas masks,
-so far as aggregate total of platoons but no individual platoon received first place. Firsts
taken were #3 Pl. B.F & PT., Rapid Wiring, Officers Revolver Shooting, Stretcher Bearer
Competition . FGCM [Field General Court Marshall] on Pte.Akemchuck & on Pte.Beleweki.

Sun, Dec 16, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36B C 15 a. 00, FRANCE
Fine & cold. (few flakes of snow in afternoon) Church Parade RC’s to AUCHEL Church 9.45
a.m. Protestant Church Parade 11. a.m. Lecture to Senior Officers by Corps Chemical Adviser
at 2. pm Y.M.C.A. AUCHEL. Inspection of billets & equipment by Coys in afternoon. Lieut
M.W.McKINNON ret. from leave.
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Mon, Dec 17, 1917 RAIMBERT Sheet 36B C 15 a. 00, FRANCE
Snowing & freezing. Bn formed up by Transport Park & moved off 9.15 a.m. in order HQ.
A.B.C.&D. Battalion halted for dinner near RANCHICOURT arrived GOUY-SERVINS
Sheet 36B S.E. Q35d at 3.45 p.m. where billeted

Tue, Dec 18, 1917 GOUY-SERVINS Sheet 36B.32, FRANCE
Freezing, bright & clear. Advance party left 9.15A.M. B’n fitting up during A.M. Parade
formed up at 1.25 p.m. Promulgation of sentence of F.G.C.M. [Field General Court
Marshall]on Pte AKEMCHUK ( 2 yrs hard labour) & Pte BELEWEKI (60 days F.P.No1.)
[Field Punishment No.1] at 1.30 p.m B’n moved off 1.35 p.m. to GOUY-SERVINS station &
in 3 trains were taken to LENS JCT & marched to KINGS CROSS to halt for tea. Moved on
at 4.45 p.m. over VIMY RIDGE through GIVENCHY to Support line of left Sector AVION
sector & relieved 2nd B’n Relief complete 10.30 pm.

Wed, Dec 19, 1917 Support line left AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing Bright but hazy on ground. Working parties 7 off 225 o/r. LIEUT. SMALL took
over duties as Town Major LA COLLOTTE [LA COULOTTE]

Thu, Dec 20, 1917 Support line left AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing & hazy. 72nd Bn. took over left half of Support, we now holding right half Support.
HQ. remains unchanged in ANXIOUS TR. Working parties 7 off. 145 o/r. Wiring party 1 off
12 o/r. 65 yds completed 20 yds partially completed, 80 yds stakes. 2 Casualties, slight (at
duty) liquid fire.

Fri, Dec 21, 1917 Support line left AVION Sector, FRANCE
Freezing & misty. Working party 7 off & 210 o/r. Wiring party 2 off. 36 o/r. 360 yds
completed. LIEUT SMALL relieved as Town Major of COLLOTTE [LA COULOTTE] &
returned to Coy. duty.

Sat, Dec 22, 1917 In support of right half of left AVION Sector, FRANCE
Freezing & clear. Quiet. Work parties 8 off.& 200 o/r. Wiring party 1 off& 40 o/r (260 yds
wiring) LIEUT GELLING to Medical Board. CHATEAU De La HAIE. LIEUT LAWSON
reported back from Gas Course.

Sun, Dec 23, 1917 In support of right half of left AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing, fine & clear. Quiet. 5 off. & 5 NCOs went up to front (right half of Left AVION
sector) line. Relieved 78th Bn in front line, completed 7.55 p.m. 1 Casualty (Shrapnel in leg)
during relief of Water Guard in Support. Working parties 2 off. & 60 o/r. Wiring party under
Works Off.

Mon, Dec 24, 1917 Front line left half of left AVION sector, FRANCE
Cold. Fine later drizzling rain. Quiet except evening strafe. Working parties 3 off & 99 o/r
Wiring party 2 off & 32 o/r. 8 o/r carrying.

Tue, Dec 25, 1917 Front line left half of left AVION sector, FRANCE
Cold turned Fine, then snowing & strong wind. Quiet except evening strafe & some “pine
apples” with gas sent over on right half of B’n front. Stopped by Art. [Artillery] retaliation. 1
Casualty shot thro’ chest (4.15 a.m.) last nights wiring party died 12.45 p.m. near F.A. [Field
Ambulance]. Working parties 5 0ff & 185 o/r. Wiring party carrying wire as moon too bright
for wiring. 1 Casualty accidental (pick into bomb).
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Wed, Dec 26, 1917 Front line left half of left AVION sector, FRANCE
Cold ,fine & clear. Quiet except evening strafe Inter Coy transfer. A Coy relieved B in left of
B’n front & D Coy relieved C. Coy. B & C going into close support. Relief complete by 10.15
p.m. Working parties 1 off & 42 o/r, Wiring party 10 o/r. Casualties 1 Wounded (wrist &
ankle, bullet) 4 gassed.

Thu, Dec 27, 1917 Front line left half of left AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing, fine & clear. Quiet except evening strafe & bursts of shrapnel. Working parties 8 off
146 o/r. Wiring party clearing BILLIE BURKE as moon too bright for wiring. Garrison
improving posts and revetting.

Fri, Dec 28, 1917 Right half left front line AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing and clear, later dull & evening strong wind. Quiet except evening strafe. Working
parties 8 off 163 o/r.

Sat, Dec 29, 1917 Right half left front line AVION sector, FRANCE
Freezing, bright & clear. Enemy put over a “strafe” Minnies & heavies 9.30 a.m. to 11 am.
Our Art. retaliation weak. Casualties 2 killed (1 – 85th Bn, 1 – 44th Bn advance & relief)
Relieved by 44th Bn. Relief complete 9.20 p.m.

Sun, Dec 30, 1917 NIAGARA CAMP CHATEAU De La HAIEvW12a 4.T Sheet 36B.
FRANCE
Came to CAMP by light Ry [Railway] from RED LINE arrived 2.30 a.m. Freezing, bright, &
clear. Resting up & cleaning. Voluntary services for R.C’s at 11.am & for Protestants at
Y.M.C.A. at 6. p.m. Col BORDEN rejoined from leave to U.K.

Mon, Dec 31, 1917 NIAGARA CAMP CHATEAU De La HAIE, FRANCE
Cold & clear, later slight rain. 40 o/r for Divl working parties. 7 o/r Reinforcements Cleaning
up & inspecting equipment. P.T. & smartening up drill. A.M.

Appendix A. Casualties for December 1917

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

APPENDIX A Support Line AVION Sector

23-12-17 223461 Cpl.Dillman, C.W. Shrapnel Wound left leg.
24-12-17 736264 Pte.Benson,A. G.S.W.right side. Died of Wounds on 25-12-17.
27-12-17 282398 Pte.Baker N.J. G.S.W. left leg and wrist.
28-12-17 902415 Pte.Skinner, J.R. Wounded at duty.
29-12-17 223158 [223128] Pte.Porter, R. Killed in Action.
22-12-17 700470 Pte.Shraples, [Sharpels] J. Slightly burned by Liquid fire shell, at duty.

282523 Pte.Berry, A.N. do do
…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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11991188
Tue, Jan 1, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE VANCOUVER CAMP, FRANCE
Church Service at 10.30 A.M. followed by investiture at which the following were decorated
by Divisional Commander Major General D. WATSON KCB. CMG, –

Lieut.Col. A.H.BORDEN (D.S.O.) & Major J.M.MILLER (MC.) A/Capt G CAMPBELL
(MC)
LIEUT G.MURRAY (MC)
222403 (?) CSM MET CALFE (D.C.M.)

Following were presented with Military Medal
282314(?) C.Q.M.S. GOODWIN W.W. 222691 [222601] a/CQ.M.S. COOPER E.E.
222837 SGT. BARKER W. 283080 (?) SGT McNEIL J.H.
222042 SGT BEED J.A. 222080 SGT HORNE G.W
222046 CPL. CAMPBELL J.H. 709555 (?) CPL WALMSLEY J (?)
283235 L/CPL ROBERTS A.R. 877118 L/CPL JACKSON C.
222840 L/CPL HARRIS K.P. 222432 CPL McNEIL J.D.
223992 (?) PTE HAYWARD H. (Bar To M.M.) 737135 PTE WILSON J.
222936 (?) PTE LYNK H. 222312 PTE McDONALD A.
901296 [901296 (?)] PTE BRYAN H 283551 PTE LEVY B.
222267 (?) PTE CAMPBELL M. 903459 (?) PTE WEBSTER F.R. (?)

Christmas Dinner for other ranks at 1 P.M. Battalion paraded in evening to theatre to see new
pantomime ALADIN FRANCE by 4th Divisional Troupe . (MAPLE LEAVES CONCERT
COY)

Wed, Jan 2, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, FRANCE
Fine & cold. Christmas dinner for Officers at Officers Club in evening.

Thu, Jan 3, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine & cool. Battalion moved from CHATEAU DE LA HAIE to ALBERTA CAMP
SOUCHEZ taking over from 78th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION. Move complete
1.50 P.M. Two companies on working parties wiring RED LINE.

Fri, Jan 4, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine Cold. Two companies wiring RED LINE.

Sat, Jan 5, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine Cool. Two companies on working parties.

Sun, Jan 6, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Cloudy. Two companies on working parties.
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Mon, Jan 7, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Cool. Two companies on working parties.

Tue, Jan 8, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Cool, Light Snow. Advance party went in to line in MERICOURT SECTOR. Two companies
on working parties.

Wed, Jan 9, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Stormy. Snow & high wind. Relieved 87TH CANADIAN GRENADIER GUARDS in
support in MERICOURT SECTOR (Left subsector) taking over disposition as follows : Bn
H Q. and detail in ZOHOLLERN HOUSE S24 c 25 97. “A” Coy in Brickstacks LA
CHAUDIERE. Coy H.Q. at S 18d 38. 68. B Coy 2 platoons and Coy H Q. in GERTIE
TRENCH T 14c 20.50. Remaining two platoons near A Coy in T 13c 20 20. C Coy in
GERTIE TRENCH in vicinity of Coy H Q at T 14c 85.10. D Coy in VIMY VILLAGE in
vicinity of Coy H Q. at T19a 10 55 Relief complete 7.40 P.M.

Thu, Jan 10, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR S.24.c. 25. 97.
Fine and warmer. Horse lines moved from SOUCHEZ to NEUVILLE ST VAST [VAAST]

Fri, Jan 11, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR S24c 25.97, FRANCE
Mild & Rainy. Very quiet. Working parties under 11th Field Coy.

Sat, Jan 12, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR S24c 25.97, FRANCE
Mild cloudy Working parties.

Sun, Jan 13, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR S24c 25.97, FRANCE
Fine Clear. Considerable shelling in S 24 b and d and in S 18 d LIEUT BRADLEY U.S.
ARMY attached to Bn for instruction. Working parties

Mon, Jan 14, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR S24c 25.97, FRANCE
Cool. Snowing in afternoon. Relieved 78th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION in
forward left sub sector MERICOURT SECTOR. Taking disposition as follows : Bn H Q and
details DORIS TRENCH T 8 d 50. 60. A Coy in BILLIE BURKE from T 3 d 42 30 to T 10 a
10.45 Coy H.Q. T9 b 25.70. D Coy in front line BILLIE BURKE from T 10 a 10.45 to T 10 d
10.40. Coy H.Q. at T10c 05.70. B Coy in DORIS TRENCH from T 8 d 12 75 to T 8 d 80.40.
Coy H.Q. at T 8 a 26.68. C Coy in TEDDIE GERRARD from T 15a 50 90to T 15 a 85.70
Coy HY.Q. at T 15 b 10 60. LIEUT G.F.CANN Bn Intelligence Officer fatally wounded on
patrol.

Tue, Jan 15, 1918 T8d50.60, FRANCE
Cloudy. Very mild. LIEUT EDWARDS R.S. took over as Intelligence Officer

Wed, Jan 16, 1918 T8d50.60, FRANCE
Cloudy Very mild. Thawing fast and trenches becoming very muddy. Working parties
cleaning out trenches.

Thu, Jan 17, 1918 T8d50.60, FRANCE
Mild and rainy. Trenches falling in very badly. Front line and TEDDIE GERRARD almost
impassable. Every available man employed in cleaning out trenches

Fri, Jan 18, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR T.8.d. 50.60., FRANCE
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Raining. Trenches still in bad condition but working parties making good progress and
situation apparently well in hand. Officers and NCO’s of 26th BATTALION reconnoitring
line.

Sat, Jan 19, 1918 MERICOURT SECTOR T.8.d. 50.60., FRANCE
Cloudy. Working parties succeeded in getting trenches in fairly good condition. Divisional
Relief. Battalion relieved by 26th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION moving out on
relief to CHATEAU DE LA HAIE by light railway from BON SUMMIT Siding. Took over
NIAGARA CAMP at CHATEAU DE LA HAIE.

Sun, Jan 20, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, NIAGARA CAMP,
FRANCE
Rainy Day spent in cleaning up. Battalion paid in afternoon.

Mon, Jan 21, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, NIAGARA CAMP,
FRANCE
Raining. All Coys bathed at CHATEA DE LA HAIE baths.

Tue, Jan 22, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, NIAGARA CAMP,
FRANCE
Cloudy and light rain. Battalion carrying on intensive training. Following officers arrived as
reinforcements from 4th Divisional Wing CCRC [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp].
LIEUT G R PARSONS, LIEUT C. McLEOD LIEUT ERNST.

Wed, Jan 23, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, NIAGARA CAMP,
FRANCE
Cloudy dull. Companies on ranges. G O.C. 12th Brigade inspected camp in afternoon.

Thu, Jan 24, 1918 CHATEAU DE LA HAIE, NIAGARA CAMP,
FRANCE
Fine Warm. Moved from CHATEAU DE LA HAIE to ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ taking
over from 78th BATTALION. GOC 12th Brigade inspected Bn before moving off from
CHATEAU DE LA HAIE.

Fri, Jan 25, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine and warm. Officers and NCO’s reconnotred battle positions on left in LENS SECTOR 3
Coys on working parties

Sat, Jan 26, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine and warm. 3 Coys on working parties. Officers and NCO’s reconnoitring battle positions
in left of LENS SECTOR.
APPENDIX SHOWING CASUALTIES FOR JANUARY ATTACHED

Sun, Jan 27, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine, misty. Officers and NCO’s reconnoitred battle position in right on LENS SECTOR.
3 Coys on working-parties. 20 O.R reinforcements arrived from 4th Div Wing CCRC
[Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Mon, Jan 28, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine & Cool. 3 Coys on working parties
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Tue, Jan 29, 1918 ALBERTA CAMP SOUCHEZ, FRANCE
Fine and cool. Advance party sent into support in LENS SECTOR

Wed, Jan 30, 1918
Fine. 50th Battalion took over ALBERTA CAMP. Battalion moved up to support in the
LENS SECTOR taking over from 102nd CANADIAN INFANTRY Bn with disposition as
follows: Bn H.Q. in LIEVIN at M 23 c 30 35. A Coy H.Q. M 22 b 95.40. with Coy in
vicinity. B Coy in LIEVIN in vicinity of Coy H.Q. at M 22 d 65.15. C Coy in LIEVIN in
vicinity of Coy H.Q. at M 28 b 27 85. D Coy less No.14 platoon in vicinity of Coy H.Q. M
22 a 85.25. No 14 Platoon sent to 4th Divisional Wing CCRC [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp] MASNIL BOUCHE to train for platoon competition under LIEUT.
ANDERSON.

Thu, Jan 31, 1918 M23c 30 35, FRANCE
Fine Hazy B Coy moved to CITE JEANNE D’ARC with Coy H Q at M 18 d 35.85.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

…………………………………………………………………………………………….

SECRET & CONFIDENTIAL APPENDIX “A” TO WAR DIARY. January 1918.

1060153 Pte. Mitchell, G.M. Accidentally wounded, 12-1-18.
283487 Pte. Murray, F.[H.] C. S.W. right eye (at duty) 15-1-18.
223455 Cpl Farrell, H.M. S.W. left wrist & left leg, 15-1-18.
223226 (?) Pte.McLean, N.J. (?) S.W. left leg & right arm, 15-1-18.
282984 L/Cpl. Wyman, M.B. S.W. right leg & right hand (at duty) 15-1-18.
232854 (?) Pte. Hart, J. S.W. right wrist, chest & right left leg, 15-1-18.
222948 Pte. McLellan, R. S.W. right elbow (at duty) 15-1-18.
283499 Pte. Blair, W.T. G.S.W. fracture left upper arm, 14-1-18.
Lieut. Cann, G.F. G.S.W. abdomen 14-1-18. Died of wounds, 15-1-18.
700631 Pte. Wisdom, F. S.W. right ankle (at duty) 15-1-18.
223021 Pte. Cameron, J.G. S.W. right side, 15-1-18.
1060316 Pte. Brown, C.A. S.W. both legs, left gand [hand] and stomach, 15-1-18.
222638 (?) Pte. McLean (?), H. Killed in Action, 13-1-18.
901599 Pte. Proverbs, L.O. Killed in Action, 14-1-18

A.H. Borden
Lieut. Colonel.

Commanding 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Fri, Feb 1, 1918 LENS SECTOR M.23.c.30.85., FRANCE
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Fine. Two platoons of “D” Company attached to C.L.T.M.Battery for work. All companies on
working parties.

Sat, Feb 2, 1918 LENS SECTOR M.23.c.30.85., FRANCE
Fine. All companies on working parties. Amulet trench wired. Officers arrive as
reinforcements from 4th Div. Wing, C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] : Lieut.
D.M. WISWELL: Lieut. H.A. DICKSON. Lieut. H.M. WYLIE proceeds on command to 4th

Div. Wing. C.C.R.C.

Sun, Feb 3, 1918 LENS SECTOR M.23.c.30.85., FRANCE
Fine and clear. All companies on working parties.

Mon, Feb 4, 1918 LENS SECTOR M.23.c.30.85., FRANCE
Fine. Relieved 78th Canadian Infantry Battalion in the line, left sector, LENS SECTOR,
taking over dispositions as follows:- Bn. H.Q. and details – M.18.d.80.10. “A” Company. 2
Platoons in COTTON and ALOOF from N.13.b.25.05. to N.13.d.35.50. One platoon from
N.13.c.85.40. to N.13.d.10.40. One platoon in strong point in COTTON at N.13.cb.20.10.
H.Q. in AMULET at N.13c.85.40. – “B” company – 2 platoons in AMALGUM and
ARGYLE from N.13d.35.50. to N.19 b.92.93. Two platoons at N.19.15.50. H.Q. at
N.19.b.15.50. near Adv. H.Q. at N.13 d.85.09. – “C” Company. Two and a half platoons in
ARGYLE from N.19b.92.93. to N.20.a.00.40. One and half platoons at N19.b 90.50. H.Q.
atN.19.b.90.48. – “D” Company. Two platoons at N.19a.65.50. One platoon at N.13.c.05.65.
H.Q. at N.19.a.45.50. “D” Company on working parties.

Tue, Feb 5, 1918 M.18.d.8.0.10., FRANCE
Fine. “D” Company on working parties; sap dug from ABSALOM to “B”Company
Headquarters.

Wed, Feb 6, 1918 M.18.d.80.10., FRANCE
Fine and clear. “D” Company on working parties. Getting Crocodile from Amulet forward in
good condition

Thu, Feb 7, 1918 M.18.d.80.10. , FRANCE
Cloudy. Much movement observed throughout the day in enemy back and support areas.
Officers arrive as re-inforcements from 4th Divisional Wing. C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp] Lt. H.L. McINNIS. Lieut.J.M.SOY. One O.R. arrived re-inforcements
from 4th Divisional Wing C.C.R.C. Entire garrison stood to during night until 7.30 a.m.

Fri, Feb 8, 1918 M.18.d.80.10., FRANCE
Cloudy. Lieut. R.L. MITCHELL ”B”, wounded on patrol-hand and foot- at night.

Sat, Feb 9, 1918 M.18.d.80.10. , FRANCE
Fine. Officers and N.C.O’s 46th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION reconnoitring line.
LIEUT. MITCHELL evacuated to F.A. [Field Ambulance] “D” Company on working parties.

Sun, Feb 10, 1918 M.18.d.80.10. , FRANCE
Fine. Brigade relief. Battalion relieved by 46th CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION,
moving out on relief to PETIT SERVINS by light railway from RED MILL SIDING,
LIEVIN. Took over billets at PETIT SERVINS.
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Mon, Feb 11, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine Day spent in cleaning up. Battalion paid in afternoon.

Tue, Feb 12, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine and mild. Battalion bathed in morning. Dinner for first anniversary of Battalion’s arrival
in France. Battalion paraded in evening to Y.M.C.A. Theatre, Gouy. 3rd Divisional Concert
party.

Wed, Feb 13, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Raining. Active training commenced. C.O.’s inspection in morning. Billet inspection in
afternoon. 22 O.R. reinforcements from 4th Divisional Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps
Reinforcement Camp]

Thu, Feb 14, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Cloudy. Officers reconnoitre Corps front. Officers and N.C.O.s reconnoitre area for Brigade
Scheme near CARENCY. Battalion at MARQUEFFLES ranges all day. Two companies
unable to shoot on account – of fog.

Fri, Feb 15, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Cloudy. Battalion in training.

Sat, Feb 16, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion practicing for Brigade Scheme. Officers reinforcement from 4th Divisional
Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp], Lieut. E S.H. LANE.

Sun, Feb 17, 1918 PETIT SERVINS, FRANCE
Fine. Brigade aeroplane contact scheme in morning. Officer reinforcement 4th Divisional
Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] Lieut E.C.SHIELDS

Mon, Feb 18, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion moved to RAIMBERT and took over billets. Officer reinforcement 4th Div
Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] Lieut. W.D.COOK.

Tue, Feb 19, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion at bathes in the morning. Pay parades in afternoon.

Wed, Feb 20, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Rain later in the day. Active training commenced.

Thu, Feb 21, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Commanding Officer’s inspection of billets. CAPT. J. GALLAGHER reports from
Staging Camp as paymaster.

Fri, Feb 22, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Cloudy. Battalion at FERFAY ranges all day. Battalion parades in evening to concert by 87th

Battalion Concert Party at Y.M.C.A. Theatre, AUCHEL.

Sat, Feb 23, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Routine training.



70

Sun, Feb 24, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Cloudy. R.C. Church parade, with pipers, to Parrish Church, AUCHEL. Protestant Church
parade, with silver band, School House, RAIMBERT. Sermon by Capt. Clark on the “Society
of the Holy Name”. Two Officers (Lieut A.W. ROGERS. Lieut G.C. BEAZLEY) and 20 O.R.
reinforcements from 4th Div. Wing. C.C.R.C. . [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Mon, Feb 25, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Rain. Training suspended. Lectures given by Platoon Commanders indoors on “Story of a
Great-Fight”. Battalion parade to Y.M.C.A. Cinema AUCHEL in the afternoon.

Tue, Feb 26, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Routine training.

Wed, Feb 27, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Routine training. One Company at baths. 4 OR. reinforcements from 4th Div.Wing.
C.C.R.C. . [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Thu, Feb 28, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. All companies at Raimbert Ranges. 4 Companies at baths.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

………………………………………………………………………………………………….

CASUALTIES

Support Line 3-2-18 282546 Pte.Rice, F.C., wounded G.S.W. neck.
“ “ “ 282947 ,, Powers, W.H., wounded G.S.W. right chest. hip,

leg and fracture right forearm. (died of wounds 24-2-18)

No Man’s Land 9-2-18 Lieut. R.L.Mitchell, wounded while in charge of a patrol in No Man’s
Land; revolver bullet through left hand and right foot.

Front Line 9-2-18 1060337 Pte. DeWolfe, R.V., wounded while on outpost duty S.W.
right elbow, right leg and foot.

Front Line 9-2-18 282070 Pte. Horne, M., wounded S.W. left forearm.
Front Line 9-2-18 222007 Pte. Brown, F.W., wounded S.W. fracture left leg.
Front Line 9-2-18 877834 Pte. Jessome, W., wounded S.W. left arm (slight)
Front Line 9-2-18 700134 Pte. Gibson, H.F., wounded Concussion.
Front Line 9-2-18 283076 Pte. McBride, J.G., wounded (at duty) S.W. left cheek.

Support Line 9-2-18 223376 Pte. McDonald, D.I. [H.], wounded at duty S.W. hand.

Front Line 9-2-18 282260 Pte. Himmelman, E.C., killed in action, shrapnel wounds in
body.

A.H. Borden
LT.COL.

COMMANDING 85TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BATTALION.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
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Fri, Mar 1, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Training in forenoon. Bn marched to AUCHEL at 5pm for lectures on Education by
Capt. OLIVER.

Sat, Mar 2, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Cloudy and cold. Practice on ranges. H.Q. A and B Coys paid. Bn paraded to concert at
AUCHEL in evening.

Sun, Mar 3, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Cloudy and cold. Church parades. R.C’s to AUCHEL. Protestants to old schoolhouse
RAIMBERT. C and D Coys paid in afternoon.

Mon, Mar 4, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Rainy and cold. 98 O.R. reinforcements from 185th Bn arrive. Men with defective SBR’s
[Special Box Respirator=Gas mask] paraded for exchange to CALONNE RICOURT

Tue, Mar 5, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Bn on ranges. Officers to lecture on cooperation between Infantry and Tanks at BRUAY
in afternoon

Wed, Mar 6, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Inspection of Bn at work by Corps Commander in afternoon. “A” Coy inspection of
sections on section schemes: B Coy practicing Coy in attack. C Coy on ranges: D Coy
practicing Platoon raids: Specialist sections carry on with specialist training.

Thu, Mar 7, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Bn on gas tests at CALONNE-RICOURT. Route march by Coys for gas tests.

Fri, Mar 8, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. 3 Coys firing classification tests on ranges.

Sat, Mar 9, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. 3 Coys firing classification tests on ranges. C.O. Adjutant and 2 Officers per Coy
reconnoitring support line and battle positions ST EMILE Sector. Concert by 85th Bn Concert
Party in AUCHEL Theatre in evening.

Sun, Mar 10, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. Warm. Church parades. Protestants in old school house RAIMBERT RC’s to AUCHEL

Mon, Mar 11, 1918 RAIMBERT, FRANCE
Fine. 3 Coys on classification test on ranges. 3 Coys at baths. Test carried out of No 07
Smoke bombs. Very

Tue, Mar 12, 1918 BOIS DE FROISSART, FRANCE
Fine. Bn marched from RAIMBERT to Huts at BOIS DE FROISSART. Halted for dinner at
field near HALLICOURT. Complemented on appearance of transport by Brigade Comd’r.

Wed, Mar 13, 1918 ST. PIERRE M 11 d. 97 50, FRANCE
Fine. Marched from BOIS de FROISSART. Had supper at BULLY GRENAY and relieved
14th C I Bn in support in ST EMILE Sector with disposition as under. Bn H.Q. at M 11 d 97.
50. A Coy in vicinity of N 7 a 10 00. B Coy HQ in vicinity of M 12 b 60. 60. with two
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platoons. One platoon N 8 a 20. 90. one platoon N 1 d 15. 42 C Coy in vicinity of Coy HQ at
M 12 c 50 60. D Coy in vicinity of Coy HQ at M 12 d 68 98. Horse lines moved to
CARENCY.

Thu, Mar 14, 1918 ST. PIERRE M 11 d 9750, FRANCE
Fine. Working parties.

Fri, Mar 15, 1918 ST. PIERRE M 11 d 9750, FRANCE
Fine. Warm. Working Parties

Sat, Mar 16, 1918 ST. PIERRE M 11 d 97 50, FRANCE
Fine. Warm. Change in disposition. On completion of move Coys located as follows. A Coy
HQ and 3 platoons in vicinity of N 7 a 10 00. one platoon at N 8 a 20 90. B Coy HQ and 3
platoons in vicinity of M 12 b 60 60, one platoon at N 1 d 15. 42 C Coy HQ and 3 platoons in
vicinity of M 11 c 35 50, one platoon at N 7 a 10 50. D Coy HQ and 2 platoons in vicinity of
M 12 a 15.38. two platoons at M 12 b 48.40. Under new disposition 12th CI Bde with have
two battalions in support instead of one in support and one in reserve. Raid on 38th CI Bn.
Barrage started at 7.55pm. Bn stood to in Battle positions in BLUE and RED line

Sun, Mar 17, 1918 ST PIERRE M 11d 97 50, FRANCE
Fine warm. Working Parties

Mon, Mar 18, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. Relieved 38th CI Bn in front line left sub section ST EMILE Sector with disposition as
under. Bn HQ N 7 b 70 10. A Coy in vicinity of N.7.b.25.35. B Coy in vicinity of N 7 b 63
80. C Coy HQ at N 8 b 00 28. Coy from N 8 a 00 65 to N 8 b 35 68. D Coy HQ N 8 a 50 90
Coy from N 8 b 70 90 to N 2 d 28 78

Tue, Mar 19, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Rainy. Quiet. Bn working wiring defended localities and cleaning out C T’s

Wed, Mar 20, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Cloudy. Working cleaning out C T’s making gooseberries, [barbed wire, either on a reel or
set up to entangle] wiring and constructing temporary blocks in Front Line

Thu, Mar 21, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Rainy. Fairly heavy strafe in rear of front line commencing at 5.25 A.M. LIEUT A
McKINNON killed during strafe. Work same as preceding day.

Fri, Mar 22, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Cloudy Work same as preceding day. Gas projector attack launched by B Special Coy at 11
PM. 2000 projectors fired on Brigade front Heavy artillery barrage put on enemy’s lines 40
minutes after projector attack

Sat, Mar 23, 1918 N 7 b 70 10 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. Relieved by 38th CI Bn. Moved back to support in ST EMILE sector with dispositions
as under Bn HQ M 11 d 97 50. A Coy HQ and 3 platoons in vicinity of N 7 a 10 00. one
platoon at N 8 a 20.90. B Coy HQ and 3 platoons in vicinity of M 12 b 60 60. one platoon at
N 1 d 1542. C Coy HQ and 3 platoons in vicinity of M 11 c 3550. one platoon at N.7 a 10 50
D Coy HQ and 2 platoons in vicinity of M 12 a 15.38. two platoons at M12 b 4840
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Sun, Mar 24, 1918 ST PIERRE M 11 d 9750, FRANCE
Fine. Moved into Divisional Reserve in CITE CALONNE with B HQ at M14c70.97. A Coy
vicinity of M 14 c 60 60. B Coy vicinity of M 14c 80 40. C Coy vicinity of M 14 a 60.70.
D Coy vicinity of M 15 a 20 05

Mon, Mar 25, 1918 M14c7097, FRANCE
Fine. Bn paraded for baths by Coys to AIX NOULETTE. Not more than 2 Coys allowed
away at one time. PM [Paymaster]came up from horse lines. Bn paid in afternoon.

Tue, Mar 26, 1918 M14c7097 ST EMILE SECTOR, FRANCE
Bn ordered about 1 A.M. to be ready to move at 30 minutes notice. Nothing developed. Bn
relieved 72nd Bn in support in ST. EMILE Sector with disposition as under B HQ M 11 d
97.50. A Coy in vicinity of N 7 a 15 05. B Coy HQ in vicinity of M 12 b 66.70. 3 platoons
vicinity of M 12 b 50 75. One platoon at N 1 d 20 20. C Coy HQ at M 12 c 58 62 Coy in
vicinity M 12 a 40 10 D Coy HQ M 12 d 65.98 Coy in vicinity. Major J L RALSTON
returned from Senior Officers Course ENGLAND and took over duties of 2nd in Command.

Wed, Mar 27, 1918 M 11 d 97 51, FRANCE
Fine. Relieved by 5th Sherwoods. On completion of relief Bn billeted at CITE 10. R8-9

Thu, Mar 28, 1918 CITE 10 R8 – 9, FRANCE
Rainy. About 3.30 AM order for Bn to march to CHATEAU DE LA HAIE received. Advance
party sent. About 11 30 A M order received cancelling previous order and instructing Bn to
proceed to VERDREL and entrain at Q 22 b 1. 9. Arrived at Q 22 b 1.9 about 4 pm. By orders
of Canadian Corps. ODLUMS COMPOSITE BRIGADE formed and placed under orders of
3rd Canadian Division. This composite Brigade to be under command of G.O.C. 11th Cdn Inf
Bde and consist of the following unit, 11th Bde HQ. 54th Bn. 75th Bn. 47th Bn. 72nd Bn.
85th Bn. Entrained at Q 22 b 1 9 at 8 pm. Very cold and raining heavily

Fri, Mar 29, 1918 CELLAR CAMP NEUVILLE ST VAST [VAAST], FRANCE
Arrived CELLAR CAMP about 4 A.M. ODLUMS COMPOSITE BRIGADE disbanded from
9 AM. Bn returned to command of 12th C I Bde. Bn marched to WAKEFIELD CAMP near
ECURIE G 4 a 20 80 arriving about 3.30 pm. Had supper, issued mobilization stores of SAA
and bombs and relieved 7th Middlens in front line left sub sector GAVRELLE sector with
disposition as under. BH.Q B 28 b 25 50. A Coy front line from B 28 d 51 91 to B 23 b 90
50. D Coy from B28b 90 50 to B23c 30 28. B Coy from B23c 30 28 to B23c 88 75. C Coy
HQ. B 28 b2550. Coy at B 28c 25 95 and B28 a 05 80.

Sat, Mar 30, 1918 B28b 2550, FRANCE
Fine. Very heavy enemy shelling in forenoon. B HQ moved to B 2 b 80 62. A Coy moved
Coy HQ and 1 Platoon to B28 b 25 50. Coy C Coy HQ moved to B 28 a 05. 90. 1 platoon to
B28 b25.50.

Sun, Mar 31, 1918 B27b 8062, FRANCE
Fine. Quieter than previous day. Great deal of enemy movement seen in his rear area.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. A.H. Borden]

………………………………………………………………………………………………….
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“A”

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion

Casualties for the month of March 1918.

Killed in Action.
902399 Pte. McDonald, R.B. 16-3-18.
1060129 Pte. Spears, W.R. 18-3-18.
Lieut. McKinnon, Aubrey 21-3-18.
902431 Pte. Swain, B.W. 24-3-18. (Accidentally killed)
700164 Pte. Helgason, S.O. 30-3-18.
901860 Pte. Brown, G. 30-3-18.
222775 Pte. Logan, C.E 30-3-18 .
700134 Pte. Gibson, H.F. 30-3-18.
901641 Pte. Allen, E. 30-3-18.
901652 Pte. Murray, M.B. 30-3-18 .
282785 Pte. Brown, W.A. 30-3-18.
223022 Pte. Jones, W. 30-3-18.
151172 Pte. Pound, J.N. 30-3-18.
809073 Pte. Tostevin, E.F. [P.] 31-3-18.
756388 [736388] Pte. Travers, R. 31-3-18.
1060194 Pte. Haverstock, C. 31-3-18.

Wounded.
878033 Pte. Chalk, E. Bruised by flying bricks, 16-3-18.
222428 Pte. McLeod, M.J. S.W. both hands, 16-3-18.
223220 Sgt. Thibideau, E. E. Fractured right leg, 16-3-18.
222046 Sgt. Campbell, J.H. S.W. right ear, 17-5-18.
901481 Pte. Lauther, W.A. S.W. left hip, 17-3-18.
877475 Pte. Young, A. S.W. right shoulder, arm, hand and face 18-3-18.

Died of Wounds, 20-3-18.
901616 Pte. Spencer, P. S.W. in face, 18-3-18.
877342 Pte. Duguid, G. S.W. in hip and right leg, 18-3-18.
222411 Pte. McLellan, J.A. Injured in the back by falling brick 18-3-18.
223411 L/Cpl Maxwell, D.S. S.W. face 18-3-18.
9 736364 Pte. Anderson, R. S.W. left arm, side and leg, 19-3-18,

Died of Wounds, 21-3-18.
878317 Pte. McLeod, M. S.W. both legs, arms and head, 21-3-18,

Died of Wounds, 22-3-18.
736426 Cpl. Stears, F.D. G.S.W. left foot, 28-3-18. (S.I.W. [Self Inflicted Wound])
222749 Sgt. Moore, W.J. S.W. left thigh, right foot, left cheek 30-3-18.
283495 Pte. Saunders, A.F. S.W. hip, 30-3-18.
223357 Pte. Stewart, D.C. Fractured left leg, S.W. in body, both legs and face

30-3-18, Died of Wounds, 30-3-18.
282753 Pte. Stevens, C.W. S.W. right leg and left shoulder, 30-3-18.
282684 Pte. Blauveldt, A. S.W. both knees, 30-3-18.
901457 Pte. McDonald, C.S. S.W. left foot 30-3-18.
282442 Pte. Nickerson, R.E. Wounded, 21-3-18.
877215 (?) Pte. Wilson (?), W. S.W. head, and right ear, 23-3-18 Died of Wounds, 24-3-

18.
223422 Sgt. Nicoll, F.W. S.W. finger and right leg, 30-3-18.
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282325 Pte. McGrath, P. S.W. right upper arm, 30-3-18.
878382 Pte. McKeigan, A. S.W. left arm, 30-3-18.
222166 Pte. Pender, G.M. S.W. right shoulder 30-3-18.
471189 Pte. Allison, F. S.S.W. little finger left hand 31-3-18.
902423 Cpl. McMillan, M. S.W. head, back bruised, 31-3-18.
701078 Pte. Stewart, H. S.W. right foot and leg, 31-3-18. [Sewart, W.H.]
222080 Sgt. Horne, G.W. S.W. left leg, 31-3-18.
901986 Pte. Snyder, A.L. S.W. hand and leg, 30-3-18.
282261 Pte. Himmelman, F.S. I.Y.D.W., 30-3-18.
901666 Cpl. McLeod, B. S.W. left knee and right leg, 30-3-18.
151243 Pte. Sime, W.A. S.W. leg, 30-3-18.
222891 L/Cpl. Brown, F. [P.] E. S.W. shoulder blade, 30-3-18.
222516 L/Cpl. Hall, W.G. S.W. left hand, 30-30-18.
283076 Pte. McBride, J.G. S.W. left hand, 30-3-18.
282283 Pte. Wolfe, W.S. S.W. right shoulder, 30-3-18.
514068 Pte. Stingle [Stingel], G.R. S.W. left arm. 30-3-18.
282871 Pte. Dukeshire, N.C. N.Y.D.N. 30-3-18.
282439 Pte. Nickerson, F.T. S.W. left leg, right arm, a nd cuts on the body, 30-3-18.
282868 Cpl. Titus, A. E. 30-3-18 (Wounded)
409555 Sgt. Walmsley J.W. S.W. head, 30-3-18.
282723 Pte. Eddy, J.H. S.W. arm, 30-3-18.
282501 Pte. Haydon, H. Blown up and bruised (at duty) 30-3-18.
902176 Pte. McDonald, D.S.[F.] S.W. left wrist and face, (at duty) 30-3-18.
283358 Pte. Hines, L.G. S.W. hand, (at duty) 30-3-18.
282280 Pte. Walker, C.E. S.W. right hand and forehead. (at duty0 16-3-18.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Mon, Apr 1, 1918 B27b 75 70, FRANCE
Fine. Observation poor. Quite a number of E.H. flew over our lines. One large bombing plane
flew over about 10 30 AM and dropped 2 bombs on front lines One of these was a dud Col
BORDEN sick. Sent out to Field Ambulance. L.O. arrived Considerable movement seen in
enemy back areas.

Tue, Apr 2, 1918 B27b 75 70, FRANCE
Fine. Enemy movement much above normal. Got artillery on few parties during the day.
Brigade Artillery commander called re targets.

Wed, Apr 3, 1918 B27b 75 70, FRANCE
Cloudy and rainy. Col BORDEN reported back for duty. LIEUT’S ERNST and SMITH while
on daylight patrol captured a wounded Bosche at approximately B29b6850. LIEUT ERNST
carried him in on his back a distance of about 900 yds. The Bosche had been wounded during
the attack of March 28th and had not been able to get back to his lines.

Thu, Apr 4, 1918 B27b 75 70, FRANCE
Rainy. Quiet. Remarkable decrease in enemy artillery since beginning of tour. Now below
normal. Relieved by 46th Canadian Inf Bn. Billeted after relief at AUBREY CAMP. ECURIE
Very wet and muddy coming out of line.

Fri, Apr 5, 1918 AUBREY CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Baths at ECURIE. Every man in Bn. bathed and paid.
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Sat, Apr 6, 1918 AUBREY CAMP, FRANCE
Cold. 400 men on working party, TRIANGLE POST and TRIANGLE SUPPORT. Field
kitchens moved down and men given hot meal on the job.

Sun, Apr 7, 1918 AUBREY CAMP, FRANCE
Church service in forenoon. Schedule of sport arranged for afternoon but games called off on
account of rain.

Mon, Apr 8, 1918 AUBREY CAMP, FRANCE
Rainy 650 men on working party.

Tue, Apr 9, 1918 AUBREY CAMP, FRANCE
Cloudy Anniversary of battle of VIMY RIDGE. Working parties out. Dinner at Officers Club
in evening. To commemorate anniversary. Corps Commander, Divisional Comdr and
Brigadier present.

Wed, Apr 10, 1918 BRIGADE SUPPORT, FRANCE
Fine. Relieved 75th Canadian Inf. Bn. in Brigade Support with disposition as under B.H.Q.
B14a 75 40 A Coy B15c 60 30. C Coy B14d 05 40. D Coy B 8 b 70 10. B Coy in Brigade
reserve ROCLINCOURT CAMP A28 d 2 7. Bn HQ and C Coy in splinter proof huts and
funk holes in side of trench.

Thu, Apr 11, 1918 BRIGADE SUPPORT , FRANCE
Fine. Coys working in open in afternoon digging POST LINE and wiring it. HQ working on
fire steps in BRIERLY HILL trench and salvaging long stakes. Very quiet.

Fri, Apr 12, 1918 BRIGADE SUPPORT , FRANCE
Fine. Coys on working parties again. Established Bn ammunition dump. Ammunition etc
brought up from ROCLINCOURT in limbers.

Sat, Apr 13, 1918 BRIGADE SUPPORT , FRANCE
Fine. Transport lines moved to LATTA CAMP, NEUVILLE ST VAAST. B Coy and C Coy
and B HQ moved to NEUVILLE ST VAAST into Divisional Reserve. BHQ at HILL CAMP.
The two companies at HANSEN CAMP. Major Ralston left in command forward.

Sun, Apr 14, 1918 HILL CAMP , FRANCE
Fine. Cold. Cinema entertainment in afternoon.

Mon, Apr 15, 1918 HILL CAMP , FRANCE
Fine Cold. LIEUT. G.R. PARSONS and 50 ORs went to Machine Gun Coy. 20
reinforcements arrived from 4th Div Wing. Reorganization at horse lines. Baseball game in
afternoon. Band C Coys vs. HQ. HQ won

Tue, Apr 16, 1918 HILL CAMP , FRANCE
Baths in the forenoon. Relieved 38th Canadian Inf Bn in front line in ARLEUX Sector with
dispositions as under. B.H.Q. at B 15 a 17 50 C Coy from B10 c 98 40 to B4c 70 20. B Coy
from B 4 c 70 20. to B 4 b 05 55. A Coy B 9 d 60 05. D Coy B 9 c 50 70

Wed, Apr 17, 1918 B15a 17.50, ARLEUX SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. 5 E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] flew over our lines at low altitude. They brought down one of
our observation planes back of FARBUS. Quiet.
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Thu, Apr 18, 1918 B15a 17.50, ARLEUX SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. Three daylight patrols out. One patrol of 2 officers obtained hit on sentry in post at B5c
90 85. Parties of 10 seen coming into line about dusk. Evidently a relief

Fri, Apr 19, 1918 B15a 17.50, ARLEUX SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. 8 E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] flying high over our lines at 7 P.M. Quiet.

Sat, Apr 20, 1918 B15a 17.50, ARLEUX SECTOR, FRANCE
Fine. A shoot arranged for afternoon with Heavy and Field Artillery. Shoot commenced at 2
30 p.m. on ARLEUX LOOP B5a and c. Quite a number of EA . [Enemy Aircraft] over our
lines at high altitude. Very little enemy shelling. Raiding party consisting of LIEUT’s ERNST
and ARCHIBALD and 24 ORs raided post at B5c 50. 90. with the object of obtaining
identification. As the occupants of the post ran after throwing bombs, LIEUT ERNST with 3
OR’s followed up ARLEUX LOOP about 100 yds North of TIRED ALLEY without seeing
any signs of the enemy. They returned and followed down ARLEUX LOOP SOUTH until
they came up with a party of the enemy at about B5c 90 80. After a short sharp fight two of
the enemy were killed and the others ran. Mr.ERNST obtained a shoulder strap of one of the
men who had been killed 102nd Re?? . Dugouts were bombed on the way back to TIRED
ALLEY. Party then returned to our lines. Shoulder strap was that of the 102 RIRs . Smoke
bombs were used during the raid with good success. Two slight casualties (at duty)

Sun, Apr 21, 1918 B15a 17 50, FRANCE
Fine. Patrol consisting of LIEUT CHIPMAN and 14 ORs entered enemy front line at B 5 c 90
80, which had been temporarily evacuated and reconnoitred 100 yds to the right. They
remained here for about 20 minutes. A rifle and some equipment were brought back. A pack
was brought in which belonged to a man of the 103rd I.Rs.

Mon, Apr 22, 1918 B15a 17 50, FRANCE
Fine. Lt ERNST was wounded while on day light patrol in TIRED ALLEY. Relieved by 38th
Bn. and moved into Brigade support taking over from 72nd Bn with disposition as under.
BHQ T 26d 20.30. A Coy B 8 b 70 10. B Coy T 22c 70 30 C Coy B 3c 20 80 D Coy B2b 05.
20

Tue, Apr 23, 1918 T 26d 20 30, FRANCE
Fine. Working parties on dugouts in left subsector and wiring post line.

Wed, Apr 24, 1918 T 26d 20 30, FRANCE
Fine. B Coy at baths at NEUVILLE ST VAAST. Concert by 4th Div Concert Party in
afternoon

Thu, Apr 25, 1918 T 26d 20 30, FRANCE
Fine. C Coy to baths at NEUVILLE ST VAAST. Cinema in afternoon. Lt.Col BORDEN ill

Fri, Apr 26, 1918 T 26d 20 30, FRANCE
A Coy to baths at NEUVILLE ST VAAST. Col BORDEN evacuated through Field
Ambulance.

Sat, Apr 27, 1918 T 26d 20 30, FRANCE
D Coy to baths at NEUVILLE ST VAAST.

Sun, Apr 28, 1918 B15a 17 50, FRANCE
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Fine. Relieved 38th Bn in front line with dispositions as follows BHQ. B 15 a 17 50. A Coy
from B 10 c 98 40 to B 4 c 70 20. D Coy from B 4 c 70 20 to B4 b 05 55. C Coy B 9 d 60 05
B Coy B 9 c 50 70.

Mon, Apr 29, 1918 B15a 17 50, FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. One of our planes brought down in front of our front line evidently by M G fire.
Pilot killed. LT. E.F. Smith 46 Squadron

Tue, Apr 30, 1918
Rainy. Trenches are getting very wet. Parties working digging sump holes to drain water off.
Large numbers of enemy seen at dusk going out HENIN LIETARD Road in U 25 and U 19.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. J.L. Ralston]

“A”

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Casualties for the month of April 1918.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

WOUNDED.
222519 C.S.M. Hebb, C.A. 1-4-18. S.W. right thigh.
282755 L/C. Weaver, W.J. 1-4-18. S.W. head.
1060200 Pte. Bryson, E.L. 3-4-18. S.W. head.
901558 Pte. Jackson, H.L. 3-4-18. S.W. right arm.
282728 “ Doucette, [Doucett] H.J. 2-4-18. S.W. right shoulder.
222059 Pte. Haley, G.A. 3-4-18. S.W. left hand.
222058 L/C Glancey, J.W. 3-4-18. S.W. right fore arm.
223455 Sgt. Farrell, H.M. 3-4-18. Fractured ankle.
282265 L/C. Mack, R.T. 9-4-18. S.W. right hip.
222492 Pte. Rutledge, J.A. 10-4-18. S.W. both legs.
223542 “ Rackham G.E 13-4-18. Acc. injured scalp.
736913 “ Goodfellow W.J 16-4-18. S.W. Scapula.
222134 “ West, H.S 16-4-18. S.W. buttock.
736665 “ Dixon, C.E. 16-4-18. S.W. face.
283433 “ [282433 ?] Nickerson, B. 16-4-18. S.W. right leg.
902237 “ Parker, S.M. 16-4-18. S.W. right leg and heel.
877618 “ Ellis, W.S. 16-4-18. S.W. buttock.
223206 “ Hall, J.F. 21-4-18. S.W. right arm and both legs.
222037 “ McInnis, J.R. 21-4- 18. S.W. face left leg and foot.
102664 “ Sherwood, H.G. (C.A.M.C.) 21-4-18. S.W. left foot and right buttock.

742206 “ Watter [Watters], J. do 21-4-18. S.W. face, head, right leg
and left hand.

700893 “ Bissett, C.E. 21-4-18. S.W. left leg.
802797 “ Hurley, A.(PB) 21-4-18. S.W. both legs.
223375 “ Geddes, R.Y. 21-4-18. S.W. face and legs.
223361 “ Freeman, F.T. 21-4-18. S.W. Gneral contusions.
487721 (?) “ Gallagher,W.E. (?) 21-4-18. (PB) S.W. do
283402 “ Comeau, G. 25-4-18. S.W. left hand and left leg.
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199083 “ Portier, C. 21-4-18. N.Y.D.N.
Lieut. Ernst, W.G. 22-4-18. S.W. right arm and face.
Lieut. Brogan, J. 19-4-18. G.S.W. stomach.
736636 Pte. Hart, W. 22-4-18. (at duty) S.W. face and right hip.
222528 [22528] “ Purcell, D.R. 21-4-18. (at duty) S.W. hand.
282419 (?)Cpl. Young, R.E. (?) 21-4-18. (at duty) S.W. finger.
283182 Pte. Stanton, V.G. 16-4-18. (at duty) S.W. back.

KILLED IN ACTION.
901671 Pte. Frizzell,Wm. 3-4-18. S?W. face and body.
150418 “ Goodridge, C. 3-4-18. S.W. face and body.
902395 “ Oderkirk, H.H. 21-4-18. S.W. head.
877003 “ Hitchen, B. 21-4-18. S.W. head and arm.
877654 “ Fraser, R. 29-4-18. S.W. body and legs.
877576 “ McNamara, J.P. 29-4-18. S.W. body and legs.

J.L. Ralston Major

Comdg 85th C I Bn

Wed, May 1, 1918 B.15a.17.50., FRANCE
Dull. Trenches in bad state, but working parties from Support companies during the day
succeeded in cleaning out Plummer, and the front line in better shape.

Thu, May 2, 1918 B.15a.17.50., FRANCE
Dull, fine toward night. Trenches much improved. Plumer being deepened, widened and bath-
matted.

Fri, May 3, 1918 B.15a.17.50., FRANCE
Fine. Lieut. Chipman and patrol of 9 men, attempted raid at night on enemy line at junction
Tired Alley and ARLEAUX LOOP. B.5.c.60.90. Met by strong enemy garrison and forced to
retire. Lieut. Chipman did excellent work on evacuating 1 killed and 6 wounded.

Sat, May 4, 1918 B.15a.17.50., FRANCE
Fine. Great deal of movement noted in enemy back areas during the day. Evidence of enemy
relief at night. Our patrols pushed well forward just before daylight. 16 O.R. reinforcements
arrive from 4th Divisional wing. C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Sun, May 5, 1918 B.15a.17.50., FRANCE
Fine. Then rain. Our Artillery heavily bombarded enemy forward areas at dawn for 15
minutes. No retaliation from enemy artillery. Reconnoitring parties from 7th Gordon
Highlanders in afternoon. Relieved by them at night, the Battalion proceeding to Le PENDU
CAMP, near MT.ST.ELOI, arriving in the early morning. LIEUT. E.R. POWER and LIEUT.
G.D. CROWELL, attached for instruction from 4th Divisional Wing. C.C.R.C. [Canadian
Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Mon, May 6, 1918 Le Pendu Camp, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion embossed (25 men per bus) at 10 a.m. for MONCHY- BRETON. Arriving
about 2.30 pm. and going into billets. Fairly good accommodation. Six officers under canvas.

Tue, May 7, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
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Rain in early morning, then fine. This is a splendid country about here, and the men can get
lots of milk and eggs, a pleasant change from line fare. Battalion paraded for baths at
MAGNICOURT about 2 ½ miles away. The whole battalion was paid in the afternoon, the
odd hours being utilized in cleaning up.

Wed, May 8, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Remaining company paraded to the baths in the morning. The rest of the Battalion spent
the morning at the ranges. Capt. Jackson, acting Transport Officer takes over 2nd in Command
of “B’ Company. Lt. Donaldson, a/agt (?), taking over his duties.

Thu, May 9, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Very fine. Active training has commenced, and the Battalion is at work from 7 am. till noon.
In the evening the Battalion baseball team was beaten by a team from the American Railway
Regt., the game was a good one, the Americans only winning after 3 innings overtime play,
by 7-6. Reconnoitring party of four officers reconnoitred the forward area south east of
BETHUNE, where Battalion will re-inforce in case of attack in that area.

Fri, May 10, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Wet. A second reconnoitring party out over same area as yesterday. Draft of 29 O.R. arrived
today from 4th Divisional Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp], in
exchange for 29 O.R. of the Silver Band who will proceed to the wing for a rest.

Sat, May 11, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. A third reconnoitring party out over Bethune area. Battalion parade and inspection by
the Commanding Officer, followed by two and a half hour route march.

Sun, May 12, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion paraded in battle order to field near Bryas where Brigade church parade was
held at 10 am. Capt. Hunter, Padré of the 85th conducted the service. Following the service the
Brigadier presented a number of awards, which had been won since the presentation the first
part of the year. The following awards went to this Battalion. –
MILITARY MEDAL - 2137449 Pte. NICHOLSON, F : 132588, Pte. MANCHIP,F :

223484. SGT. BLAKENEY, A S :- BELGIAN CROIX DE GUERRE 223011, Cpl.
BRINTON.R.L. Band proceeds by lorry at 5 p.m. to play at Divisional Church Service, Bryas.

Mon, May 13, 1918 MONCHY-BRETON, FRANCE
Dull. Active training. Authority received for Major J.L.Ralston to wear rank badges of Lt.
Colonel pending his promotion. Battalion on the ranges.

Tue, May 14, 1918 MONCHY – BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Training going along well, and everyone seems interested. Entire Battalion out in the
afternoon rehearsing for the Brigade Scheme tomorrow. In a good football match in the
evening we won out from Brigade, by a score of 1 – 0.

Wed, May 15, 1918 MONCHY – BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Brigade attack scheme carried out very satisfactorily in the early hours of the morning –
zero hour was at four and by 6.30 the the battalion was back for breakfast. Col. Ralston away
all day reconnoitring in the BETHUNE area. Field sports held in the afternoon, and
everything passed off well. Several of the Brigade staff were present, among them being the
Brigadier. Day closed with snappy baseball match with the Americans who won out, after
four innings overtime play, 12 – 11.
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Thu, May 16, 1918 MONCHY – BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. An interesting demonstration was given at 7.30 in the morning by the
Trench Mortar Battery attached to the Battalion of working and firing the gun. The Battalions
kilted pipe band 21 O.R. arrive on loan from the C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement
Camp] Baseball match in the evening, the Battalion team defeating a team from the 12th Field
Ambulance by a score of 22 – 6.

Fri, May 17, 1918 MONCHY – BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. A Red Letter day for the Battalion, for today the authorization for the Kilt – Argyle &
Sutherland – came through, and the 85th becomes officially a Highland Battalion. Battalion
engaged in Brigade open warfare scheme, which occupied the morning. Paid in the afternoon.
Notified of move to Valhoun on the morns.

Sat, May 18, 1918 MONCHY – BRETON, FRANCE
Fine. Entire Battalion put through gas at Brigade Gas Hut, la Thieuloyes in the morning.
Battalion moved to VALHOUN in the afternoon taking over from 38th . “A” Company at
HUCLIER, 21/2 K. away. Fairly good billets.

Sun, May 19, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Fine. Roman Catholics paraded to church in village Chapel at 9 a.m., accompanied by silver
band. Protestant Church parade in a big daisy and buttercup carpeted field at 11 a.m. Pipers
and brass band both present. Commanding Officer and Company Commanders had lunch with
C.O. 72nd Bn. at Ostreville. Enemy planes over head at night – no bombs dropped.

Mon, May 20, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion engaged in cleaning up all morning, in anticipation of C.O.’s inspection which
was held in the afternoon. Preparations under way for Brigade scheme tomorrow. Advance
guard of mounted scouts, L.G. team, [Lewis Gun] and bicycle LG team left proceeded to 72nd

Battalion in the evening.

Tue, May 21, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Fine. Brigade Scheme carried out in the morning near CHELERS. Brigade was opposed to
Corps Cavalry and armoured cars. Bn. left for operation 4.30 a.m. Getting back at 7 p.m.

Wed, May 22, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion left for baths at Bethonval [Berthonval] in the morning. Baths proved small
and not very satisfactory, so battalion was bathed in stream nearby. First swim of the year. In
a baseball match in the evening the Battn. team beat the 78th 28 – 8.

Thu, May 23, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Fine. Much cooler. Active training. Battalion underclothing exchange at Bethonval
[Berthonval] baths. 10 O.R. reinforcements arrived from 4th Divisional Wing C.C.R.C.
[Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp].
Lt. R.S. EDWARDS and Lt. W.D. COOK proceeded to Wing today in exchange for Lt.
G.D.CROWELL and Lt. E.R. POWER.

Fri, May 24, 1918 VALHOUN, FRANCE
Wet. Training carried on as far as possible inside – lectures, etc. Sports arranged for afternoon
were cancelled because of the rain. Move orders received for Battalion to proceed to
LOZINGHEM tomorrow. Preparations made for the move.

Sat, May 25, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
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Fine. Battalion moved to LOZINGHEM in the morning. Fine quarters in the old C.C.S.
buildings in the Chateau grounds. While here the battalion “stands to” from 5 to 7 am ready to
move off at 2 hours notice – in event of attack.

Sun, May 26, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
Fine. Roman Catholic church parade at 9 am in parish church. 38th and 85th combined
Protestant church parade in Chateau grounds at 10.30 a.m. Capt. Lewis of 78th – conducted
the service. Col. Ralston out in afternoon reconnoitring in the MT. BERNENCHON area –
won from Brigade in football, 1 – 0. Officers team defeated Brigade staff in baseball, 13 – 10.
Battalion baseball team lost to the 78th, 2 – 4.

Mon, May 27, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Party of officers out reconnoitring in MT. BERNENCHON area.

Tue, May 28, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Enemy long range guns shelling the vicinity during the day. 4 of the
38th killed and 18 wounded on parade ground near AUCHEL. Lieuts. S.C.B. INKSTER, J.A.
HOLLAND and A.D. ARCHIBALD report as reinforcements from 4th Div. wing, C.C.R.C.
[Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] Party of officers and scouts reconnaissance of MT.
BERNENCHON area.

Wed, May 29, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Reconnoitring party out over MT. BERNENCHON area. Draft of 8
O.R. reinforcements from 4th Div.wing. C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Thu, May 30, 1918 LOZINGHEN, FRANCE
Fine . Active training. Portion of battalion on ranges at BOIS DE DAMES in the morning.
Enemy bombing planes overhead at night, but no bombs dropped here.

Fri, May 31, 1918 VALHOUN
Fine. Active training. Men with defective respirators paraded to Bde. Gas School in the
afternoon. Bombe Party of officers and scouts reconnoitring the MT. BERNENCHON area.
Bn lecture on “Aeroplanes and anti-aircraft L.G. firing” by Major GOULD of 21ST squadron,
R.A.F. to all ?? combatant Officers and N.C.O’s in the afternoon. Baseball match with 78th in
the evening. 78th won 12 – 11.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. J.L. Ralston]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………..

APPENDIX I.

CASUALTIES FOR THE MONTH OF MAY, 1918.

WOUNDED
737192 Pte. Johnston [Johnson], D.B., 2-5-18, S.W. left knee & right forearm.
902106 “ McLeod A., 2-5-18, S.W. left knee & right arm.
2655641 “ Forbes, A.D., 2-5-18, S.W. back of right shoulder.
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223073 Cpl. McLeod, W.D., 3-5-18, S.W. mouth.
223398 Pte. McDonald[MacDonald], J.A. 3-5-18, S.W. head.
901738 L/C. Ells, S.B., 2-5-18, S.W. left leg and right hip.
1060198 P Day, A.C. 4-5-18, G.S.W. left leg.
282338 Pte. Gloster, H. 4-5-18, S.W. hand.
283435 Cpl. Logan, R.L., 4-5-18, G.S.W. left leg.
902043 Pte. Nix, R.A.[O.], 4-5-18, S.W. right hip.
902231 “ Hopkins, R.P., 4-5-18, S.W. left shoulder.
1078009 “ Willoughby, J.[I.] G., 4-5-18, S.W. left ear.
902420 Cpl. Thompson, O.F.,5-5-18, S.W. in both buttocks & leg.

DIED OF WOUNDS
282653 Pte. Sweeney, C.G., wounded 2-5-18; died of wounds 17-5-18.
1060305 “ Fox, A.F., wounded 4-5-18; died of wounds 5-5-18.
ACCIDENTAL WOUNDS
2655631 P. Benere, J.F., 3-5-18, G.S.W. left hand.
100856 [1000856] Pte. Bedwell, W.G., 27-5-18, M.G.bullet left upper arm.
160403 “ Siddons, L.H., 29-5-18, Injured knee.

KILLED IN ACTION
488305 Pte. Parlee, H.A., 1-5-18, S.W. head, breast & both legs.
902185 “ McLellan, R.D., 5-5-18, S.W. in both legs.
282133 “ Burbridge, R.H., 4-5-18, M.G. bullet in head & chest.

J.L.Ralston Lt.Col.
Comd 85th Can. Inf. Battn.

APPENDIX 2.

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion
Report on Steal th Raid on enemy trench left of ARLEUX, 3.30 a.m. 4-5-18.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Party of 1 Officer and 9 other ranks (5 Trench party; 4 Blocking party) with covering
and support parties, attempted to raid enemy trench on the left of the junction of ARLEUX
loop and ARLEUX Road, B.5.c.82.80.

In moving along road up to position, 3 casualties occurred in one of the covering
parties. These parties continued and got into position at 3.00 a.m. Raiding party moved up to
appointed position for making final move, when an enemy flare went up, just about zero hour
from a Post in ARLEUX Loop north, approx. 50 yards to left of Road. This, evidently,
disclosed the party and an instant later, when smoke grenades went up. Seven men were
observed in the enemy trench, who fired into the party, which was just getting up preparatory
to rushing the trench as soon as the effect of the smoke grenades had been obtained. 4
casualties were caused; 1 killed and 3 wounded (2 stretcher cases). As 3 of the casualties
[Inserted: were] from the party of 5 detailed to follow up the trench, and the remaining 2, not
having been able to approach close enough to rush the trench without almost certain
casualties, the party was withdrawn. 1 enemy casualty was observed.

The evacuation of the dead and wounded was successfully carried out and the whole
party returned to our lines, although directly in front of the enemy trench. During the
operation the enemy fired light trench mortars in the vicinity and from the right. 2 of our
casualties were caused by these. A number of enemy were seen going over-land, from shell
hole to shell hole, from enemy portion of TIRED ALLEY in rear of ARLEUX Loop North,
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apparently reinforcing front line from support line and moving overland on account of the
smoke in the trench.

More of the enemy were seen further to the left, towards TIRED ALLEY, but there
was no sign of the enemy immediately on the right of the road.

During the evacuation an enemy machine gun was fired from the junction of TIRED
ALLEY and ARLEUX Loop and men were seen on this post. The enemy machine gun, about
300 yards to the right, enfiladed Railway cutting during operation.
From the resistance made, it would appear that the trench was strongly held and the sentries
on the alert, as the post was immediately reinforced during the fire. The enemy fire was
delivered and well directed and the discharge of the smoke grenades in TIRED ALLEY Block
seemed to have no effect whatever on the garrison.

J.L.Ralston, Lt.Col Lt.-Colonel
Commanding 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Sat, Jun 1, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Test move order was issued at 5.15 this morning, and by 7 a.m. the Battalion was ready
to move. This was followed by at a five mile route march, transport and details going with the
Battalion as far as Bethune, where they were inspected and returned to camp. Battalion was
paid in the afternoon. The bn football team won from the Cheshires in a good clean game 2–1.

Sun, Jun 2, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. R.C. Church parade at 9 am, in parish church, LOZINGHEM. Protestant church parade
in big field in chateau grounds at 10 a.m. Band (silver) left early in the morning for [blank] ,
to play at the field day being held by the Railway Troops there. Major A.T. McDonald one of
the 85th brigade is in command there. Defeated 38th in baseball to the tune of 12 – 4.

Mon, Jun 3, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
One of those dull days. Battalion bathed at Auchel, interspaced with Kit inspections, and
some training at the Lewis gun range. A very interesting lecture for officers of the Brigade
was given in the after noon in the Y.M.C.A. Theatre, Auch AUCHEL, on “Operations of
Canadian Machine Gun Corps in opening of recent offensive”.

Tue, Jun 4, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Weather remains dull, and raw. Active training. Battalion inspected by the Divisional
Commander while at work in the morning. Intercompany sports in the afternoon. Band
proceeded by lorry to 21st Squadron, R.A.F. (near AUCHEL). to play at dinner in the
evening).

Wed, Jun 5, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
The sun is out again, and that unpleasant chill has left the air. The Commanding officer and
four Company officers are out reconnoitring routes to the 1st Corps Area, south of
BETHUNE. In the event of attack on this front the Battalion moves up for counter-attack.
Active training carried out in the morning; Intercompany sports in the afternoon. Major John
J. Miller returns from tour instructional duty in England.

Thu, Jun 6, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
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Fine. Active training. Five Company officers reconnoitring routes to 1st Corps Area.Capt. G.
Campbell, one of the old originals left today on transfer to Canadian Forestry Corps. Major
I.S. Ralston, 87th Battalion, reported for duty, taking over duties of 2nd- in – command

Fri, Jun 7, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Battalion paraded to Y.M.C.A. Theatre, Auchel, in the evening, to see
performance of “Old Homestead” put on by the [Inserted: 85th] band Concert party. [Inserted:
Good show] 8 O.R. reinforcements reported from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement
Camp]

Sat, Jun 8, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. The Battalion embussed at 7 a.m. for EQUINGATTE, where the Battalion fr Battalion ,
with 38th carried out an open warfare scheme with the tanks. The remainder of the kilts have
arrived, and by night practically the whole Battalion was kilted – after nearly three years of
promise and Battalion was kilted disappointed expectation.

Sun, Jun 9, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Roman Catholic church parade in Chapel, LOZINGHEM at 9 am. and Protestant Parade
in the Chateau Grounds at 10 a.m. The Bn. Officers indoor baseball team was defeated on the
Auchel grounds by Brigade 35 – 25. Bn. football team defeated Brigade 5 – 1.

Mon, Jun 10, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. 1st parade in kilts. Active training. “D” Company, winners of Battalion baseball
championship, given half holiday. Semi finals in Brigade sports being rushed through. Bn.
team defeated in 38th in football 3 – 2, and in baseball 9 – 4.

Tue, Jun 11, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. The Battalion bathed in the morning at AUCHEL. An epidemic of what seems to be a
form of influenza is passing through the battalion. No really serious cases, however. LIEUT.
C.A.EVANS and Lt. W.E.McDONALD from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement
Camp] 10 O.R. reinforcements from C.C.R.C.

Wed, Jun 12, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion paraded in force to Brigade sports at Ferfay. The battalion football and
baseball teams came out winners, and the Battalion came 3rd in field sports. In the transport
competition the Battalion came 3rd , having lost a number of points on horse ????.

Thu, Jun 13, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Company and Battalion drill in the morning. Brigade cross country run in the afternoon.
B Company team came out 1st, with H.Q. 2nd.

Fri, Jun 14, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion bathed in the morning. In the mor afternoon half the Battalion paraded to
marles-les MARLES – LES – MINES to the Div. Semi-final football match with 4th Div.
M.G.Battn. 85th beaten 2 – 0. The remainder of the battalion paraded to AUCHEL to Div.
Semi-final baseball match with 12th Field Ambulance, in which the battalion came out
winners.

Sat, Jun 15, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion paraded to Pernes to attend Divisional sports. Bn. baseball team won by from
102nd 13 – 79, placing them Divisional champions. ?/c McKAY R. won shot put – thus
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putting us in the running for 2 events in the corps sports. Bn. got back home at 11 pm tired,
but happy. 11 O.R. reinforcements from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Sun, Jun 16, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Roman Catholics paraded to church at the Chapel, LOZINGHEM at 9 am. Protestant
parade in Chateau grounds at 10 a.m. A very quiet day in camp. Everyone seems to be resting
up after the strenuous day at the Divisional sports.

Mon, Jun 17, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. D Company, battalion baseball champions, given half holiday – Cape
Breton to the front again.

Tue, Jun 18, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Active training – ranges, schemes, etc. The Battalion was paid in the afternoon. Draft of
10 O.R. arrived from C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Wed, Jun 19, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Wet in the morning but cleared up in the afternoon. Training carried out as far as possible, in
the huts. Dinner in the chateau in the evening for Divisional and Brigade Commanders, with
some of their staffs and other Battalion Commanders – about 40 guests in all. The dinner was
a great success, and everybody seemed to enjoy themselves. The dining room used, was is
modelled after one of the most beautiful in the old chateau at VERSAILLES.

Thu, Jun 20, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Beaten by 38th in volley ball in a close clean game 21 – 19. Capt. Croft
Adjutant, given four days no duty.

Fri, Jun 21, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Elimination practices at the ranges for the coming A.R.A [Inserted: Bullet & Bayonet ]
competition. C.O. and 5 officers on a “scheme without troops”, in the GORRE area. Defeated
78th at baseball 5 – 2.

Sat, Jun 22, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Route march and range work – (for poorest shots in Bn). 2nd in Command, Scout, and
Intelligence officers up reconnoitring MT. BERNENCHON area. [Inserted: Bn baseball team]
Beaten by 4th Div. Signals at SACHIN 5 – 1.

Sun, Jun 23, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine . Usual R.C. and Protestant church parades in the morning. Intercompany sports in
afternoon. Capt. McLean takes over duties of Adjt., in Capt. Crofts absence.

Mon, Jun 24, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fair, then turning wet. The day was spent in baths, inspections and muster parades.

Tue, Jun 25, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Active training. Half the Battalion paraded to “Camouflage” put on by 4th Divisional
Concert Party at AUCHEL in the evening.

Wed, Jun 26, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
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Fine. Battalion given thorough inspection by Divisional and Brigade Commanders. Battalion
complimented on its appearance and turnout. Corps Semi-finals in baseball with 1st C.D.A.C.
[Canadian Divisional Ammunition Column] Fine game of ball, but Battalion team were the
losers 0 – 4.

Thu, Jun 27, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Platoon competition [Inserted: bullet and bayonet] at ALLOUAGNE ranges. Two
officers from A Company and 2 from C. Company reconnoitring routes to LILLERS –
HOUCHIN Line.
Results attached as appendix 5.

Fri, Jun 28, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion route march and scheme. Occupation of LILLERS-HOUCHIN line between
V.27.d. 25.45 and V.14.c.90.20 (Ref. Maps 36A.SE and 44B N.E.) “A”.”B”.”C”. Companies
holding line, “D” Company in reserve acting as skeleton enemy. Bn. HQ. V.26.a.65.90
Companies left Chateau, LOZINGHEM 8.30 a.m. Occupation completed 11.30 am. Brigade
platoon competition, [Inserted: Bullet & Bayonet], Lt. J.D. McKENZIE and # 13 platoon
represented the Battalion, coming 2nd in the Brigade.

Sat, Jun 29, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battn. parade and drill in the morning. Battalion paid in the afternoon.

Sun, Jun 30, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. R.C. & protestant church parades as usual. Silver and pipe bands BRYAS to play for
Corps Commander and Sir R.L. BORDEN.

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. J.L. Ralston]

Appendix No. 1 Casualties, June, 1918.

901105 Pte. Weldon, V.A. Died of pneumonia at No.6 C.C.S. [Casualty Clearing Station],
3.30 a.m., 18-6-18.

JLRalston Lt. Col.,
COMMANDING 85th C.I.Bn., BEF

Appendix No 2.
List of guests at Dinner given by 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion, Nova Scotia Highlanders,
at Chateau LOZINGHEM, June 19th 1918.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Major General Sir David Watson, K.C.B., C.M.G., General Officer Commanding Division.
Brigadier General J.H. MacBrien, C.M.G., D.S.O., General Officer Commanding Brigade.
Colonel C.R. Peters, A.D.M.S.
Lt.-Col. E. deB. Panet, D.S.O., C.M.G.
Lt.-Col. K.R. Marshall, A.A. & Q.M.G.
Lt.-Col. Gordon, M.C., Senior Chaplain 4th Div.
Lt.-Col. H.C. Sparling, D.S.O., O.C. 38th Bn.



88

Lt.-Col. J.A. Clark. D.S.O., O.C. 72nd Bn.
Lt.-Col. J. Kirkaldy, D.S.O., O.C. 78th Bn.
Major Kirkpatrick, 2nd i/c 72nd Bn.
Major Simmonds, 2nd i/c 78th Bn.
Capt. McCullouch, a/2nd i/c 38th Bn.
Lt.-Col. Snell O.C. 4th Div. Wing, C.C.R.C.
Major F.W. Miller, 4th Div. Wing, C.C.R.C.
Major Gould, M.C R.A.F.
Major Redmond
Capt. Robertson, C.A.V.C.
Lieut. Parker, Motor Transport.
Capt. Jameison, Balloon Section.
Capt. Alister Fraser, A.D.C. Sire Arthur Currie.
Capt. McLeod-Moore, A.D.C. Sir. David Watson.
Capt. Smallpiece, S.C.Q., 12th Brigade.

JLRalston Lt. Col.,
COMMANDING 85th C.I.Bn., BEF

85th Appendix 3
N.S.H.B.
MENU

Fruit Cocktail
??? ear Soup

Planked White Fish
Olives

Fillet of Tenderloin
Asparagus Tips

Roast Spring Chicken
Brown Potatoes Green Peas

Lobster Salad
Peach Sort Cake
Cakes Sweets

Welsh Rarebit
Nuts Raisons

Coffee

19-6-18.
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APPENDIX. 4.

POINTS GAINED. DEDUCTIONS.

Plat- Stren- Rifle. M.G. B.F. Total General After Total ???? ?????
oon. gth. Whistle. Score. 30men.
1. 27 64 8 28 100 15 0 15 85 94
2. 29 112 51 45 208 20 0 20 188 193
3. 31 111 57 65 233 15 0 15 218 210
4. 30 155 39 31 225 17 0 17 208 208
5. 30 108 59 49 216 22 2 24 192 192
6. 29 95 74 63 232 12 0 12 220 227
7. 31 108 57 43 208 15 0 15 193 186
8. 33 90 35 43 168 23 2 25 143 130
9. 31 97 75 48 220 15 0 17 203 196
10. 33 79 70 59 208 23 0 23 185 168
11. 34 119 58 49 226 16 0 16 210 185
12. 31 122 57 66 245 16 0 16 229 220
13 37 162 78 100 340 14 4 18 322 261
14. 31 143 54 67 264 19 0 19 245 237
15. 32 106 57 71 234 15 4 19 215 201
16. 34 62 47 39 148 21 0 21 127 112

ORDER OF PLATOONS.
1st. #13 (Lt.McKenzie) 10th. # 5 (Lt.McKinnon) BY COMPANIES.
2nd. #14 (Lt.Lane) 11th. # 7 (Lt.Lockhart) “D” Coy. - 811
3rd. # 6 (Lt.Soy) 12th. #11 (Lt.Wiswell) “C” Coy. - 760
4th. # 12 (Lt. Shields) 13th. #10 (Lt.Chipman) “B: Coy. - 735
5th. # 3 (Lt.McKay) 14th. # 8 (Lt. Ross) “A” Coy. - 705
6th. # 4 (Lt.Dixon) 15th. #16 (Lt.Holland)
7th. # 15 (Lt.McNeil) 16th. # 1 (Lt.Beazley)

H.R. Theakston
Lieut.,

A/Adjt 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

J.L.Ralston LT. COL.,
COMMANDING 85th C.I.. Bn. B.E.F.

Notes. PLATOON BULLET AND BAYONET COMPETITION’
ALLOUAGNE RANGE, 21-6-18.

1. Bayonet fighting was general not good; not sufficient dash – points at bags with
very little weight behind them – some discs pierced with holes not width of
bayonet, showing that bayonet only touched the paper.

2. Section control only fair. Some Section Commanders were lying on firing point in
line with section instead of behind; consequently control only exercisable over
men immediately on right or left.

3. Fire order should not be given by section commanders independently, but only on
order of Platoon Commander.

4. Some platoons did not charge sacks.
5. Too great efforts to get off a lot of rounds without proper aim.
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6. Fire orders need not include range, as sights already adjusted.
7. Some Lewis Guns seemed to fire too long a burst and finished early with very hot

gun.
8. Stoppages generally well taken care of.
9. Passing of orders by Section Commanders not good; when firing, the voice of the

P.C. cannot be heard and it is necessary to pass orders.
10. In some sections shots noted going consistently as far as 20 yards from target, but

no effort by P.C., P.S. or Sec. Comdr. to find out who was at fault. Observation of
fire is one of the most important and practical ways to correct aim.

11. Owing to Platoons being of unequal strength, standing of Platoons is made up on a
basis of 30 men per platoon from the average score of men actually taking part in
that platoon.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

Appendix 5.

APPENDIX 6.

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion
OPERATION ORDER No. 152. Copy No. 1

Reference Map, 36 A. S.E.) 28-6-18.
44 B. N.E.) 1/20,000

and Sketch dated 26-6-18. 1/10,000

1. INFORMATION.
The enemy are reported to have captured MT. BERNENCHON-HINGES Line and to
be effecting a crossing of the CLARENCE River, moving in the direction of LE
BEAUVRIERE - PONT du REVEILLION - LILLERS. The enemy are the Prussian
Scottish and are wearing balmorals. The 12th C.I.Brigade is to occupy the HOUCHIN
- LILLERS Line from the LILLERS CHOCQUES Railway at V.27.d.25.45. to the
Northern boundary of the 13th Corps Area at P.32.a.6.3. 85th,72nd and 78th from
right to left. 38th in support. 11th Brigade on our right.

2. INTENTION.
To occupy today HOUCHIN-LILLERS Line from Right boundary of 12th Brigade to
Junction of HOUCHIN-LILLERS Line with BAS RIEUX - BUSNETTES Road at
V.14c.90.20. This line to be held at all costs.

3.DETAIL.
A, B and C Companies holding line, D Company in reserve. A Company from Right
boundary to Trench Junction at V.27.a.65.40. B Company from V.27.a.65.40. to
Junction with C.T. at V.20.d.50.85. C.T. to be inclusive to B Company for defence,
but common for traffic. C Company from V.20.d.50.85. to Left Battalion Boundary
and connection with 72nd Battalion – BUSNETTES not to be occupied. D Company
to occupy area nearer CHOCQUES - LILLERS Road, in V.26.a. under cover.

4. MARCH.
Starting Point – Road Junction C.18.a.9.6.
Time – C Company 8.30 a.m., B. Coy. 8.34 a.m.
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A ,, 8.38 a.m., D Coy. 8.42 a.m.
Bn.H.Q. 8.45 a.m.

Routes – C Company ALLOUAGNE – Track through V.25.d. & V.26.a thence overland
routes to position. B Company – ALLOUAGNE – PONT du REVEILLON, thence
overland. A Company - ALLOUAGNE, passing Ranges – Track through BOIS de
REVEILLON in D.2.b. & D.3.a. – thence to position. D Company – ALLOUAGNE –
thence by Track, as for C Company, to position.
Bn.H.Q. – same as for D Company.

5. DRESS.
Battle Order.

6. BOMBS & AMMUNITION.
Lewis Gun Limbers to move in rear of their respective Companies and to be under
orders of O.C’s. Companies. Remainder of 1st Echelon to move in rear of Bn.H.Q.
Tumpliners to move immediately behind Transport in case situation prevents
Transport moving clear up to Bn.H.Q., and it becomes necessary to carry.

7. HORSE LINES.
Rear Horse Lines to remain as at present located. All personnel, not moving up with
the Battalion, to parade at 8.15 in front of East door of Chateau. Senior Officer to take
charge.

8. COMMUNICATION.
Signalling Officer to arrange for communication between Companies and Bn.H.Q. by
[Inserted: runner & by] phone and visual, if possible

9. Disposition reports with Sketch to be sent to Bn.H.Q. as soon as disposition complete.

10. Bn.H.Q. and R.A.P.
On CHOCQUES LILLERS Road at about V.26.a.6.9.

JM McLean
Captain,

Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Issued at 5.15 a.m. by Signals.
Copy No.1 – C.O. 9. – Adj

2 – A Coy. 10. – Q.M.
3– B ,, 11.– M.O.
4 – C ,, 12. – File.
5 – D ,,
6 – HQ ,,
7 – Signals
8 – T.O.
9 – File
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RE OPERATION ORDER No. 152.
(for purpose of Scheme today)

1. First Echelon with exception of Lewis Gun Limbers will not proceed.

2. Signal communication by phone will not be established.

3. Re. Para 7; parade mentioned therein cancelled. Companies will parade for scheme as
strong as possible. Usual route march exemptions only.

4. On “Dismiss” sounding Companies will form up and march back to billets
independently. O.C. “HQ” Company will arrange for Bugler to be at Bn.H.Q.

5. “D” Company will carry on as arranged.

6. Rations for haversack luncheons only will be taken. Time for eating to be at the
discretion of O.C. Companies.

7. Steel helmets will be worn.

8. Officers will wear Tommy Tunics.

9. M.O. will take usual route march equipment.

10. Lieut. Anderson and party will carry on as arranged.

11. The following officers will act as judges and will report to 2nd in Command at
Orderly Room at 7.15 a.m. Capt. Jackson, Lieut. Rogers, Lieut. McInnis.

12. Signal flags (white enemy; blue our forces) will denote Lewis Guns.

13. T.O. will arrange [Inserted: for] all riding horses. Also will arrange for “D”
Company’s L.G. limber to go with the Company at 7. a.m.

14. Bands will not attend. Pipe Band will meet the Battalion at LE REVEILLON at 1.30
p.m.

JM McLean
Captain,

Issued at 5.15 a.m. a/Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
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28-6-18.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

Mon, Jul 1, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Canadian Corps sports held at TINQUES. 12 lorries allotted to the Battalion for
competitors and others. About 50 per Company went – weather started to go. The embussing
point was at AUCHEL, and as usual the lorries were late – the last six arriving at about 1 pm
instead of 10 am. A number of the men preferred to come home rather than wait. Organized
sports were arranged for those who did not get away to TINQUES.

Tue, Jul 2, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. After getting home rather late from the corps sports, the Battalion was up bright (?) and
early, and marched to Ferfay, where the Battalion Brigade was inspected by the Corps
[Inserted: and Divisional] Commander and the Canadian Premier, [Inserted: Sir Borden the
Hon Col. of this Battalion Sir Robert Borden Premier of Canada and ?????????. The rest of
the day was spent by mostly everyone resting up.

Wed, Jul 3, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Company schemes on the area from RAIMBERT to the Aerodrome Field, in preparation
for scheme, to be put on for the Corps Commander in the near future. Intercompany sports in
the afternoon. Band proceeds to CAMBLAIN - CHATELAIN in the evening to play massed
band concert with the 75th Bn. band.

Thu, Jul 4, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion practicing scheme. 75th and 85th massed band concert in the chateau grounds
in the evening – band about 65 strong.

Fri, Jul 5, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion at Baths. Company muster parades held. Intercompany Sports in afternoon.

Sat, Jul 6, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. “Full dress rehearsal” of scheme in the morning. Pipers contestants and 3 lorry loads of
others left about 7 a.m. for TINQUES to take part in the “HIGHLAND GATHERING,” held
by the 3rd Canadian Infantry Brigade. Brigade Intelligence competition concludes today.
Results as in Appendix 2. Series of Brigade guard competitions concluded. The Battalion
came first. Points as per Appendix
See appendices 1 and 2

Sun, Jul 7, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion scheme (vide appendix 3) put on for Corps Commanders in the morning.
Warning order received that the Corps would be moving into the line on or before July 12th,
taking over from the 51st Division, in the MAROEUL sector.

Mon, Jul 8, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Day devoted to intercompany and platoon sports. Lieut. P.T. Andrews reports from 4th

Divisional Wing, C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp] reinforcement.
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Tue, Jul 9, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Battalion route march. Semi finals and finals in interplatoon sports in the afternoon.
Battn team defeated 78th in baseball 8 – 0. Draft of 6 O.R. reinforcements from 4th Div. Wing,
C.C.R.C.[Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Wed, Jul 10, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Turning to rain later in the day. Preparations for move under way. Officers & Company
pictures taken in the afternoon. Advance party from the Gloucesters who are taking over these
quarters, arrived in the afternoon. Orders re “stand-to” while in LOZINGHEM.
Appendix 4

Thu, Jul 11, 1918 LOZINGHEM, FRANCE
Fine. Rain in afternoon. Marched to CALONNE-RICOUART in the afternoon, in a down
pour of rain and entrained for ECOIVRES. Marched from there to CLIFF CAMP where
battalion to?p up billets. Accommodation and convenience poor.
See Appendix 5

Fri, Jul 12, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Rain then fine. A.B.& C. in working parties. Officers up reconnoitring in Nine Elms area, and
assembly positions and routes.
Appendix 6

Sat, Jul 13, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. A & D Companies at Bray ranges Active training. Officers and N.C.O.’s reconnoitring
NINE ELMS area. Officers move into Billets in BRAY Camp across the road. Getting the
camp in better shape. Kitchen shelters, latrines built etc.

Sun, Jul 14, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Wet. A.B.& D. on working parties. R.C. Church parade in parish church at ECOIVRES at 10.
Protestant parade on parade ground in at 10. Band Concert let by the C.O. in the evening.

Mon, Jul 15, 1918
Fine. Active training. B & C at the ranges. Battalion paid in the afternoon. 6 O.R.
reinforcements from 4th Div. Wing, C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Tue, Jul 16, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Wet. turning fine. Very bad electric storm at night. Working parties detailed for morning
postponed because of rain. A C & D on working party in afternoon. 3 O.R. reinforcements
from 4th Div. Wing C.C.R.C. [Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp]

Wed, Jul 17, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Active training Baths which were to be had today postponed. Battalion inspected at
work by Divisional Commander and Canadian Minister of Militia, General MEWBURN,
[Inserted: Major Gen Sir D. Watson , GOC 4th Div. Hon C.C. BALLANTYNE, Minister of
Public Works.] Warning order to relieve 1st Div night 19th/20th

Thu, Jul 18, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Lewis Gunners paraded to Div. Gas School to have new eye pieces put in gas masks.
Active training.
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Fri, Jul 19, 1918 CLIFF CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Preparations for move. Advance party left by lorry in the morning at 8 o’clock.
Battalion moved by light railway to FAMPOUX sector, N.E. of ARRAS relieving 3rd

Canadian Infantry Battalion in Divisional Reserve, at “STIRLING CAMP” Two Officers
[Inserted: Capt. R.T.Graham and W. Archibald] and 76 O.Rs leave for Camp near
MADAGASCAR CORNER where Brigade Training Reserve Battalion is being formed.
Appendix 7

Sat, Jul 20, 1918 STIRLING CAMP H.13.d.90.90 27.B.N.W., FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. This is an excellent place. The camp is built on the side of a huge railway
embankment on the LENS-ARRAS railway, and there is all sorts of cover. Baths are here, a
lake for bathing and a good indoor ball ground. B Company working parties at night. Rations
late owing to mix up in trains.

Sun, Jul 21, 1918 STIRLING CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Yellow Cross Gas on D and A Companies in the early morning One casualty – Slight. C
Company on working parties at night. Two casualties today.

Mon, Jul 22, 1918 STIRLING CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. “A & D” Companies on working parties at night. Some small gas shelling of
Battalion Area in the early morning. No casualties.

Tue, Jul 23, 1918 STIRLING CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. Slight gas Blue Cross gas shelling of Bn. area in early morning. 72nd Bn in right
front line heavily shelled with Yellow Cross Suffered about 150 Casualties. B & C on
working parties at night.

Wed, Jul 24, 1918 STIRLING CAMP, FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. Officers & N.C.O.s reconnoitring right front line area. All companies on working
parties at night. Fine then rain.

Thu, Jul 25, 1918 STIRLING CAMP, FRANCE
Fine then rain. Quiet. Relieved 72nd Canadian Infantry Battalion in the front line. – right
sector 12th C.I. Bde sector – FAMPOUX sector. Quiet and good relief, which was completed
by 12.15 a.m. Disposition as in Appendix.
Appendix 8, Appendix 9

Fri, Jul 26, 1918 H.15.d.2.6 51.B.N.W., FRANCE
Wet. Quiet. Art Enemy artillery very normal during the day. 10th Battalion staged a large raid
on enemy trenches and dugouts on our right flank, on the south of the Scarp SCARPE, at zero
hour at 9 p.m. Artillery supporting 12th Brigade put on destructive shoot from ZERO – 5 min.
to ZERO + 10 min. Enemy retaliation fairly heavy at 9.30 pm. consisting mostly of “whiz-
bangs” and 5.9’s, with some gas shell. Casualties 4 killed, 2 wounded and 2 gassed. ”C”
Company takes over posts 1,2,3. and 4 from D Company, which moved into dugouts in
PUDDING and EFFIE. “B” Company took over Posts 9 and 10 from C Company.

Sat, Jul 27, 1918 H.15.d.2.6 51.B.N.W., FRANCE
Fine. LIEUT D.M. WISWELL and two Scouts wounded about 2.30 am. on patrol at H.17
b.51.88, by pineapple falling near them. Wounds not serious. The Battalion is Actively
patrolling its post, work by day [Inserted: and night] light and fighting patrols - patrols
consisting of one officer and from two to four other ranks. Day quiet.
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Sun, Jul 28, 1918 H.15d.2.6 51.B.N.W., FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. Working parties at night getting the line in better shape. Trenches muddy and in
poor condition.

Mon, Jul 29, 1918 H.15.d.2.6 51.B.N.W., FRANCE
Fine. Quiet. Some gas put over in early morning. The battle patrols sent out tonight in
FAMPOUX found that the Artillery crash put on at 10 p.m, had not been successful in
dislodging the enemy. Lt. EVANS badly wounded by stick bomb, while in enemy wire. His
party owing to the ruins and debris could not locate him. Lieut. C.E. SMITH and another
officer who was watching the patrol from the front line, went forward with Lewis Gun section
– found LT. EVANS beyond the enemy wire, and with considerable difficulty he was brought
back. LT. CHIPMAN’S and LT. ROGER’S party which had been on the left heard the noise
come over and assisted getting Lt. EVANS in. No further casualties sustained.
Appendices 10 & 11

Tue, Jul 30, 1918 H.15.d.2.6 51.B.N.W., FRANCE
Fine. Quiet except for retaliation in early morning from CRASH last night. Raid planned by
“B” Company could not be carried out owing to our barrage falling on enemy front line
instead of support. Blocking party on right suffered casualties to all members of party except
the N.C.O., 2 killed, 3 wounded. Enemy Artillery retaliation concentrated on ??? of CAMEL
and STOKES. (Appendix 12 & 13)

Wed, Jul 31, 1918 H.15d.2.6 51.B N.W., FRANCE
Fine. Advance party leaves line for AUBIN. Battalion relieved by 8th King’s Irish Liverpools
at 12.37 a.m. (1st/8/18) Proceeded by light railway to billets at AUBIN. The whole Corps is
moving, in a few days - in fact has started now. For where – no one knows, but it looks like a
big scrap ahead. Capt. CURRY and 2 O.R. gassed (not severely) on way out to train.
See appendix 16
Appendix 14 & 15 work & casualties

[Note transcriber: the War Diary for this month was signed by Lieut.-Col. J.L. Ralston]

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

85th Cdn. Inf. Bn. - War Diary - Appendix 1.

BRIGADE GUARD COMPETIONS – For week ending 15-6-18.

Equipment
And Clothing Rifles Procedure Total.

Ammunition
(Possible) 10 10 10 20 50.
85th Battalion 8 10 7 19 44.
78th Battalion 5 10 9 18 42.
72nd Battalion 6 8 9 18 41.
38th Battalion 8 8 6 18 40.

Week ending 29-6-18.
85th Battalion 8 10 9 19 46.
72nd Battalion 9 10 9 18 46.
38th Battalion 8 10 9 16 43.
78th Battalion 8 10 7 16 41.
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Period ending 24-6-18.
85th Battalion 9 10 9 19 47.
38th Battalion 8 10 9 16 43.
78th Battalion 7 9 9 16 41.
72nd Battalion 6 9 8 16 39.

Period ending 28-6-18.
85th Battalion 9 10 9 19 47.
38th Battalion 8 10 7 15 40.
72nd Battalion 7 9 6 17 39.
78th Battalion 4 9 6 16 36.

Period ending 2-7-18.
85th Battalion 9 10 10 19 48.
38th Battalion 7 9 7 17 40.
78th Battalion 6 10 7 17 40.
72nd Battalion 7 8 7 17 39.

Period ending 6-7-18.
85th Battalion 7 10 9 17 43.
72nd Battalion 8 10 8 17 43.
78th Battalion 10 9 8 16 43.
38th Battalion 7 9 7 17 40.
Averages: - 85th 45.83; 72nd, 41.17; 38th, 41.17; 78th, 40.5.

…………………………………………………………………………………………………...

85th Cdn. Inf. Bn. - War Diary - Appendix 2

Appendix to 12TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER dated 10-7-18.

12th CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE – INTELLIGENCE COMPETITION.
SCHEME

Possible 38th Bn. 72nd Bn. 78th Bn. 85th Bn.
Bringing up section 10 2 10 10 10
Instruction to Section 20 - 20 20 15
Distribution of ,, 20 5 10 15 15
Use of Cover 20 15 10 15 18
Rate of advance. 10 3 7 8 10
Location of I.O H.Q. 10 - 5 10 -

,, ,, Adv Report
Centre 10 - - 10 10

Communication 20 10 14 20 10
No. of Flags located
(each) 5 - 25 10 30
Reports sent in 20 5 15 15 10
Sketch sent in 20 - 15 10 15
DEDUCTIONS. 165. 40. 131. 143. 143.
Late on parade -10 - - -
Reports late -10 -10 - -10
Not keeping touch
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with enemy -10 - - -10
-10 - - -10

165 -30 -10 - -10
FINAL RESUTLS 165 10 121 143 123

OBSERVATION.

Instructions 10 5 8 10 5
Reconnoitring 10 - 4 8 2
Selection of Rt.O.P. 10 - - 10 2
Selection “Lt.” 10 - 10 10 10
Selection “Other” 10 5 3 0 0
Size of Parties 10 5 8 5 5
Use of Cover 10 - 6 6 4
Concealment 10 5 8 6 6
Communication 10 5 8 8 4
Reports 10 5 10 8 5
Objects picked up
(each) 5 25 20 20 25

105 55 85 91 68

SNIPING.
Total points 488 462 519 497
Deductions 15 15 20 18

FINAL RESULT 960 473 447 499 479

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

85th Can. Inf. Bn.

TRAINING. War. Diary Appendix 3.

12TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

TACTICAL SCHEME No. 3.
Ref. Map 44-B.
And attached sketch 5th July 1918.

1. GENERAL IDEA.
The positions of the opposing forces are shown on the attached sketch.
British forces are to attack on the 7th July on a wide front, and drive the
enemy Eastward.

SPECIAL IDEA.
The 85th Cdn. Inf. Bn. has been ordered to attack and its mission is to

clear the area as shown on the sketch and gain as much ground to the Eastward
as possible.

The flanks of the Battalion are covered.
Zero hour will be notified later.
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TROOPS ENGAGED IN THE SCHEME UNDER O.C.,85TH BN. are:-

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
12th Cdn. L. T. M. Batt. (less 2 Secs).
1 Sec. C.F.A.
1 Sec. Medium T.M’s.
1 Batt. Machine Guns.
1 Sec. Tanks (represented by 3 limbered G.S.Wagons)
1 Aeroplane (Under Brigade).

2. PLAN OF ACTION OF O.C., 85th BN.

I. O.C. divides the area into 3 zones and disposes his troops as under:-
“C” Coy. to clear OUTPOST ZONE shown in BLUE.
“B” ,, ,, ,, BATTLE ZONE ,, ,, RED ) Enemy M.G.

“A”&”D” ,, ,, ,, REAR ZONE ,, ,, GREEN) Zone.
Bn. Hd.Qrs. – C.3.d.7.5.

II. 3" T.M.’s to follow “B”,”A”, & “D” Coys. and give assistance as required
III. 6" T.M.’s will be kept as a Bn. Reserve and employed on request for

assistance from Companies. (Normal positions would be near reserve
Companies of the Bn).

IV. 1 Sec., C.F.A., to operate in area and render assistance by direct and
indirect fire as required by Bn. Commander according to situations which
may develop. Opportunity targets will be taken on by Art. in the Zones
beyond the ones in which the Infantry are operating at the time.

V. BATTERY OF MACHINE GUNS. One (1) Sec. On Slag Heap (C.15.a.) to
deliver covering fire. One (1) Sec. to follow Infantry to assist with covering
fire and to help hold ground gained. Provisional positions chosen are 2 on
right and 2 on left of ANGLE WOOD.

VI. 1 SECTION OF TANKS. Held as a Reserve in the first instance owing to
the limited number available, to go forward and deal with points of
opposition which arise. Assault of DROME WOOD.

VII. 1 AEROPLANE. (A) To carry out a reconnaissance and try to find centres
of resistance, dropping bombs on them, (B) Report progress of our most
advanced troops from ground flares. (C) Keep up communication between
Bn. and Bde.

VIII. SIGNALS. (A) LIGHT SIGNALS.
Red Very Light on Rockets repeated – Assistance needed. Infantry on
flanks to help. Art. to prepare help. Smoke bomb fired vertically – Art.,
T.M’s & M.Guns to lift and Infantry to assault.
3 White Very Lights – Objective gained.

(B) SIGNALS FROM TANKS.
Spade waved – Broken down. Infantry to go ahead.
Flag waved – Reached objective. Infantry to come on.

(C) SIGNALS TO TANKS.
Helmet waved on Rifle – Assistance needed.

3. LESSONS WHICH IT IS DESIRED THAT THE EXERCISE SHOULD TEACH.

1. The method of overcoming Machine Gun Defence in Depth, which necessitates:-
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(A) Initiative on the part of platoons in making use of the ground and in
working forward on the flanks of the enemy positions.

(B) Infiltration
(C) Close Liaison. (see notes on recent fighting No.14).

2. The attack has been d ivided into three phases for instructional purposes. The
lessons which are to be brought out in each phase are given below.
FIRST PHASE.

3. (A) Platoon tactics in capturing any points of resistance left in the enemy’s
OUTPOST ZONE after our preparatory bombardment has ceased. Normally this Zone is
lightly held but it is necessary to provide for the capture of whatever may live through our
bombardment.

(B) Re-bombardment of some points in OUTPOST ZONE may be necessary but in
this scheme it is taken for granted that the Infantry does not require further assistance but
overcomes the opposition met with by its own weapons.

SECOND PHASE.
(A) Shows the Coy. and Platoon tactics in manoeuvring to outflank and destroy the

enemy positions after having penetrated where possible into his “Battle Zone”. Enfiltration
being used.

(B) Both Art. and Trench Mortars will be moved forward to fire as necessary to
overcome opposition in this Zone.

THIRD PHASE.
(A)Shows the Bn. tactics in dealing with t he enemy in the “Rear Zone”

Coys. give mutual support to one another in the advance. Platoons engage
hostile machine gun nests wi th fire. Platoons will work forward on both flanks before the
advance in the centre commences.

(B) Light and Medium Trench Mortars follow the Infantry through the Outpost
and Battle Zone, and assist in destroying Machine Gun Defences.

INSTRUCTIONS
1. Enemy Machine Guns will be represented by Blue or White Flags.

2. BUGLE CALLS. A Bugler will be with Brigade, Bn. and each Company Hd.Qrs.

The following calls will be used:-

STAND FAST. All troops to remain where they are until further orders.

ADVANCE Carry on with the exercise.

OFFICERS CALL All officers to come to the Western Corner of Wood C.23.d.

DISMISS. Exercise finished – troops to go home.

3. RENDEZVOUS. Road Junction C.10.c.40.70. at 8 A.M.

4. ZERO HOUR. Zero hour will be notified on the ground.

(Sgd) T.P. JONES, Major,
Brigade Major,

12th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
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……………………………………………………………………………………………….

85th. Canadian Infantry Battalion.
“NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLANDERS”

Reference Operation Order No. 153. Copy No…31….
Map 448 and attached Sketch. July 6th. 1918.

1. Information. The positions of the opposing forces are shown on attached sketch.
British Troops are to attack on the 7th.July,1918, on a wide front,
and drive enemy Eastward.

2. Instruction. The 85th.C.I.Battalion will attack and clear the area as shown on the
sketch and gain as much ground to Eastward as possible.
The flanks of the Battalion are covered by other troops operating on the
flanks.
Zero hour will be notified later.

3. Dispositions. As in G.2/115, para.2 (I), copies of which have been issued to all
concerned.
“A” Company – Right Company. “D” – Left Company.
Later-Company boundary line drawn right edge of POLO WOOD to
right edge of DROME WOOD, both woods inclusive to Left Company.

4. Auxiliary Arms. (a) 12th.Cdn.L.T.M.Battery (less two Sections). Action as in G.2/115,
para 2 (II)
(b) 1 section Medium T.M’s Action as in G.2/115, para 2 (III)
I 1 section C.F.A. Action as in G.2/115, para 2 (IV).
(d) 1 Battery Machine Guns. Action as in G.2/115, para 2. (V).
(e) 1 Section of Tanks (represented by 3 limbered G.3. Waggons).
Action as in G.2/115, para 2 (VI)
(f) 1 Aeroplane. Action as in G.2/115, para 2 (VII).

5. Rendezvous. Battalion will rendezvous in mass in field in rear of Railway Track
(C.9.b.8.8 approx) at 7.55 a.m. Companies will move off to pass
Starting Point (CHATAU GATE) at following times. Route via
BURBURKS.

C Coy -- 6.20 a.m.
B ,, -- 6.30 a.m.
A ,, -- 6.40 a.m.
D ,, -- 6.50 a.m.

HQ ,, -- 6.55 a.m.
L.G. limbers will proceed with their respective Companies.

6. Assembly. C Coy. in Trenches from Approx. C.9.d.8.5. to approx C.4.c.4.5.
B Coy. in Small Wood at about C.9.b.9.9.
A & D Coys. Under cover along Railway track.
Assembly to be complete by 8.45 a.m.

7. Dress. Battle Order – steel helmets to be worn. 24 L.G. pans per gun will
be carried.

8. Equipment. (a) The following will be carried:-
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S.A.A. – 10 rounds blank per man (no live S.A.A. to be carried
in pouches.)
No. 27 Smoke Grenades -- 40 per Coy.
No.5 Mills (Detonated without explosive) - 50 per Coy.
No. 36 Mills (Live) -- 30 per Coy.
Red ground flares – 2 per Section.

(b) Bombing Officer will arrange for the following to be carried
forward by Tumpliners to each Coy. final H.Q.
Remaining L.G. Pans
10 boxes S.A.A.
4 boxes Mills No. 36.
(c) Transport Officer will arrange to carry forward to DOG WOOD --
28 boxes S.A.A.

9. Communication Signalling Officer will arrange communication between Coys. and Bn.
H.Q. by phone, by visual and by runners. Also aeroplane by POPHAM
PAHEL. Communicat ion will be arranged with Brigade H.Q. by Power
Buzzer. C.F.A., H.T.M’s, and M.G. Battery will arrange their own
communication, to include communication with Bn. H.Q. both in
assembly and on the move forward.

10. Synchronisation. Watches will be sychronized at Bn.H.Q. at 8.30 a.m.
11. Signals. As in G.2/115 Para. 2, (VIII)
12. Enemy M.G’s As in G.2./115 (instructions) Para.1.
13. Bugle Calls. As in G.2./115 (instructions) Para 2.
14. Intelligence. Intelligence Officer will arrange to obtain information and forward

same to Bn.H.Q.
15. Medical Medical Officer will establish R.A.P. at Bn. H.Q. at Assembly Position

Arrange- and at Bn.H.Q. (DOG WOOD) when move forward is made.
ments.

16. Reports. Bn. H.Q. at Assembly, house C.3.d.5.4. When POLO WOOD is taken
Bn.H.Q. will move to DOG WOOD C.17.a.5.3.

?? Lean
Captain.

a/Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Issued by Signals at 7.00 pm. Nova Scotia Highlanders.

Copies No. 1. – 10. 12th C.I. Brigade
11. Commanding Officer.
12. 2nd in Command.
13. Adjutant
14. O.C. A Coy.
15. O.C. B Coy.
16. O.C. C Coy.
17. O.C. D Coy.
18. O.C. H.Q. Coy.
19. Bombing Officer.
20. Signalling Officer.
21. Transport Officer.
22. Medical Officer.
23. Quartermaster.
24. Intelligence Officer.
25. O.C. 11th Bty. C.F.A.
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26. O.C. X Bty. 4th Div.T.
27. O.C. 12th C.L.T.M. Bty.
28. O.C. 4th Cdn.M.G.Bty.
29. O.C……… Squadron R.A.
30. O.C……….Section ……

Coy., Tank Battalion.
31. War Diary.
32. File

MAP

e001121749.jpg
………………………………………………………………………………………………..

Appendix 4

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
STAND TO ORDER WHILE IN LOZINGHEM, 25-5-18.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1. At Last Post. Kit in Battle Order, ready to put on, water bottles filled, Lewis Guns
and ammunition with periscopes and spare parts packed on limbers
Stretchers on limbers. Packs packed up, ready for storing, except
blankets, which will be put in at reveille and packs closed up.

2. Reveille. Reveille 4.46 a.m. Roll great coats in rubber sheets and attach to
equipment by kicking straps. Blankets to be folded and put in packs.
Clean rifles, shave, polish and clean up.
Sick parade – 5.00 a.m..
Breakfast 5.15 a.m.
Remain in immediate vicinity of huts, ready to fall in at five minutes
notice, leaving huts clean.

3.On Order Each Company will parade their men and carry packs to store house
“MOVE” to be piled in Company space. Distribute bagged rations among men.

Parade their men on alarm post with battle order and steel helmets,
greatcoats rolled in rubber sheets under haversack, one and three
quarters hours after “MOVE” unless a fixed hour is specified.

4. Rations. Q.M. will issue breakfast rations separately and remainder in bags
ready to be carried by Companies, or on the kitchens as ordered,
except 26-5-18, when rations for dinner and supper will be carried
inlimbers.

5. Alarm Post. In Chateau grounds immediately southwest of huts. Parade facing
main road.

6. Officers. At Reveille will have kits packed ready to move to Coy. H.Q. and be
stacked there ½ hour after order “MOVE”. These kits will be piled at
either “A” “B” “C” or “D” Coy. H.Q. which ever is most convenient.
Officers will have kit in such shape that they will not have to go back



104

to billets after reporting to Company H.Q. Officers will report to Coy
H.Q. at 5.a.m. and go to huts to see that men are carrying out foregoing
instructions. Thento breakfast, remaining at Coy.H.Q. or in Camp
grounds until 7 a.m.

7. M.O. M.O’s equipment ready at M.O’s Office ½ hour after order “MOVE”
P.M. P.M’s equipment ready at Q.M. stores ½ hour after order “MOVE”.

Orderly Room. Orderly Room equipment ready at Orderly Room ½ hour after order
“MOVE”.

O’s Mess Officers Mess equipment ready at Coy. H.Q. ½ hour after order
“MOVE”

Signals. Signalling equipment ready at Orderly Room ½ hour after order
“MOVE”
Quartermaster will work out with T.O. the stuff which is to be carried
and will have same set aside as to be ready to load on at ½ hours
notice. Storehouse to be arranged by Q.M. on grounds for surplus
stores.

8. Transport. Lewis Gun Limbers to be at huts at 7.30 each evening and Lewis Guns,
ammunition, spare parts and periscopeS to be loaded according to table
annexed under supervision of L.G.O.
Horses to be ready to hitch on to Transport at 15 minutes notice and
after load gathered up to be parked on Chateau grounds ready to move
off in 1 ¾ hours after move order received.
Kitchens will be considered parked if ready and horses hitched on one
hour and fifty five minutes after order “MOVE”.
WATER CARTS to be full at last post each night. To be filled ready to
refill kitchens at 5.45 a.m. To be refilled again, ready for move.

9. Scout Officer. To report to Adjutant for instructions on order MOVE.

10. Bands. When point is reached where Transport Lines will be established,
Bands will report to R.S.M.

11. Officer’s Between 5.00 a.m. and 7.00 a.m. Officers will wear Tommy tunics and
Dress. will have equipment as under for battle order ready on the Chateau

Grounds so they will not have to return to billets for them:-
Revolvers.
Ammunition pouches.
Binoculars.
Water Bottle (filled).
Prismatic Compasses.
Haversack (filled or packed)
Respirators.

???????
Captain.



105

Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

LEWIS GUN LIMBERS.

“A” and “B” COMPANIES.

Front Limber, – 6 boxes S.A.A.
132 pans S.A.A.

Periscopes.

Rear Limber 7 Guns.
176 pans S.A.A.

7 spare parts, bags.

“B” & “C” Companies.
Front Limber,- 6 Boxes S.A.A.

176 pans S.A.A.
Periscopes.

Rear ½ Limber,- 8 Guns.
176 pans S.A.A.

8 spare parts, bags.

Appendix 5

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Move Order No. 158. 10-7-18.

1. The Canadian Corps will relieve the XVII Corps in the Line. The 85th Canadian
Infantry Battn. will move into Reserve on July 11th into billets – CLIFF CAMP
(BOIS DE BRAY)- (Divisional Reserve)

2. Transport Lines will be located in vicinity of ECOIVRES.

3. Battalion will march to CALONNE RICOUART entraining for MARQEUIL at
4.00 p.m. Companies will pass the starting point (Chateau Gates) at following
times:-
“A” Coy. 2.30 p.m.
“B” ,, 2.32 p.m.-
“C” ,, 2.34 p.m.
“D” ,, 2.36 p.m.
“H.Q.” 2.38 p.m.
Silver Band will accompany “A” Coy. Pipe Band will be divided amongst
remaining Companies.
Route – via MARLES-LES-MINES.

4. Lieut. H.L. McInnis will act as entraining Officer and will report to Lieut.
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A.K. HARVIE, Brigade Entraining Officer at 3.45 p.m. for allotment of cars.

5. 8 Lewis Guns per Company and 24 pans per gun will be carried on the train.
These guns and pans will be put in a Company Dump in front of the Chateau
by 6.30 a.m. and will be taken to CALONNE RICOUART by lorry. One O.R.

per Coy. will be detailed to accompany lorry and will be responsible for L.G’s
and pans until Battalion arrives.
Remaining L.G’s and pans will go in L.G. Limbers. Coys. will detail one other
rank to accompany their limbers.
Lieut. McInnis will supervise.

6. On arrival at MARQEUIL Battalion will march to billets.

7. On arrival at billets, Lieut. SMALL will detail a runner to report to Brigade
Headquarters (A.20.d.3.2. – Sheet 51B.)

8. Administrative arrangements are being issued separately.

J.M.Mclean
Captain.

a/Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Issued by Signals at 6.00 p.m.

Copies Nos. 1 to 24 issued as per memo attached to Copy 3.

Appendix 6

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

ACTION WHILE IN DIVISIONAL RESERVE.

1. Battalion will be prepared to move within one hour after receipt of the order “Stand
to”.

2. On receipt of the order “Man Battle Positions” Battalion will move to position of
assembly in vicinity of A.17.c. Companies as shown on attached sketch. Coy. H.Q. as
follows:-

A Coy. – A.16.d.90.55.
B ,, – A.17.a.45.40.
C ,, – A.17.c.40.80.
D ,, – A.17.a.10.50.

Bn. H.Q. – A.16.b.90.10.
Brigade H.Q. – H.1.c.2.7.

On receipt of order “Stand to” : -
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(a) LEWIS GUNS. Limbers are to be available at all times and will be sent up from
Transport Lines and will be loaded with all Lewis Guns and pans. If for any reason
limbers do not arrive before Battalion moves off, all Lewis Guns and 24 pans per gun
will be carried by Companies. Limbers on arrival will load remaining pans and
transport them to Bn. H.Q.
2000 rounds S.A.A. (in boxes) per limber will be carried in any event.
(b) S.A.A. & BOMBS. Each man to be issued with 50 rounds extra S.A.A. 1 bomb for
every second man or more if available, will be issued.
(c) VERY LIGHTS. Each Company Officer will carry a Very Light pistol. 15 rounds
Very Lights per Coy. will be carried.
(d) TOMMY COOKERS. 1 per man will be issued.
(e) RATIONS. Q.M. will arrange for hot food and tea to be immediately prepared.
Kitchens to be kept fired continuously. 1 cook at least, to be on duty at all times.
Unexpended portion of days rations (other than fresh meat) will be bagged and issued
amongst the men. One emergency ration will be issued.

(f) Bombing Officer and Q.M. will arrange for S.A.A., bombs, very lights, tommy
cookers and emergency rations to divided into Company Dumps in hut. He will show
Company Commander or 2nd-in-Command position of his Company Dump.
(g) MESS EQUIPMENT. Each Officer to carry knife, fork, spoon, plate and cup.
Cooking utensils, if any, to be taken by cooks.
(h) H.Q. EQUIPMENT. T.O. will provide a limber to carry:-

H.Q. Lewis Gun (2) and pans.
Signalling equipment (2 Fuller phones – 2 miles wire,

5 Lucas lamps.)
M.O’s equipment
Orderly Room (1 box).

(i) PACKS. To be strapped up and left in man’s place in hut and to be picked
up by Transport.
(j) GREATCOATS. Whether to be taken, depends on weather and probable task and
will be decided and notified when “Stand to” order is sent out. To be rolled in rubber
sheet and attached by kicking straps under haversacks as detailed to Orderly Sergeants
by R.S.M.
(k) STRETCHERS – May be carried on L.G. limbers if space permits but Companies
are responsible that each Stretcher Bearer has his stretcher. M.O. will check on this
(l) WATER. Kitchens and water bottles will be kept constantly filled. M.O. and T.O.
will arrange to keep water carts constantly replenished. M.O. will arrange to police
water carts so that water will not be taken for washing. R.S.M. will, if necessary, detail
sufficient men from band to take the cart having the least water, to tank and fill and
return.
(m) BANDS. – Immediately on “Stand to” will report to R.S.M. for any duties
required.

4. On arrival in assembly position, Signalling Officer will arrange to send two (2)
Runners to Brigade Headquarters.

5. First Line Transport will not move with the Battalion.

6. Communication will be established as follows:-
(a) By Wire.
(b) By Visual.
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(c) By Runner.
Principally the latter two.

7. It is not intended that the Divisional Reserve will be used for Counter Attack against the
first system unless it is evident that the hostile penetration of that system is on such a
small front as to offer a reasonable chance of success

8. Details to be left out of the Line:-
C.Q.M.S. & Storeman.
2 Cooks.
Officers and specialists as left already detailed.

J.M.McLean
Captain.

a/Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Appendix 7

85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Nova Scotia Highlanders 19-7-18.
Operation Order No.155. Copy No…. 15..

1.Relief. The 85th Can. Inf. Battalion will relieve the 3rd Can. Inf. Battalion in Brigade
Reserve in vicinity of H.13.b.
Bn.H.Q. at H.13.d.9?.90.

2.Disposition. As already detailed.

3.Boundaries. On completion of relief the 12th Canadian Infantry Brigade will be the right
Brigade of the 4th Can. Division, and the Boundaries will be ass follows:-
(a) SOUTHERN BRIGADE BOUNDARY. River SCARPE. (Inclusive to 12th

Canadian Infantry Brigade.)
(b) NORTHERN BRIGADE BOUNDARY. Front Line at

H.5.a.90.10.(Junction with TRIPE Trench, inclusive to 11th Canadian
Infantry Brigade) to MACK Trench at H.4.d.63.35. – to MISSOURI
Trench at H.10.a.55.90. – H.9.b.0.5. – to H.7.a 0.5.- to G.11.a.0.6. –
G.9.a.0.6.

(c) INTER-BATTALION BOUNDRY Junction of trenches at H.11.c.75.45.
to Junction of CABLE AVENUE and CASTLE LANE H.10.1.50.25.
thence along CASTLE LANE (inclusive of Left Bn.) to Junction of
Trenches CASTLE LANE and EFFIE Trench at H.16.a.30.65.

4.Advanced Party. – As already detailed.

5. Move. By light Railway entraining at ECOIVRES at 9.45 p.m. Details later.

6. Dress. Battle Order.
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7. Equipment. Lewis Guns and equipment will be carried. 24 pans per gun; 16 for Coy. H.Q.
for Line. Guns. All other equipment for Line – Orderly Room – Medical – Officers

Mess – Petrol Tins – Dixies – Signalling equipment, - Lewis Gun [Inserted: 8
per gun] Reserve Pans will be ready in Dump alongside of Orderly Room at
6.30 p.m. today.
Baggage for Transport Lines.
Mens packs – blankets – Tailors – Shoemakers , Armourers – remainder of
L.G. pans – will be ready in Dumps at 10.30 a.m. Medical Office – officers kits
and Orderly Room at 1.00 p.m. Canteen ready at 6.30 p.m.

8. Rations. Will be taken up by Transport night 19/20th. After that by Light Railway.

9. Water. At following points:-
H.15.b.35.13. G.18.b.6.0.
H.15.b.45.30. H.8.c.75.50.
H.13.b.6.2.

10. Dumps. Ammunition. G.18.b.1.2.
H.21.a.2.9.
H.15.a.9.8.
H.13.a.8.9.

R.S. Dump - G.22.a.6.8.

11. Medical. R.A.P. at – H.13.b.7.7. A.D.S. at H.4.b.6.2.

12.Cemetaries. The following cemeteries will be used by Units of this Bde:-
ANZIN, G.1.d.75.34.
ST. NICHOLAS G.13.b.7.4.
ACHEZ LES DUISANS.
FAHBOURG D’AMIENS G.26.b.9.7.

13. Cleanliness. Certificate will be furnished to Orderly Room before marching off that billets
and area occupied in CLIFT CAMP will be left in a clean and sanitary condition.

14. Trench Companies will furnish Trench State to Orderly Room this morning.
State.

15. Trench List of Trench Stores in duplicate, taken over and handed over will be sent to
Stores. Orderly Room on completion of relief.

16. Completion Completion of relief will be notified by code “AVAILABLE”.
of relief

?????????
Captain

Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Issued by Runner at Nova Scotia Highlanders.
11. a.m. 19-7-18.
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Copy No.1. O.C.
2 2nd-in-Command.
3. Adjutant.
4. O.C. A Coy.
5. O.C. B Coy.
6. O.C. D Coy.
7. O.C. D Coy.
8. O.C. H.Q. Coy.
9. Q.M.

10. T.O.
11. Signal Officer.
12. Lewis Gun Officer.
13. R.S.M.
14. Scout Officer.
15. File

16. – 18. War Diary
19. Spare.

Appendix 8
85th Canadian Infantry Battalion

NOVA SCOTIA HIGHLANDERS
Operation Order No. 156. Copy No….10….. 24-7-18.

1. RELIEF. The 85th C.I.Bn. will relieve the 72nd C.I.Bn. in the Right Sub-section on the
night 25/26 July, 1918. Relief will commence at 10.00 p.m.
“A” Coy. 85th relieves “D” Coy. 72nd in Reserve.
“B” ,, ,, ,, “C” ,, ,, ,, Left Front Line.
“C” ,, ,, ,, “B” ,, ,, ,, Right Front Line.
“D” ,, ,, ,, “A” ,, ,, ,, Right Support.
Bn. H.Q. at H.15.d.20.60.
The 38th C.I.Bn. will take over the 85th C.I.Bn. dispositions in Divisional
Reserve.

2. ADVANCE 1 Officer per Coy. Bn. Gas N.C.O.
PARTY. 1 N.C.O. per Platoon. 1 Water Detail.

Coy. Gas N.C.O. 1 O.R. per H.Q. Section.
Scout Officer. 3 Signallers.
Intelligence Officer.
will go into the line tomorrow, 25th inst. Movement by trenches.

3. COMMUNICA- CAM AVENUE is allotted the 72nd and 85th Bns. for the relief.
TION
TRENCHES.

4. MOVEMENT. All movement before 10.00 p.m. will be confirmed strictly to the
trenches. Companies will move at the following hours:-
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“A”……10.00 p.m.
“C”……10.00 p.m. Via Platoons at 100 yds. interval.
“B”……10.15 p.m.
“D”……10.30 p.m.
Bn.H.Q..10.30 p.m.

5. GUIDES. As arranged between Company Commanders concerned.

6. EQUIPMENT. Medical, Orderly Room, Signallers and Lewis Gun Reserve Pans will
be ready in Dump at Orderly Room at 8.00 p.m.
Petrol tins as follows:-
B, C, HQ. & A Coy. H.Q. at Orderly Room by 6.00 p.m.
A Coy. at Advanced Company H.Q. at 6.00 p.m.
D Coy. at Company H.Q. at 6.00 p.m.

7. REPORTS. Disposition report (to reach Bn.H.Q. not later than 4.30 a.m. 26th inst.) with
sketch showing Platoons and posts and distribution of ammunition. In the case
of Support and Reserve Company, show ammunition both in battle positions
and in normal locations.

8. TRENCH Aeroplane photos will be handed over on relief. Maps will not. Statement of
STORES. Trench Stores handed over and taken over will be sent to Bn.H.Q. by first run

after completion of relief.

9. Completion of relief will be notified by code – “WALK”
H.R. Theakston Lt

Captain
A/Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.

(Nova Scotia Highlanders)
Issued by Runner at
2.00 a.m., 25-7-18.
Copy No.1 - O.C. No.9 - R.S.M.

2 - Adjutant 10)
3 - “A” 11)- War
4 - “B” 12) Diary.
5 - “C” 13)
6 - “D”
7 - H.Q.
8 - 72nd C.I.Bn.

Appendix 9.
85th Canadian Infantry Battalion,

Nova Scotia Highlanders

DISPOSITION – Right Front Section, 12th. Canadian Infantry Brigade Section, FAMPOUX
SECTOR
Battalion H.Q. H15.a.3.0.
“A” Coy H.Q. H.15.a.98.95.
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“B” Coy H.Q. H.17.b.70.80.
“C” Coy H.Q. H.16.d.48.20.
“D” Coy H.Q. H.16.d.10.80.

No. 1 Post H.22.a.75.40.
2 Post H.22.b.15.30.
3 Post H.22.b.70.45.
4 Post H.23.a.35.98.
5 Post H.23.a.80.85.
6 Post H.17.d.02.22.
7 Post H.17.d.21.50.
8 Post H.17.d.10.70.
9 Post H.17.b.20.00.

10 Post H.17.b.30.25.
11 Post H.17.b.35.45.
12 Post H.17.b.30.60.
13 Post H.17.b.08.90.
14 Post H.11.c.90.15.
15 Post H.11.c.87.33.
16 Post H.11.c.85.45.

H.R. Theakston

for Lieut-Colonel,
Commanding 85th. Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Nova Scotia Highlanders.
……………………………………………………………………………………………

Appendix 10
SECRET 85th. Canadian Infantry Battalion.

Nova Scotia Highlanders.
Operation Order No. 158 - - 29th July, 1918 Copy No..11..

Ref. Maps J.Corps. T.S.
No.222 of 9/7/18 Scale 1/10,000

1. Information. The enemy has a small garrison behind OUT BANK near Junction of 2
Sunken Roads H.17.b.5.0. and occupies house on South East Corner of Cross
Roads at H.17.d.62.85, also is suspected to be occupying one or more houses
just South West of Road leading South Easterly to Y. at H.17.d.82.52.
The Artillery will at Zero hour put on a concentrated shoot on the area around
road junction enclosed in BLUE on sketch. This shoot will last for 20 minutes
and will consist approximately off all caliberes from 9.2’s down.

2. Intention. To send out a battle patrol following artillery crash to obtain identification,
kill the enemy, destroy enemy work and map up area as far East as road
running from Cross Roads South to Y and North up to and including Road
Junction H.17.b.5.0.

3. Detail. At Zero plus 20 a battle patrol will cover the area specified, as under:-
(1) Party No.1. Lieut CHIPMAN and 1 N.C.O. and 9 O.R’ area marked red.
(2) Party No.2. 1 N.C.O. and 4 O.R’s area marked GREEN.
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(3) Party No.3. Lieut EVANS, 1 N.C.O. and 5 O.R’s will cover area marked
YELLOW.

4.Withdrawal. Parties will after mopping up area take battle positions and remain until 11.20
p.m. when they will withdraw independently coming in at No.7 Post and being
checked up there by an Officer detailed by C Coy. Lieut Chipman will be
responsible for getting back all of party No.1. and Lieut. Evans for getting back
all of Parties No.2 & 3. If Lieut. Chipman should consider it necessary to
withdraw before the allotted time he will fire a No.27 Smoke Bomb in the air
and all parties will withdraw. Only in case of party being seriously threatened
will this action be taken.

5. Clothing & Steel helmets and shorts will be worn. All identifications removed. Each man
Equipment. will carry rifle and bayonet and 25 rounds S.A.A. (10 in magazine and 15 in

pockets or bandolier) and,-
3 Mills Bombs
1 No.27 Smoke bomb.
2 Hand-wire cutters will be carried by each party.
2 3" Stokes Party No.1.
1 3" Stoke each Party No.2 and 3.
1 wire mat per party.

6. Artillery. Zero plus 20 concentrated crash on area included in BLUE Square.

7. Prisoners. Each party will look after its own prisoners. They will be taken over by parties
in the main trench. 1 escort for two prisoners to be maximum. When escort
from patrol have turned over prisoners they will return and report to their
leader.

8. Inter-Comm- 1 Rocket GREEN over RED over GREEN to be carried by each Officer and
unication. to be used as a signal to other parties that assistance is required.

9. Medical. Tumpline section will be available to carry stretcher cases from C Coy.
Advanced H.Q. to the Aid Post and men of Patrol or Garrison will not come
further to the rear than that point. R.A.F. as at present.

10.Garrisons. The Post Garrisons of C Coy. will move back to their positions immediately
after 10.20 p.m. and will act as support to patrol.

O.Hemp ?
Captain.

Issued at 7.30 p.m. Adjutant 85th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
Nova Scotia Highlanders.

Copy No.1. 12th C.I. Bde.
2. 78th C.I. Battn.
3. A Coy.
4. B Coy.
5. C Coy.
6. D Coy.
7. H.Q. Coy.


