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Mon, Jan 1, 1917 ARRAS SECTOR, NEUVILLE ST VAAST, LA FOLIE SECTION,
FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery showed the usual activity; fired on enemy working parties and enemy
works and trenches. Enemy’s artillery was active, and fired on GOODMAN, ALBANY and
ROSS ST. – QUARRIES LINE – LA PORTIQUE DUMP and PYLONES TRENCH. The
shells were chiefly 77.mm. T. Mortars. Our Stokes showed the usual activity. Fire was
scattered on enemy trenches, crater posts and wire. Much damage was done and retaliation to
enemy darts was effective. Enemy’s fire not so active a few rounds were fired on P.74. and
P.75. also on O.64 and O.65. Rifle grenades. Our rifle grenade batteries were very effective,
particularly on enemy crater posts and post behind B.4. Enemy R.G. fire always stopped
when out Stokes retaliated. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s were active during the night firing on
enemy communications and our Lewis guns dispersed an enemy patrol at 10.p.m. Sniping.
Our snipers claim two hits on enemy working party about A.4.central. There was also a sure
hit on man in GRANGE crater post opposite out No.2 post. Little enemy sniping.

Patrols. A patrol from the R.C.R. went out from our post on ALBANY and crossed the crater
and commenced cutting enemy wire near an enemy post, when three of enemy were seen
coming down trench. Our patrol was forced to retire as the ground afforded no protection.
Several posts were located and wire is reported strong in this vicinity and of heavy concertina
type. Movement. An enemy working party was dispersed by artillery at A.4.b.2.2. –
S.29.a.05.00. is a suspected H.Q. a sentry was stood at this spot. – S.22.a.2.4. two men seen
repairing barbed wire.

Much overland movement was seen in rear of BROADMARSH CRATER. Considerable
movement was also seen between Mill and THELUS, and on the LENS ARRAS ROAD.
Trenches & Works. A white tape has been stretched from A5.a.1.7. to A.5.c.3.6. Small
working parties were seen repairing trenches at A.5.a.4.3. - A.5.c.3.6. and A.5.b.5.8.

Casualties :- 42nd Bn. Lieut. L.H. PHILLIPS slight wound in head by snipers bullet.
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Tue, Jan 2, 1917 ARRAS SECTOR, NEUVILLE ST VAAST, LA FOLIE SECTION,
FRANCE

Artillery. Out artillery active during the day firing on enemy H.Q. at S.29.c.20.60 –
S.29.a.05.00., LA FOLIE FARM and other known H.Q. and strong points in enemy lines.
Between 7.30.p.m. and 12.30 a.m. the artillery were active firing on enemy communications
and roads in rear to catch enemy during suspected relief.

Enemy’s artillery active. 100 rds of 77.mm. were fired on GOODMAN and ALBANY Com.
Trenches, support line and P.S.73. About 35 rds were also fired on CHASSERY DUMP,
PORTIQUE DUMP and NEUVILLE ST VAAST. T. Mortars. Our Stokes guns were very
active. Considerable damage was done to enemy front line and wire in vicinity of WATLING,
LITCHFIELD, CHASSERY, TWINS and BROADMARSH CRATERS. Enemy’s T. mortars
were not so active as usual. 55 T.M’s, light and Heavy, were fired on O.64., P.75 – 77 – 78
and Birkin. The H.T.M. fired from direction of VERNON CRATER and the shell makes a
crater 15 ft. deep by 30. ft. in diameter. Bombing & Rifle Grenades. Our rifle grenade
batteries were particularly active between 9.p.m. and midnight in order to interfere with
suspected enemy relief. Enemy’s R.G’s were active on the right section during the morning.
M.G. fire. Our M.G’s very active at night. Enemy communication trenches, roads and routes
were swept to interfere with enemy relief. Out Lewis Guns were also active and fired on
enemy saps and posts. Sniping. Four hits claimed by our snipers. Patrols. A patrol under
Lieuts. Studd, and McDonald went out between PATRICIA and BIRKIN CRATERS.
Enemy post on TIDZA was found to be unoccupied. A roll of concertina wire was seen
stretched along lip of PATRICIA CRATER. At 5.30.a.m. a small party of Germans were
seen approaching our wire between GRANGE and TIDZA. They were dispersed by Lewis
gun fire. Movement. Much movement observed on the LENS – ARRAS RD also at
BROADMARSH CRATER at dawn and dusk. Our M.G’s and Lewis guns were active on this
point. Movement in small parties was seen at several points in enemy C.T’s, and repairing
trenches etc. Trenches & Works. New work is [inserted: in] progress at the Mill,
A.6.c.7½.9. ; work also continues at A.5.c.5.2. Fresh earth also thrown up along tape line at
A.5.a.2.5. Enemy also placed new wire in gaps caused by our fire near DURAND and
BROADMARSH. Aircraft. Considerable activity. Several enemy planes crossed our lines
and flew in N.W. direction. Our planes were also active.

Casualties :- Nil.

Wed, Jan 3, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery continued active and fired on enemy strong points, T.M.
emplacements and trench junctions. Enemy’s artillery was exceptionally quiet. A few
77.mm. were fired on Parallel VIII and into NEUVILLE ST VAAST. T. Mortars. Our
Stokes less active than usual. Considerable damage was done to enemy trenches between
DUFFIELD and BROADMARSH. Enemy’s H.T.M. fire caused considerable damage to
ROSS ST., P.78 and Sombard line. Our “P” line between B.4. and B.5. craters – O.62. were
fired on with Light and Medium T.M’s. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s displayed the usual night
activity. Enemy’s M.G’s were also fairly active. Patrols. The usual defensive patrols were
out during the night. Movement. Small parties were seen at the following points :- A.6.c.5.6.
– A.12.a.2.7. – A.5.a.4.8. – S.29c.3.5. – S.22.a.1.5. and a large party was seen at S.29.c.1.9.
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They were seen to enter the SWISCHEN STELLUNG Com. Trench. Other small parties were
seen here during the day. Artillery were notified and registered on this spot.

Trenches & Works - Enemy H.T.M’s were active S.28.b.30.19. and S.28.c.80.95. A new
T.M. emplacement was seen at S.28.a.1.5. This is a double emplacement the guns being
about 15 yards apart. Wire has been strengthened at A.4.a. between Watling and B.4. craters.

Casualties :- R.C.R. 3 killed and 2 wdd. P.P.C.L.I. – 1 killed and 3 wdd.

Thu, Jan 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 9.2’s fired 135 rds on Josephine No.1 and 2. and on new Trench M.
emplacement at S.22.a.1.5. Other strong points in enemy’s lines were also fired on. Our
lighter artillery were active firing on enemy trenches and dispersing working parties. Enemy’s
artillery not so active as usual. 25 rds of 4.1. were fired on Goodman and Albany and 8 rds on
S.27.b. at 3.30.p.m. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 182 rds at various targets along our
front and also succeeded in stopping enemy dart fire. Enemy’s T.M. fire comparatively
quiet. 6 H.T.M’s fell in vicinity of Ross St. about 1.p.m. Their light T.M’s fired on P.73 and
in front of P.76-77 and 78. Bombing & Rifle grenades. Usual activity in vicinity of Albany,
Devon and Birkin saps. M.G. fire. The usual night firing was carried out on enemy
communications by our M.G’s and Lewis guns. Enemy’s M.G. fire not active. Sniping. At
S.21.b.9.1. two men were hit by our snipers but not fatally as they were seen to crawl away
later. Patrols. Usual patrols out but have nothing to report. Movement. Considerable
movement seen during the day at S.29.a.05.00, Headquarters, and La Folie Farm. Much
movement was seen along the Les Tilleuls Road. A party of 12 men were also seen at
A.5.a.2.2. These men were walking overland and were fired on by our snipers and one is
believed to have been hit. Movement in one’s and two’s was seen at various other points in
rear of enemy lines. Trenches & works. Much fresh earth and chalk seen at S.28.a.30.90.
S.22.c.8.6. a large mound of earth was seen here. Two spots were observed which appeared to
be covered with camouflage grass. At A.4.d.7.5. there is a suspected O.P. Aircraft. Our
own and enemy aircraft active.

Casualties :- P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. killed 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 O.R. acc. wdd.

Fri, Jan 5, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery displayed the usual activity. The heavies fired on T.M. emplacements,
trench junctions and positions, considerable damage being done. Our Field artillery fired on
points where movement had been seen and dispersed enemy working parties.
Enemy’s artillery was again quiet. A few scattered rounds of 77.mm. on GOODMAN, P. line,
GIVENCHY ROAD, and BIRKIN and COMMON saps. Many of these were duds. T.
Mortars. Our Stokes were active and fired on enemy posts, saps, wire and trenches and in
retaliation to enemy darts.
Enemy’s H.T.M’s were particularly active. Between SOMBARD and P.77 they fired 90 rds of
H.T.M. They also fired on ROSS ST. P.74 and DEVON CRATER. Their Light and Medium
T.M’s were active on DE LA FOURCHE, rear of B.4. O.63. and 64, P.75. and 76 and
Observation line. M.G. fire. Our M.G’s active during the night on THELUS, LA FOLIE
WOOD, LES TILLEULS and ECOLE COMMUNE. Enemy was fairly active. Sniping. Few
targets presented enemy being more careful than usual.
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Patrols. Our defensive patrols covered our front during the night. Movement. Men were
seen during the day in THELUS. At A.6.c70.90 when our artillery were shelling this point
two men were seen to leave the MILL and enter trench at this point. A.5.a.4.00. a man’s head
was seen over the parapet. Our snipers shot at him and he was believed to be hit. A M.G.
emplacement is suspected here. S.21.d.90.85. There appears to be a daily relief carried out
about 8.a.m. to 8.30.a.m. as men are seen to enter and leave this post at this hour daily.
Works. At S.22.a.1.5. The emplacement here is of cement or steel as several of our shells
have been seen to ricochet off the emplacement. There are two guns here within 15 yards of
each other and one fires North and the other south. S.22.c.25.15. A concealed post has been
built up with sandbags. A.5.a.1.2. – A.5.a.3.6. Between these two locations is a tape line and
from A.5.a.3.0. tape turned towards the front line for about 20 yards.
Casualties :- 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wdd.

Sat, Jan 6, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. From 8.30.a.m. to 2.30.p.m. our artillery was very active firing on entrances to C.
trenches, LES TILLEULS VIMY RD, trench junction and H.Q’s and on O.P’s SWISCHEN
STELLUNG, ECOLE COMMUNE, LA FOLIE FARM and H.T.M. emplacements.

Enemy’s artillery was rather more active [inserted: than usual.] They shelled junction of
CHASSERY and PARALLEL VIII, rear of O.63, CROSS ST, junction of GOODMAN and
GIVENCHY RD, SOMBARD LINE and QUARRIES using mostly 77.mm. A few 5.9’s were
fired but were mostly duds. T. MORTARS. Our Stokes did much firing on enemy’s Posts,
saps, trenches and wire along our front; 200 rds in all were fired. Enemy’s T.M’s were also
active. O.63 and 64 were shelled with medium and light T.M’s, ROSS ST. and P.74 and P.75
with 30 H.T.M.’s and P.75 and P.76 with 45 L.T.M’s. This activity lasted from 10.30.a.m. to
4.p.m. Bombing. & R. Grenades. Our R.G’ batteries were active on enemy posts and front
line. Enemy fired 70 darts and rifle grenades in front of P.75. M.G. fire. Normal. Sniping.
Four hits claimed by our snipers, two on B.7. crater and one at S.28.c.35.90. and one at
S.22.c.25.80. Patrols. Our patrols were out during the night. One officers’ patrol was out
patrolling enemy’s wire but saw no signs of enemy. Another patrol made a reconnaissance of
CHASSERY CRATER. They report inside of crater of loose clay and impassable. M.G. fired
on patrol from far lip of crater. Movement. A man was seen walking on parapet at A.5.a.4.2.
directing work in trench. The usual morning relief was carried out at S.21.d.90.85. Trenches
& Works. A.5.d.4.5. to A.5.d.5.6. fresh earth has been thrown up and three new rows of
stakes put up from road to this point. A.4.b.0.6. H.T.M. was located firing in rear of DEVON
C.

Casualties :- 42nd Bn 1 OR. wdd.

Sun, Jan 7, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active, firing in retaliation to enemy Trench Mortars, also on
Communication Trenches and Strong Points.

Enemy’s artillery fairly active. 30 rounds 5.9 H.E. were fired on our Crater and P Line
during the afternoon. Several “duds” noticed and nine were observed to fallin Enemy line.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 242 rounds on the following targets:- Trenches east of
WATLING, Trenches east of TWINS and B.5., Trenches north-east of ALBANY, Front Line
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east of COMMONS, Sap south-west of BIRKIN, Second line west of DURAND and lines
east of BROADMARSH.

On the right sub-section enemy mortars were fairly active and did some damage to
HAIRBRUSH Trench. On the left sub-section enemy H.T.M’s fired behind mine-head in
P.78. No appreciable damage done. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Many aerial darts fired
throughout the day. M.G. Fire. Our M.G’s fired on the usual targets during the night.
Enemy M.G. fire normal. Sniping. Three hits claimed by our Snipers, two at A.4.a.85.20
and one between WATLING and B.4. Movement. S.29.c.20.25 to S.29.c.25.40.
Considerable movement seen here during the day. At A.4.a.85.25 sentry observed doing
duty. Trenches and Works. A.5.a.1.2. to A.5.a.3.6. No further work observed here.
Our artillery fired on this point intermittently throughout the night. S.28.a.35.85. Sandbags
have been placed in gap in the wire. A working party at S.22.c.20.40. was dispersed by
Lewis Gun fire. Mining. Between 9 pm. and 2 am. small explosions were heard behind
near lip of TWIN Crater, after which small clouds of white smoke appeared. Aircraft.
Both enemy and our own planes active during the day. General. S.28.a.30.95. Twin green
flares were sent up from here when enemy’s Artillery was shooting short. Electric bells were
heard ringing behind BROADMARSH Crater when our Artillery was shelling this location.

Casualties. P.P.C.L.I. 3 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. killed and 1 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Jan 8, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery showed the usual activity, firing on Communication trenches, T.
Mortars, and rear positions. Enemy’s Artillery showed increased activity. His main targets
were:- Trench O.52., junction of DENIS LA ROCK and COMBOW, P.77 and P.S.77, the
QUARRIE Line and NEUVILLE ST. VAAST. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 192
rounds on various targets. Much damage done to M.G. Emplacement E. of CHASSERY.
Direct hits obtained on trench E. of CHASSERY and front line E. of EDMONTON. A
working party was dispersed E. of COMMONS. Post N. of DURAND is believed to be
completely destroyed. Stokes also used in retaliation to enemy T.Ms and Darts with good
effect.

Enemy H.T. Mortars again fired in the vicinity of ROSS St. and a number of L.T. Mortars in
rear of B.4. B.5. and TWINS. 3 rounds H.T.M. fired between VERNON and DEVON Saps
on support line. L.T.Ms in rear of TIDZA. A L?T? Mortar emplacement is suspected at
S.22.c.9.3. (This is to be confirmed). Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of rifle
grenades were fired on suspected dugout at S.28.a.55.85, where column of smoke was
observed. M.G. Fire. Our Machine Guns fired 3,000 rounds during the night on usual
places in enemy’s rear lines. Out Lewis Guns fired approx. 2,000 rounds, the targets being:-
Working party opposite Sap No.2. – Working party between COMMONS and BIRKIN –
Along enemy’s front line. Enemy machine gun opposite VERNON was fairly active
throughout the night. Sniping. Our snipers claim one hit opposite right sub-section.
Hostile snipers showed slight activity. Movement. To the left of WATLING a working
party of about 20 men and another of 8 men were observed. Both were dispersed by M.G.
fire. Smoke was observed at A.5.d.2.6., A.4.d.7.6., S.28.b.70.60. Movement in small
parties was observed at various points. Trenches and Works. New earth observed in front
of wire on SWISCHEN STELLUNG about A.5.a.20.85. What appears to be a tape line is
stretched from A.5.d.2.6. to A.5.d.40.55. Wire stretched on two poles about 10 ft. high was
observed at A.5.c.6.7. A tape is stretched in front of enemy’s trench from about A.5.a.3.1. to
A.5.c.3.6., and from the former point to A.4.b.8.0. Aircraft. One enemy plane appeared
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over our lines about 2.00 p.m. General. At 2.05 a.m. two distinct blasts were heard
underground from post in BIRKIN Crater.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 5 O.R. wounded., 49th. Battalion 1 O.R wounded.

Tue, Jan 9, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery quite active during day, firing on enemy’s support line and defences
in rear. Enemy’s Artillery quiet on right sub-section. During bombardment on our left
enemy lightly barraged La SALLE Ave. and SOMBARD Trench with 77 mm. and 5.9 shells.
Trench Mortars. Our 60 pds. fired ten rds. into enemy front line behind WATLING. Our
Stokes fired 231 rds. on various targets, many direct hits at various places being registered.
The w ire opposite Edmonton Crater and N.E. of Durand Crater was considerably damaged.
Enemy’s Trench Mortars active during the day on ROSS Street, DENIS LA ROCK, DE LA
FOURCHE, O.63 and on ALBANY and DEVON Craters. A direct hit was obtained on
ROSS Street, causing considerable damage. On the left sub-section 5 Heavy Trench Mortars
fell to the rear of P.74 and P.75, three of which failed to explode. Light Trench Mortars were
fired on LA SALLE Ave. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of Rifle Grenades
were fired in the vicinity of WATLING Crater Post and Sap and WATLING Street, and a few
to the right of COMMON Crater and rear of Observation Line. Our Rifle Grenades were
active, firing into enemy front line trench. A Machine Gun to the south of COMMON
Crater was effectively silenced. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired
2300 rounds on selected points. On the left sub-section our Lewis Guns fired 2100 rounds,
several parties being dispersed. Lewis Gunners covering gap between BIRKIN and
COMMON Craters claim 5 hits on men proceeding overland here. Sniping. No hits
were observed, the enemy being more careful about exposing himself. The enemy snipers
were inactive.

Patrols. The usual patrols covered the right sub-section during the night. At 5.00 p.m. an
Officers Patrol went out between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters. They worked their way
through enemy front line wire, but were unable to proceed further owing to the brilliant
moonlight. They observed that the enemy does not hold the post opposite PATRICIA
continuously, but patrols about every 15 minutes. Movement. A party of 25 men got out of
the trench at A.5.a.45.50 and moved north along LES TILLEULS Road. 6 men were seen
passing through trench on BROADMARSH Crater. 6 men observed at A.5.a.25.75.
Trenches and Works. Enemy post opposite GRANGE 4. Post has been strengthened
considerably. Post on BIRKIN has also been built up. During the night a great deal of
baling was heard on the left sub-section.

Casualties:- R.C.R., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 10, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery Our Artillery was fairly active during the day, our heavies silencing enemy Trench
Mortars. Enemy’s. Enemy’s Artillery was inactive. Trench Mortars. Our
Stokes fired 212 rounds. Wire on the east lip of EDMONTON Crater was destroyed.
Several direct hits were made on front line N.E. of VERNON, and on Post and Sap East of
COMMONS. Trench leading to Sniping and Observation Post on east lip of GRANGE was
blown in. Enemy’s. Enemy Trench Mortars were active against O.64, O.65 and ROSS
STREET, but were silenced by our heavies. 6 H.T. Mortars landed in area between P. Line
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and GIVENCHY ROAD, 4 of these failing to explode. 45 Medium T. Mortars were fired on
right sub-section from A.4.b.05.40 and A.4.b.0.8. A number of L.T. Mortars were fired on
our trenches to rear of TIDZA and BIRKIN. Aerial torpedoes were fired from emplacement
at S.28.a.60.55. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. On the right sub-section a number of rifle
grenades were fired on O.62 and O.63 in retaliation to our rifle grenade batteries. No
damage was done. On the left sub-section our rifle grenades fired on enemy crater post with
good effect. At 11.30 p.m. a number of rifle grenades and Mills bombs were used against
enemy working party in front line between COMMONS and VERNON trenches.

Sentries in DURAND Crater bombed enemy working party in gap between DURAND and
DUFFIELD Craters. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired 2500 rounds
during the night on selected points. Our Lewis Guns fired at enemy M.G. flashes and at
enemy working party in gap between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters. Enemy M.G.
located at approx. S.28.c.5.5. very active during the night. Enemy M.G. in new post in
BIRKIN also active. Sniping. No observed hits. Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols. A
patrol going out in gap between BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters worked their way through
enemy first line wire and up to the wire in front of his main trench. They report enemy
PATRICIA Post patrolled by one man, while another sentry stands at junction of sap and
main trench. Sentry in post opposite our BIRKIN Post also patrols over to this junction.
Movement. Movement in small parties was seen around TILLEULS and the LENS-ARRAS
Road. Men were seen at A.6.c.½.6. They disappeared at A.6.c.75.80. Trenches
and Works. A working party was heard in front of FRENCHMAN’S Post and was dispersed
by rifle grenades. New sandbags placed on parapet at S.22.c.25.26. Enemy O.P. at
S.28.a.45.64. has been reported as a M.G. Emplacement. Suspected M.G. Emplacements at
A.4.a.95.80, built up with sandbags, slit facing S.W. and at A.4.d.60.85, chalk mound, slit
facing N.W. New work on trench at A.5.a.36.45. Fresh earth and chalk on parapet at
A.4.d.65.55. Revetting poles protruding from trench at A.5.a.40.30. H.T.M. Emplacement
located at A.28.d.55.65. M.G. Emplacement located at S.22.c.25.55. approx. Signals and
Flares. At 10 am. enemy sent up two single white flares from BROADMARSH . At 5 pm.
two red flares were seen to the north of the right TWIN. At 8 pm. one red flare was sent up.
No apparent action followed any of these flares. General. At 4.45 pm. a gas alarm
was sounded on our left.

Casualties:- NIL.

A practice in co-operation between aeroplane and Battalion in attack was carried out by the
49th. Battalion between 10 and 10.30 am. in the vicinity of F.7.b.6.7. and F.8.c.2.5. This
practice was entirely successful.

Thu, Jan 11, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery showed the usual activity, the enemy artillery being inactive.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes showed unusual activity. 322 rds. were fired on – enemy
trench east of Watling – breached, Machine Gun north of CHASSERY – silenced, wire and
trench east of EDMONTON, and posts in COMMON and BIRKIN. 2 posts between
BIRKIN and GRANGE were completely destroyed. Enemy Trench Mortars were very
inactive. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Hostile machine gun to the left of DURAND
silenced by our rifle grenades. Enemy threw rifle grenades in rear of Observation Line near
COMMONS CRATER. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our Machine Guns fired
on enemy trenches during the morning, which was misty, and on usual selected places during
the night. Indirect fire also used on area between A.5.b.0.25 and A.5.c.25.55. Enemy
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machine guns showed usual night activity. Sniping. One hit claimed on right sub-section.
Enemy snipers inactive. Patrols. Lieut. Gray and Sgt. Ross made a daylight
reconnaissance of WATLING Crater. They went around left side of Crater, entering enemy
Bombing Post at A.4.a.65.40. Nothing was seen of enemy, but he could be heard in dugout
about 15 yards to right of posts. Lieut. Studd and 5 men went out through gap between
BIRKIN and PATRICIA Craters to third line of enemy wire. The first two lines of wire are
barbed concertina, shell holes being filled with broken bits of wire. The third line is very
strong, consisting of barbed concertina filled with loose wire. The patrol investigated
enemy post in PATRICIA, which was found to be unoccupied, and then proceeded down sap
in rear of post. The sap is about 6 feet deep, and about 2½ feet wide at the bottom and 10
feet at the top. It is not revetted and affords no cover from rifle and machine gun fire from
enemy front and support lines. At 7 pm. another Officer’s patrol went out from DURAND
Post and worked towards north-east side of Crater. They found enemy posts about 60 yards
north-east of our own post and about 45 yards away. Trenches and Works. Enemy Post on
BIRKIN Crater has been improved and new snipers plate put in. New wire opposite
GRANGE No.2 Post. Aircraft. One enemy plane appeared over his own lines during
the afternoon. Signals and Flares. Two red flares were seen south of LICHFIELD
Crater. No apparent action followed.

Casualties:- Nil.

Fri, Jan 12, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTOR, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery was active during the day firing on enemy’s support trenches, trench
mortar emplacements and selected points in the rear. Enemy’s Artillery was inactive.

Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 237 rds, damaging considerably post and sap on B.7,
post in front line south of Devon and sap east of BIRKIN Crater. Post north-east of
COMMONS and one east of DURAND were also destroyed and front line south-east of
BROADMARSH breached. Enemy’s Heavy T.M. was again firing on ROSS St from
S.28.d.55.65. A number of Medium T.Ms fired in the vicinity of ALBANY Crater. A
number of H.T.Ms fired between P.74 and Observation Line. A number of aerial torpedoes
fell in vicinity of BIRKIN, COMMON and VERNON Craters, several failing to explode.
Bombing and Rifle Grenades. A number of rifle grenades in the vicinity of VERNON Sap.
Our R.G. Batteries more active then usual. During night enemy threw occasional egg
bombs and cylindrical sticks near our DURAND Post. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs fired 1750 rds. during the night on selected points. Our Lewis Guns also active.
Enemy Machine guns quite active during the night. 2 guns in vicinity VERNON Crater
specially active between 9 pm. and 12 midnight. Patrols. A number of patrols out during
the night on right sub-section. At 5.30 pm. an Officers patrol went out to the right of our
No.1 post, B.4. Crater. They went out about 20 yards past our own wire and waited. An
enemy patrol which approached within bombing distance were dispersed by bombs. Patrol
returned at 6.30 pm. At 6.30 pm an Officers patrol went out to the right of our No.9. post.
They patrolled round FRENCHMAN’S Sap, but as nothing turned up, they returned at 8 pm.
At 7 pm a patrol consisting of 1 Officer and 5 men went out from right of CHASSERY
Crater. After proceeding some distance in the direction of the TWINS they heard cries
followed by rifle fire. Fearing enemy patrol was raiding our No.2.sap post they worked their
way there in order to cut of enemy’s retreat. Finding our posts to be all right they started out
again, but as enemy commenced throwing rifle grenades in the vicinity of the Left TWIN they
returned to No.3 post on Right CHASSERY. They found trench about 3 to 4 feet deep in
good condition running from point 50 yards in advance of our sap post and well to rear of the
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TWINS. Enemy has a path from our No.3 post on CHASSERY through centre of Crater to
his , post on the opposite lip. He has arranged a passage through the knife rests in front of
the posts.. Enemy’s Patrols. 2 men on patrol were seen to work along sap from enemy
bombing post on WATLING to the left of our post, about 7 am. They were dispersed with
hand grenades from our Crater post. At 6 pm. enemy made a raid on our trenches between
Post 9 and Post 11, holding up one of our posts, but were forced to retire, leaving one prisoner
in our hands. (For full report see Appendix “A”.) Movement. 7 men were seen digging
on trench at S.29.a.15.10. Sniping. One hit claimed at A.4.a.75.45. Hits were
claimed from DUFFIELD No.2 Post on sentry in front line just North of DURAND and on
sentry occupying post between DURAND and DUFFIELD Craters. Another hit claimed on
sentry at S.22.c. range 200 yards. Enemy snipers were inactive. Trenches and
Works. Enemy has sniper’s post placed on a wooden framework opposite our TIDZA No.2
post, the framework forming a sort of traverse over the trench. New heap of chalk observed
at S.29.a.35.05. Work done on trenches A.5.d.4.5. and A.5.d.60.45, A.5.b.7.2. to A.5.b.7.0.,
A.5.b.0.5. to A.5.d.7.8. Suspected M.G. emplacement at A.5.d.20.15. Suspected S.P. or
O.P. at A.4.d.70.50. has been demolished by our T.M. fire.

Casualties. R.C.R., 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Jan 13, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Artillery was fairly active, shelling strong points and enemy’s trenches.
Enemy’s Artillery was very inactive, being nil on the forward area. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes Mortars fired on enemy’s line S.E. of ALBANY, E. Of EDMONTON, E. of
DURAND, E. of CHASSERY and E. of B.7 Crater. Enemy’s T.Ms were very fairly
inactive. H.T.M. at S.28.d.55.65 fired 8 rds. in front of P.73 and 74. H.T.M. threw 5 shells
in vicinity of ROSS Street and DE LA FOURCHE. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs were active, firing on routes from BOIS BERNARD to S.29.d. and A.5.b., also on LES
TILLEULS and THELUS. Sniping. Enemy has kept under cover more lately. Patrols.
Patrols covered our front, but owing to snow and frozen condition of the ground, patrolling
was very difficult. Movement. At A.5.d.1.3. men appeared from behind house at 8 am.
and walked north towards VIMY. Boiling water thrown out of trench at S.29.a.05.10.
Some good hits were made on this point by our 4.5s. Men observed working in trench at
A.5.a.40.15. Trenches and Works. New earth seen on parapet at A.4.a. 9.2. New wire
placed at A.4.a.7.8. Considerable new earth observed along parapet of SWISCHEN
STELLUNG at A.5.a.20.90. O.P. or Snipers Post at A.4.d.70.50 mentioned yesterday as
having been destroyed, has been repaired. General. Our Lewis Guns dispersed
working party at S.22.c.2.4. Loud cries were heard. Smoke was observed at – A.5.c.60.90.,
S.29.c.30.30., S.29.c.25.40.

Casualties:- 7th Can. M.G. Coy. 1 O.R. wounded.

Sun, Jan 14, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active, firing on enemy working parties and points where he
exposed himself. 4.5s fired on T.M. emplacements and Strong Points in enemy’s lines.
Enemy’s artillery fire on forward area nil. They fired 15 4.5s into A.8.a.7.0. Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes were active firing on enemy’s crater posts and on his front line. At
S.22.c.10.40 trench mats and timbers were thrown up, wire badly damaged and Very Light
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store set on fire. Enemy’s H.T.M. firing from about S.28.d.55.65 threw 5 mortars into
DEVON Trench doing considerable damage. Medium T.M. at about S.28.a.55.90 fired 22
rds. in rear of P.74. Our artillery made a direct hit on this emplacement, heavy timbers being
thrown up. 45 aerial darts fell in front of P.75 and P.76. Machine Gun & Rifle Fire.
Our M.Gs fired 3,000 rds. during the night on points in squares A.6.c., S.29.d., A.11.b.,
A.12.a, A.5.a., S.23.c. Sniping. Several targets seen but no observed hits made.

Patrols. A patrol examined sap that runs from B.4 to WATLING Crater. There is
some concertina wire in the bottom and line of wire on the east side. Movement. New
earth thrown up on parapet at A.5.a.4.2. Smoke also observed here. At 4.15 pm. 2 men
carrying packs left trench but were driven back by our snipers. 2 men seen to jump into
trench at S.28.a.70.70. 2 dart guns opened from this point a few minutes later. Small
working party working on what appeared to be an emplacement observed at S.22.c.6.6.
Dispersed by our 4.5s and 18 pdrs. Trenches and Works. Enemy hear all along front
line clearing out his trenches. Work going on at S.28.a.75.85. New enemy sniping post
established in DUFFIELD Crater. General. About 12 midnight enemy figure opposite
PATRICIA Post began to shout “Kamerad”. Fire was held to see if he could be induced to
enter our trenches, but the man, who was obviously drunk, was at once pulled back into his
own trench.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. , 1 O.R. killed.

Mon, Jan 15, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery carried out usual shoots on enemy’s support line, SWISCHEN
STELLUNG and points where movement was seen. Enemy’s. For the 3rd. day in
succession, enemy’s artillery fire on the forward area was nil. From 8 to 11 pm. enemy
fired several salvoes of 4.1s on new cable trench in A.8.a. and A.7.b. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes Guns fired 370 rds. in all, doing much damage to enemy’s wire and trenches.
Enemy’s posts in DURAND and DUFFIELD Craters also damaged. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
fired 9 rds. on ROSS Street and DEVON Sap, doing some damage. 15 rds. Medium T.Ms
fell in rear of P.74. 7 of these were blind and 2 air bursts. 30 rds of Light T.Ms fell near
BIRKIN Sap in rear of P.75. 30 aerial darts fell in front of P.75. Bombing and Rifle
Grenades. Our rifle grenades fired on enemy trenches behind GRANGE and WATLING
Craters. Enemy rifle grenadiers inactive. Machine Gun Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2500 rds.
on points in enemy’s lines during the afternoon and night. Enemy’s M.Gs active between 5
and 6 pm. Normal during the night. Sniping. At S.22.c.30.25, E. of DURAND a
man was hit and seen to fall to the ground, and heard to cry out. 7 periscopes were shot
down on the left sub-section, but enemy invariably replaced them. Patrols. Many
patrols were out during the night obtaining information re enemy wire and holding of enemy
posts and saps. A patrol went out from left post of CHASSERY and proceeded up disused
sap towards enemy’s lines. They report the sap badly cut up with shell holes. Movement.
Considerable movement was observed behind enemy’s lines during the day. At 2.10 pm.
party of 5 men was seen repairing telephone wires at S.28.a.05.00, H.Q. Artillery was
notified and party was dispersed, At 3.05 pm. party of 5 men was seen moving overland at
S.22.a.10.90. Artillery fired on them. Trenches and Works. Fresh earth seen on parapet
of enemy’s trenches in several places, notably A.5.a.3.4., A.4.b.05.70., A.4.a.98.15., About
12 men were seen throwing earth out of Swischen Stellung at at S.29.a.10.05 – S.28.b.90.40 at
11 am. Artillery was notified. There is a long low mound at S.22.c.40.60, where earth
has been thrown up. Mud has been thrown out of front line at various places along the
front.
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Casualties:- 49th. Battalion 2 O.Rs wounded.

Tue, Jan 16, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active firing on working parties in support line and
SWISCHEN STELLUNG. Our heavies fired on T.M. Emplacements. Enemy’s
artillery fired 2 rds. of 77 mm. and 2 rds. of 4.1" near SOMBARD Line at 2.35 pm. Those
were only shots fired during the day by him. Trench Mortars. Our Heavy T.M. made
good shooting on trench between BROADMARSH and DURAND Craters, timbers,
sandbags, wire, etc., being thrown up. Our Stokes fired 295 rds. on points in enemy’s
lines. A great deal of damage done, and much material thrown into the air. Enemy’s
H.T.Ms were active, firing on ROSS Street, VERNON and DEVON Saps. A mortar at
S.28.b. (Not Josephine No.2. at S.28.b.23.25) fired 7 rds, 6 being air bursts and 1 failing to
explode. 15 rds. of Medium T.M. fired in rear of P.74, about 35% of these either being blind
or air bursts. 30 Light T.Ms and 40 darts fell between lines in front of P.75 and P.76.

Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our sentries on DURAND bombed enemy post at
S.22.c.15.35 about 10 am. Shouts were heard. Rifle Grenades were inactive. Enemy is
much more inactive than two weeks ago. Occasional bombs thrown at our posts usually fell
short and often failed to explode. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2800 rds.
on points in enemy’s lines during afternoon and evening. Our Lewis Guns swept enemy
front line and posts during the night. Enemy’s M.G. fire normal. Sniping. Observed
hits made at S.28.a.50.55 and S.28.a.55.50. Enemy snipers inactive, but one hit made on
man in DUFFIELD. Patrols. Sgt. Holloway and Pte. Klukas, 49th. Bn. made a
daylight patrol, leaving No.4 Sap on CHASSERY (S.28.c.3.5½) at 12 noon. They proceeded
up sap which runs from this point to S.28.c.5¼.6½, in German front line, finding first part of
sap a succession of shell holes with several feet of water, then becoming very shallow with
little protection from view. About 20 yards from enemy front line there is a little broken
wire; where sap joins German line the German line is built up with sandbags, a post
apparently being maintained here (S.28.c.5½.6½) This point is also the junction of a sap
from ALBANY. There is a gap in German wire 15 yards to the right of this post; enemy’s
wire is fairly strong, though uneven. The sap from ALBANY is not wired in except for a
little broken wire where it joins ALBANY. A noise resembling compressed air drill was
heard underneath bend in sap. Patrol returned at 2 pm. Other patrols examined ground
between WATLING and LICHFIELD. There are 3 enemy posts on this front, strong wire
being placed in front of the two nearest WATLING. Sap running out from A.4.a.7½.2.
approx. is badly broken up, and there is a gap about 12 feet in wire here. Movement.
Considerable movement was seen during the day. At A.6.d.5.2. man came to edge of
THELUS Wood and walked in N.W. direction. He semaphored to 2 other men who got out
of trench at A.6.c.45.65., and followed him back into THELUS Wood. Several parties were
seen behind BIRKIN at S.28.a.5.8. All were fired on and one hit was made. At 10.40 am.
party of 4 men seen working near H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00. They were dispersed several times
by fire from our 18 pdrs. and 4.1s. Trenches and Works. Considerable new earth thrown on
parapet at several points in enemy’s trenches. Enemy building up post in B.9. Crater with
sandbags. From S.29.a.05.00 to a point 50 yards north considerable work has been done and
is still going on. Enemy appears to be either deepening his trench or digging dugouts.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 17, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active during the day, firing on enemy trenches and wire.
Enemy’s artillery nil. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 144 rds. during the day,
considerable damage being done to enemy front line east of B.4 and B.5 Craters, and east of
ALBANY, PATRICIA, GRANGE and DURAND Craters, much material being thrown into
the air. Enemy post and trench at S.22.c. 25.35. was fired on effectively, also M.G.
emplacement on B.4 Crater. Enemy’s H.T.M. Hildegarde fired 3 rds. rear of DEVON
between 2 and 2.15 pm. Medium T.M. fired 10 rds. on GIVENCHY Road and COMMON,
no damage being done. 30 rds. Light T.M. fired on saps leading to PATRICIA Group. 30
aerial darts fired on BIRKIN Sap in front of P. Line. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. 5
R.G’s fired from S.28.a.60.45 on COMMON Sap near P. Line. Several R.G’s fell in rear of
DURAND. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2250 rds. on points in enemy
lines during the night. Our Lewis Guns and enemy’s M.Gs normal. Sniping. One hit
claimed on man clearing front trench. 2 observed hits made at S.28.a.55.50. Enemy snipers
more active than for past few days. Movement. At 2 pm. 2 men seen working at
S.29.a.05.00 dispersed by artillery. Trolley car observed passing low spot in trench at
S.28.c.75. 25. Men also observed passing this spot between 9 and 10.30 am. Snipers fired on
this place, and location given to artillery. Party of 10 men seen on LES TILLEULS Road at
A.5.b.4.1. were fired on by our snipers. General. The day was very poor for observation
owing to snow storms. Nothing could be observed at all up to 1.00 pm.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accid. wounded. 49th. Battalion 2 O.R. accid. wounded.

Thu, Jan 18, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was fairly active, firing on enemy’s front and support lines.
Enemy’s artillery inactive. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were active, destroying wire E. of
LICHFIELD, around ITALY Sap and opposite WATLING Crater. Post on ALBANY and
post E. of DUFFIELD Crater completely destroyed, and much damage done to enemy front
line. Enemy’s H.T.M. at S.28.d.55.65 fired 10 rds. into our line between ALBANY
and DEVON Craters. Light T.M. fired 11 rounds in front of TIDZA Crater. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired 1750 rounds on selected points in rear of enemy lines.
Enemy’s M.Gs less active than usual. Sniping. Our snipers claim 3 hits. One at
A.4.a.8.4., one opposite BIRKIN and one opposite GRANGE. Hostile sniper active against
our BIRKIN CRATER. Movement. At S.28.c.75.25, men and a trolley car were
observed passing this point. 3 men seen at A.4.a.8.2. Party of men seen at A.5.b.4.4.
Party was seen in rear of DEVON Crater just at daylight. Scattered movement observed in
S.29.a. and S.22.c. Trenches and Works. Newly turned earth seen at S.29.c.2.7. and
A.5.a.3.9. General. At 4 pm. heavy fog settled down. Horns could be heard in rear of
German lines. An inter-Brigade relief took place on the night January 18th/19th. The
R.C.R. relieved the 49th. Battalion in the Right Sub-section, and the 42nd. Battalion relieved
the P.P.C.L.I. in the Left Sub-section. The 49th. Battalion went into Brigade Reserve at LA
PORTIQUE, and the P.P.C.L.I. into Divisional Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accid. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. Lieut. Andrew M. GAMMELL
wounded.

Fri, Jan 19, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our 9.2s fired 45 rds. on H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00, S.28.b.50.68, dugouts and suspected
emplacements at S.28.b.90.60. Our 4.5s fired on H.T.Ms with good effect, and on suspected
O.P. at about S.28.a.80.45. 18 pdrs. fired on sniper’s position N.E. lip of B.G. crater, direct
hit being made. Enemy’s artillery fired 10 rds. 4.1s in vicinity of PYLONES and rear of P.
Line. In retaliation for direct hit by our 9.2s on S.28.b.90.60, enemy opened on our Left Sub-
section with 5.9s, 4.1s and 77 mm. Direct hit was made on GRANGE and Company H.Q. in
BIRKIN, S.28.a.0.4½. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 232 rds. on enemy saps and
posts, working party in trench E. of DUFFIELD Crater being dispersed. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
were active, firing on Observation Line, O.64, DEVON Crater and vicinity of P.74. H.T.M.
fired from S.28.d.30.40, Hildegarde from S.28.d.55.65 and Josephine No. 2 from
S.28.b.23.25. Usual light T.M. activity. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G.
batteries active during the night on enemy’s front line posts. Enemy R.G. fire normal. On
left sub-section our Lewis Guns fired 1500 rds on enemy posts and saps. Sniping. Hits
were made by our snipers on two large parties of enemy seen going out of PRINCE ARNOLF
GRABEN, about 4.15 pm. Observed hits made on sentries rear of BIRKIN, S.28.a.5.7, and
at S.28.a.4.9. Snipers on Right Sub-section claim 2 hits. Enemy snipers firing from
WATLING Crater Post and rear of B.4. Movement. Enemy working party of 20 men
seen in trench at S.28.d.15.10, dispersed by our snipers. 3 men carrying packs and rifles
got out of GRENADIER GRABEN and into trench at A.5.d.35.40. Suspected O.P. or M.G.
Emplacement at S.28.c.80.45. Men seen to leave place hurriedly when it was fired on by
artillery. Trenches and Works. S.29.a.05.00 – large quantities of earth thrown up near
suspected H.Q. Sandbags and sniper’s plates have been put in enemy post at S.22.c.1½.4½.
Sandbags give protection from snipers in DUFFIELD No.2. New earth and sandbags seen in
front line in several places. Aircraft. At 1.35 pm. an aeroplane was seen flying low E. of
LA FOLIE WOOD. General. At 4.55 pm. 3 sets of signals of 3 Very Lights each fired
from rear of Craters, commencing at DURAND and going to VERNON. No apparent
action followed these signals. A man, thought to be a civilian, was seen in trench opposite
DURAND at 1 p.m.

Casualties. – Nil.

Sat, Jan 20, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. During the day our 9.2s fired with good results on H.Q. at S.29.a.05.00 and trench
junction at S.29.b.50.68. Our 4.5s fired on T.M. emplacements, front line between
LICHFIELD and B.4 Crater and along PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN. Our 18 pdrs. cut enemy
wire between DEVON and VERNON Craters. At 7.30 pm. our 4.5s and 18 pdrs. carried
out brisk bombardment of enemy’s support lines and communication trenches opposite Left
Sub-section. Enemy retaliated to our Artillery with a few 4.1s and 77 mm. scattered over
forward area. Trench Mortars. From 2.30 to 3.45 pm. our 2" T.Ms were active, firing
on enemy’s wire right and left of WATLING Crater. 61 rds. fired. Our Stokes fired 242 rds.
during the day on enemy posts and saps. Much damage done, and wire and engineering
material thrown in the air. Enemy’s H.T.Ms Hildegarde and Josephine were active during
the day, the former firing between DEVON and ROSS STREET and the latter in rear of P.74.
About 50 aerial torpedoes fell in vicinity of DE LA FOURCHE and O.63, damaging our wire
considerably. Light T.Ms and aerial torpedoes fired at intervals throughout the day on
junction of BIRKIN Sap and OBSERVATION LINE. Bombing and Rifle Grenades.
Our R.G. Batteries very active firing on enemy saps and posts. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs active during the night on points in rear of enemy’s lines. Lewis Guns
kept up intermittent fire on gaps in enemy’s wire. Enemy M.G. in front line N. of VERNON
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opened up during the evening but was silenced by our rifle grenades. Sniping. 2
observed hits were made at S.28.c.6.7., 2 at A.4.d.3.9. and 1 on BROADMARSH Crater.
Movement. Considerable movement observed at various points in enemy’s lines during the
day. At S,28,d.40.25 men were seen throughout the day observing over our lines. At 4.30
pm. 15 men with packs disappeared from LENS-ARRAS Road into GRENADIER GRABEN
at A.5.b.45.45. Working party seen cleaning trench and revetting at S.21.b.9.3. Our 4.5s
fired 2 salvoes, and 4 wounded men were seen making their way into another trench.
Trenches and Works. Enemy attempted to mend his wire between B.4 and B.5., but was
dispersed by our rifle grenades. Dirt being thrown out of trench and quantities of fresh earth
on parapet were observed at several places. General. Enemy seems to be nervous.
He used many Very Lights through the night, especially in the vicinity of gaps in his wire.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded.

Sun, Jan 21, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was active during the day. Our Heavies fired on T.M.
Emplacements, silencing one T.M. Enemy’s artillery more active than usual. 77
mm. fired on our wire to right and left of LICHFIELD and on DENNIS LA ROCK. 4.1s on
junction of LA SALLE and QUARRIES and shrapnel on GOODMAN and P.74. Trench
Mortars. Our 2" T.Ms fired 100 rds. on enemy’s front line wire between LICHFIELD and
WATLING, making several lanes. Stokes fired 251 rds. on enemy’s crater posts, front line
wire and front line trenches, doing much damage. Enemy’s H.T.Ms fired on ROSS
Street and O.S.64, where they blew in about 15 yards of trench. Activity with aerial
torpedoes against junction of GRANGE C.T. and P. Line, and rear of PATRICIA.
Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs were active along whole front, keeping gaps in
enemy’s wire open, and firing on snipers posts. Working party in GRANGE Crater was
dispersed. Enemy inactive. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired as usual
on dumps and communication trenches during the night. Lewis Guns swept enemy’s front
line and posts at intervals during the night. Wiring party in front of WATLING dispersed.
Enemy’s M.G. fire normal. Sniping. 4 observed hits made at A.4.a.75.50 and 1 at
A.4.a.75.40. Left Battalion claim 4 hits. Enemy snipers active, one man being hit in
DUFFIELD Post. Patrols. The snow interfered with patrols. Movement.
Working party repairing trench at S.21.b.85.45, dispersed by our 4.5s. 4 men repairing road
at A.5.d.22.65. Man observed at different times during day at A.4.d.70.60. Trenches and
Works. New wire placed between B.4 and WATLING craters ; destroyed by our Artillery.
Fresh earth on parapet at several places. New earth at both sides of ARTILLERY WEG.
New wire on lip of BIRKIN Crater. General. Enemy appears to be very nervous,
sniping and T.M. fire being quit active. Many flares used along the whole front.

CASUALTIES. – R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, 2 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Battalion – 1 O.R. killed, 2
O.R. accidentally wounded.

Mon, Jan 22, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our 18 pdrs. were active throughout the day. Our 9.2s carried out effective
bombardment of enemy trenches and works around S.28.d.25.68, between 11.15 am to 12
noon. Our 4.5s fired 4 rds. on A.4.a.80.80. Enemy’s 77 mm. active against
SOMBARD and to left of GRANGE. His 4.1s fired in vicinity of PARALLEL VIII and
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DENIS LA ROCK. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 324 rds during the day,
completely destroying enemy posts E. of DURAND and S.E. of BIRKIN, and severely
damaging posts E. of PATRICIA and N. of CHASSERY. An unusual amount of sandbags,
wire, material etc., thrown up out of enemy’s trenches, which were severely damaged.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms active in rear of DEVON Crater and vicinity ROSS STREET and BOYAU
POQUET. 89 aerial torpedoes fired around O.63 did no damage, and 65 behind GRANGE
and PATRICIA Craters also ineffective. About 45 L.T.Ms fired on Left sub-section during
the day, but no damage done. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G. Batteries active
against enemy posts and snipers plates. 215 grenades fired on Left sub-section with good
results. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs active against selected points in rear of
enemy’s lines during the night. Lewis Guns carried out intermittent fire against gaps in
enemy’s wire and points where new work has been observed. Sniping. 5 observed hits
claimed by our snipers during the day. Patrols. On the afternoon of the 21st. Lieut.
Naylor and Cpl. Longueil left our ALBANY Post and cut a gap through enemy’s wire near his
post. At 4.10 am, these two, with 3 other men, left this post and passing through enemy
wire, dropped two of their number on enemy lip of Crater. Lieut. Naylor, Cpl. Longueil and
Pte Smith continued down disused communication trench to front line, where they lay in wait
on the parapet. A German patrol of 2 men came along with 20 paces interval. The first
man was held up, but before he could be taken prisoner another patrol of 6 or 7 men was seen.
The first man was then shot, and our party withdrew. Movement. Post in BIRKIN Crater
observed to be occupied from 8 am. to 4.45 pm. At S.22.d.5.4. working party of 10 or 15
men continued work for 1½ hours, being finally dispersed by our 18 pdrs. They reappeared
at 3.20 pm. and were again dispersed by our 4.5s. Party was apparently repairing a trench,
but trees obstructed the view. Two men observed at A.4.a.97.14 sniping towards saphead at
O.62.d., from a new post; one man using telescope. At 4.30 am. a party attempted to wire
to right of WATLING Crater. They were fired on by Lewis Guns and casualties apparently
inflicted. At 10.45 am. 2 Officers walked from LES TILLEULS down the LENS-ARRAS
Road and turned off road to O.P. at A.5.d.25.95. 1 went into the post, the other examining
a map outside. They returned to road in about 5 minutes and went off towards PETIT
VIMY. Trenches and Works. New earth and wire observed at several places along
enemy’s trenches. Enemy can be heard at work near BROADMARSH throughout the
night. Aircraft. At 3.40 pm. 5 enemy planes, and at 4.30 pm. 1 enemy plane seen above
THELUS. These all disappeared in a northerly direction without crossing our lines.
General. After a salvo of 18 pdrs. directed on enemy front line opposite O.65 at 3.30 pm,
whistles were heard. These were also heard in the morning after fire from our heavy
artillery.

Casualties. 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. killed, 2 O.R. wounded. 7th Can. M.G. Coy. 1 O.R.
wounded.

Tue, Jan 23, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our small calibre guns active throughout the day and night. No shooting done by
guns of heavy calibre. Enemy’s 77 mm. guns very active throughout the day, firing in
vicinity of GRANGE, DENIS LA ROCK, PARALLEL VIII and COMMONS. 26 rds. 4.1
shrapnel fired on PORTIQUE DUMP. Very little damage done by enemy artillery. Trench
Mortars. Our Stokes fired 222 rds. on targets in vicinity WATLING Crater and other targets
along front. Considerable damage to enemy’s front line defences, much material being
thrown up. Enemy’s L.T.Ms active on GRANGE and PATRICIA Sap. About 50 aerial
torpedoes in vicinity P.75 and P.76 caused slight damage to trenches and inflicted two
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casualties. 10 rds. H.T.M. on ROSS Street and to right of ALBANY Sap. Bombing
and Rifle Grenades. Enemy fired 20 to 30 R.Gs to rear of DURAND; silenced by our R.G.
batteries. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs did considerable firing on broken
down portions of enemy trenches, also on usual selected points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Enemy M.Gs quiet, but he showed slight activity with rifle fire, which seems to come from set
rifles. Sniping. Enemy snipers showed increased activity, especially in
neighbourhood of VERNON and COMMON Saps and on right subsection. Our snipers
showed usual activity, and report 4 observed hits from right sub-section. Movement.
Three men, presumably F.C.Os seen in front line at S.22.c.10.55, observing for 77 mm. guns
firing on our wire. Considerable movement throughout the afternoon at S.29.c.10.90.
Trenches and Works. Gap in trench and wire opposite our Northern PATRICIA Post, caused
by our artillery and T.M. fire, has been repaired. New work continues along enemy’s front
line trenches. Aircraft. Planes on both sides active during the day. About 3 pm. a plane
was seen to fall in flames some distance north of our frontage, to far off to be recognised.
At 9.30 am. enemy plane flew back as far as ARRAS-BETHUNE Road, and at 10.30 am.
enemy plane was seen over MONT ST. ELOY. A plane was seen to fall behind LA FOLIE
WOOD about 10.30 am, but was too distant to be recognised. Minor Raid. At 7.30 am.
2 Officers and 22 O.Rs of the R.C.R. entered enemy trenches at A.4.a.87.42, supported by
box barrage by artillery and T.Ms. 5 prisoners were captured and several dugouts destroyed.
It is estimated that about 50 casualties were inflicted on enemy.

See Appendix “A”

The party remained in enemy trench for 10 minutes and returned, having suffered two
casualties, one slight and one severe. On the night of January 23rd/24th. an inter Brigade
relief took place. The 49th. Battalion relieved the R.C.R. in the Right sub-section and the
P.P.C.L.I. the 42nd. Battalion in the Left Sub-section. The R.C.R. went into Divisional
Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX and the 42nd. Battalion into Brigade Support at LA
PORTIQUE.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 4 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Battalion, Lieut. K.A.C. ambell, Killed, 3 O.R.
wounded. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Wed, Jan 24, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. Enemy’s artillery fairly active, firing on
our communication trenches and points in rear. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes very active,
firing 232 rds. Considerable damage done to trenches S.E. of WATLING, Posts on Albany
and EDMONTON Craters damaged, snipers post E. of VERNON badly damaged. Number
of rounds fired in retaliation for aerial darts. Enemy’s H.T.M. at A.4.a.85.75. active,
[inserted: L.T.M.] firing on area between VERNON and COMMON Saps and on P. LINE.
Number of aerial darts fired in rear of BIRKIN Sap. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Enemy
wiring party between LICHFIELD and WATLING dispersed by our R.Gs. Enemy threw 2
stick bombs at DURAND POST. Number of R.Gs fell in rear of DUFFIELD and TIDZA.
Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs fired as usual on selected targets in rear of enemy
lines. Our Lewis Guns fired at gaps in enemy’s wire during the night. Sniping. 4 hits
claimed on Right Sub-section, and one at S.22.c.10.65. Movement seen at various places
in rear of enemy’s lines and at low spots in his trenches during the day. Trenches and
Works. Enemy’s trenches repaired and new earth thrown out of his trenches at various
places. Aircraft. 4 enemy planes flew over our lines at different times during the day.
They were driven off by our anti-aircraft and M.G. fire. A number of our planes were up
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during the day. One of our planes engaged enemy at 11 am. but result could not be observed.
General. At 2 pm. 4 white flares were fired by enemy, landing in our DUFFIELD Trench. A
number of darts were immediately directed at this locality. At 11.15 am. a small bundle of
enemy documents and papers in the form of a roll, tied with string, were picked up in the
Observation Line in rear of DUFFIELD. It is not known how these papers came to be there.

Casualties:- R.C.R., att. Trench Mortar Bty. 1 O.R. killed. 42nd. Battalion 2 O.R. wounded.

Thu, Jan 25, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. An organised shoot with 9.2s took place.
Excellent work done in vicinity of B.4, B.5 and B.6, much trench material being thrown in the
air. Enemy’s artillery active, firing with 77 mm. and 4.1s on vicinity of firing line, O.62,
in Sunken Road S. of ROSS Street, and in DENIS LA ROCK. A number of 77 mm. fired on
P.LINE, SOMBARD LINE, and vicinity of EMPIRE REDOUBT. Trench Mortars.
Our Stokes particularly active along Brigade Front, doing considerable damage to enemy’s
wire, posts and trenches. 287 rds. in all were fired. Enemy’s T.Ms more than usually
active, some damage being done to O. Line and CHASSERY communication trench. 40
aerial torpedoes in vicinity of O.63, and a number of H.T.Ms in vicinity of DEVON Crater.
On left sub-section number of L.T.Ms fired near P. LINE between BIRKIN and COMMONS.
Patrols. A patrol on right sub-section report post between CHASSERY and ALBANY to be
occupied by enemy. Enemy wiring party seen opposite CHASSERY. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active by night, firing 3500 rds. on targets in rear of
enemy’s lines. Sniping. 1 hit claimed on right sub-section and 3 on left sub-section.
Movement. Working party dispersed during the night in vicinity B.4 and B.5 Craters. Man
seen moving along from junction of ARTILLERIE WEG and Support Line to H.T.M.
Emplacement at S.28.b.23.25. This trench is evidently shallow and in bad condition. Men
seen observing artillery fire from S.28.b.1.3. Trenches and Works. New earth
observed on Tape Line and at several locations in enemy’s lines. Sacking has been thrown
over aperture of M.G. Emplacement at S.29.c.20.70. Aircraft. Enemy plane observed
to fall partially under control north of THELUS, as result of engagement with one of our
planes. General. At 8.40 am. a train was heard at approx. 75 degrees T.B. from
S.28.a.60.85.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. wounded, since died of wounds 1 O.R., 42nd. Battn. 1 O.R. accid.
wounded.
At night, Brigadier A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., proceeded to 3rd. Canadian Division, to
take over temporary command of the Division, and Lieutenant Colonel W.A. Griesbach,
D.S.O., Officer Commanding 49th. Canadian Battalion, took over command of the Brigade.

Fri, Jan 26, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery was active, firing on trenches and emplacements. Enemy’s artillery
not active. A few 77 mm. fell on O.62 and a number of 4.1s in vicinity of LA SALLE and
the QUARRIES. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were again active doing considerable
damage to enemy’s wire and trenches, and firing on and dispersing working parties. Wire in
front of DURAND Crater badly damaged. 219 rounds were fired. Enemy’s H.T.Ms
again fired about ROSS Street, Support Line and Company H.Q. 20 rds. M.T.M. in vicinity
of P. LINE between BIRKIN and COMMON Saps. Number of darts in vicinity of
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GRANGE. No damage done. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs carried out a shoot
on selected points in rear. Enemy M.Gs fairly active, firing short bursts during the night.

Sniping. 1 hit claimed on Right Sub-section, and one at S.22.c.60.65. Enemy
snipers active on Left Sub-section, firing from BROADMARSH on our Crater Posts.

Movement. Considerable movement seen throughout the day. Working party of 15
men seen behind the ECOLE COMMUNE. Trenches and Works. Enemy continues
work along his trenches, new earth being seen at several points. Patrols. An Officer and
N.C.O. patrolled between DURAND and BROADMARSH, locating enemy working party,
which was dispersed by Lewis Guns. Aircraft. 2 enemy planes seen over our lines
during the day.

Casualties:- N I L.

Sat, Jan 27, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery again active during the day. By night they shelled enemy’s C.Ts and
dumps. Enemy’s artillery fairly active from 8.30 am. till noon, firing on front line, C.Ts and
QUARRY Line of Left Sub-section. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes more than usually
active, firing 666 rounds, and badly damaging enemy’s front line, Crater posts and wire. A
barrage was placed on enemy front line S.E. and N.E. of DURAND to cover P.P.C.L.I.
raiding party. Enemy’s M.T.M. threw 10 rds. on P. Line and GIVENCHY Road. Not
active on right sub-section. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.Gs dispersed
enemy party working on wire between CHASSERY and ALBANY Craters. Number of
R.Gs fired at his posts. Enemy R.Gs not active. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our
M.Gs more than usually active, firing 9,000 rds. on points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Sniping. Our snipers active, claiming several hits during the day. Enemy snipers active
during minor raid on left sub-section. Movement. Small parties and sentries seen at
several points in enemy’s lines during the day. Trenches and Works. Revetting and
screening material seen at S.22.b.23.25. Mound about 20 yards to south has opening in side
about 1 foot 8 inches in diameter. M.G. Emplacement at S.29.c.20.60 has been altered,
opening being partly covered. Aircraft. A number of aeroplanes were over our lines
during the day. They were driven off by fire from anti-aircraft guns. Minor Raid. At
8.20 am. on 27th. inst. a raiding party of P.P.C.L.I. consisting of Major A. Rasmussen and 12
O.Rs entered the enemy trench at S.22.c.18.31, under cover of a Stokes barrage. The raid
was entirely successful, many casualties inflicted, enemy’s post destroyed and 2 prisoners
were brought in.

At 4 am on the 28th instant, raiding party of the P.P.C.L.I. attempted to rush enemy listening
post on BIRKIN Crater. Enemy was apparently on the alert and immediately bombed our
party, inflicting 2 slight casualties. Our party killed 2 of enemy in post, and then withdrew.

P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.Rs wounded.

Sun, Jan 28, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery displayed the usual activity. Enemy’s artillery very active between
7 and 8 am, evidently in retaliation for raid. 60 rds.77 mm. between GRANGE and BIRKIN
Saps and 25 rds. 5.9s in same vicinity. Trench Mortars Our Stokes fired 118 rds. in
conjunction with minor operation on enemy’s front line and posts, with good results.
Enemy’s H.T.M. at S.22.d.55.65 fired 4 rds. rear of CHASSERY at 12.15 pm. L.T.M fired
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60 rds. on O.63, and 30 rds rear of PATRICIA and BIRKIN. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs fired 2000 rds. during the night on points in rear of enemy’s lines.
Sniping. Our snipers fired on several targets, but hits not observed. Enemy snipers active
from 9 to 10.30 am. Movement. Several men observed entering and leaving dugout
in earth mound at S.29.c.15.85. Men observed at several points in enemy’s trenches.
Trenches and Works. Working party heard in enemy line S. of VERNON Crater. Enemy
endeavoured to mend wire on left of WATLING Crater about 11 pm, but was dispersed by
out Lewis Guns. Aircraft. A number of aeroplanes were over our lines during the day.
They were engaged by our anti-aircraft guns, and driven off. General. Enemy much
quieter than usual during afternoon and night. Minor Raid. At 7 am. on 28th. instant, a
raiding party of 49th. Battalion, consisting of Lieut. J.H.M. Emslie, No. 432992, Sgt. H.L.
Holloway and 19 O.Rs entered enemy trenches at S.28.c.7.6., under cover of an artillery
barrage. The raid was entirely successful. A number of dugouts were bombed, and about 30
casualties inflicted on the enemy, about 9 dead Germans being seen in his trenches. 8
unwounded prisoners were brought in. Our casualties were two slightly wounded with
shrapnel in enemy trenches.

Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I., Lieuts. G.W. Little and A.N.B. Mortimer and 1 O.R. wounded.
42nd. Battn. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion. 1 O.R. killed. Lieut. L.G. Jellett and 5 O.Rs.
wounded.

On the night of January 28th/29th. an inter-Brigade relief was carried out. The R.C.R.
relieved the 49th. Battalion in the right sub-section, the latter going to Divisional Reserve at
BOIS DES ALLEUX. The 42nd. Battalion relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the left sub-section, the
latter going into Brigade Support at LA PORTIQUE.

Mon, Jan 29, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our Field artillery active during the day, shelling enemy’s C.Ts, dumps in rear and
his front line. Our 6" shelled THELUS. Enemy’s artillery unusually quiet.
Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 115 rds. during the day with good effect on enemy’s front
line and posts. Enemy H.T.M. fired 7 rds. on ROSS Street and O.63. M.T.M. and L.T.M.
fired on O.63 and O.64. 8 H.T.M. fell on left sub-section, 5 of these being “duds”. 40
aerial darts fired in vicinity of P. Line and BIRKIN Sap. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs more than usually active, firing 6,500 rds. on selected points in enemy’s
lines. Our Lewis Guns active, sweeping enemy’s front line and posts, and keeping gaps in
enemy’s wire open. Sniping. Our snipers obtained no observed hits. Enemy snipers
active, obtaining 1 hit on left sub-section. Patrols. Lieut. England and 1 N.C.O. left
our lines at 11 am, and proceeded along disused Sap running between the TWINS and
CHASSERY Craters. About 40 yds. From out No.2 post this sap joins another disused sap
running roughly North and South. At this point they found 3 boxes of Mills bombs, one of
which was brought back to our lines. This sap runs to a blind end N.E. of TWIN Crater.
Patrol then proceeded North to enemy post on East Lip. No movement was seen or heard in
enemy trenches.

2 men thought to be an enemy patrol were fired at by our WATLING Post at 12.30 am. At
11.30 pm. our No.7 post, O.64, was approached by 4 men. This party was driven back by
Lewis Guns and bombs. At 1.30 am. two men were seen in the same vicinity and the same
action taken. Movement. A man came overland from PETIT VIMY and entered trench
at A.5.b.80.40. Some movement seen in enemy trenches during the day. Trenches
and Works. New sandbags have been put on parapet at S.28.d.30.40. Telescope was
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observed being used from this point. Small pile of bathmats can be seen in front of trench at
S.28.d.80.60. Aircraft. Several enemy planes flew over our lines during the day, but were
all engaged by our planes, and retired. Enemy anti-aircraft guns very active. General.
Throughout the night a steam engine could be distinctly heard in vicinity of PRINZ ARNOLF
GRABEN. Enemy seem very nervous and use many flares.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded, 42nd. Battalion, 2 O.Rs wounded ( 1
accidental).

Tue, Jan 30, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active. Enemy’s artillery active, firing a number of 77 mm. on
O.62, O.63, DE LA FOURCHE, LA SALLE Ave. and QUARRY Line. A number of 4.1s
and 5.9s in NEUVILLE ST. VAAST and a few rds. on P. Line between COMMONS and
VERNON Trenches. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes fired 220 rds. doing considerable
damage to enemy’s front line and wire, and destroying enemy post East of DUFFIELD.
Some night firing was done between GRANGE and DUFFIELD, and on front line N.E. of
DUFFIELD. Our Stokes also fired with good retaliatory effect to enemy’s darts. Enemy
H.T.M fired 2 rds. vicinity of CHASSERY TRENCH and 2 in in vicinity of ALBANY. A
number of M.T.Ms on O.63, rear of B.4 Crater, and behind P.73 and P.74. Josephine No.2
fired 10 rds. in front of VERNON Sap. A number of aerial torpedoes in vicinity of DE LA
FOURCHE. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our Rifle Grenadiers active throughout
the night on enemy’s posts. Enemy threw 2 egg bombs in vicinity of WATLING Crater
Post, and a few R.Gs in vicinity of LICHFIELD. A number of R.Gs and darts fell in vicinity
of P.76 and P.77. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active throughout
the night, firing 4000 rds. on targets in rear of enemy’s lines. Enemy’s M.Gs not so active
as usual. Sniping. Our snipers claim 4 hits on enemy in low part of trench opposite
GRANGE. Our snipers have put new sniping post in P.77 which covers enemy’s snipers
position on BROADMARSH. Periscopic rifles are used in BIRKIN and DUFFIELD
Craters. Movement. Slight movement seen on LENS-ARRAS Road. Considerable
movement at S.29.c.15.85. Trenches and Works. Enemy is constructing new
trench or reclaiming old one on highest point of BROADMARSH opposite our No.2 Sap.
New work observed on several of enemy’s posts and his wire has been repaired and
strengthened at several points. Loose wire has been placed on parapet of front line from
WATLING to B.4 Crater. Several parties were dispersed here during the night by Lewis Gun
fire. Aircraft. Enemy plane observed over our lines during the morning, but was forced to
return by our anti-aircraft fire. General. Enemy put up 2 white flares behind
GRANGE at 10.10 am; no apparent results followed. When our Stokes opened fire between
GRANGE and DUFFIELD at 11.30 pm., enemy sent up red flare.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded, P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded, 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R.
killed.

Wed, Jan 31, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery very active during the day. At 2.30 pm. our heavies carried out a
bombardment of PRINZ ARNOLF GRABEN, doing considerable damage. At 9 pm. an
active bombardment of enemy’s front line system to left of DURAND was carried out.
Enemy’s artillery fairly active, especially during the afternoon, when they retaliated to our
heavies with 5.9s, 4.1s, and 77 mm. shells on our front, support and communication trenches.
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Trench Mortars. Our Stokes active during the day. They did much damage to enemy front
line trenches and wire, and completely destroyed snipers post on DURAND. Sandbags and
timber were thrown into the air from front line between DURAND and BROADMARSH, and
4 of the enemy were seen running from this place. They also fired on enemy’s front line and
C.Ts in retaliation for darts. Enemy’s H.T.Ms active, firing in vicinity of ROSS Street and
O.S. 64. Number of aerial torpedoes fired in vicinity of O.62, DE LA FOURCHE, P. 75 and
P.76. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. Our R.G. batteries active through the night.
Enemy’s R.G. Batteries silenced by our Stokes Guns. Machine Gun and Rifle
Fire. Our M.Gs fired 4500 rds. during the night on enemy’s C.Ts and selected points in the
rear. Enemy showed more activity with his M.Gs on the right sub-section during the early
part of the night than usual. Sniping. Our snipers active during the day, claiming 4
observed hits and several periscopes broken. Patrols. A patrol left No.7 post and
proceeded to sap running from CHASSERY to B.7. The wire along this sap is about 12 feet
deep and very strong. An enemy post was seen in this sap about 20 yards E. of CHASSERY
Crater. This post was bombed, and the patrol withdrew. Movement. Some movement
seen in THELUS. Considerable movement observed in various parts of enemy’s lines
during the day. During the night, trucks could be heard on light railway to the left rear of
WATLING Crater. Trenches and Works. H.T.Ms which were active during the day
were located at the following points:- S.28.d.3.4., S.28.b.23.25., (Mortars from this
emplacement were all air bursts), S.28.d.55.65. Several enemy wiring parties were dispersed
during the night. Enemy continues work on his trenches, new earth being thrown out at
several places. Aircraft. Several of out ow n and enemy’s planes were up during the
day. General. Heavy transport could be heard on the THELUS Road throughout the
night. At 12 midnight 30 yellow flares, bursting into red, were observed to the right of our
right sub-section. At 2.50 am. red flares were sent up from left of BIRKIN. At 11.30 pm. a
succession of purple flares were sent up opposite the centre company on our left sub-section.
Indications point to a relief taking place on the right sub-section during the night.
Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. killed, 1 O.R. wounded.

1.2.17. [War Diary signed by W.A. Griesbach, Lieutenant-Colonel]

“A”

Report on Enemy Raid on No. 9 Post, B.5 Crater, S.28.c.7.1½..
at 8.00 pm. January 12th. 1917.

By Company Commander, Royal Canadian Regt.
---------------------------------------

At 8.00 p.m. there were three Officers on duty, Lieuts. McCallum, Pickford and
Macpherson. Lieuts. McCallum and Macpherson were visiting the posts and while at No. 7 a
shriek was heard from No. 9 Post. The Officers rushed to the scene, and when at “A” (see
sketch attached) the Germans were seen against the sky line at “B”. Lieut. MacCallum fired
at these men, and one was seen to fall. We then went up to the post at “C”, where a bomber
was still on duty. What happened was as follows:-

The enemy patrol entered our line between Post 9 and Post 11, very probably by the
unoccupied post “D” and there was very nearly continuous machine gun fire at this time
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which enabled the patrol to approach without being heard. The next thing that happened was
that all of a sudden the post found themselves held up at half a yard off. One man threw up
his hands, the other fought with his enemy and succeeded in holding him down, when he was
shot at by the other Germans. He let his man go and ran down the sap to the Lewis Gunners
in “E” . The bomber took cover under the shelter but did not throw a bomb as the space was
so confined that he would have got friend and foe alike. Two of the enemy went across our
wire with their prisoner at “F” . The other three went over at “B”, where they were fired
upon as mentioned before. The bomber then got out of the shelter and fired upon the party
that left at “F”. All the grenades were knocked over in the scuffle. The left arm of “Y” sap
was then entered, but nothing was found.

The matter was reported to Headquarters, and Major Willetts came up for further
details. The post was again visited, and when the left arm of the “Y” sap was entered, the
feet of the prisoner were seen protruding from the small shelter. He was hauled out and
proved to be a Hun. He had three egg bombs with him, which he left behind in the shelter.
He was shot through the leg, but not badly. He was escorted to Headquarters.

The left arm of the “Y” sap is now manned and wire is being put in front of the post
and the disused trench is being further blocked with wire.

13.1.17. (sgd) E.E. MacCallum. Lieutenant.

Situation sketch.

Thu, Feb 1, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE, Reference Map VIMY 36c.S.W.
3. 1/10,000 & ROCLINCOURT, 51 B. N.W.1, 1/10,000.

Artillery. At 7.00 am, our artillery, assisted by Trench Mortars and Stokes Guns, placed a
barrage around WATLING Crater, simulating attack. Our guns active throughout the rest of
the day. Enemy’s artillery retaliated with 77 cm. Shells at 7.30 am, firing a number of shells
on DENIS LA ROCK, COMBOW and PARALLEL 8. A few of heavier calibre were fired
into LA TARGETTE. Trench Mortars. Our Stokes were active, firing 308 rds. during
the day on enemy’s front line trenches and posts. Post and wire E. of PATRICIa were
damaged, and new work E. of DURAND was destroyed. Our 2" mortars fired between
B.4 and B.5. Enemy’s L.T.Ms fired a number of rds. on DE LA FOURCHE and O.63. A
number of L.T.Ms and darts on P.74, P.75, GIVENCHY Road and BIRKIN Sap. 3 H.T.Ms
fell on P.74. Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. During the demonstration in the morning, our
M.Gs fired 3000 rds. on THELUS and PETIT VIMY and road through S.29.b and S.29.d.
During the night our M.Gs fired on enemy C.Ts and selected points in rear of his lines.
Enemy’s M.Gs showed the usual activity. Sniping. 1 hit is claimed from DUFFIELD
No.2 Post. Enemy snipers much less active than usual. Movement. 3 men
observed at S.28.b.15.35 appeared to be looking over our lines. At S.28.b.70.65 6 men
were seen passing low spot in SWISCHEN STELLUNG. A man was seen opposite
PATRICIA No.2 Post wearing a Field Cap with Red Band. Considerable movement was
observed in enemy’s lines throughout the morning. Trenches and Works. Enemy is
doing a great deal of work cleaning out and repairing his trenches. New earth and chalk
observed at several points along his parapet. Enemy appears to be rebuilding his old
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bombing post on the southern lip of CHASSERY Crater. Mound of earth at S.29.c.20.70
has been removed. Enemy post opposite out BIRKIN Post has been strengthened. At
S.22.d.3.8. a large bellis suspended from framework (2 uprights and cross-piece).
Aircraft. A number of enemy planes were up during the day. During the afternoon 5 of
them attacked one of our planes, forcing it to descend in our lines. A number of enemy
captive balloons were up for short periods during the day. General. A white flare,
and then a red one, with seven minutes interval, were sent up opposite our right sub-section at
7 pm. No apparent action followed.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, Lieut. W.M. Ewart Ross accidentally wounded by
parachute light. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed.

Fri, Feb 2, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. At 8 am. our 18 pdrs and 4.5s, in conjunction with Stokes Guns and 2" T.Ms, put a
barrage on German Support Line behind B.4 and B.6, lasting for 10 minutes. During the
rest the day our 18 pdrs. and 4.5s were active. Enemy’s artillery retaliated to our
simulated attack with 4.1s, H.T.Ms and M.T.Ms on our C.Ts and firing positions, and with
heavy shrapnel and H.E. on WINCHESTER HOUSE, PARALLEL 8, O.62.S, WATLING
ST. and DE LA FOURCHE. Trench Mortars. Out Stokes fired 129 rds. during the
day on enemy’s front line and posts. They dispersed enemy working party S. of DURAND
Crater. Enemy’s H.T.Ms and L.T.Ms very active against P.74 and P.75 throughout the
day; L.T.Ms fired 70 rds in vicinity of DE LA FOURCHE and O.63 during the afternoon.
Machine Gun and Rifle Fire. At 8 am. our M.Gs fired 3500 rds. in co-operation with
simulated attack, and during the night they fired 5000 rds on enemy’s C.Ts and rear positions.
Our Lewis Guns dispersed 2 enemy wiring parties between B.4 and B.5. Patrols.
Defensive patrols covered our front during the night. Movement. Considerable
movement was seen in enemy’s trenches and rear works throughout the day. At 11 am. 5
men were seen digging at S.29.c.20.65, but disappeared before artillery could open up on
them. At 2.45 pm. 3 men reappeared at this place. Movement was observed on the
LENS-ARRAS Road through the day. Sentries were observed at several points in enemy’s
lines. Trenches and Works. Mound at S.28.b.17.10 appears to have an opening or shaft near
the top. Chalk observed here. At S.29.c.20.75 men were seen emptying chalk from bags.
1 of these men was wearing a white smock. Large volumes of smoke seen issuing from
trench during the day at A.5.d.95.40 and A.5.c.50.70. Aircraft very active throughout
the day. Enemy planes over our lines at intervals between 9 am and 12 noon. Our planes
patrolled our own and enemy’s lines. General. Light Railway train, heavily loaded,
moving from south to north, was heard due east of CHASSERY Crater at 8.45 pm.

Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed, P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. accidentally wounded, 49th Battn, 1
O.R. wounded.

On the night of the 2nd/3rd. an inter-Brigade relief took place. The 49th. Battalion relieved
the R.C.R. in the right sub-section, the latter going into Brigade Support at LA PORTIQUE.
The P.P.C.L.I. relieved the 42nd. Battalion in the left sub-section, the latter going into
Divisional Reserve at BOIS DES ALLEUX.

Sat, Feb 3, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE
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Artillery. Our artillery active throughout the day, firing on selected targets in enemy’s lines.
Enemy’s artillery more active than usual. His 77 mm. and 4.1 guns fired on DENISE LA
ROCK and LICHFIELD St, O.62, O.S.62, COMBOW and P. and P.S. Line. His 77 mm.
fired on LA SALLE, SOMBARD Line, and DURAND, DUFFIELD and GRANGE Craters.
His 4.1s fired 12 rds. into NEUVILLE ST. VAAST. Trench Mortars. Our
Stokes Guns did no firing during the day. Our M.T.Ms fired a few rds. on both sub-sections.
Enemy’s H.T.Ms active. Several direct hits made on WATLING Street. L.T.Ms fired
between Observation and Firing Line, O.63. Darts active at intervals during the day between
TIDZA, COMMONS and BIRKIN Saps. Bombing and Rifle Grenades. On four
occasions the enemy tried to fix his wire on lip of B.5 Crater, but was dispersed each time by
our R.Gs. Our R.Gs dispersed enemy working party at A.4.a.7.9. Our rifle grenadiers
active along the whole front, firing salvoes into enemy front line and posts. Enemy’s R.Gs
fairly active, firing on Observation Line between DEVON and ALBANY. Machine
Gun and Rifle Fire. Our M.Gs were active, firing on ECOLE COMMUNE, THELUS
Village, and selected targets in rear of enemy’s lines. Sniping. Our snipers active
during the day, 4 observed hits being made, and 2 periscopes smashed. Movement.
Sentries were seen at several points in enemy’s lines during the day. 2 men covered with
chalk were seen at S.28.a.35.90. At S.28.b.10.20, 8 men were seen moving through trench
towards ARTILLERIE WEG. Trenches and Works. Enemy observed working at
several places repairing damage done to his trenches by our artillery. New wire observed at
several places. Work on his trenches continues, new earth and chalk being observed on
parapet. Considerable smoke seen in enemy’s lines during the day. Aircraft. Enemy’s
planes were kept well over their own line by our machines, which patrolled enemy’s lines
during the day. General. Enemy’s trains could be distinctly heard in rear of ECOLE
COMMUNE at 8.30 am. One steam engine could be heard. A new flare was seen at
8.30 pm. to the left of WATLING Crater, and another soon afterwards to the right of
LICHFIELD. This flare is similar to an ordinary white flare, but when descending it breaks
into a red flare. From 8.15 to 8.30 pm, about 500 yards east of ALBANY, enemy was
signalling with lights. No answering signals were seen. At 8.45 am, enemy sprung a small
camouflet directly in front of PATRICIA No. 2 Post. Enemy post opposite was badly
damaged. Our post was s lightly damaged.

Casualties:- 42nd. Battalion, 1 O.R. wounded.

On the night of February 3rd. Brigadier A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G., D.S.O., returned from the
3rd. Canadian Division, where he had been in temporary command, and resumed command of
the Brigade.

Sun, Feb 4, 1917 LA FOLIE SECTION, FRANCE

Artillery. Our artillery were active, firing on Support Line, H.T.M. Emplacements and
selected targets on SWISCHEN STELLUNG. Enemy’s artillery active from 10.30 am. to
2.30 pm, putting a scattered fire of 77 mm. shells over the forward area in the right sub-
section and about 20 77 mm. on GOODMAN C.T. and P.73. Trench Mortars. Stokes
fired 208 rds. on enemy’s posts, front line, wire, saps and M.G. emplacements, doing
considerable damage. Our M.T.Ms fired 43 rds. on enemy Crater Posts and Observation
Line, obtaining several hits on the latter behind GRANGE. Enemy’s T.Ms of all calibres
active against usual points in our lines. Two "3 gun" dart batteries in Support Line between
DURAND and BROADMARSH were active between 11 am. and 4 pm. Bombing &
Rifle Grenades. Our R.G batteries dispersed enemy working party behind B.4. Salvoes of
R.Gs were fired at intervals on enemy’s posts. Enemy not very active. Machine


