
1

77tthh CCaannaaddiiaann IInnffaannttrryy BBrriiggaaddee

WWWAAARRR DDDIIIAAARRRIIIEEESSS 111999111555 ---111999111999

Transcribed & proofread by Michael Thierens.

CEFStudies@EeMike.nl

© Michael Thierens 2008.

11991188
Reference Map FRANCE, LENS Sheet 36c. S.W.1, Edition 10A. Scale 1/10,000.

Tue, Jan 1, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet but alert. Artillery: (Ours) Normal. (Hostile) More active than
usual especially during the morning. Usual targets, HILL 65, N.19.a., M.24.a., M.30.a.
Trench Mortars. (Ours) Inactive. (Hostile) Normal. Scattered shelling with heavy and
medium shells on front line, especially N.13.d.10.80. M.G. & Rifle Fire. (Ours) 6,750
rounds expended in usual night harassing fire. During day active against enemy aircraft.
(Hostile) More active during night along front and support lines. Also on LENS-LIEVIN
Road. During day active against our aeroplanes. Sniping. (Ours) R.C.R. Snipers claim two
hits. 42nd Battalion Snipers claim one hit. (Hostile) NIL. Patrols. NIL. Enemy
Movement. Good visibility helped the observation and movement appeared above normal.
Enemy Defences: Strong wire in front of building from N.16.a.20.85. to N.16.a.90.90.
Aircraft: (Ours) Active. (hostile) Active. Enemy aircraft crossed our lines at 9:00 a.m.,
9:30 a.m., 10:10 a.m., and 12:30 p.m., General: At 12 midnight our post near LENS-LIEVIN
Road was hailed by Hun who spoke English and invited to come over for a drink of whisky.
No takers. The following message was received by Brigade Headquarters at 12:20 a.m.:
Greetings and best wishes from the FORTY TWA. Here’s to 1918 the ROYAL year and the
speedy finish of the Hun. May the RABBI R.C.R.) cut him off, the soldiers of the REALM
(P.P.C.L.I.) and the REDSKIN (49th Battalion) REBUKE (42nd Battalion) and scalp him
with RELISH (7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.) and drive the RASCAL (3rd C.D.A.) as a RECLUSE (7th
F.C., C.E.) to the ROSARY (7th C.I.B.). In the New Year’s honours Brigadier General N.M?
[H.M.] DYER, D.S.O. (bar) received the C.M.G. Major A.P.O MEREDITH, D.S.O., was
mentioned in despatches.

At 2:00 p.m. a conference was held at Brigade Headquarters: Officers being present from
the Artillery, Hea vy, Medium and Light T.M. Btys, 7th Cdn. M.G. Co. and Battalion
Intelligence Officers. The object being to obtain closer liason [liaison] between all units. The
meeting was successful in removing some points of mis-understanding and it was decided to
hold them weekly at the same time and place.
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Wed, Jan 2, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Intermittent harassing fire by night. (Hostile).
Quiet. About 200 rounds scattered over front and rear areas mostly in N.19.d., BHILL 65,
CITE DE MOULIN, CITE DE RIAUMONT, and N.13.b. Trench Mortars: (Ours) 55 rounds
fired by Stokes with excellent results. (hostile) Quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 6,250
rounds expended in usual harassing fire. Lewis Guns also fired on working parties in Hun
lines but results could not be observed. (Hostile) More active during night, especially in
vicinity of AGUE Trench and LENS-LIEVIN Road. Sniping: (Ours) 42nd Battalion had one
observed hit. Several other targets fired at but results unobserved. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols:
(Ours) Nil. (Hostile) About 4:40 a .m. A patrol, strength unknown approached along S.E.
side of ruins a t N.13.b.70.15. Two men came forward to edge of cutting. Rifle grenades
were fired at them and patrol retreated. Enemy Movement: Visibility fair. Movement
normal. Enemy Defences: M.G. emplacements at N.20.c.40.70. and N.20.c.75.40. Suspected
concrete strong point with rounded top at N.14.c.37.03. Camouflaged T.M. emplacement at
N.21.c.71.88. Large aperture in N.W. corner. Camouflage covering is about 5' high.
Aircraft: Active on both sides during periods of good visibility. General: Sentries in
ALOOF Trench distinctly heard what seemed to be a small gasoline engine working in
vicinity of N.14.c. central.
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., visited Battalion Headquarters and part of
the front line.

Thu, Jan 3, 1918
Attitude of the Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active, both in harassing fire by night and
in registrations and destructive shoots by day. FOSSE 1, and N.14.c.35.00. was heavily
shelled. (Hostile) Quiet during night. Steady shelling during day. 139 shells, mostly 10.5
and 15 cm shells scattered over area M.24.a.& c., M.18.c.& d. N.14.b.50.50., N.13.c.& b.,
HILL 65, and CROCODILE Trench. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Normal. (Hostile) Less
active. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Usual harassing fire. (Hostile) Quiet on our right, but
more active on left. Gun at N.14.c.20.08. silenced by Stokes. Sniping: (ours)) R.C.R. made
one observed hit at N.26.a.99.85. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: R.C.R. Patrol of Lieut. LENNARD
and 3 O.Rs. left our lines at N.20.c.25.80. working party dispersed at N.20.c.80.50. Nothing
further to report. 42nd Battalion patrol covered enemy wire at N.13.d.95.35. which was found
to be concertina type. No movement seen. Enemy Movement: Good visibility and hence
considerable enemy movement seen mostly in rear areas. Enemy Defences: From
N.14.c.25.00 to N.20.a.48.85. enemy wire is in thick rolls about 4' high and 8' wide. New
work on parapet of trench at N.21.d.90.40. Dugouts at N.14.c.28.38., 55.50 and 35.02.
Aircraft: (Ours) very active all day. Heavily engaged by A.A. Guns and Machine Guns.
(Hostile) Active. Planes crossed our lines at 7:30 a .m., 8:00 a.m., and 10:00 a.m.
Observation balloons up at 56º, 88º and 102º T.B. from M.24.c.30.80. General: During early
part of evening our planes were active to the left of our front. Enemy used a powerful
searchlight and fired tracer bullets.

Brigadier General HILL, C.M.G., D.S.O., acting G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division and Colonel
BOOTH, G.S.0.1, American Army called at Brigade Headquarters and after lunch visited our
O.P. in BOIS DE RIAUMONT,. Lieut. Col. H. RUTHVEN, D.S.O., G.S.O.1, 3rd Canadian
Division also visited Brigade Headquarters.

Fri, Jan 4, 1918
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Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) More active both during night and day.
(Hostile) More active during the night. 185 rounds of 77 mm. 10.5 and 15 cm. on N.20.c.,
N.20.a., ST. LOUIS CRATER, HILL 65, CITE DE PETIT BOIS AND LIEVIN. Trench
Mortars: (Ours) Stokes fired 94 rounds with excellent results on N.20.c.35.80., N.20.a.35.30
and N.14.c.22.05. (Hostile) Quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire: A few bursts along LENS-LIEVIN
Road and on support line during night. Sniping: NIL. Enemy Movement: Less than usual.
Enemy Defences: M.Gs. located at N.14.c.20.08, N.13.d.95.35., N.16.a.87.88. Two concrete
pill boxes 2' above ground and 8' to 10' wide at N.21.c.68.92. and N.21.c.65.85. Aircraft:
(Ours) Active during night. Three flights heard crossing enemy lines. A powerful
searchlight was used by enemy and hea vy anti-aircraft fire turned on. When our planes were
heard enemy sent up, on our front, white chain flares of 4 and 5 lights. On our left the
approach of planes was apparently signalled by chains of 4 green lights, 4 being sent up at
7:30 p.m. and 10 at 5:10 a.m. Our planes also active during day. At 12:20 p.m. two of our
planes flew low and fired their machine guns into LENS. (Hostile) Active, but mostly behind
their own lines. Three planes made trips across our lines at 8:00 a.m., 10.20 a .m. and 12:15
p.m. at high altitudes. 2 Balloons up at 84º and 102º T.B. from M.24.c.30.80. General: Sun
flashes observed at 75º and 71º T.B. from M.29.b.75.65.

Pursuant to 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 126, attached as appendix
“1” Inter-Battalion relief took place. The P.P.C.L.I. relieved the R.C.R. in right front line
Sector, the latter Battalion going into Brigade Support in LIEVIN. The 49th Battalion
relieved the 42nd Battalion in the left front line Sector, the latter Battalion going into Brigade
Reserve at SOUCHEZ.
Casualties: 42nd Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.
See Appendix “1”

Sat, Jan 5, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Usual harassing fire at night. Fairly active
during day. (Hostile) Very quiet. 165 rounds 77 mm. 10.5 cm and 15 cm. on M.29.b.,
M.30.b., CITE DE JEANNE D’ARC, Hill 65, and CROW Dump. Shelling of latter
increasing every day. Trench Mortars: (Ours) More active. Stokes fired 20 rounds on house
at N.20.a.5.4. with good results. Heavy T.M. 25 rounds on hostile T.Ms. at N.14.d.00.40. and
N.20.d.40.60. 6" Newtons fired 73 rounds on same targets. (Hostile) Quiet. M.G. & Rifle
Fire: (Ours) 9,750 rounds expended in harassing fire during the night on enemy paths and
roads. (Hostile) Quiet. Enemy Movement: Visibility very poor and hence little movement
seen. Enemy Defences: M.G. Emplacement at foot of GREEN CRASSIER, N.20.c.80.25.
Slit in it about 10" x 48". Aircraft: (Ours) Less active. (Hostile) Less Active. General: 2
H.V. 4.1 guns firing on M.30.a.05.80. from behind LENS cemetery. 78º T.B. from
M.29.b.65.75.
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. visited right Battalion.

Sun, Jan 6, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: More active. Artillery: (Ours) Normal. (Hostile) Fairly q uiet. During
day usual activity against hill 65, BOIS and CITE DE RIAUMONT, trenches in N.13.b. and
M.30. central. Trench Mortars: (Ours) More active. Heavy and medium fired on hostile
T.Ms. in N.8.d.80.25. , N.20.c.75.35. and N.20.a.65.45. Stokes fired in retaliation for
pineapples. (Hostile) Normal. Principal targets ST. LOUIS CRATER and trenches in
N.13.d. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Active in harassing fire by night on paths and roads.
(Hostile) Active against our planes but less active in night fire. Sniping: (Ours) 2 observed
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hits made by P.P.C.L.I. and one by 49th Battalion. Many other targets fired on but results
unobserved. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: 49th Battalion, Cpl. HALE and 2 O.Rs. covered
frontage from N.13.d.80.20 to N.14.c.05.05. Nothing special to report. Enemy Movement:
More than usual but observation very poor. Aircraft: (Ours) Very active during periods of
good visibility. (Hostile) Active about noon, mostly behind their own lines. General: At
9:30 p.m. the enemy attempted a bombing raid on our post at N.20.c.20.70., advancing in two
parties, one of six men, from directly in front, the other, four men from the left flank. Our
post opened up on them with rifle fire and the Lewis Gun ffrom the next post on the right also
fired. The parties then took cover in the ruins and crept up to within bombing distance. Our
Stokes opened up on the enemy trench on a scheduled shoot and the party then dispersed. It is
thought that casualties were inflicted as for 15 minutes after the parties returned, talking and
calling could be heard in the enemy trenches. Our casualties NIL. For 10 minutes before the
men were seen many flares were sent up from enemy trenches at this point.
Casualties: 49th Battalion 1 wounded.

Mon, Jan 7, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Normal. (Hostile) Normal. Trench Mortars:
(Ours) Stokes more active with excellent results. Poor visibility restricted activity of Heavy
and Mediums. (Hostile) Normal. Heavies and Mediums shelled ARGYLE and COTTON
Trenches at 9:45 a.m. and 11:45 a.m. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 8,000 rounds expended in
usual harassing fire during night. (Hostile) Less active. Sniping: (Ours) P.P.C.L.I. made
one observed hit. (Hostile) More active but no hits made. Patrols: (Ours) 49th Battalion,
had three patrols out during the night but had nothing of importance to report. Enemy
Movement: Normal. Visibility very poor. Aircraft: (Ours) Active during spells of good
visibility. (Hostile) Inactive. General: 6:55 a.m. bright red light flashing for some time well
in rear of enemy lines at 94½º T.B. from M.29.b.70.65.
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. visited the battalions in the line.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed 2 O.Rs. wounded.

Tue, Jan 8, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Slightly more active. Artillery: (Ours) Normal at night. More active by
day. (Hostile) More active. 215 77 mm, 10,5 cm. and 15 cm. shells distributed over the
usual targets. Between 9:00 and 10:00 p.m. M.30 shelled with gas and H.E. shells. Trench
Mortars: (Ours) More active. Stokes fired 139 rounds in retaliation and on selected targets
in N.20.c. and N.14.c. 60 rounds 6" Newtons fired on T.M. positions N.14.c.58.92. and
v65.78. At latter point ammunition dump was blown up. (Hostile) Normal. Wiring on
N.13.b. and d. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 8,000 rounds expended in usual harassing fire
during night. (Hostile) M.G. at N.13.d.85.65. silenced by rifle grenades. Sniping: (Ours)
P.P.C.L.I. had one observed hit. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: (Ours) One patrol from P.P.C.L.I.
and two from the 49th Battalion had nothing of special importance to report. Enemy
Movement: Slightly above normal in rear areas. Enemy Defences: Enemy Post located in
houses at N.20.b.40.57. M.G. Post at N.13.b.95.05. General: Gun or mortar lash at
N.21.b.1.5.

Wed, Jan 9, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Normal during night and day. (Hostile)
Normal. Usual activity on N.13.b. and d. CITE DE RIAUMONT and ADROIT Trench.
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Trench Mortars: (Ours) Stokes fired 167 rounds in retaliation for hostile light T.Ms. Also
on ALPACA Trench, N.20.c.40.70. and N.20.a. M.G. silenced at N.13.b.95.05. (Hostile)
Quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 8,000 rounds expended in usual harassing fire on roads
and paths. (Hostile) On right M.Gs. from N.20.a.15.95., 20.15. and FOSSE ST. LOUIS were
active. Quiet on left. Sniping: (Ours) One hit by P.P.C.L.I. Periscope broken at
N.20.c.80.20. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: P.P.C.L.I. four patrols were our [out] during the night
but had nothing of importance to report. Enemy Movement: Slightly above normal. Enemy
Defences: Screens observed at N.21.c.95.75., N.28.c.95.90. and N.15.b.80.70. Enemy post
at N.20.a.12.98. Suspected emplacement at N.15.a.08.40. Aircraft: (Ours) Active all
morning. (Hostile) 1:30 p.m. one low flying aeroplane crossed our lines in N.13.b. and
returned over N.19.b. Rest of E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] activity well behind their own lines.
General: After 1:00 a.m. red signal lamp used at 86º T.B. from N.29.b.70.55. At 6:15 a.m.
single red flare on our left front. Nothing unusual followed. Batteries firing on CITE ST.
PIERRE from approx. N.22.b.65.50. H.V. 10.5 cm. Battery firing from R.R. bank at 75º T.B.
from N.29.b.70.65.

Thu, Jan 10, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Slightly more active. Artillery: (Ours) Usual activity at night. More
active all day in counter battery work and destructive shoots with aeroplane observation.
(Hostile) Active in counter battery work in M.24.a. and c. and M.23.d. Hill 65 and CITE DE
RIAUMONT also shelled during morning. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Less active. (Hostile)
Quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire (Ours) 8,000 rounds expended in usual harassing fire. (Hostile)
More active than usual during night on front and support lines. Active against our aeroplanes.
Sniping: NIL. Patrols: P.P.C.L.I., three patrols were out from this Battalion. One of them
twice visited enemy post at N.20.a.25.28. with idea of capturing a prisoner. Post was found
unoccupied both times. Enemy Movement: Train and troop movement in rear areas above
normal. Enemy Defences: 3 small mounds with opening on west side at N.21.d.50.60. New
work at N.21.c.25.20.. Suspected M.G.E. [Machine Gun Emplacement] at N.11.d.70.15.
Medium T.M. seen firing at N.14.a.65.50. Aircraft: (Ours) Very active all day. (Hostile)
Less active and practically all well behind their own lines. General: 7:50 a.m. Signal station
at 101º T.B. (Approx. 0.32.d.70.20.) from M.29.b.70.65. was sending messages and receiving
answers from Station on FOSSE Chimney (thought to be FOSSE 2 in O.26.c.) at 93º T.B.
from M.29.b.70.65. 10:21 a.m. 3 white flares sent up near this place.
In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 127, attached as
appendix “2”, the inter-Battalion relief was carried out. The R.C.R. relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in
the right front line, the latter going into support area, LIEVIN. The 42nd Battalion relieved
the 49th Battalion in the left front line sector, the latter going into Brigade Reserve,
SOUCHEZ.
See Appendix “2”.

Fri, Jan 11, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Usual harassing fir fire by night. Our Heavies
active on LENS between 10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. (Hostile) More active at night on
CROCIDILE, AMULET and ALOOF Trenches. 201 rounds scattered shelling during the
day. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Stokes fired 101 rounds on selected targets in N.20.a., b and c.
(Hostile) Normal. 8,000 rounds expended on enemy tracks and areas of movement.
(Hostile) Active on left. Quiet on right. Patrols: Two patrols from R.C.R. our during night.
First patrol bombed an enemy working party and dispersed it. 2nd patrol found gap in enemy
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wire, went through and examined houses for 150 yards each side of gap. No enemy seen.
Enemy Movement: Visibility good and move [more] movement than usual of trains,
transport, and troops observed. General: Four searchlights used by enemy during night.
Two of these at 61º and 71º T.B. from M.29.b.70.65. apparently quite close to LENS. Lieut-
Colonel H. RUTHVEN, D.S.O. visited Brigade Headquarters. Brigadier General H. M.
DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. visited front line Battalions in morning.

Sat, Jan 12, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: More active in artillery counter-battery work. Artillery: (Ours)
Considerable amount of destructive and counter battery work carried on with aeroplane
observation. (Hostile) Considerable counter-battery work in vicinity of LIEVIN and CITE
ST.PIERRE. Also active on M.24.a. & c. BOIS DE RIAUMONT. Trench Mortars: (Ours)
Stokes fired 163 rounds on targets in N.14.c., N.20.a. & c. and in retaliation which effectively
stopped enemy light T.Ms. 6" Newtons fired 73 rounds on hostile T.Ms. in N.20.b.25.37.
and N.14.c.60.80. An explosion caused at first location. (Hostile) Less active. M.G. & Rifle
Fire: (ours) 9,000 rounds expended in usual harassing fire. (Hostile) Quiet. Sniping: 42nd
Battalion had one observed hit. (Hostile) NIL. Patrols: R.C.R. had two patrols out but
nothing of importance to report. 42nd Battalion had four patrols out during the night.
Nothing unusual, to report. Enemy Movement: Visibility good. Abnormal movement in rear
areas of trains, transport and troops. Enemy Defences: At N.11.c.10.90. house has square
hole in west end. Size about 3' x 1½' and 8' from ground. Suspected O.P. at N.21.d.50.60.
Two men were driven out by shelling, returned later and left again at 10:20 a.m.
Aircraft: (Ours) Very active. As many as 15 planes counted over German lines at one time.
At 2:30 p.m. two of them used their machine guns on enemy trenches in LENS. (Hostile) At
9:00 a .m. two planes crossed our lines but were quite high. 11:00 a.m. two crossed at about
3,000 feet and dropped white flares in front of our line at N.19.b.95.90. General: 9:25 a.m. at
T.B. 73½º from N.29.b.70.65., apparently about location of HARNES there appeared a dense
volume of smoke of huge dimensions. At first it was thought that this was caused by a fire
but it may have been an enemy smoke screen, or possibly smoke shells fired by our heavies.
A similar volume of smoke appeared in same location at 10:45 a.m. Brigadier Genera 1
RADCLIFFE, B.G.G.S Corps, visited Brigade and went over defence lines with Brigadier
Genearal H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.Rs. wounded.

Sun, Jan 13, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Usual harassing fire during night. Active on
counter-battery work during the day. 6" Hows. dispersed battery crew a t N.11.c.15.30.
(Hostile) Normal. 123 rounds of 77 mm., 4.1s &, 5.9s. principally on BOIS DE
RIAUMONT, LIEVIN, CITE DE MOULIN, HILL 65, N13.d. and N.19.a. Trench Mortars:
(Ours) Stokes fired 144 rounds on selected targets in N.20.a., b & c. and on N.14.c.30.30. in
effective retaliation for pineapples. 6" Newtons fired 73 rounds on enemy T.Ms. in
N.8.d.88.38., 80.10. and N.14.c.60.80. Enemy T.M. at N.8.d.88.38. silenced. (Hostile)
Normal. About 50 rounds H.T.M. on N.19.b. and N.13.d. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 9,250
rounds expended in usual harassing fire on enemy tracks, paths and areas of movement.
(Hostile) Quiet on left. Active on right Front and Support lines. Active against our
aeroplanes. Sniping: (Ours). One observed hit by 42nd Battalion (Hostile) Using a fixed
rifle from approx. N.20.b.10.10. Patrols: R.C.R. Two patrols out during night. 2nd Patrol
when near some ruined houses were discovered and bombs thrown at them. Patrol threw
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eighteen bombs and then retired. It is thought casualties were inflicted on enemy, as
considerable noise and groaning was heard. 42nd Battalion had six patrols out but nothing
unusual to report. Enemy Movement: Visibility good. Movement of trains, transport and
troops less than previous two days though still above normal. Enemy Defences: New wire on
top of GREEN CRASSIER at approx. N.20.c.90.50. Heavy barbed wire in front of trench
from N.20.a.25.24. to 44.85. New work at N.21.c.25.75. New chalk plainly visible. Aircraft:
(Ours) Very active all day. (Hostile) Active. 7:30 a.m. one E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] over our
lines for 15 minutes, dropped 4 white flares. Three others crossed lines between 8:00 a.m.
and 10:00 a.m. At 4:15 p.m. 2 planes crossed our lines. General: The Brigade Major, the
two Staff Captains, Bombing and Signalling Officers of 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade
visited Brigade and went over our lines getting information for relief.

Mon, Jan 14, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) More active. Destructive shoot on FOSSE
ST. LOUIS, during morning. (Hostile) Slightly more active on the usual targets and in
counter battery work. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Active on hostile T.Ms. in N.14.c.55.95. and
60.88. with good results. (Hostile) Quiet except in vicinity of ST. LOUIS CRATER. MacG.
& Rifle Fire: (Ours) 9,250 rounds expended in normal night firing. (Hostile) Normal. On
right front bursts were fired during the day on our front line. This is unusual. Sniping:
(Ours) Three targets fired on but results unobserved. (Hostile) NIL. Patrols: (Ours) R.C.R.
One patrol of 5 O.Rs. met a German patrol of six men whom they immediately attacked. The
Germans hastily withdrew to their own line from where heavy machine gun fire was directed
against our men. Two other patrols had nothing of importance to report. 42nd Battalion:
Three patrols out, but nothing unusual occurred. Enemy Movement: Less than usual.
Enemy Defences: Trench Mortar observed firing from N.19.b.99.50. Suspected enemy
M.G.E.[Machine Gun Emplacement] at 0.13.c.15.05. Aircraft: Inactive owing to poor
visibility. General: Noticeable increase in use of flares during the night. Signal light being
used at 55º T.B. from M.29.b.70.65.

Tue, Jan 15, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Increase in harassing fire during night due to
suspected relief. Normal during day. (Hostile) Normal on our lines. Active in counter
battery work. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Very effective in retaliation and also effective in
destructive shoots on enemy T.Ms. (Hostile) Active at 1:10 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. on ST.
LOUIS CRATER and vicinity. Effectively silenced by our T.Ms. and artillery.
M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) 10,750 rounds expended in harassing fire. (Hostile) Quiet.
Sniping: (Ours) Several targets fired at but results unobserved. (Hostile) NIL. Patrols:
(Ours) Two patrols out. One patrol near enemy wire were fired at and bombed. Enemy very
alert. 42nd Battalion: Two patrols out but nothing unusual to report except that enemy very
much on the alert. Enemy Movement: Visibility poor. Movement normal. Enemy Defences:
T.M. observed firing from approximately N.14.c.25.22. Aircraft: NIL. General: At 11:15
a.m. enemy strafed our lines from N.20.a.00.50. to AVION with medium and heavy T.Ms.
continuing for about 15 minutes. Our artillery and T.Ms. retaliated heavily and enemy soon
stopped. Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) visited the front line
Battalions.

Wed, Jan 16, 1918
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Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active in harassing fire during the night. Not
as active as usual during the day. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Stokes fired 92 rounds on selected
targets in N.20.c. and 20 rounds in retaliation for Medium T.Ms. 6" Newtons fired 90 rounds
on enemy T.Ms. at N.14.c.59.97. and N.20.b.3.4. At first location enemy T.Ms. silenced and
at second material and lumber was seen to be thrown into the air. (Hostile) Light T.Ms. fired
about 22 rounds on N.20.a.1.2. and N.20.a.15.50. 10 medium T.Ms. on ADROIT Trench.
M.G. and Rifle Fire: (Ours) Not so active as usual because of relief. (Hostile) Not so active
as usual. Scattered bursts on front line and roads.
Sniping: Nil. Patrols: Night 16/17th. Nil. Enemy Movement: Some train movement
noticed in vicinity of CARVIN and BILLY MONTIGNY. Also on DOUAI Line. Much
individual movement along ESQUIMALT Road. Party seen at building N.16.a.2.8. and
dispersed by our artillery. Movement also noticed about FOSSE 21. New earth and chalk
noticed near this FOSSE. Aircraft: Nil. General: Enemy seemed nervous along our front,
sending up numerous flares during night.
In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.128, attached as
Appendix “3”. the P.P.C.L.I. from Brigade Support, LIEVIN relieved the R.C.R. in the front
line, right sub-section. The R.C.R. moved into Divisional Reserve, SOUCHEZ, into billets
vacated by the 49th Battalion . The 49th Battalion from Divisional Reserved, SOUCHEZ,
relieved the 42nd Battalion in the front line, left sub-section. The 42nd Battalion moved into
Brigade Support, LIEVIN, and took over area vacated by P.P.C.L.I.
See Appendix “3”.

Thu, Jan 17, 1918
Major General LIPSETT, C.B., C.M.G., visited Brigade Headquarters. Attitude of Enemy:
Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Occasional salvos from our field guns and Hows. (Hostile)
LIEVIN, CITE DE LA PLAINE and CITE DES BUREAUX received some attention. Few
shells into M.23.d. and M.18.d. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Our light T.Ms. fired 161 rounds
harassing fire. 6" Newtons fired 42 rounds on suspected T.Ms. at N.14.b.75.40. and
N.14.b.25.32. (Hostile) Activity very slight, Only few pineapples on front line near ST.
LOUIS CRATER from direction of GREEN CRASSIER. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Usual
harassing fire. (Hostile) Occasional bursts from vicinity N.20.c.60.75. Short bursts at 4:30
p.m. enfilading LENS-LIEVIN Road. Sniping: P.P.C.L.I. Snipers made one hit on man in
FOSSE ST. LOUIS.
(Hostile) Nil. Patrols: Night 17/18th P.P.C.L.I. had 4 patrols out during the night. Enemy
trenches thought to be in bad condition as he could be heard wading through mud and water.
No encounters with enemy took place. Enemy seems to be doing no patrolling of NO Man’s
Land.
Enemy Movement: Visibility was very low and observation difficult, but 4 men were seen
entering trench or dugout N.20.a.95.65. Enemy Defence: Cement structure probably M.G.E.
[Machine Gun Emplacement] at N.28.c.60.65. Dugouts suspected at N.14.c.2.1. and
N.14.c.1.4., as smoke was seen coming from these places during the day.

Fri, Jan 18, 1918
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., visited both Battalions in the line. Major
VANDERBURGS [Van Den Berg], 3rd Canadian Division visited Brigade Headquarters and
looked over the forward area. Attitude of Enemy: More active than usual. Artillery: (Ours)
Occasional bursts of 18 pdrs., and retaliation by heavies for enemy artillery fire. (Hostile)
More active than usual, searching and sweeping in LIEVIN, apparently looking for our
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batteries. HILL 65, BOIS DE RIAUMONT, the LENS-LIEVIN Road and M.23.a. and d.
were shelled with 5.9s. and 4.1s. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Light T.Ms. fired 188 rounds in
retaliation of enemy T.Ms. and against FOSSE ST. LOUIS and houses near enemy front line.
Our Heavy T.Ms. fired 15 rounds against N.14.d.85.98. and N.15.a. M.G. & Rifle Fire:
(Ours) Our M.Gs. fired 12,000 rounds harassing fire. (Hostile) Slight activity during the
night. Active against our planes during the day. Sniping: P.P.C.L.I. Snipers claim one hit at
N.20.c.30.85. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: P.P.C.L.I. Patrol examined wire from N.20.c.1?.50. to
N.20.c.55.60. Wire is double apron, screw stakes. Patrol returned at 9:20 p.m. At 11:00 p.m.
patrol examined cellars of houses at N.20.a.14.17. Cellars found vacant. Were formerly
occupied by our troops. Patrol returned at 11:30 p.m. Enemy Movement: Continual
individual movement on CANADA and ESQUIMALT Roads. Work going on at N.21.c.4.8.
Artillery notified and dealt with it. Aircraft: Active on both sides. General: Usual number
of flares during the night.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 Officers, Lieut. ALDERIDGE
wounded and Lieut. A. .B PROVEN accidentally wounded.

Sat, Jan 19, 1918
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) attended conference at 3rd Canadian
Division. Captain W. B. HERRIDGE and Captain HALIN, 4th Canadian Division visited
Brigade Headquarters. Attitude of Enemy: Quiet but alert. Artillery: (Ours) Increased
activity and retaliation for enemy shelling of LIEVIN. (Hostile) Counter Battery work
against our batteries in LIEVIN. More shelling than usual throughout the day in our area.
Trench Mortars: (Ours) Our L.T.Ms. fired 168 rounds harassing fire and against enemy
T.Ms. 6" Newtons fired 30 rounds against enemy T.Ms. (Hostile) H.T.Ms. into N.13.d. at
long intervals. A few darts near LENS-LIEVIN Road. Medium T.Ms. active on junction
ADROIT and ARBYLE Trenches. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Our M.Gs. fired 13,000
rounds. (Hostile) Active against our aircraft. Otherwise inactive. Sniping: (Ours)
P.P.C.L.I. Snipers fired on several targets. Two known hits. Patrols: (Ours) Night 19/20th.
Patrol of 1 Officer and 1 O.R. left our post at N.20.a.26.53. soon after dark and brought in
papers from body of German sniped in No Man’s Land at 7:30 a.m. Identification 9th Co.,
3rd Battn. 99th R.I.R. , 220th Division. Patrol of 1 Officer and 1 O.R. found dead german in
ruins at N.20.a.2.2. Flares sent up by enemy from N.20.a.5.3. One German seen at
N.20.a.25.25. Enemy Movement: Movement of men on NOYELLES Road was dealt with by
our artillery.
Casualties: 42nd Battalion 1 O.R. killed. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion 1 Officer Captain
C.G. MEAD, M.C. killed.

Sun, Jan 20, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet but alert. Artillery: (Ours) Active all day. Enemy batteries
engaged. (Hostile) More active than usual. Several batteries seen firing and reported to our
artillery which engaged them. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Our L.T.Ms. fired 111 rds. Our
H.T.Ms. were also active. (Hostile) 20 H.T.Ms. near ST. LOUIS CRATER during the
morning. Slight activity medium and L.T.Ms. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Our M.Gs. fired
6;000 rds. Lewis gun on left Co. front engaged party seen leaving dugout at N.20.c.2.1. One
hit observed. Sniping: (Ours) Several shots fired. Results could not be observed. (Hostile)
Several shots. No hits. Enemy Movement: More than usual. Trains seen shunting near
DOREGES and CARVIN. Many parties seen on roads in enemy back country. Aircraft:
Patrol activity on both sides. Enemy Defences: Good visibility enables our observers to
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locate several gun pits and concrete structures, probably M.G.Es. Relief: The 49th Battalion
was relieved in that part of the line from LENS-BETHUNE Road N.13.b.65.45. to the
Railway Cutting at N.13.b.65.00. inclusive by the 42nd Battalion as per 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Operation Order No. 129, attached as Appendix “4”. The Brigade was relieved in the
remainder of the line by the 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade as per 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Operation Order No. 130. Brigade Headquarters after the relief opened at SAINS-
EN-GOHELLE. Disposition of Battalions were as follows: P.P.C.L.I., SOUCHEZ CAMP,
R.C.R., LE PENDU HUTS, 42nd Battalion FOSSE 10. 49th Battalion AIX NOULETTE, 7th
Cdn. T.M. Bty. FOSSE 10.
See Appendix “4”
See Appendix “5”

Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Jan 21, 1918
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) visited the R.C.R. at LE PENDU. In
accordance with Operation Order No. 129, attached as appendix “4” the 42nd Battalion
moved from FOSSE 10 to NOUEX Les MINES.
See Appendix “4”.

Tue, Jan 22, 1918
In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 129, attached as
appendix “4”, Brigade Headquarters moved from SAINS-EN-GOHELLE to COUPIGNY
CHATEAU. The P.P.C.L.I. moved from SOUCHEZ to BOIS de FROISSART. The 49th
Battalion moved from NOULETTE HUTS to COUPIGNY HUTS and the 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty.
moved from FOSSE 10 to COUPIGNY HUTS. On completion of move the distribution of
Units was as follows: 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Headquarters, COUPIGNY CHATEAU,
R.C.R., BOIS DES ALLEUX, P.P.C.L.I., BOIS DE FROISSART, 42nd Battalion NOEUX
LES MINES, 49th Battalion, COUPIGNY HUTS, 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty., COUPIGNY HUTS.
See Appendix “4”.

Wed, Jan 23 to Thu, Jan 31, 1918
During this period the Brigade was in Army Reserve. Units carried on work on rearward lines
of defence from BERTHONVAL WOOD to NOEUX LES MINES. Training was carried on,
the training days alternating with days when work was done. Considerable opportunity for
recreation was afforded by organized sports, such as foot-ball and indoor base-ball games
between Units. The P.P.C.L.I. Concert party did splendid work at the Y.M.C.A. Hut,
COUPIGNY.
Jan. 23rd: The Intelligence Officers of Brigade and of the Battalions visited the Sound
Ranging Station, SOUCHEZ.
Jan. 25th. Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar), Major A. O. MEREDITH,
D.S.O., Brigade Major and 50 Officers of the Brigade attended lecture on Intelligence at
BRUAY.
Jan. 31st. Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) visited the R.C.R. at LE
PENDU CAMP. A conference of Intelligence Officers was held at Brigade Headquarters.

[War Diary signed by Brigadier General Hugh. M. Dyer]



11

APPENDIX “1”

SECRET

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 126. No. 1

1. Battalion reliefs will take place as follows:-

Night 4/5 January.

The P.P.C.L.I. from Divisional Reserve SOUCHEZ will relieve the R.C.R. in
the front line Right Subsection. On completion of relief the R.C.R. will move into
Brigade Support, LIEVIN, and take over the area vacated by the 49th Battalion.

The 49th Battalion from Brigade Support, LIEVIN, will relieve the 49th
Battalion in the front line Left Subsection. On completion of relief the 42nd

Battalion will move into Divisional Reserve, SOUCHEZ and take over the camp
vacated by the P.P.C.L.I.

2. Details of relief will be arranged directly between Officers Commanding
concerned.

3. The P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd Battalion will be transported part of the way to and
from the trenches by the light railway under arrangements to be made by the Staff
Captain, A. &. Q. (the P.P.C.L.I. will not arrive at LIEVIN before 5.15 p.m.)

4. The following code words will be used:-

SHERRY - relief completed.
SCOTCH - move completed.

5. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A O Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
31-12-17. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

issued to:-

R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
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42nd Battalion
49th Battalion
7th T.M. Battery
9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
10th Canadian Infantry Brigade
14th C.F.A. Brigade
7th Field Coy C.E.
Staff Captain A. & Q.
3rd Canadian Division
war diary

________________________________________

APPENDIX “2”

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 127. Copy No. 17.

1. Battalion reliefs will take pla ce as follows:-

Night 10th/11th January.

The R.C.R. from Brigade Support, LIEVIN will relieve the P.P.C.L.I. in the
Front Line, Right Sub-Section. On completion of relief the P.P.C.L.I. will move into
Brigade Support, LIEVIN, and take over the area vacated by the 49th Canadian
Battalion.

The 42nd Canadian Battalion from Divisional Reserve SOUCHEZ will relieve
the 49th Canadian Battalion in the Front Line, Left Sub-Section. On completion of
relief the 49th Canadian Battalion will move into Divisional Reserve, SOUCHEZ, and
take over the camp vacated by the 42nd Canadian Battalion.

2. Details of relief will be arranged directly between Officers Commanding
concerned.

3. The 42nd Canadian Battalion and the 49th Canadian Battalion will be
transported between LIEVIN JUNCTION and NAPOO CORNER by the Light
Railway, under arrangements to be made by the Staff Captain “A” & “Q”.

4. The 42nd Canadian Battalion are not to arrive at LIEVIN before 5.15 p.m.
5. The following code words will be used:-

MARY - Relief completed.
JANE - Move completed.

6. ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Signed) Ernie Osborne

Captain,
for Brigade major,

8-1-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Battalion.
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Issued through Signals at ___.

Issued to:-

1. 3rd Canadian Division “G”.
2. R.C.R.
3. P.P.C.L.I.
4. 42nd Canadian Battalion.
5. 49th Canadian Battalion.
6. 7th Canadian T.M. Bty.
7. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
8. 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
9. 14th C.F.A. Bde.

10. 7th Field Co. C.E.
11. Staff Captain “A” & “Q”
12. C.R.A. – 5th Canadian Division.
13. D.T.M.O. – 5th Canadian Division.
14. Office Copy.

15- 17. War Diary.

_____________________________________

Appendix “3”

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 128. Copy No. 17.

1. Battalion reliefs will take place as follows:-

Night 16th/17th. January.

The P.P.C.L.I. from Brigade Support, LIEVIN will relieve the R.C.R. in the f
ront line, Right Sub-section. On completion of relief the R.C.R. will move into
Divisional Reserve, SOUCHEZ and take over the billets vacated by the 49th Battalion.

2. The 49th Canadian Battalion from Divisional Reserve SOUCHEZ will relieve
the 42nd Canadian Battalion in the f ront line, left Sub-section. On completion of relief
the 42nd Canadian Battalion will move into Brigade Support, LIEVIN, and take over
the area vacated by the P.P.C.L.I.

3. Details of relief will be arranged directly between Officers Commanding
concerned.

4. The 49th Canadian Battalion and the R.C.R. will be transported between LENS
JUNCTION, and RED HILL SIDING by the light railway under arrangements to be
made by the Staff Captain “A” & “Q”.
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5. The 49th Canadian Battalion will not arrive at LIEVIN before 5.15 p.m.

6. The following code words will be used :-

SISTER - Relief completed.
SUSIE - Move completed.

7. Acknowledge.

(Signed) Ernie Osborne

Captain,
for Brigade Major,

14-1-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at ___.

Issued to:-

1. 3rd Canadian Division.
2.R.C.R.
3. P.P.C.L.I.
4. 42nd Canadian Battalion.
5. 49th Canadian Battalion.
6. 7th Canadian T.M. Bty.
7. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
8. 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
9. 14th C.F.A. Bde.

10. 7th Field Co. C.E.
11. Staff Captain “A” & “Q”
12. C.R.A. – 5th Canadian Division.
13. D.T.M.O. – 5th Canadian Division.
14. Office Copy.

15- 17. War Diary.
18. Town Major –LIEVIN.

_____________________________________

APPENDIX “4”

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 129. Copy No. 27.

Reference Map :-

Sheet 36C., S.W.1., 1/10,000.
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Sheet 36B., S.E. 1/20,000.
Sheet 36B., N.E. 1/20,000.
Sheet 51C., N.E. 1/20,000

1. The 3rd Canadia n Division will be relieved in the line by the 1st Canadian
Division and the 4th Cana dian Division, relief to be completed by 6.00 a.m. January
23rd.

2. The Brigade will be relieved in the LENS Sector, N.26.a.3.6. to N.13.b.6.4. by
the 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade, relief to be complete by 6.00 a.m. January 21st.

3. Command of the Sector will pass to the G.O.C. 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade
upon completion of relief of the Front Line Battalions.

4. On completion of relief the Brigade, (less one Battalion) will move to the
NOULETTE-SAINS Area. On completion of move units will be at Bois des
ALLEUX – Bois des FROISSART – COUPIGNY HUTS – NOEUX Les MINES.

5. Moves and reliefs will take place in accordance with the attached march table.

6. Details of relief will be arranged directly between Officers’ Commanding Units
concerned.

7. Completion of relief will be reported immediately to Brigade Headquarters,
using the code phrase, -

“Your B.M.R. 75 received at____”.

Arrival in billets and completion of move will be notified by wire in clear.

8. Maps – Defence Schemes – Aeroplane photos – Log Books – Codes and trench
stores will be handed over to incoming units and receipts obtained. Battalions in the
line will also prepare and hand over a report showing condition of trenches, and wire
programme of work, and all important details of information concerning the line and
enemy attitude.

9. Administrative instructions will be issued by the Staff Captain “A” & “Q”.
Transportation by Light Railway between LIEVIN and FOSSE 10 will be arranged if
possible.

10. Brigade Headquarters will close at LIEVIN and open at Billet No. 52, SAINS-
EN-GOHELLE upon completion of relief of Front Line Battalions, night 20/21st.

On the 22nd Brigade Headquarters will close at SAINS-EN-GOHELLE at
11.00 a.m. and open same hour at COUPIGNY CHATEAU.

11. ACKN OWLEDGE.

(Signed) Ernie Osborne
Captain,
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for Brigade Major,
16-1-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at_____.

Issued to –

1 – 2. 3rd Canadian Division “G”.
3. 3rd Canadian Division “Q”.
4. A.P.M. 3rd Canadian Division.

5 – 6. 4th Canadian Division.
7. R.C.R.
8. P.P.C.L.I.
9. 42nd Canadian Bn. (R.H.C.)

10. 49th Canadian Bn. (E.R.)
11. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
12. 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
13. 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
14. Canadian Corps “G”.
15. 5th Canadian Divl. Artillery.
16. D.M.G.O. 3rd Canadian Division.
17. G.O.C.
18. Staff Captain “A” & “Q”.
19. Staff Captain “I”.
20. Brigade Signal Officer.
21. 3rd Canadian Divl. Train.
22. No. 2 Coy. 3rd Cdn. Divl. Train.
23. A.D.M.S.
24. D.A.D.P.S. Canadian Corps.
25. C.R.E. 3rd Canadian Division.
26. 7th Field Co. C.E.

27 – 29. War diary.
30. 7th Cdn. T. M. Bty.

________________________________________

March Table

________________________________________

APPENDIX “5”

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 130. Copy No. 9 .

Reference Map –
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36C., S.W.1. – 1/10,000.

1. In accordance with 3rd Canadian Division G.147/5 dated 19-1-18.

2. The 49th Canadian Battalion will be relieved in that part of the line from
LENS-BETHUNE Road, (N.13.b.65.45.), to the Railway cutting at N.13.b.65.00
inclusive, by the 43nd [43rd] Canadian Battalion, 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

The relief to be completed by 6.00 p.m. tomorrow 20th instant.

3. The responsibility of this portion of the line including the Railway Cutting will
devolve upon the 43rd Canadian Battalion from 6.00 p.m. 20th instant.

4. Details of relief will be arranged directly between Officers Commanding Units
concerned.

5. Completion of relief will be wired immediately to Brigade Headquarters using
the code phrase –

“Your B.M. R. 130 received at___.

6. ACKNOWLEDGE.

(Signed) Ernie Osborne
Captain,

for Brigade Major,
19-1-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at ____.

Issued to –
1. 49th Canadian Battalion.
2. 9th Canadia n Infantry Brigade.
3. 3rd Canadian Division “G”.
4. 3rd Canadian Division “Q”.
5. 11th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
6. 43rd Canadian Battalion.
7. Staff Captain “I”.
8. Office Copy.

9 -11. War Diary.

______________________________________

Reference Map Sheet 36B., Scale 1/10,000.

Fri, Feb 1 to Thu, Feb 14, 1918
During this period the Brigade was in Army Reserve. Brigade Headquarters at COUPIGNY
CHATEAU, Q.11.c.95.70. R.C.R., at LE PENDU HUTS, Headquarters W.30.d.20.60.
P.P.C.L.I. at BOIS DE FROISSART, Headquarters Q.12.d.30.20. 42nd Battalion at NOEUX
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LES MINES, Headquarters K.18.b.50.05. 49th Battalion at COUPIGNY HUTS,
Headquarters at Q.11.c.70.50.

Training begun during the latter part of the last month was continued, and work on the
wiring of lines of defence in rear areas between BERTHONVAL WOOD and NOEUX LES
MINES carried on. Civil training was started, and classes in agriculture and civics instituted
in all the Battalions, under the supervision of Lieut. A. E. POTTS, P.P.C.L.I., who was
attached to Brigade Headquarters for that purpose. In accordance with instructions received
from 3rd Canadian Division representatives of all Units of the Brigade reconnoitred the lines
of resistance from the red line rearwards, in case of the Brigade having to man these lines in
an emergency. Recreation was provided by various concert parties: The Y.Ms., the
DUMBELLS, and the P.P.C.L.I. Concert Co., being much appreciated by all ranks. The
exceptionally mild weather was suitable for outdoor sports, and considerable football, indoor
baseball, etc., was engaged in by all ranks.

Feb. 1st: Brigadier-General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) inspected the
P.P.C.L.I.

Feb. 1st to 3rd: Party of 6 Officers, and ?????? Staff Captain “I” Brigade and 6 O.Rs.
from the Brigade visited Special Works Park, R.E., at WIMEREUX and attended
demonstration of use of camouflage.

Feb. 2nd: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O (bar) inspected 49th
Battalion.

Feb. 5th: Lieut. F. BARBER, D.C.M., Brigade Signal Officer inspected the Signal
Section of the 42nd Battalion.

Feb. 5th to 9th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O (bar) visited
CAMIERS and attended Machine Gun Demonstration at Lewis Gun Branch, G.H.Q., Small
Arms School.

Feb. 6th: Lieut. F. BARBER, D.C.M., Brigade Signal Officer inspected the Signal
Section of the 49th Battalion.

Feb. 7th: Lieut. F. BARBER, D.C.M., Brigade Signal Officer inspected the Signal
Section of the P.P.C.L.I.

Feb. 9th: Lieut. L. W. C. MEIKLE, 44th Canadian Infantry Battalion reported at
Brigade Headquarters ands assumed duties of Orderly Officer vice Lieut. R. HARRISON
seconded for duty with the Imperial Service. Captain W. J. WILBY, M.C., Staff Captain “I”
Brigade, inspected P.P.C.L.I. Scout Section.

Feb. 10th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) and Major A. O.
MEREDITH, D.S.O., Brigade Major, reconnoitred area about MARQUEFFLES FARM with
a view of carrying out Staff Ride for Commanding Officers, Seconds in Command, and
Adjutants. Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) inspected Brigade
Headquarters Transport, billets, etc.

Feb. 11th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) inspected the 42nd
Battalion at NOEUX LES MINES, Major General L. J. LIPSETT, C.B., C.M.G., G.O.C. 3rd
Canadian Division visited Brigade Headquarters and was also present at the inspection.
Lieut. F. BARBER, D.C.M., Brigade Signal Officer inspected Signal Section of the R.C.R.
Capt. W. J. WILBY, M.C., Staff Captain “I” Brigade inspected Scout Section of the 49th
Battalion.

Feb. 12th: Staff Ride was carried out under supervision of Brigadier General H. M.
DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) in vicinity of MARQUEFFLES FARM. Major A. O.
MEREDITH, D.S.O., and Captain X. E. OSBORNE, Commanding Officers of Battalions,
Seconds in Command of Battalions and Adjutants took part.
Capt. W. J. WILBY, M.C., Staff Captain “I” Brigade inspected the Scout Section of the 42nd
Battalion.
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Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) and Brigade Headquarter Staff
attended concert by “DUMBELLS” at Y.M.C.A. Hut, near Cup Yard, COUPIGNY in the
evening. The concert was enjoyed by everyone present.
Major General A. C. MACDONELL, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O, G.O.C. 1st Canadian Division
and Brigadier General W. A. GRIESBACH, D.S.O., G.O.C. 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade
called at Brigade Headquarters.

Feb. 13th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) inspected the R.C.R.
at LE PENDU. Captain T. B. MALONE, 49th Battalion attached to Brigade Headquarters as
“Learner” - in staff duties.

Mon, Feb 15 to Thu, Feb 21, 1918
Brigade in Army Reserve. Work and training carried on as during the early part of the month.
Civil training classes were continued in the various Units.

Feb. 16th: P.P.C.L.I. carried out counter attack practices near MARQUEFFLES
FARM at 6:00 a.m. Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) and
representatives of Brigade Staff attended. Staff Captain “I” Brigade attended conference of
Intelligence Officers at Divisional Headquarters, AUCHEL.

COUPIGNY was shelled by gun in the vicinity of BAUVIN, about 30 rounds falling
near the Fosse and Station during the morning.

Feb. 18th: HERSIN COUPIGNY was again shelled during the early part of the night
18/19th.

Feb. 19th: Major General L. J. LIPSETT, C.B., C.M.G., G.O.C. 3rd Canadian
Division called at Brigade Headquarters and stayed to lunch. Lieut Colonel R. H. PALMER,
D.S.O., Lieut. Colonel , C. R. E. WILLETS, D.S.O., 49th Battalion and R.C.R. respectively
and Major C. J. T. STEWART, D.S.O., P.P.C.L.I. had lunch at Brigade Headquarters.

Feb. 21st: The Brigade moved into Divisional Reserve vide 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Operation Order No.131, attached as Appendix “1”. On completion of the move
Brigade Headquarters were at VILLERS-AU-BOIS, X.19.a.80.15. R.C.R. at VILLERS-AU-
BOIS, Headquarters at X.25.a.10.90. P.P.C.L.I., at NEUVILLE St. VAAST, Headquarters at
A.3.c.50.60. 42nd Battalion, VILLERS-au-BOIS, Headquarters at X.19.c.95.7.5. 49th
Battalion at NEUVILLE-ST. VAAST, Headquarters, A.2.d.9.5., 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty., at
VILLERS-AU-BOIS, Headquarters at X.19.c.75.85. Transport Lines of Units werec at
F.11.1c.4.0.

Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar), dined at Canadian Corps,
CAMBLAIN L’ABBE.
See Appendix “1”

Fri, Feb 22 to Thu, Feb 28, 1918
The Brigade remained in Divisional Reserve during this period. Training was continued in all
Units.

Feb. 23rd: Brigadier-General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) vi sited the
P.P.C.L.I. and the 49th Battalion.

Feb. 24th: Competition was held at Corps School, PERNES, for Battalion Scout
Sections. Under supervision of Major N. A. D. ARMSTRONG, M.C., Sniping Instructor,
Corps School. The shooting of the 42nd and 49th Battalion Scouts Section were
exceptionally good.
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Feb. 25th: Major A. P. O. MEREDITH, D.S.O., Brigade Major, reconnoitred the forward
area. Staff Captain “I” Brigade inspected the R.C.R. Scout Section.
Feb 26th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar), Major A. P. O.
MEREDITH, Brigade Major, Captain E. OSBORNE, and members of the Brigade Staff as
well as Officers from all Units in the Brigade attended lecture by SIR JULIAN BYNG, on
“CAMBRAI” at the Theatre, CAMBLIN L’ ABBE.

Feb. 27th: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) and the
Commanding Officers of Battalions visited FERFAY.

Feb. 28th: Brigadier Genera l H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) inspected Billets
and Transport of the 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty., and visited the R.C.R.

[War Diary signed by R H Palmer Lt. Col. for Brigadier General Cmmdg. 7th Canadian
Infantry Brigade.]

APPENDIX “1”.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 131. Copy No. 29.

1. The 3rd Canadia n Division will relieve the 2nd Canadian Division in the
MERICOURT and AVION sections. The Infantry relief will be completed by 6.00
a.m. 21st February.

2. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will move to the VILLERS-AU-BOIS –
NEUVILLE ST. VAAST Area, Divisional Reserve on the 21st February.

3. Moves will take place in accordance with the attached March Table.
4. Units will arrange that Advance Billeting Parties arrive at the camps in the new area at

9.00 a.m. on the 21st February.
5. Completion of moves will be wired to Brigade Headquarters.
6. Brigade Headquarters will close at the Chateau COUPIGNY at 2.00 p.m., 21st

February and open at VILLERS AU BOIS, (X.19.a.5.4.) at the same hour.
7. ACKNOWLEDGE.

A O. Meredith,
Major,

Brigade Major,
?-2-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at ____.

Copies to :-

1-2. 3rd Canadian Division “G”.
3. 3rd Canadian Division “Q”.
4. 2nd Canadian Division “G”.
5. R.C.R.
6. P.P.C.L.I.
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7. 42nd Canadian Battalion (R.H.C.)
8. 49th Canadian Battalion (E.R.)
9. 7th Canadian Trench Mortar Battery.

10. 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
11. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
12. 6th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

13. 10th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
14. 3rd Canadian Divl. Artillery.
15. G.O.C.
16. Staff Captain “A” & “Q”.
17. Staff Captain “I”.
18. Brigade Signal Officer.
19. Brigade Bombing Officer.
20. 3rd Canadian Divl. Artillery.
21. 3rd Canadian Divl. Train.
22. No. 2 Coy. 3rd Cdn. Divl. Train.
23. A.D.M.S. – 3rd Canadian Division.
24. 10th Canadian Field Ambulance.
25. A.D.P.S., Canadian Corps.
26. 7th Field Compa ny, C.E.
27. A.P.M. – Canadian Corps.
28. A.P.M. – 3rd Canadian Division.

29 -32. War Diary.

_______________________________________________

Appendix to 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No. 131.

_______________________________________________

Reference Maps. 36B., 36C., 51B., and 51C., Scale 1/20,000.

Fri, Mar 1, 1918 to Tue, Mar 5, 1918
During this period the Brigade was in Divisional Reserve. Training was carried on and
preparations made for taking over the AVION Sector.

Mch.1st: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) proceeded on leave to
England. Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., 49th Battalion, took over command of the
Brigade during absence of General DYER. The 42nd Battalion relieved the 49th Battalion
and the R.C.R. relieved the P.P.C.L.I. as per 7th Canadian Infantry Battalion Operation Order
No.132, attached as Appendix “1”. Disposition of Brigade on completion of relief as follows:
Brigade Headquarters at VILLERS-AU-BOIS, X.19.a.80.15. R.C.R. at NEUVILLE ST.
VAAST, Headquarters at A.3.c.50.60. P.P.C.L.I. at VILLERS-AU-BOIS, Headquarters at
X.25.a.10.90. 42nd Battalion, at VEUVILLE ST. VAAST [NEUVILLE ST. VAAST] ,
Headquarters at A.2.d.9.5. 49th Battalion at VILLERS-AU-BOIS, Headquarters at
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X.19.c.95.75. 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty., were at F.11.c.4.0. 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty. Transport Lines at
VILLERS-AU-BOIS.
See Appendix “1”

Mch. 2nd: A lecture on “Tanks” was given by Lieut. Colonel, PIGGOTT, D.S.O.,
M.C., Commanding No. 11 Battalion Tanks, at the Y.M.C.A., VILLERS-AU-BOIS. The
Acting G.O.C. of the Brigade Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., was present, also Major
A. O. MEREDITH, D.S.O., and other Staff Officers of the Brigade.

Mch. 3rd: Lieut. Colonel PIGGOTT, D.S.O., M.C., Commanding No.11 Battalion
Tanks, called at Brigade Headquarters and conferred with Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER,
D.S.O., reference the attack practice by Tanks and Infantry.

Mch. 4th: Attack practice Tanks and Infantry carried out neat BERTHONVAL
FARM. Three Tanks went “Over the top” followed by one Company 49th Battalion. The
P.P.C.L.I. and 7th Cdn. T.M. Bty., witnessed the demonstration as did also details from the
other Units of the Brigade. Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., was present.

Mch. 5th: Units of the Brigade completed preparations for taking over the line,
AVION Sector from the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Wed, Mar 6, 1918
A conference of Brigade Intelligence Officers was held at 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade
Headquarters at 10:00 a.m. at THELUS. In the evening the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade
relieved the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the AVION Sector, vide 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade operation Order No.133, attached as Appendix “2”. Relief was completed at 10:20
p.m. Dispositions were as per trace attached as Appendix “3”.
During the night 6/7th: Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery and Machine Guns carried out
the usual harassing fire. Patrols covered Brigade front during night, but had nothing unusual
to report. General: 7:30 to 8:00 p.m. enemy signal lamp seen flashing apparently from the
Slag Heap in O.23.a.
See Appendix “2” & “3”

Thu, Mar 7, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Carried our usual harassing fire during the
night. (Hostile) The enemy threw a few T.M. gas shells on our centre front line. Enemy
T.Ms. active in the p.m. Visibility was very poor, so only slight enemy movement observed.
Aircraft: (Ours) Very active patrolling our front. (Hostile) No enemy planes crossed our
lines. Patrols: Six patrols were out during the night but had nothing to report.
General: Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., visited the front line during the morning.
Major General L. J. LIPSETT, C.B., C.M.G., G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division, visited Brigade
Headquarters. Major A. O MEREDITH, Brigade Major visited Battalion Headquarters of the
two front line Battalions.

Fri, Mar 8, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active in harassing fire and in retaliation for
hostile T.Ms. (Hostile) Active with T.Ms. but his artillery was very inactive. Our Trench
Mortars, especially Stokes very active in retaliation and on selected targets. Visibility was
very poor. Slight enemy movement observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Very active. (Hostile) Only
one plane seen. Patrols: Six night patrols covered our front without incident. General:
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Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., visited Brigade Headquarters of R.C.R., 42nd
Battalion and 49th Battalion., and also looked over the forward area.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Mar 9, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Normal. (Hostile) Artillery showed slight
increase in activity, especially on AVION and BEAVER Trenches. Trench Mortars: (Ours)
Kept up usual activity in retaliation and on selected targets. (Hostile) T.M. fire increased
slightly, firing mainly on our centre front. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs. carried out
usual harassing fire programme. (Hostile) Practically no M.G. fire. Visibility was good and
much enemy movement was observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Usual activity. (Hostile) Three
enemy planes seen, flying at great heights. Patrols: Usual night patrols out, but no enemy
encountered. General: Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O., visited right front line Sector
during the morning. Major A. O. MEREDITH, D.S.O., visited the left front line sector during
the p.m. A conference of Battalion Commanders was held at Brigade Headquarters.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed. P.P.C.L.I. 1 Officer, Captain St. C. DUNN, M.O., killed.
42nd Battalion: 1 O.R. wounded. 49th Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Sun, Mar 10, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Field Artillery very active during afternoon in
retaliation for enemy T.Ms. and on selected targets. At night usual harassing fire programme
carried out. (Hostile) Slight in the morning but active in the p.m. on trenches in centre
forward area. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Very active. Fired 299 rounds in retaliation for and
on selected targets. (Hostile) Very active in the p.m. on AVION and BEAVER Trenches.
M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Machine Guns carried out usual harassing fire. Visibility very
poor in the morning, but good in the afternoon, when much enemy movement was observed.
Aircraft: (Ours) Active patrolling our lines. (Hostile) Six planes at a great height flew over
our lines and were engaged by A.A. and M.G. fire and forced to return. Patrols: Six patrols
covered Brigade front during the night. General: Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O.,
visited right Sector of front line.
Casualties: R.C.R. 2 O.Rs. killed. 3 O.Rs. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed.

Mon, Mar 11, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Field Artillery carried out a shoot on N.27.a.
& c. (Hostile) Normal during the day. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Mediums fired 12 rounds at
hostile T.M. emplacement and secured 2 direct hits. Our L.T.Ms. active on selected points.
(Hostile) Decrease, being used mostly against AVION. Visibility good. Much enemy
movement observed. New work and wiring observed at N.29.c.82.50 Aircraft: (Ours)
Active throughout the day. (Hostile) A numbers of E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] crossed our lines,
but flew at a very great height. Patrols: A daylight patrol of an Officer of the 42nd Battalion
to make a reconnaissance of a suspected enemy post was carried out.. Three patrols covered
our front during the night but found nothing of interest to report. General: Lieut. Colonel R.
H. PALMER, D.S.O., visited forward areas. Major A. O. MEREDITH, D.S.O, Brigade
Major, visited front line Sectors.
Casualties: R.C.R., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion, 1 Officer, Lieut. K. R. LINDSAY,
slightly gassed. 49th Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.
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Tue, Mar 12, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) At 9:00 a.m. our artillery laid down an
excellent barrage for our raid. Artillery fired on enemy movement in N.34.b.6.5. and
N.34.d.5.4. with good results, also on movement in MEMBER Trench. (Hostile) Artillery
came back quickly in retaliation , especially shelling trenches in T.3.a. About 30 rounds 10.5
cm gas shells fell in AL COULOTTE [ LA COULOTTE]. In his retaliation for our barrage he
used 7.7 and 10.5s with many medium and light T.Ms. on AVION and BEAVER Trenches.
Trench Mortars: (Ours) L.T.Ms. were active in harassing fire. ( Hostile) T.Ms. active all
day. Enemy Movement: Visibility good. Much enemy movement observed. Aircraft:
(Ours) Active. (Hostile) Planes crossed our lines at least 8 times during the day. Patrols:
Six patrols were out during night. Enemy heard wiring between N.33.d.40.85 and
N.33.d.60.32. Raid: A daylight raid was carried out by 42nd Battalion. (See report attached
as Appendix “4”).

Wed, Mar 13, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Carried out usual harassing fire programme.
(Hostile) Very inactive, but at night a few gas shells fired into LA COULOTTE and AVION
Trench. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Active, especially Stokes on selected targets. M.G. & Rifle
Fire: (Ours) Vickers and Lewis guns active against hostile aircraft and in harassing fire.
Enemy Movement: Visibility good and much movement by enemy recorded. Patrols: Seven
patrols were out during night but encountered no enemy. General: In accordance with 7th
Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.134, attached as Appendix “5”. The P.P.C.L.I.
relieved the R.C.R. in the front line, Right Sub-Section, and the 49th Battalion relieved the
42nd Battalion in the front line, Left Sub-Section. The R.C.R. moved into Brigade Reserve,
and the 42nd Battalion moved into Brigade Support. Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O.,
visited left front line in the morning. There was a practice “Stand To’ by Battalions in
Support Area. Major General L. J. LIPSETT, C.B., G.M.C., G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division
visited the forward area with Major A. O. MEREDITH, D.S.O, Brigade Major.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded.

Thu, Mar 14, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery (Ours) Activity was slightly above normal. Firing on
selected targets in N.27.c.85.75. and N.34.d.40.00. (Suspected enemy gas projectors). Usual
harassing fire carried out. (Hostile) Above normal with 7.7 and 10.5 cm. A few gas shells at
N.31.d. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Light and mediums very active on selected targets and
harassing fire. (Hostile) Normal activity. Mainly medium and light on AVION and
BEAVER Trenches. Enemy Movement: Visibility fair. Movement normal. Aircraft: (Ours)
Active as usual. (Hostile) Only isolated planes seen. None over our lines. Patrols: Usual
defensive patrols out but no enemy encountered.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed. 3 O.Rs. wounded.

Fri, Mar 15, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active all day on selected targets, especially
after hostile T.Ms. in Cemetery N.33.b. (Hostile) Showed slight increase, mainly 10.5 and
7.7 cms. firing on area near junction of CYRIL and AVION Trenches. About 20 gas shells
were fired into LA COULOTTE about 10:00 p.m. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Stokes fired 200
rounds in retaliation and on selected targets. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Usual harassing fire
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by M.Gs. (Hostile) L.Gs. active against our planes. Enemy Movement: Visibility good.
Many targets of enemy working parties observed and dispersed by our artillery. Enemy
Defences: Some new defences observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Quite active. (Hostile) Showed
more activity than usual but only two crossed our lines and then were immediately engaged
by A.A. and M.G. and L.G. fire. Six enemy balloons up. Patrols: Usual patrols out but
nothing of interest noted. One daylight patrol out to make reconnaissance of enemy advanced
post. General: Dummy figures and ammonal tube demonstration by P.P.C.L.I. in aid of 5th
C.M.R. raid was successful. Enemy deceived and put a barrage on our front line. Enemy
concentrated M.G. fire on figures.
Lieut. General Sir Arthur CURRIE, M.C.B., K.C.M.C. Canadian Corps Commander visited
Brigade Headquarters and Headquarters of Support Battalions. A conference of Battalion
Intelligence Officers was held at Brigade Headquarters.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I., 1 O.R. died of wounds. 2 O.Rs. wounded. 49th Battalion, 3 O.Rs.
wounded.

Sat, Mar 16, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Quite active throughout the day on enemy’s
support area, in neutralizing enemy batteries. (Hostile) Much more active than usual. Using
10 and 15 cm. shells on our right and centre front line system. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Usual
activity. (Hostile) Showed decrease during hours of daylight but fired usual amount of
L.T.Ms. on left centre front line after dark. Enemy Movement: Visibility only fair. Observed
small numbers of enemy twice, who were dispersed by our artillery. Aircraft: (Ours) Very
active. One of our planes was brought down by E.A.A. [Enemy Anti Aircraft] fire and fell in
No Man’s Land just outside our lines. Officer of P.P.C.L.I. rescued Pilot and Observer.
General: Lieut. Colonel R.H. PALMER, D.S.O. visited front line Battalions during the
morning.
Casualties: 49th Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Sun, Mar 17, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Throughout the day 18 pdrs. shelled enemy’s
support area. Our heavies active against embankment in vicinity of N.27.b.2.3. Usual
harassing fire programme carried out. Our 6" and 4.5" continued their shoot on N.34.d.43.00.
(Hostile) Very inactive. Few scattered shells fell in our area. Trench Mortars: (Ours)
Active fire carried out on selected targets. (Hostile) Very inactive during the day, but
showed a tendency to increase during the night. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs. and L.Gs.
active against enemy planes. Usual harassing fire programme carried out. (Hostile) M.Gs.
fired a few scattered bursts on LENS-ARRAS Road and KINGSTON Road.
Enemy Movement: Visibility good. Normal train movement and individual movement
observed. Aircraft: Ours very active. (Hostile) Planes more active than usual, but few
crossed our lines and these flew at a great height. Patrols: We maintained our usual patrol
activity. General: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) returned from leave
and took over command of Brigade from Lieut. Colonel R. H. PALMER, D.S.O. who
returned to his Battalion. Lieut. Colonel Hamilton GAULT, D.S.O., lunched at Brigade
Headquarters.
Casualties: 42nd Battalion, 3 O.Rs. wounded.

Mon, Mar 18, 1918
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Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Fairly active Our heavies fired on CITE DU
NORD and N.27.a.90.95. during During night our heavies and 4.5s. carried out a shoot on
suspected gas projector locality N.34.d.43.00. (Hostile) Not so active as usual. Fired a few
7.7 cm. at junction of AVION and KINGSTON ROAD. Trench Mortars (Ours) Normal.
(Hostile) Normal. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs. carried out usual harassing fire
programme and were very active against enemy planes. (Hostile) Normal. Enemy
Movement: Visibility good. Useful information secured on enemy movement. Aircraft:
(Ours) Usual activity maintained. (Hostile) Planes more active than usual. Many enemy
balloons up. Patrols: Usual patrols out during the night.
General: In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.135,
Attached as Appendix “6”, the 42nd Battalion from Brigade Support relieved the 49th
Battalion in the Front Line, Left Sub-Section. The 49th Battalion moved into Brigade
Support. Relief complete 9:10 p.m. P.P.C.L.I. attempted a stealth raid, See report attached as
Appendix “7”.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed.
See Appendix “6”
See Appendix “7”

Tue, Mar 19, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Very quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Not so active during day. Harassing fire
continued during night. (Hostile) Artillery very inactive. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Almost
Nil except for Stokes which fired on selected targets (Hostile) Inactive. Visibility very poor
on account of rain and mist. Aircraft: A few of our planes up, but no enemy seen. Patrols:
Usual patrols covered our front but nothing of interest to report.
General: Brigadier General J. S. STEWART, visited Brigade Headquarters. Brigadier
General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) visited Battalion Headquarters of R.C.R.,
P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions. In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation
Order No.135, attached as Appendix “6”, the R.C.R. from Brigade Reserve relieved the
P.P.C.L.I. in the front sector, P.P.C.L.I. came back to Support. Relief complete at 9:20 p.m.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R, wounded.
See Append “6”

Wed, Mar 20, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: Activity was normal. Heavies and field artillery fired
on Cemetery Group in retaliation during afternoon. Heavies and 4:5s howitzers carried out a
shoot on suspected gas projector locality N.34.d.43.00. (Hostile) Enemy artillery was
normal. Shooting chiefly on our right front sector. a few 10.5 gas shells were fired into LA
COULOTTE early in night. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Heavy and Mediums quiet except for
retaliation. Our Stokes fired 238 rounds on selected points (Hostile) Active on AVION and
BEAVER Trenches chiefly. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Usual harassing fire programme
carried out. (Hostile) Little activity. Enemy Movement: Visibility very poor, but the usual
normal movement observed, also a few new enemy defences. Aircraft: (Ours) Inactive.
Two of our planes patrolled our lines during morning. (Hostile) Nil. Patrols: Usual patrol
activity by our front line Battalions but nothing unusual to report. General: Major General L.
J. LIPSETT, C.B., C.M.G., G.O.C. 3rd Canadian Division called at Brigade Headquarters
with Captain J. GRIFFITHS.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded.
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Thu, Mar 21, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active in carrying out usual harassing
programme. (Hostile) Inactive during day, but shelled our forward area at intervals during
night. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Stokes expended 205 rounds in harassing fire on selected
targets. Our mediums and heavies quiet. (Hostile) Almost Nil. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours)
Usual harassing fire during night. Enemy Movement: Visibility poor in a.m. but improved
during day. No abnormal movement noted. Patrols: Two daylight patrols were out but had
nothing unusual to report. Our night patrols covered our front. General: There was a
demonstration of the new No.36 Rifle Grenade at Brigade Headquarters. Lieut. Colonel
Hamilton GAULT, 1D.S.O lunched at Brigade Headquarters.
Casualties: R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded.

Fri, Mar 22, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Active in harassing fire and on Railway
Embankment. Our heavies also fired on enemy rear country. (Hostile) Normal. A few
rounds of our C.Ts. in T.2.b. Brief retaliation on our forward area after gas discharge on our
left at 11:00 p.m. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Mediums and heavies fired more than normal
amount, chiefly on enemy work party, dumps and M.G. emplacement. (Hostile) Quite active
during hours of darkness. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs, and L.Gs. active during day
against enemy aircraft. Usual harassing fire during night, expending 15,000 rounds. (Hostile)
M.Gs. slightly active against our aircraft. Enemy Movement: Visibility fiar. Our Observers
recorded much individual movement. Aircraft: (Ours) Active doing patrol duty over our
lines. (Hostile) One low flying plane about 1,000 ft. up patrolled AVION and MERICOURT
Sectors. Three high flying planes also observed during day. Patrols: Usual reconnoitring
patrols covered our front during night.
General: During successful gas projection by troops on our left, much shouting and blowing
of horns heard from GREEN CRASSIER, showing a great deal of confusion and distress.
Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) visited left Battalion Headquarters and
sector.
Casualties: R.C.R. 2 O.Rs. wounded. 42nd Battalion: 2 O.Rs. wounded.

Sat, Mar 23, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal by day but nervous during night. Artillery: (Ours) Quiet active.
Our heavies carried out shoot on enemy’s rear country during norning. (Hostile) Normal
during morning and afternoon. Between 10:50 p.m. and midnight enemy heavies laid down a
heavy barrage on T.3.a. and T.8.c. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Heavies expended 21 rounds in
destructive shoots on Cemetery Group. Mediums and Stokes active on selected targets.
(Hostile) Inactive. M.G. & Rifle Fire: Our M.Gs. active against enemy planes and in
carrying out harassing fire. (Hostile) Almost Nil. Aircraft: (Ours) More activity than usual.
(Hostile) Quite active. Enemy Movement: Visibility only fair. Usual individual enemy
movement observed. Patrols: Usual reconnoitring patrols were out and much useful
information secured. General: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) visited
right Battalion Headquarters at night. In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade
Operation Order No.136 and B.M.R. 39/1, attached as Appendix “8” the Brigade extended it’s
Front to the right and took over part of the 9th Canadian Brigade Sector.
Casualties: Nil.
See Appendix “8”
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Sun, Mar 24, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Fairly active. Our sniping gun used with
good effect. (Hostile) Fairly active on our support area. Fairly heavy barrage on our right
front between 5:15 a.m. and 5:45 a.m. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Mediums and heavies very
active in harassing fire on enemy T.Ms. Our Stokes fired 290 rounds on selected targets.
(Hostile) Very quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Active against enemy planes. Carried out
usual harassing fire. (Hostile) Only active against our planes. Enemy Movement: (Visibility
very poor. Usual enemy individual movement observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Slightly active.
Enemy’s front patrolled by his machines during day. One low flying E.A. [Enemy Aircraft]
crossed our lines at 9:40 a.m. Patrols: 1 Battle patrol and 2 reconnoitring patrols covered
right Brigade front during night. Nothing of interest to report.
General: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O., (bar) visited right Battalion
Headquarters at night. In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order
No.137, attached as Appendix “9”, the 49th Battalion relieved the 42nd Battalion in the Front
Line Left Sub-Section. On relief the 42nd Battalion moved into Brigade Support.
Casualties: 49th Battalion: 2 O.Rs. wounded.
See Appendix “9”

Mon, Mar 25, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) 18 pdrs. shelled CITE DU NORD and
N.27.d. during afternoon. (Hostile) Fairly quiet. At 2:15 a.m. gas shells were fired on
N.25.c. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Heavies and Mediums active as usual in harassing fire on
E.T.Ms. [Enemy Trench Mortars] Our Stokes carried out usual harassing fire using 273
rounds. Enemy Movement: Very poor in forenoon but excellent in afternoon. Much enemy
train and isolated movement noticed which proved invaluable. Some new enemy defences
also spotted. Aircraft: (Ours) Usual patrol activity. (Hostile) Only one plane seen and this
was flying very high. Patrols: Usual patrols were out but nothing of interest to report.
General: In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade operation Order No.137, attached
as Appendix “9”, The P.P.C.L.I. relieved the R.C.R. in the Front Line Right Sub-Section. On
relief the R.C.R. (Less 1 Company) moved into Brigade Reserve. 1 Company of the R.C.R.
moved into Brigade Support in GLADYS and DORIS Trenches.
Trenches: 42nd Battalion, 3 O.Rs. wounded. In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Operation Order No.138, Attached as Appendix “10”, the Brigade extended its front
to the Right and took over part of the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade Front.
See Appendix “9”
See Appendix “10”

Tue, Mar 26, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quite normal. Artillery: (Ours) Active throughout the day. Our sniping
gun dispersed several parties spotted by our Observers. Harassing fire carried out during
night. (Hostile) Fairly quiet. Light calibre guns fired on AVION Sector. Trench Mortars:
(Ours) Heavies fired 10 rounds in destructive shoot on enemy M.G.E.[Machine Gun
Emplacement] in N.34,d. Mediums and light were active on selected targets. (Hostile)
Showed slight increase of Activity. M.G.& Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs. active in harassing fire
and against enemy planes. (Hostile) Except for slight activity against T.3.a. the hostile M.Gs.
confined their fire to aeroplanes. Enemy Movement: Visibility was good throughout the
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day. Some parties in addition to usual individual movement observed and artillery was
notified which dispersed them. Activity in trains noticed also. A few new enemy defences
observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Usual activity maintained. (Hostile) Quieter than usual. Only 2
planes, one high and one low crossed our lines. Both driven back, by A.A., M.G., & L.G.
fire. A few hostile Balloons up during day. Patrols: Usual patrols covered our front during
night. No signs of enemy seen or heard.
General: “Stand To” ordered at 4:30 a.m. today, and to be ready to move at 5:30 a.m. on one
hours’ notice. Order cancelling same came at 7:15 a.m.
Casualties: Nil.

Wed, Mar 27, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: Active on enemy’s rear areas and in usual harassing
fire. (Hostile) Generally quiet, but active between 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. on our front line.
Trench Mortars: (Ours) Heavy, medium and light T.Ms. were quite active on selected targets
such as E.T.Ms. [Enemy Trench Mortars] (Cemetery Group) and wire N.27.c. (Hostile)
L.T.Ms. active on AVION during afternoon. Enemy Movement: Visibility very poor
throughout day. Some individual but no abnormal movement observed. Aircraft: Our
normal activity maintained. (Hostile) Inactive. Only two attempts to cross our lines, one
very high and one low, driven off by L.G. and rifle fire. Patrols: Our usual patrol activity
maintained, but no interesting developments took place.
General: In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.138,
Attached as Appendix “10”, additional frontage was taken over from the 9th Canadian
Infantry Brigade.
Casualties: Nil.
See Appendix “10”

Thu, Mar 28, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active in retaliation on selected targets and in
harassing fire. (Hostile) More active than usual on our back areas, but quite normal on front
lines. Trench Mortars: (Ours) Maintained the normal activity on selected targets, such as the
Cemetery Group T.Ms. and E.M.Gs. [Enemy Machine Guns] , except Stokes which owing to
a shortage of ammunition only fired 128 rounds. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Active against
hostile planes. (Hostile) Quite normal. Enemy Movement: Visibility very poor. The usual
individual movement by the enemy observed. (Aircraft: (Ours) Carried out usual activity.
(Hostile) Planes only active in afternoon. One low lying enemy E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] at
6:15 p.m. was brought down in our lines by the combined fi L.G. [Lewis Gun] and rifle fire of
the Units of this Brigade The P.P.C.L.I. captured the Observer (slightly wounded) and pilot.
Patrols: Usual activity on our part.
General: “Stand To” ordered by Division approximately at 6:30 a.m. Stood To all day until
order cancelled about 9:30 p.m.
Casualties: Nil.

Fri, Mar 29, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Active on targets of opportunity-and in
harassing fire. (Hostile) Artillery confined most of its efforts to our batteries-[b]ut some
scattered shelling of out C.Ts. and defences. Trench Mortars: Activity very slight on both
sides. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Carried out usual harassing fire. (Hostile) Very inactive.
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Enemy Movement: Visibility was variable owing to the rain. Usual individual movement
observed along Railway Embankment. Train and transport movement was more marked than
usual. Aircraft: (Ours) Normal activity maintained. (Hostile) No low flying planes seen but
5 enemy scouts crossed our line at 7,000 feet about 5:30 p.m. Patrols: Our usual patrols were
out but encountered no enemy.
General: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) visited the right Battalion
Sector and Headquarters, also centre Sector. This is the 10th day of German Offensive and
our Brigade Frontage is the only one South of river SOUCHEZ on the entire British front, that
has not been drawn in or lost.
Casualties: P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Mar 30, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Normal. Artillery: (Ours) Field guns shelled enemy front line
between 6:50 and 7:15 a.m. Our heavies active against enemy battery positions. Usual
harassing fire programme carried out. (Hostile) Artillery more active than usual. Increase in
shelling on our rear areas. Trench Mortars: (Ours) L.T.Ms. fired 185 rds. on selected targets.
(Hostile) Very little activity. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) M.Gs. active against hostile aircraft.
15,000-rounds fired during night in harassing fire. Enemy Movement: Visibility fiar [fair] in
morning, but poor in afternoon. No unusual movement observed. Aircraft: (Ours) Normal.
(Hostile) Quite active in forenoon. 7:30 a.m. 6 E.A. [Enemy Aircraft] crossed our line at
2,000 feet in pursuit of one of our observation planes but were driven off. Patrols: Nine
patrols covered our front during day and night but encountered no enemy.
General: Reconnaisance made of Brown Line and Defended Localities below the Ridge. In
accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.141, attached as
Appendix “13” the 42nd Battalion relieved the 49th Battalion in the Front Line Left Sub-
Section. On relief the 49th Battalion moved into Brigade Support.
Casualties: R.C.R. 4 O.Rs. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 O.Rs.
wounded.

Sun, Mar 31, 1918
Attitude of Enemy: Very quiet. Artillery: (Ours) Very quiet during day. Some selected
targets picked up by O.P. [Observation Post] and fired upon. (Hostile) Much more inactive
than usual. TEDDIE GERRARD Trench heavily shelled about 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. Trench
Mortars: Both ours and hostile extremely quiet. M.G. & Rifle Fire: (Ours) Active in
harassing fire and at hostile aircraft. (Hostile) M.Gs. fired a few bursts at intervals during
night. Active against our planes. Aircraft: (Ours) Active patrolling our lines. (Hostile)
More active than usual. 10:15 a.m. one low flying E.A. crossed our lines. About 12 hostile
planes crossed our lines during day flying very high. Enemy Movement: Visibility good.
Much train and transport movement observed near PROVIN. Usual individual movement
observed.
General: Brigadier General H. M. DYER, C.M.G., D.S.O. (bar) visited left Battalion and left
sector. In accordance with 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade Operation Order No.141. Attached
as Appendix “13”, the R.C.R. relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the Front Line, Right Sub-Section, on
relief the P.P.C.L.I. (less 1 Company) moved into Brigade Reserve. 1 Company of the
P.P.C.L.I. moved into Brigade Support in GLADYS and DORIS Trenches. More front taken
over from 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade. Our right Boundary is now MERICOURT ROAD
T.15.b.90.29.
Casualties: NIL.
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Appendix “13”

[War Diary signed by Brigadier General Hugh. M. Dyer]

APPENDIX “1”.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 132 Copy No.15.

1. The R.C.R. and 42nd Canadian Battalion will relieve the P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Canadian
Battalion in the NEUVILLE ST.VAAST Area on the 1st March.

2. Moves will be carried out in accordance with the attached Appendix.
3. Clearance certificates will be obtained from Town Major concerned.
4. Completion of moves will be wired to Brigade Headquarters.
5. Working Parties for the night 1st/2nd March will be supplied by the R.C.R. and 42nd

Canadian Battalion.
6. Acknowledge.

A.O. Meredith
Major,

Brigade Major,
27-2-18. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals at 8.00 a.m.

Issued to –

1. 3rd Canadian Division “G”.
2. 3rd Canadian Division “Q”.
3. R.C.R.
4. P.P.C.L.I.
5. 42nd Canadian Battalion (R.H.C.)
6. 49th Canadian Battalion (E.R.)
7. 7th Canadian T.M. Bty.
8. 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade.
9. 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

10. Brigade Signal Officer.
11. 7th Field Co. C.E.
12. C.R.E. – 3rd Canadian Division.
13. 123rd Canadian Pioneer Bn.
14. C.L.R.O. – Canadian Corps.

15 – 17. War Diary.

APPENDIX “1”


