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Sat, Jan 1, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Fine.
Gen. Alderson met Brig. Gen. A.C. Macdonell & Battn. Commanders at Bde H.Q. Battns held
morning inspection of rifles &c.

Sun, Jan 2, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Cloudy.
A.M. Physical training, inspections of arms, ammunition, lectures on trench duties &c P.M.
Practice bomb throwing and bayonet fighting.

Mon, Jan 3, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Fair.
A.M. Inspection of arms, Platoon & Company drill, rifle exercises, practice in rapid loading.
P.M. Route march.

Tue, Jan 4, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Cloudy.
A.M. Inspection of arm equipment gas helmets &c and general fatigue – Drill with gas helmets.
P.M. Lectures. in signalling practice.

Wed, Jan 5, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Some Rain.
A.M. Companies held routine marches, marching order.
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P.M. Lectures on trench duties. &c.

Thu, Jan 6, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Fine.
A.M. Physical drill, inspection of arms, and Company drill &c.
P.M. Route march.

Fri, Jan 7, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Fine
A.M. Drill, in use of bayonet and practice in use of same with gas helmets on.
P.M. Battalion Route march.
R.C.R. relieved Battn 1st Can INf. Bde Res. H.Q. N.34.d.1.1.6. at 11 A.m. and came under 1st
Div. Orders. 42nd Battn relieved Battn 1st Can. Div Res. H.Q. M.35.d.9.4. by 11 a.m.& came
under 1st Div. Orders. (Appendix I.)

Sat, Jan 8, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
P.P.C.L.I. & 49th carried on in old location. R.C.R. took over trenches C.3. to D.2. H.Q.
T.5.a.2.3. Relief completed O.K. 42nd Bn. took over trenches D.3 to E.4. H.Q.
N.35.d.8.6.Relief completed O.K. H.Q. 7th Can. Inf. Bde relieved H.Q. 1st Can INf. Bde at
N.33.d.4.1. Relief completed and office open 4. p.m.
The Brigadier appeared the New Year honours and was promoted to C.M.G.

Sun, Jan 9, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Fine.
P.P.C.L.I. moved into Bde Res. N.34.d.1.6. & 49th into Div. Res. M.35.d.9.4. Relief completed
11. a.m. Reports from front line Very quiet. Patrol from D.2. heard enemy working in trenches
driving stakes & levelling sandbags. 9.30 p.m. 5 red lights sent up by enemy to right of D.2.
1.30 a.m. red flare sent up by enemy ¼ mile to right observed from C.4. & D.1.
Left sector heard enemy hammering stakes in support & res. lines – heard all night.

Mon, Jan 10, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Showery.
Right sector quite & little rifle fire. A patrol which was out from C4.D1 saw enemy working in
front of their trench driving stakes. Parapet & wire appearing very much knocked about. Flares
sent enemy sniper in front of trench using dummy as protection against our fire. 5 Red flares
sent up at minute intervals – all to left of C.4. Party working on parapet and most of trench C.3.
drained of water. D.1. Bath mats bridged and raised and trench drained. Party worked on
parapet of Bay 4. trench D.2. which is in bad condition.
Left Sector. Enemy threw over 12 rifle grenades about 5.30 p.m. which fell in trench 14 A. and
to rear of us. little rifle fire. No sniping done effectively. No enemy patrols sighted. Enemy very
quiet generally. No new works noticed in enemy’s lines but left section heard them [crossed out:
paving] repairing wire last night opposite junctions of D.3 & D.4. No casualties.
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Tue, Jan 11, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Right sector. Enemy very quiet occasional sniping. Left sector. Enemy fired number of rifle
grenades, called for artillery retalliation on three occasions which quietened enemy, suffered
about 12 casualties from these.
Trench works Right sector. Patrols report hearing enemy driving stakes – No mans Land
reported clear Reddish lights appeared south west from trench at 5.37 a.m. which rapidly grew
to bright yellow fire spreading outwards and after two or three minutes dying down. A white
light passed in front of it and both disappeared at 8.30 p.m. 8.45 and 10.15 greenish lights were
reported by sentries from D.2. Green flare seems to indicate machine gun fire.
Right sector Drains and parapet were worked on and improved. & new dugouts made.
Left sector. Communicating trench was widened and dressing station repaired. Walks &
drainages improved by bath mats &c. Finished machine gun emplacement at Fort Pinkie &
improving emplacements at Shell Farm. Deepening trench 14 & improving new supporting
lines. Wire entanglements put up at Fort Pinkie.

Wed, Jan 12, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
[inserted: Light Rain.]
Enemy quiet little rifle fire and sniping. Enemy shelled front line yesterday afternoon with
heavy shells for ¾ hour.
Left sector. Enemy fired rifle grenades and we replied with trench mortars with good effect, this
was about 8 a,m. After a lapse enemy opened up grenade fire again one falling out side a dugout
in D.4, rebounding from corrugated iron into dug-out wounding six occupants other men being
wounded at various points along D.4. including men carrying out wounded at top of
communication trench
Total casualties 2 killed 19 wounded.
Right sub. sec. At 8 p.m. enemy fired more rifle grenades and we retaliated with 18 pounders
which stopped enemy fire. Enemy heard driving in stakes & we opened up machine gun fire.
Centre & left Sub-sec. Unoccupied enemy listening post discovered in front of D.1. Post is
apparently used considerably as ground well trodden down. During night enemy worked on
parapet & wire which were damaged by shell fire.
Gen. Last night Flash light signals observed from Messines to S.e. Two quick flashes & then six
in succession. Green flares not followed by machine gun fire as previous. Enemy hoisted white
flag but we let it pass unnoticed. Enemy then waved flag but we again ignored it. We hoisted a
dummy which was immediate;y riddled. This may have been a ruse to find out if relief taken
place. Considerable work done on drains which should be complete in 10 days. Wprk on parapet
& rain C.3. & on communication trench to C.3. Three new snipers loopholes put in in left of
trench
Party building up communication trench from D.2. to rear support & widening D.1. – C.4.
drainage parapet & bottom of trench worked on – D.!. worked on fire steps traverses &c. –
D.3.4. & 4 S. Men worked on reservoir to pump water from front line & digging drain from
reservoir to old communication trench on South side of Wulverghem. Kigsway improved. Men
completed head protection full length of communication trench.
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Thu, Jan 13, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Activity Right. Quiet – little machine gun & sniping.
Left. Fairly quiet.
All companies carried on improvements to trenches. Enemy reported working on trench in front
of D.3. sounds of hammering timber heard.
Relief carries out P.P.C.L.I. & 49th relieving R.C.R. & 42nd. Enemy reported repairing front
trenches. Drains & parapets of D. trenches further improved. Laying out trenches 14 & 15
starting new drain pipes. Work continued on D.4 & D.3. pumping & fixing parapet &c.
[inserted: Casualties: 6. O.R. killed & 1 OR. Wounded. By shell in C.3.]

Fri, Jan 14, 1916 SHEET 28. R.20c.5.4., FRANCE
Windy.
Right Sector. Enemy’s attitude quiet. Enemy sent over 12-77mm shells over C.3. at 2.030
bursting 100 yds in rear of front line.
Left Sector. Enemy’s attitude quiet. 16 H.E. shells fell around Pond Farm – 5 direct hits made
12 H.E. & Shrapnel fell on trenches 14S & 14 B. in rear of 15.
Patrols in front of C.3. report seeing two fires at 7.10 p.m. and 3.30 a.m. Listening post report
enemy working parties inside their wires opposite – D.3. during night. O.C. in charge D.3.
reports sounds of mining in front Bay 3. which in conjunction with above para suggests gallery.
O.C. Tunnelling Co being asked to investigate. Generally quiet.
Casualties. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th 1 O.R. wounded.
Progress. 6 sappers & 50 men on drain 3. – 3 sappers and 20 men on communication trench to
C3. 1 sapper & 10 men finishing & improving Ft. Pinkie. – 5 sappers and 50 men revetting
Wulverghem Switch – 1 sapper & 40 men ballasting Trench tramway with brick from
Wulverghem. 2 sappers & 20 men completing strengthing cellars at Shell Farm.
Right Sector. Pumping & fixing bath mats, making aeroplane hurdles, raising parapets &
improving dugouts & drainage.
Left Sector. Improving D.3. & D.4. Com. trenches, drainage of fire trench contd. Trenches
14A& 14B & S.14 & 15 revetting parados and revetting over cover. Two new drains dug in rear
of 14 & starting to build up parapet of 18 & 19.
Night work. Work done on new supporting line.

Mon, Jan 15, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
Right. Sector. Enemy quiet. Enemy bombarded trenches C.3 & D.1. on 14th. with 4.1 in H.E.
shells & small field guns. F.O.O. artillery was present & received samples of shell noses & is in
possession of all facts. Our machine guns opened fire on enemy’s working parties & drove them
off at 12.15 a.m. Enemy’s patrols approached D.1, were fired at, and retired. Our patrols went
within 30 ft. of enemy’s wire and located working parties. Our patrols came on wire which they
think is a land mine wire in front of D.1. This is being investigated.
Left. Sector. Enemy quiet. They fired about 30 rifle gren. In rear of trench D.4 between 3.p.m.
& 5.p.m. Two posts put by enemy at N.36.a.6.9. were heard during day.
Aircraft. At 2.40 p.m. 1 enemy biplane was heard to our left rear & another to right rearwell
over trenches. It was thought that attempts were being made to see effects of artillery
Identification None yet obtainable.
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Progress. – 2 Sap & 14 men on drainage of 213 & 15,4 Sap & 45 men on drainage C3., 3 Sap &
20 men in Com. trench to C.3, 1Sap & 10 men on completion of works at Ft. Pinkie., 7 Sap &
50 men improving & revetting Wulverghem Switch, 1 Sap & 40 men ballasting trench tramway.
2 Sap & 15 men on Durham Rd, 1 Sap & 20 men wiring around Ft. Pinkie. Trench 15 parapet
revetted & built up about 4' 6" in Bay 5 – Fire platform built in Bay 15, Bays 15, 10 parados
completed & roofs of dugouts finished. – Trenches D.3 & 4 drains dug from standing water in
D.3 out to main drain in Durham Rd reducing water from 18" to 6"ns & lessened length of wet
trench. Working parties under 3rd Field Co C.E. made considerable progress in S trench 14 B.
Night work. 2 Sappers & 20 men worked on roofs of cellars and com. trench between cellars at
Shell Farm. 4 sappers & 90 men on new support line. 1 Sapper & 30 men wiring round S.P.A. 1
Sapper and 10 men revetting round Sec. 2 Ring contour.
Casualties 6 wounded & 2 officers wounded.

Sun, Jan 16, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Dull, fine.
Little artillery fire, 1 shell sent over C.4. & several over D,2, No bombing, trench mortars or
hand grenades. Bursts of enemy M.G. fire to which we replied. We also open[inserted: d] on
enemy working parties. One of our snipers claims to have killed enemy sniper and later
ambulance seen approaching spot later on. No enemy patrols reported but our patrols reached
enemy wire and kept their patrols inside their wire. Patrol under [inserted: Lt] W.R. Herber
[inserted: 49th Bn.] fired by enemy. Another patrol from B. Company [inserted: 49th Bn] were
fired on and sentry gave two blasts on whistle to raise alarm. Other patrols report enemy
working in trenches and quite noisy.
Left Sector. Enemy’s artillery fairly active dropping number of shells behind trenches 15 – 14
B. and 14.S. Between 2.30 p.m. and 3. p.m. number of H.E. & shrapnel shells fell in field
behind 14.S. doing no damage. A few shells also put near Battn. H.Q. (Cookers Farm) without
result. In reply to our grenades enemy put a few over in trench D.4. Enemy’s snipers worried
our men passing thro’ fields from Cooker Farm to R.E. Farm. Snipers not located but probably
on our left. Few enemy patrols reported and enemy would appear nervous, a number of flares
being sent up during the night.
Trenches & works. A sand bag redoubt 100 yds to reight of Factory Farm is being constantly
improved by enemy, and M. Gun fire from that point noticed last night. Patrol from trench C.3.
state that working parties constantly engaged on the work – our M. Gun fired op them.
Left Sector. On night of 14/15 enemy did a little work on wire in front of trench 15.German sap
shown on trench map at point N.36.a.4.6. is being investigated. It appears to be old trench & is
filled with water & does not communicate with German trenches and is unused by enemy.
The two posts mentioned in yesterdays summary N.36.a.6.7.may be artillery range posts.
Apparently a fixed rifle battery has been fixed up on paths between Cooker and Tea Farms. On
right of D.4.a German was seen working. 1 Sapper and 15 men worked on hut at Div. Res.
Camp. 4 Sappers and 35 men on drainage C.3., 3 sappers and 20 men on parapets & bath mats.
C.4.,7 sappers & 50 men revetting Wulverghem Switch. , 1 sapper and 40 men ballasting trench
tramway., 1 sapper & 25 men on Z.1. 2 sappers & 10 men on Durham Rd., 2 sappers and 40
men revetting & building parapet on sec.1 & 2 – 35 Ring Contour., 1 sapper and 20 men wiring
round Ft. Pinkie.
Right. Sec. Pumping, draining and revetting in trenches C.3. to D.2. New dugout commenced in
C.3.2 setting made for left flank M. Gun.
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Left Sec. Trench 15, Bay 14, new parapet commenced and built up about 2.6" high and revetted
for about 20 feet. Bay 15 new fire step built. Trenches D3 and D4 breastwork completed
extending from the Communication Step DELTA to the Grenade Depot and the existing short
piece of breastwork completed and to the required height. Breastwork was also commenced on
both sided the Communication Trench “DELTA” which is partially exposed. The Drainage
Trench to the right of 15 and 16 was nearly completed and a very marked depreciation of water
in the trenches is noticed.
Night. 2 Sappers and 20 men digging Communication Trench and roofing over for Machine gun
emplacement at Shell Farm. 6 Sappers and 190 men on New Support Line. A Sapper and 30
men wiring around S.P.4. 1 Sapper and 30 men wiring round S.P.5.

Mon, Jan 17, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Very Dull.
Activity – Right Sector – Enemy’s attitude very quiet.

Left ,, ,, ,, ,,
Trenches and works. Unexploded German Rifle Grenade picked up by Lieut. Campbell
[inserted: R.C.R.] and Sgt. Bole [inserted: R.C.R.] 20 yards in front of D1. Enemy could be
heard working behind his front line in front of D3 & D4.
General – The sentry reports that at 8 A?M. 4 pigeon were seen flying in a direct line from
Kemmel Hill to left of Messines. – 2 Sappers and 10 men on Durham Rd. , 4 Sappers and 35
men on drainage C.3. 1 Sapper and 5 men on drainage Z.15., 4 Sappers and 25 men on parapet
C.4. – Sappers and 40 men revetting Wulverghem Switch., 1 Sapper & 40 men ballasting trench
tramway. 1 Sapper & 25 men on Z.1. 2 Sappers and 20 men wiring round Ft. Pinkie. 25 men
worked improving parapet on Com. trench D.4. between front line & supports. Owing to reliefs
taking place little worked done last night.
R.C.R. relieved 49th & the 42nd the P.P.C.L.I. The P.P.C.L.I. went to Div. Res. & the 49th to
Bde. Res.

Tue, Jan 18, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Rainy.
Activity Right Sec. Enemy artillery shelled support trenches D.2. from 12.40. p.m. to 1.p.m. All
Shrapnel about 15 all told.
Left Sec. About 15 H.E. shells dropped on Kingsway, about 50 yds to west of intersection of
Kingsway & front line. Enemy ceased firing on retaliation from 12th battery. Enemy dropped
three more H.E. shells about 3.30 p.m. north end of trench 15. but stopped on retalliation.
Two rifle grenades were dropped near Bay 13. Trench 15.- No casualties or serious damage
done. A fixed battery is trained on trench 15 Bay 9. and several shots were fired from it. Little
sniping & no enemy patrols reported. Working party fired on by M. Gun from trench 15 Bay 4.
Small screen observed opposite trench trench 15 Bay 3. about 8' ft. hight by 12 ft long. Enemy
working party observed A pole about 20 ft high in enemy front line trench on a bearing
N.34.21' from intersection of Kingsway & front line trench 15. The P.P.C.L.I. reported two
poles at 25 yds interval on 16th one being removed on night of 16/17 – Carrier pigeon flew over
our lines towards Hun lines about 5 p.m.
General. About 5.30 p.m. our patrol got within 20 yds enemy’s trench & report everything quiet
except usual hammering. Enemy sent up few flares compared with previous nights, due
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probably to fact that enemy repairing damage done by our artillery during day. Germans shelled
with light field guns Company front from 12.30 p.m. to 12.50p.m. about 15 shells falling in our
vicinity, no damage resulted. They shelled us again on left about 3. p.m.
Progress. 1 Sapper on water survey work., 5 sappers and 30 men on drainage Z.15., 2 sappers
and 10 men on Durham Rd. 1 sapper and 15 men on Z1., 5 sappers in front line., 2 sappers and
37 men revetting & building parapet on ring Contour 35., 1 sapper and 20 men finishing wiring
round Ft. Pinkie., 5 sappers & 50 men improving, revetting and draining Wulverghem Switch.,
1 sapper and 40. men ballasting [crossed out: &] trench tramway.
Right Sec. Day party made 7 knife rests for trench D.3. New Company H.Q. nearly completed
in C.3. C.4. worked continued on drains, & filling sandbags. , wire repaired and bath mats
bridged. D.1. work on traverse and parapet & wire in front repaired. D.1. & D.2. work nearly
completed on bath mats. Trench 15 20 men worked building up parapet & parados. & putting in
sentry box in Bay 15
Roof on centre dugout at Cookers farm strengthened.
Night work. 6 sappers and 100 men worked on new support line. 1 sapper and 25 men running
lead wires along right section of barbed wire entanglements and widening gaps.
150 yds of fork rests placed and anchored in trench 15 (left) 40 yds from front line.

Wed, Jan 19, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine. Activity. Enemy generall quiet.
Trenches & works. Right. Sector. -5.30. p.m. patrol sent out from C.3. reaching within 15 yds of
enemy wire, pumping and the usual hammering heard. German working parties out in front of
C.4.D.1. & appeared to be working on wire.
Left. Sector. German working party active opposite D.4. Bay 5. Pole reported yesterday, seen
thro’ telescope shows wires attached and is about 50 yds behind enemy front line.
General. Red flares reported to left C.3 at 8.45 p.m. From C.4 & D.1. a ball of fire seen to go up
in rear of enemy’s lines. At 10. p.m. & 1.50. a.m. explosions heard as if a bomb had exploded
Progress. Work carried out on as yesterday & marked progress noticed. New Coy. H.Q. almost
completed.
Casualties. 1 O.R. killed & 3 wounded.

Thu, Jan 20, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Considerable rain in P.m.
Activity. Right Sec. Patrol under Lieut. McCrea went out in front of C.4. & worked to within 10
yds of German wire. They were fired on from two points about 50 yds apart. Just after this 4
flares went up just behind the front line.
Left. Sec. 8p.m. to 10.p.m. considerable enemy sniping. 4.p.m. our trench mortar battery shelled
enemy trench opposite 14 & D.3. Patrols report damage to their wire.
Trenches & Works. Patrols report enemy working on parapet opposite D.2.7.15.p.m.
Aircraft. Enemy’s aircraft and ours very active.
General. Two red flares ½ mile to left of D.1.

Fri, Jan 21, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Con. Rain during night.
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Activity. M. gun and sniping very slight. Enemy patrol reported near centre of our own front
about 2.am. but retired to their lines. Our patrols out continually during night. 3.a.m. patrol
reports German working party on his parapet opposite C.3. M. gun fired on them.
Left Sector. Rifle and sniping fire fairly active. Sniper suspected in front of trench 15 & left of
D.3. & 4. Patrols unable to locate snipers. One patrol located working party and fired on them.
Party retired and nailed dummy to parapet our patrol then ceasing fire. There is evidently a fixed
rifle battery trained on Wulverghem Wyteschaete Rd.
A green light was fired by enemy at 8.30.p.m. opposite trench 15 – nothing unusual happened.
At 5.4.5. a.m. a bright fire was noticed behind enemy’s lines lasting but a few minutes.
Trenches & works. R. Sector. Enemy worked all along his parapet during night. One working
party was located in front of parapet opposite Trench 15. Before out patrol could get out enemy
retired.
Aircraft Very active.
Progress. R. Sector. C.3.1. sapper and 15 men on drainage. 4 sappers and 10 men on parapet.
C.4. 4 sappers and 10 men on parapet. Carrying party of 25 men from R.E. Farm.
C.3. & D.4. 50 men on Revetting & draining, improving dugout and drainage.
Left. Sec. 14.B. 50 men on revetting and drainage B.1.5 men improving parapet, Landels Rd.
D.3. & D.4. 20 men revetting and draining trench & repairing parapet.

Sat, Jan 22, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fien, but Frosty.
Activity. R. Sector. Sniping and rifle Slight. Patrols out all night & enemy heard sawing
hammering and pumping opposite C.3.
3.30.a.m. patrol found enemy digging a peculiar shaped sap in centre of C.4. the matter is being
further investigated. No enemy patrols sighted.
Left Sector. During day rifle fire quiet but from stand to until 9.p.m. enemy fire increased
considerably, evidently to cover working parties. Large enemy patrol & working party found
opposite trench 14. we sent large patrol out but enemy retired to their trenches. Our patrols out
intermittently during night but no further enemy patrols came outside their wire.
During the day the enemy sent over about 30 grenades in retaliation to our trench mortar
activity. Enemy replied about 5.p.m. with several large trench mortar bombs & some shells.
Enemy continues to work actively. & enemy wire reported strong on left sector.
Progress. Work on dugouts, drainage and improving of trenches carried on along whole front.
General Alderson visited trenches and expressed his pleasure at the way everything had been
carried on during the Brigade tenure of the trenches.
Gas. Gas alert was given by 1st Division.

Sun, Jan 23, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Foggy to Fine
Intelligence. Enemy quiet during day but very active after dark with both rifle fire and sniping
we replying. Patrol from C.4. located enemy working party on parapet opposite, Patrol from
C.3. also located small working party – both were dispersed by M. gun fire. Trench mortar fire
observed on our left at 8.p.m. Enemy shelled in neighbourhood of WULVERGHEM SWITCH
about 4.p.m. and PETAWAWA FARM. German battery also shelled Indian Village. Battery
evidently located at Messines Ridge. No damage done.
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Enemy worked as on previous occasions during night. Some new sandbags appeared on enemy
parapet opposite N.36.d.1.8. Bags are of various colours. Working party of considerable size
seen going from O.33.c.6.1.to O.2.B.1.6.
General. Several explosions heard in enemy trench opposite D.4. Sounded similar to Mills
grenade. possible that enemy relief taken place.
Progress. Work carried out on strengthening parapets, parados, draining trenches etc. also on
wire.
Casualties. [crossed out: Nil.] 1 O.R. killed.
Conference of C.O.s and General took place at Bde. H.Q. at 11.a.m.

Mon, Jan 24, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
Enemy’s snipers very active. They apparently have good sniping positions in front line.
No enemy patrols encountered, our patrols reached enemy wire and examined their front. They
found working parties on whole of enemy’s front. Enemy fired a few shells over D.1 & D.3. but
no damage resulted. About 20 shells (small) fired into C.3.
Enemy have a position in front of trenches for sending flares up. We trained M. g. on same and
no further flares seen from that point. Enemy shelld Durham Road with H.E. 77mm. An
explosion heard in enemy wire about 1.p.m. The sap in front of enemy trenches would appear to
be more of a salient and used as a M.G. emplacement and place for sending up flares. Large
enemy work being carried on at N.36.A.5.4½. Patrols report hearing noises as if something
heavy were being drawn along trench. Supposed to be either M.G. emplacement or gas cylinder.
S.O.S. signal test at 2.a.m. Artillery answered in 14 sec. after ?? 11. The right Bn. reports that
the more active we are on sending out patrols and directing M.G. fire on the enemy the less
active he appears to be. Considerable progress made. in the drainage of the trenches & making
dugout roofs splinter proof.
Battalion relief took place, the R.C.R. relieved the 49th on the right sector and the 49th went
into Div. Res.- the 42nd relieved the P.P.C.L.I. who went into Bde. Res.
Casualties. [inserted: nil.]

Tue, Jan 25, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fair Slight Drizzle.
Enemy very quiet during the day, rifle fire normal, a few trench mortar bombs fell in rear of C.4.
and behind trench 15. A small party was discovered working on wire in front of D.3. and was
Germans are now using a large trench mortar on this front. Patrols report working parties in
front of D.2. Our M.G. fire dispersed them. Progress was made on dug-outs several new ones
being made and drainage improved considerably.
Casualties. [inserted: Nil]

Wed, Jan 26, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine Dull.
Enemy quiet during day with a little sniping. Enemy during evening were alert but remained
quiet. About 12.40.a.m. our patrol reports seeing an enemy patrol of 8 ot 10 men. They divided
into two parties one going to right and left; they appeared to inspect wire and then return to
trenches. Enemy sniper discovered behind roller opposite D. trenches our patrol were fired on
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and in reply threw some grenades. About 6.45.p.m. enemy artillery opened on R.E. Farm, the
flashes were seen and following bearing taken. 89° east of D.1. listening post. and 75° east of
D.1. listening Post. A special patrol located the flareman in no-mans-land. He was in shell hole
opposite C.4 and protected by snipers. As on the flareman sending up flare our patrol was
discovered and fired upon. They got within 5 yards of the position. Opposite trenches D.2. Bays
8.9. & 10 considerable done on work parapet of enemy trenches, sand bags of all colours being
used.
Left secotr. Enemy remained very quiet and rifle fire below normal. They put about 50 shells
around R.E. Farm about 6.15.p.m. and some a little further back an hour later. Working parties
of enemy discovered opposite B.14. and it would appear as though important work was being
done by enemy in this part. About 3.30.p.m. enemy working party seen carrying material over
land to trenches opposite D.3. but before M.G. fire could be directed upon them they enetered
[entered] com. trench. Enemy working continually opposite D.3 and D.4.
Enemy aircraft very active.
At 11.55.p.m. strange light seen in enemy trenches to left of D.2. It was yellowish and revolved
but revolutions were not even, the flashes varying in length as also time between them. It was
not the morse code. The light would also move in vertical and horizontal directions. Position
was about 145° from right of Bay 1. trench D.2. and appeared to be 1 to 1 ½ miles away.
6.10.p.m. 5 red flares seen to go up opposite D.1. Enemy’s artillery open on R.E. Farm. right
afterwards. Two red and one green were seen to right of C.4. Work continued on trenches
previously reported upon; parapets strengthened, drainage improved, dugouts built and
improved, bath mats raised and relaid. Casualties. [inserted:1 killed & 1 wounded.]

Thu, Jan 27, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
Right. Sector. Enemy’s artillery very active on Battalion frontage from 1.p., to 4.p.m. M.G. and
rifle fire also very active. In the evening enemy were alert but quietened off. Artillery fire was
very accurate; parapet top being hit continually. Enemy appear to be more active on this front
and it would appear as if relief taken place. Sniping from no-mans-land was active & appeared
to be worked on following principle. A flare would be sent up from the hole reported upon
previously and then the snipers would open up; they were very active and our patrols had
difficulty in holding their ground. A red flare was sent up by enemy at 6.40.p.m. opposite D.3.
The strange yellow light again seen in the same bearing 145° from Bay 1.-D.2. trench.
Sentry reports seeing light flashing in vicinity of WULVERGHEM CHURCH immediately
afterwards enemy artillery opened up on vicinity of R.E. FARM. This was at 7.45.p.m.
S.O.S. test at 11.40.a.m. time 14 seconds. Further tesr [test] at 2.20.a.m.
Left. Sect. Enemys working parties discovered opposite trenches 15 and D.3. and were fired
upon by M.G.
Enemy shelled vicinity of R.E. FARM at 2.p.m. and also rear of trench 15.S. Damage nil.
About 4.45.p.m. we fired three rifle grenades for purpose of trying out the new Pippins enemy
replied with about 25 grenades, we retalliated with about 100 and closed their fire. Three trench
mortars fired by enemy from 5.15.p.m. to 5.30.p.m.
Enemy continually working on trenches, new sandabgs appearing on parapet.
Progress. Right. Sec. C.3. to D.2. 40 men employed day and night raising parapet and parados,
building dugouts and concrete drain, also work on traverses. C.3. to C.4.-parapet further
strengthened.
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DURHAM ROAD communication trench further improved. S.p.3. 10 men employed on dug-out
and improving trench. ST QUENTINS BATTLE H.Q.; cribbing and digging done.
Left. Sec. D.3-D.4-Trench 14.B & Com. trench to same 15-15 S.-KINGSWAY & R.E. FARM,
work continued on drainage, parapets, parados, bath mats and dug-outs.
Trench tramway further ballasted, WULVERGHEM SWITCH & BRIGADE H.Qs. work
further continued.
Wiring. In front of C.3. & C.4. carried on; working party of 20 men making knife rests and
placing same. 20. men also wiring S.P.7.
This date His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales visited Brigade H.Q. The Brig. Gen, A.C.
Macdonell Brigade Major, and other officers of the staff were introduced to him as well as the
O.C.s of the units of the Brigade.

Fri, Jan 28, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
Right sector.
Enemy remained quiet during day; It is thought that we hit an enemy gas tank in front line
trenches as clouds of white smoke was seen to rise after hitting same with trench Mortar. A
German was also heard shouting at the top of his voice and blowing a horn. Our patrols report
no enemy patrols out during night.
Left. Sector. No enemy patrols encountered. Enemy appear to have a fixed battery trained on the
trenches from our left flank, bullets passing over sentries heads all night. At 4.p.m. after our
artillery, trench mortars and rifle grenades fire the enemy retaliated with rifle grenades from the
left, but all fell short of the trenches. They also fired 4 H.E. shells at our rifle grenade battery.
At about 3.45 p.m. about 8 H.E. shells fell in rear of 14.S. and D.4. five of these shells were
blind. During the day about 30. shells fell in vicinity of cooker Farm we opened indirect M.G.
fire on several points firing about 1000 rounds in all spreading over a considerable time. After
firing on the WYTSCHAETE ROAD, rapid fire was opened by the enemy bullets passing in the
vicinity of the gun, shortly afterwards 10 shells of small calibre were fired.
Progress. Work by the Brigade working parties as on previous nights further improvements in
on parapets, drainage and raising and relaying of bath mats being carried out, wiring in front of
C.3. and 15 and S.P.4. being done.

Sat, Jan 29, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
[inserted: Rain during night.]
Right. Sector. Enemy quiet excepting towards evening when M.G. and rifle fire increased, all
being quiet again by 9.p.m. Our patrols were out continuously during the night but encountered
no enemy patrols. Whenever M.G. behind D.2. opens up enemy M.G. fires on parapet of D.2. A
red flare was seen opposite C.4. Bay 15 at 8.40.p.m. and at 9.p.m.another one was observed
opposite D.2.
Left. Sector. Considerable M.G. fire enfiladed trench 16 compelling our listening post to lie low.
Rifle fire also enfiladed trenches 15 and 16, fire however was mostly low. Little artillery activity
and no patrols encountered.
Enemy this a.m. send over a number rifle grenades between hours of 7. and 8.45.a.m. being
silenced by a few rounds from the 12th Battery. Shrapnel bullets hit steel helmet of [crossed out:
man], the man being uninjured. Enemy working party seen working on mound working within



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 12

the wire; M.G. fire was opened on them. It is observed that whenever enemy artillery opens up
flares are sent up to screen the flashes. Our patrols report no working parties of enemy out
during night this being confirmed by patrols of 29th Battalion.
Immediately opposite Bay 9.D.4. the enemy have a cut a sap or breech through their parapet and
have filled the excavation with brush wood etc. They have cut their wire and turned their knife
rests outwards. M.G. fire was trained on this spot last night. Sniper Loak reports discovering
new enemy sniping post immediately opposite the end of the DELTA, discovering a black plate
Sniper Daniels operating from Trench 15 Bay 4. reports several operations by working parties as
considerable alteration in enemy parapet. Snipers plate has disappeared, dug-out being erected
with sniper plate in side, slide being open all day. Suggests sniping position or M.G.
emplacement. Also reports working party carrying bath mats, and a large plate in base of
parapet big enough for a man to pass through.
Progress. C.3.-to D.2.—C.3. C.4., 120 men employed improving parapet, parados, building
dugouts and laying concrete drain. DURHAM ROAD & S.p.3. 20 men employed improving
trench and building dug-out. ST QUENTINS BATTLE H.Q. Cribbing & digging drain.
Left. Sector. D.3. & D.4., 14B & com. trench, 100 men employed on parapets, drainage, bath
mats, dug-outs etc. Trench 15 & 15 S. 95 men on parapets, drainage, bath mats and building
dug-outs. 2o men improving KINGSWAY. R.E. FARM BATTLE H.Q. 15 men as carrying
party and building dug-out. WULVERGHEM SWITCH. 40 men revetting and improving
drainage.
10 men on BRIGADE H.Q. Dugout. 40 men on Trench tramway, ballasting.
Wiring. C.3. & C.4. 20 men wiring and making knife rests.

Sun, Jan 30, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine. Appendix 2.
The Brigade relief took place on this date, the P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Bn. being relieved in Brigade
and Divisional Reserve by two Battalions of the 1st Brigade, the two former Battalions
occupying the billets of the relieving Battalions. at R.31.d.4.1. and R.17.C.O.5. respectively.
7th Bde. Hqrs were also relieved and took up the location of the Relieving Brigade at
R.19.D.6.5. Relief completed and office opened by 8.p.m.[inserted: 29.1.16 (inst.)] The R.C.R.
and 42nd Battalion were relieved and proceeded to Brigade and divisional Reserve.

Mon, Jan, 31, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
The Two Battalions in Brigade and Divisional Reserve were relieved by the remaining
Battalions of the 1st Brigade and proceeded to the following locations :- R.C.R. to R.33.B.9.0.
and the 42nd Bn to R.18.A.7½.8½.

Appendix 1.

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
M-117.
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3rd. Canadian Division.
R.C.R.
P.P.C.L.I.
42nd. Battalion.
49th. Battalion.

Herewith March [crossed out: Order] Table of 7th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade for move into Front Line.

[Signed] A.St.B. Fuller
Major,

Brigade Major,
6-1-16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

_________________________________________________________________

MARCH – TABLE
- - - - - - - - -

________________________________________________________________

Appendix 2.

OPERATION ORDER NO.3. COPY No. 4
BY

BRIG.-GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL”C.M.G.D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH. CANDIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

1. The Brigade will be relieved by the 1st Canadian
Infantry Brigade on the 29th. and 30th. inst. In accordance
With the attached relief table.

MACHINE GUNS.

2. Machine Guns will be relieved under arrangements
made by the Brigade Machine Gun Officer.

SIGNALS.

3. Signals will be relieved under arrangements made by
the O.C. Brigade Signals Officer.

GRENADE SCHOOL.
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4. The Grenade School will be relieved under arrangements
made by the Brigade Grenade Officer.

REPORTS.

5. Reports to N.33.d.4.1. up to 8 p.m. 29th. instant; after
that time to R.19.d.

COMMAND

6. The G.O.C. 1s.t Canadian Infantry Brigade will assume
command on completion of front line relief.

Copy. No.1 to 1st. Can. Div.
do 2 3rd. do
do 3 1st. Can. Inf. Bde.
do 4 3rd. do
do 5 6th. do
do 6 R.C.R.
do 7 P.P.C.L.I.
do 8. 42nd. Can. Battn.
do 9 49th. do
do 10 War Diary
do 11 do
do 12&13 File
do 14 Bde. Machine Gun Officer.
do 15 O.C. Bde. Signal Officer.
do 16 Brigade Grenade Officer.

(Signed) A St B. Fuller.

27.1.16.
B. Brig. Gen.

Commanding 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

_____________________________________________________________

MARCH TABLE

_____________________________________________________________-

Appendix 3.
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1st. Canadian Division.

31st. January 1916.

Dear General Mercer:-

It gives me a great deal of pleasure to
Inform you that during the stay of the 7th. Infantry
Brigade in the 1st. Brigade area, they behaved at
all times most gallantly. Besides, they did a very great
deal of necessary and useful work.

At the time they took over the line, the
Trenches, owing to the very bad weather, were not in
The best of shape, but your fellows have made a great
difference. I went over the line last Saturday morning,
and was delighted with what I saw had been done,
and so expressed myself to Brigadier-General Macdonell.
I asked him to convey my thanks to all ranks of this
Brigade; I know he will, but I want you to know as well,
how I have appreciated them. They were active in their
patrolling, did a lot of wiring, greatly improved the
front trenches, worked hard on supporting points and
were aggressive always. While I deeply regret their
casualties, I do not think they were excessive.

Brigadier-General Hughes has written to
me in warm terms of praise of what has been accompl-
ished by Macdonell’s Brigade.

Ever yours faithfully.

(sgd) A.W. CURRIE.

______________________________________________________________

Appendix 4.

RELIEF.

_______________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE “ A”

_______________________________________________________________
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RELIEF TABLE “B”

______________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE “C”

______________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE “D”

_______________________________________________________________

Tue, Feb 1, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Fine. Cloudy.
Brigade Office located at R.19.d.6.6. in Billets. The Battalion billet H.Q. are as follows:-
R.C.R.-H.Q.-R.33.B.5.5., P.P.C.L.I. H.Q. 33.D.4.2., 42nd Battalion. H.Q.- R.18.a.8.8. and the
49th Bn. H.Q. R.16.d.5.8. The Brigade having gone back to these billets on relief by the 1st
Brigade.

Wed, Feb 2, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Fine. Cloudy.
The relief being complete the Battalions carried on with the usual Drills. Physical drill, rifle
inspection and musketry practice were carried out during a.m. Drill under Company
arrangements was carried out during the afternoon. Practice attack with smoke helmets adjusted,
also attacks by bayonet and bombing parties.

Thu, Feb 3, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Fine. Cloudy.
Inspection of rifles, smoke helmets and kit. Afternoon Platoon and Company drill - practice
rapid loading, bayonet charge etc.

Fri, Feb 4, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Little Rain in a.m. but cleared.
Brigade route march, marching order, commencing at 10.a.m. meeting place R.16.s.3.6. going
by way of Bertenacre, Kemmelwof, and road junction Q.33.d.6.2. The Battalions were followed
by their 1st line transport. General Mercer saw the start and was highly pleased with smart
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appearance of troops in general. The afternoon was taken up by Brigade Football the P.P.C.L.I.
and 42nd Battalion playing 3.0. game in favour of the former.

Sat, Feb 5, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Fine
Physical drill and inspection of arms during the a.m. and preparation for Brigade sports to be
held during afternoon. The Brigade sports were held during .p.m. under patronage of Gen.
Mercer The contests generally were very keenly contested and this together with the selections
from the Battalion Bands made a very enjoyable afternoon. Gen. Mercer at the close presented
prizes and made a short complimentary speech regarding the Brigade in general.

Sun, Feb 6, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Fine
Sunday the P.P.C.L.I. and R.C.R. relieved the 31st and 27th Battalions of the 6th Brigade in
Brigade and Divisional Reserve at points M.23.c.4.4. & N.19.d.9.4. (Locre and Kemmel
Shelters) The 42nd Battalion and 49th Battalions carried on in their old Billets. Relief was
completed by 11.a.m.

Mon, Feb 7, 1916 R.20.?.5.4., SHEET 28, FRANCE
Little rain in a.m.
On the night of 7th and 8th the R.C.R. and P.P.C.L.I. relieved the 31st and 27th Battalions of the
6th Brigade on the right and left sectors respectively. The 42nd and 49th Battalions moved into
Brigade and Divisional Reserve. All reliefs being complete by 6.p.m. The 7th Bde H.QRS. also
relieved the 6th Brigade H.QRS at M.30.b.4.4. and office opened at 4.p.m.
Casualties:-

Tue, Feb 8, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Cloudy and little rain.
General situation quiet, snipers fairly active. Patrols. A patrol under L/Cpl Wright and 2 men
Patrolled front of E.3. (m30.c.4.3½) Tried to locate sap & get general information. Patrol
returned at 8.45. and reported occasional sniping. Patrol in front of E.2. and F.2. report nothing,
Patrol under L/Cpl Murray patrolled F.2. & chickery Field in vicinity – report repeated rifle
flashes at N.30.c.9.o. Probably snipers position. Patrol in front of G.3. fired upon – shouting in
enemy trenches to left of F.5. heard.
Aeroplane (enemy) seen flying in direction of S.P.11. at 9.30 a.m. It was driven back by our
aircraft. Another appeared just N. of KEMMEL chasing one of our machines.
Enemy commenced new wiring in front of N24.c.2¾.6½ in 120° Mag.
Lights. Search light played on trenches G.4. and H.1.A. from northerly direction.

Wed, Feb 9, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Fine.
Situation about normal. Enemy artillery shelled vicinity of SUICIDE ROAD at 12, to 12.25.p.m.
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Our artillery shelled vicinity of BLACK REDOUBT and BULL RING.
Patrols. Patrol under L/Cpl Murphy & 2 men patrolled front of E.3. to E.6. (N.30.c.3½.1½)
Report heavy firing and flares from both sides on our right opposite 1st Brigade. Patrol in front
of E.6 & E.2. report brisk sniping. Lieut. McCallum L/Cpl Pope and 2 men made special patrol
to bring in a flag seen during the day. Patrol reached point N.30.a.2.1½. under heavy sniping
and brought in flag and box attached. Flag box and envelope forwarded to 2nd Div. Letter read
as follows:- “My dear friend Tommy, “I am sorry that I cannot speak English very fine and
therefore I only wish to say that if you wish to be my friend, you must stop your shelling with
your great “Bum bums” and with your guns too, or I shall coming and do make “Irish stew”
from your bodies. Have you understand me? I hope you shall find this little letter and bring
answer on the same way. To your affectionate German Comerad.”
Aircraft. Enemy aircraft over our front on extreme left. this was shelled by A.A. Battery and
returned to enemy lines. At 12.30.p.m. another plane seen going over NEUVE EGLISE,
dropped white flare and about 5 minutes afterwards enemy commenced to shell this part.
Scouts report to having seen what looks like gun emplacement between PECKHAM and enemy
strong point O.25.a.9.3. Appeared to be two guns pointing out.

Thu, Feb 10, 1916 TRENCHES, FRANCE
Enemy remained quiet throughout the day and night. Enemy rifle grenade fell in front of parapet
of trench G.2. no damage resulted. Between 11.p.m. and midnight a fixed rifle battery fired on
SUICIDE ROAD. A rifle battery is also trained on S.P.10.
Patrols. Patrols from the P.P.C.L.I. were out throughout the night and inspected our wire and
placed posts at the weak spots. Another patrol was out to see if enemy working on his strong
points at (N.24.c.6.1. and N.24.c.8.5.) Patrol returned at 3.30.a.m. and reported all quiet.

Fri, Feb 11, 1916 TRENCHES, KEMMEL LOCALITY, FRANCE
Con. Rain.
Right Sector. P.P.C.L.I.
Enemy artillery fairly active shelling vicinity of SUICIDE ROAD and at 2.15.p.m. in vicinity of
O.P. 74- shells H.E. At 2.45. enemy sent over sausages bombs dropping them behind E.6. but no
damage resulted. We retaliated at 2.4.5.p.m. shelling parapet in front of E.6. At 3.30.p.m. enemy
dropped 3 shells in Com. trench (Picadilly) 200 0f 8" shells in S.P.8 and at 4.p.m. they shelled
vicinity of FRENCHMAN’S FARM and SPY FARM. Our artillery shelling in front of F.2.
(right Sec) threw up heavy timbers and sand bags. At 4.p.m. enemy T. Mortar shelled vicinity of
“BULL RING” most of shells however fell short. Our T. Mortar (53rd Battery) shelled
“SKUNK HOLE” in vicinity of E.3. Some of shots tore up limber and sandbags.
Left Sector. R.C.R. enemy remained quiet. A rifle grenade fell in front of parapet G.2. but no
damage resulted. The 42nd Battalion relieved the R.C.R. in Right Sec. And 49th Bn. the
P.P.C.L.I. in Left Sec.
Patrols. Bright moon prevented patrolling until late, L/Cpl Pope and 2 men patrolled fronts of
of trenches E.3. to E.6. (right Sec R.C.R.) reporting M Gun fire active. A patrol under Cpl.
Wright patrolling from F.2. to E.2. reports M. Gun fire active. Working party heard on parapet
opposite SKUNK HOLE. Patrol in front of F.4. and 5 under L/Cpl Withers reports all quiet. on
the left sector. Patrls from left sector report all quiet. The 42nd Relieved the R.C.R. in right Sec.
& 29th the P.P.C.L.I./
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General. Small white and black flag seen at N.24.c.7.1. probably a wind indicator. Enclosed for
3rd [inserted: Division] piece of powder found by Pte Webb in shell hole immediately after
bursting.

Sat, Feb 12, 1916 TRENCHES, KEMMEL LOCALITY, FRANCE
Some rain.
Right Sec. Considerable sniping on this frontage. Left frontage quiet.
Patrols. L/Sgt Moore and two men from right of F.2. returning by way of left of F.2. reporting
all quiet. This patrol was out again at 11.50.p.m. and returned an hour later reporting everything
quiet. Casualties:- 1 O.R. 49th Bn. and 1 O.R. R.C.R.
Left. Sec. Patrol from 49th Bn. under Sergt. Hasse and five men left trench G.2. Bay 6 at
6.30.p.m. returning at 8.35.p.m.reporting no signs of enemy working parties, but many flare, and
lots of coughing heard. Another patrol under Cpl Rawlinson & five men on receipt of message
from C.O. at 11.p.m. went out from G.2. Bay 6. to within 15 yards of enemy wire. Report
hearing about 12 men walking along trench on bath mats, much splashing of water and
considerable coughing. Trenches probably very wet. Also report seeing a shell hole with path
warn from enemy lines, heard hammering to right approximate map location being N.30.a.6.5.

Sun, Feb 13, 1916 TRENCHES, KEMMEL LOCALITY, FRANCE
Showery
Right. Sector. Rifle fire and sniping very active. Our snipers report having account for two of
enemy. Observers report having seen M.G. fire five rounds from Emplacement opposite E.1.and
discovered sniping position to north of same- through which rifle repeatedly thrust. Sniper in old
French trench reports M.G. emplacement (concrete) partially covered with sandbags at point 90°
degrees from N.29.d.1.9./10.6.3./.10 Patrols from 42nd Bn. Under Lieut Stewart patrolling
trenches F.2. to F.5. report all quiet. No enemy patrols being encountered. Patrol out from
1.15.a.m. to 2.45a.m. Patrol under L/Cpl Percy report no patrols encountered and all quiet.
Patrols Left Sector. Patrol under Scout Hasse Left G.2. bay 6. from 6.45.p.m. to 8.35..p.m. to
investigate alleged enemy sap at N.25.c.6½.1. point 61. Little information gained night too light.
Coughing heard continually. Scout Windham and four men left G.3. bay 4. at 11.p.m. returning
at .30.a.m. to investigate enemy wire. Small working party at Hammerhead, considerable
coughing heard. Thought to be a M.G. emp. At position opposite H 1.a. Working party seen to
left of G.2. driving stakes. Scout Sergt. Cain and Cpl Pinker observed enemy working party
unrolling wire and placing before parapet opposite G.2. & 3. Much talking and joking amongst
men.
Patrol under Scout Hasse in front of G2. bay 6. at 3.15.a.m. report enemy working party finished
at point 61.
Aircraft. Active throughout day Biplane flew high over G.2. and dropped a bomb which split
into two red flares – nothing unusual happened following signal. At 4.p.m. to 5.p.m. several
enemy planes over our lines. They were shelled by our artillery one appearing to be hit making a
hasty descent.
Trenches & works. Enemy working party discovered in trench opposite F.2. at 9.a.m. F.O.O.
directed four rounds above parapet work then ceasing. M.G. emp. (concrete) suspected at
N.30.a.2.0. opposite F.4. bay 1. New work being reported. Enemy also reported working on
trench opposite E.1. Probable M.G. emplacement.
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General. At 10.a.m. three pigeons flew over our trenches from KEMMEL HILL direction
seemed to have set direction. 49th Bn. enclose pistol holster and and chamber case found night
previous to 3rd Division. At 11.a.m. large volume of smoke seen half way between B. Farm
C.25.a.9.9. and mound in front of red brick house (destroyed) at O.25.a.8.3. At 2.p.m. two men
seen to walk from mound and disappear at point where smoke had been issuing. Possible this
point is M.G. emp so placed to sweep SUICIDE CORNER N.21.d.4.5.
Casualties:- ) 42nd Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Feb 14, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Very showery.
Activity Sniping active in front of F. trenches(42nd Bn) Our M.G. were active in front of F.2.
and 4 on suspected working part. Enemy fired 24 shrapnel on support trench H.1.a. between
1.p.m. and dark. THOUGHT SHELSS CAME from BLACK REDOUBT AND SPANBROEK
MOLEN. Two small shrapnel burst over G.2. no damage resulted.
Patrols. Several working parties were discovered and fired upon. One patrol made special trip to
investigate alleged sap closely. Nothing of importance to report, no work having been done
there for considerable period. Wire reported strong in front of this point. Patrol was under Scout
Rawlinson and 6 men going out from G.3. at 3.a.m. to 5.55.a.m. supposed sap location N.24
c.6½.1.
Scout Windham reports finding rifle grenade of enemy in good condition same being forwarded
to 2nd.Div. also reports discovery of several dead bodies of soldiers of Highland reg. Which
might be brought in and buried. From appearance of clothes it would appear that they were
killed by shrapnel. Another patrol of two acted as covering party for wiring party in front of G.2.
bay 6. 42nd Bn.Scout Thomas reports hearing enemy working party mixing concrete.
Aircraft. Aircraft on either side very active. One enemy areoplane over G.2. observed to drop
three red flares. Two planes were also seen by Bn. H.Q. (42nd) trying to locate big gun in
vicinity of ANTI AIRCRAFT FARM one later dropped some signal flares which remained in
air for fully half an hour. One was much brighter than the other and seemed to be attached
somehow.
CASUALTIES. :- 1 O.R. accidentally wounded 42nd Bn.

Tue, Feb 15, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Weather showery turning to snow in early a.m.
Activity Fairly quiet. Enemy sent over few rifle grenades about 5.3.0.a.m. vicinity of E.1.also
about 6 light field shells in between trenches F.2.-4-and 6. One of our working parties was
sniped at from a point N.30.c.2.5. Trench we are building to connect with 5th Brigade on our
left is drawing attention of enemy. Enemy sniper firing on bays 13 & 14 G.4. Moon was very
bright & men were wearing their steel helmets, on order to take them off the sniper ceased. It is
believed reflection on helmets drew fire.
Enemy heard working on his trenches in front of G. and h. trenches, driving stakes and fixing
wire. A patrol from the 49th Bn. under scout Marchbank out in front of G.3. reports enemy
patrol covering wiring party. Patrol out from G.2. under scout Hasse reports enemy working
party retired on his parapet on our patrol going out. This was at 3.50.a.m. Reports heavy snow
accompanied with wind. Other patrols everything quiet. Patrol from 42nd Bn. reports that
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enemy covered O.P. with sandbags and earth and built another 120 mag. From old abandoned
French trench South of Pall Mall.
Flares in considerable quantity seen away to our left (red and green) also in front of 49th
Trenches but nothing noticeable happened.
CASUALTIES. 1 O.R. wounded (42nd Bn)

Wed, Feb 16, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Con. Rain during night. Wind, strong
Activity Enemy remained quiet, a little sniping in vicinity of BULL RING between 1.a.m. &
3.a.m. Our listening post at E.6. reports seeing red flare (floating) followed by our artillery on
our right., also heard cheering like that of British. L/Cpl Murphy and two men went out in front
of F.2. returning by F.5. 2.a.m. to 4.15.a.m. report seeing two red flares followed by two more -
no co-operation.
Aircraft. Both enemy and our own were busy during after-noon.
General. At 5.10.a.m. on 15th during snow storm enemy patrol reached our parapet in front of
E1. We opened rapid fire and sent up flares when we could see three men running. The moment
we opened up fire a patrol on left of E.1. threw a bomb slightly wounding 1 O.R. (42nd) Fire
was at once opened and bombs thrown when this patrol also retired. Officers and N.C.O’s were
on duty at the time but it was too dark to observe anything as to numbers etc. We observed two
cylindrical bombs which had been thrown short by enemy. These will be got tonight.
CASUALTIES :- 1 Officer (Lieut) W.G.H. Vandenburg, P.P.C.L.I. [Van den Berg].

Thu, Feb 17, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Wind Strong drying up roads.
Enemy – attitude very quiet, occasional sniping along frontage, SPY FARM and S.P. were
shelled a little during the day.
Patrols. out along the whole of our frontage report everything very quiet. One patrol from L.
sector. was fired upon by rifle and grenade fire but returned safely. Time 1.a.m. to 3.a.m.
Trenches & Works. Enemy appear to be very busy strengthening their defences.

CASUALTIES :- Brigadier General Macdonnell was wounded while out in front of trenches in
vicinity of BULL RING. 1 O.R. wounded (R.C.R.)

Fri, Feb 18, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Wind Strong Turning to steady rain.
Enemy artillery fairly active on both right and left fronts shelling vicinity of PALL MALL
WULVERGHEM, PICADILLY Com. Trench throughout morning and afternoon. Sniping was
also active the P.P.C.L.I. (L.Sec) has several periscopes broken falling glass injuring one of our
snipers.
Patrols. Then night was very light and not very much patrolling done, listening posts being set
instead. A Patrol under L/Cpl. Pope and another under L/Cpl. Murphy report seeing lights one
light was much brighter than another this resulted in the enemy opening up with artillery on out
right (1st Brigade) Another patrol discovered large enemy working party on their parapet at
N.30.c.½.9½. M.G. fire was opened on them. A patrol from the P.P.C.L.I. acting as covering
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party to our wiring party discovered enemy working party in ruined PACKHAM SALIENT
Outposts were out from 8.p.m. to 6.a.m.
General. Guide pegs for counter attack from E.2. across dead ground to E.1. on left of BULL R
Distant buzzing noise hear resembling Zepps.
CASUALTIES :- 1 O.R. Killed and one wounded 9 (R.C.R.) 1 O.R. wounded P.P.C.L.I.

Sat, Feb 19, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Con. Rain.
Enemy artillery active in vicinity of Picadilly Com. Trench S.P.7. and BULL RING with H.E.
and shrapnel. Enemy rifle grenades were fired into F.4. resulting in wounding three. Our
artillery retailliated in a.m. and p.m. Patrols out throughout night but nothing of importance with
exception of one patrol under L/Cpl Wither and L/Cpl. Lavin in front of F.5. discovering enemy
signal wire attached to our wire and tracing to close range of enemy wire. Wire was tapped and
end brought into our trenches and handed to signallers. Enemy working parties busy along
frontage.
Areoplanes were seen to fly over E. trenches but were turned back by A.A. Battery and another
plane was seen in direction of KEMMEL and appeared to be signalling by means of horn
attached to exhaust.
CASUALTIES :- (P.P.C.L.I.) 1 killed and 2 wounded O.R. (R.C.R.) 1 killed and 3 wounded
O.R.

Sun, Feb 20, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Fine
Activity. M.G. and rifle fire normal. Enemy transports heard on KEMMEL WYTSCHAETE
ROAD at 7.25.p.m. by patrol under scout Wyndham out from trench G.3. from 5.40.p.m. to
8.10.p.m. This patrol also heard hammering in vicinity of HAMMERHEAD. No.4. patrol under
Scout Spencer report hearing hammering towards point 61
Communications. Few flares sent up by enemy last night. About 11.0p.m. flashlights were seen
in the sky S. by S.E. from E.1. These flashes were observed for over an hour.
Aircraft. 12.45.a.m. to 1.a.m. aircraft of some description passed point N.24.c. or d. over our
front travelling in easterly direction, then appeared to alter course to S.E. at 12.57. a.m. At
7.a.m. 5 enemy aircraft passed over Bn. H.Q. (49th) They were fired on but completed
deliberate reconnaissance and returned to their own lines half an hour later. While hovering over
Bn. H.Q. two H.E. shell fell one 1200 yds [crossed out: north] east and the other 150 yds north.
CASUALTIES :- Nil.

Mon, Feb 21, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Dull fine.
Activity :- Enemy fairly active shelling vicinity of E. and F trenches with shrapnel and H.E.
doing no particular damage. Our artillery and M.G. fire was also active in retalliation.
Patrols. Patrols were out throughout the night but have nothing to report out of the ordinary
Enemy working parties were out along whole frontage in their trenches, and seemed to be very
intent on strengthening their defences. Much coughing was heard. And one patrol reported
hearing transport along KEMMEL WYTSCHAETE ROAD about 8.p.m.
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AIRCRAFT. Both ours and enemy’s aircraft were very active throughout the day. Several
encounters were fought in the air but no report to hand as to what results. At night three enemy
planes were reported over our trenches. One of these dropped a red white and green light, and
on another occasion dropped a white one.
General. One of our patrols discovered four enemy hand grenades outside our trenches opposite
E.1.
CASUALTIES :- 2 O.R. wounded (42Bn).

Tue, Feb 22, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Little snow and dull.
Our artillery were active during afternoon shelling trenches opposite G. trenches.
Patrols. All patrols report considerable working being done by enemy in their trenches,
hammering sawing and driving of stakes both iron and wood heard continually. Enemy transport
heard on WYTSCHAETE ROAD. A patrol under Sgt. Caine also reports finding od a cap
belonging to some Highland Regiment and an electric torch similar to those supplied to Med.
Officers.
Enemy’ activity. It is thought an enemy relief took place on 21/22nd. Enemy fired a few shells
in vicinity of E. trenches but did no damage. Considerable rifle fire was observed from enemy
trenches.
Aircraft. Enemy aircraft were seen in vicinity of S.P.11. and afterwards two more in direction of
KEMMEL.
General. Gas alarm was passed down to our left sector Company by right Bn. of 25th Battalion
who had smelt gas. This information was passed on to Battalion in our right sector.
CASUALTIES :- 1 O.R. (42nd Bn)wounded.

Wed, Feb 23, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Cold and some snow.
Artillery on both sides fairly active throughout the day. We put over 12 shells H.E. on enemy
parapet opposite F.2. where saps were reported yesterday a direct hit being obtained on one of
the saps. About 5.p.m. we shelled with shrapnel vicinity of Beaver Dam on request from 42nd
Bn. We also sent about 30 rifle grenades over to enemy trenches opposite G.1., cries of enemy
could heard and it is thought that it must have been effective.
The enemy opened fire with a trench mortar throwing 20 lb. bombs into G.1. also shrapnel and
4.2. as well as rifle fire. AN enemy MINENWERFER was discovered opposite the Glory Hole
and should be shelled with H.E. It was throwing bombs of 150. lbs. weight. Sniping on enemys
part was frail active.
A patrol from the 42nd Battalion under L/C. McKerr and five men left E.3. at 7.p.m. to search
ruins for suspected sniper. They could not locate him but one of the patrol discovered enemy
smoke helmet which was forwarded on to Division. Other patrols out report the usual working
parties of enemy and transport on KEMMEL ROAD otherwise all fairly quiet.
Aircraft An enemy aeroplane at 12.35.a.m. dropped a white flare but nothing seemed to result
from the signal.
General. Enemy reported to have done considerable work during the last five days on his front
and support trenches.
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CASUALTIES :- 1 O.R. Killed and 3 wounded (42nd Bn) 4 O.R wounded (shell shock) (49th
Bn).

Thu, Feb 24, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Cold & frosty.
Activity. Both sides remained fairly quiet during the day and night.
Owing to it being relief night little patrolling was done. The P.P.C.L.I. relieved the 49th in the
left sector and the R.C.R. relieved the 42nd Battalion in the right sector.
Patrols. The patrols had nothing to report with the exception of usual working parties of enemy
although they were fewer, and transport of enemy on KEMMEL ROAD.
At 7.30.p.m. enemy sent up some flash flares which were followed by artillery in direction of
KEMMEL.
At 9.10.p.m. enemy aircraft was fired upon. At 9.20.p.m. this plane evidently dropped a flare
signal. [inserted: Casualties:- 1. OR. wounded]

Fri, Feb 25, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Very Windy & cold.
Our Operations. Artillery rifle and M.G. fire normal.
Patrols. (R.C.R.) A patrol under L/Cpl. Murphy out from F.2. located large enemy working
party at N.30.c.1½.6. returning reporting all quiet. Lieut. McCallum and two men report sniping
and M.G. fire active and also that enemy shelling in direction of KEMMEL.
Enemy Activity. Enemy alert but not very active.
Flares normal.
At 10.p.m. enemy rifle grenade fell on parapet of G.1. but no damage reported. Our patrols
report the usual enemy activity in his trenches and from all appearances, as nightly our patrols
report active enemy working parties. A loophole pate has disappeared at N.30.d.5½ and hole is
now being filled with sandbags. At N.24.c.8.2. an opening in the german parapet 6. ft. long and
3 ft. high is reported and is either a snipers position or exit for patrols. Enemy working parties
reported at SKUNKS HOLE, SPANBACK MOLEN AND ON ENEMY DEFENCES.
Their snipers fired on our working parties at PALL MALL & F.4.

Communications. Red and green flares reported in direction of KEMMEL HILL. Aircraft also
dropped two smoke signals over our trenches at 1.25.p.m. It was too hazy to distinguish whether
our or enemy plane.
Identification. A man dressed in blue was seen in vicinity of BULL RING passing the breech in
their trenches.
CASUALTIES. 1 Wounded (Capt. M.O. C.E.C. Cole P.P.C.L.I.)

Sat, Feb 26, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Weather still remains cold.
Our Operations. Little patrolling was possible owing to the snow during the night. A patrol
under Lieut. Molson, (P.P.C.L.I.) reports little working activity on enemy’s part and no enemy
patrols encountered. They state they heard our artillery shelling KEMMEL WYSTSCHAETE
ROAD at 7.15.p.m. to 9.15.p.m.
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Enemy remained fairly active, sniping being slightly above normal. They also shelled REGENT
STREET DUGOUTS but did no material damage but unfortunately they obtained two casualties
11.45.a.m. they shelled vicinity of S.P.9. At 2.30.p.m. to 3.45.p.m. the enemy shelled trenches
F.5. and vicinity with about 30 shells of light calibre, however no damage is reported. An enemy
working party was noticed working all day at N.30.c.1½.5½. and later a carrying party taking
prepared wire was seen approaching this same spot.
A loophole has been set in the parapet at point N.24.c.8.4. having been completely built in
during the night. The wire in front of enemy trenches is noticed to be steadily extending along
top of parapet.
The P.P.C.L.I. report finding a nose cap from enemy shell with reading on it as follows:-
K.Z.14.O. A.W.15. 233.

Sun, Feb 27, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Some snow
Our artillery were practically nil. One of our snipers claims a hit.
Rifle and M.G. fire normal. Patrols report small working parties and on reporting they were
fired upon by M.G. fire.
Patrols in vicinity of BULL RING report sniping and M.G. fire active.
Enemy’s activity No artillery throughout the day but towards evening rifle fire and flares were
very active.
Working parties. An enemy working party seen working night and day at point N.30.c.½.8. and
new work was observed in parapet opposite F.2. Thought that these may be a screen. A new
work was observed in parapet at N.24.c.8.4. consisting of iron plate built up behind with
sandbags. A fixed rifle battery was also observed firing over BEAVER HAT. (N.23.c.8.4.)
At 8.50.p.m. a red flare was seen in direction of Kemmel Hill and a sentry reported a stationary
light near LINDENHOEK which was thought to be signalling. It was seen from 10.45. to 11.30.
p.m.
Aircraft. Enemy plane noticed flying westward over E. trenches at 2.p.m. This plane was later
reported over LOCRE where it dropped several bombs but did no damage. CASUALTIES :- 1.
O.R. (R.C.R.)

Mon, Feb 28, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Dull & some sleet & rain.
Our artillery, trench mortars, and rifle grenade fire was very active throughout the day.
At 10.30.a.m. our artillery shelled rear of trenches opposite E.2. and F.5. and at 4.1.5.p.m. we
shelled SPANBROCKMOLEN with H.E. in retaliation to their trench mortar and 4.2 on F.5.
which caused slight damage. In the left sector (P.P.C.L.I.) our artillery, trench mortar and rifle
grenade batteries were especially active throughout the afternoon. The object was to damage
enemy’s works at PECKHAM point 61. to inflict casualties and put out of action the German
Minnenwerfer Gun in front of G.3. trench. 24 rifle grenades were fired at 3.45.p.m. from
batteries in H.a.1. and G.1. but enemy did not retaliate. Two trench mortars opened fire from
H.1.a.and G.1. at 4.p.m. enemy immediately retaliated with numerous small shell which fell in
empty field between S.P.10. and S.P.11. We continued to draw the fire of the Minnenwerfer
which was at once replied to by the 85th Battery R.F.A. and the A.131/4.5. inch Howitzer
Battery firing H.E. and shrapnel. 6 shelss were fired to every one of the enemy’s from the
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Minnenwerfer Considerable damage was done to PECKHAM BUILDINGS and parapet. One
shell from the minnenwerfer fell on parapet of G.1. which made a good size gap but we suffered
no casualties The 53rd T. Mortar Battery did good work under Lieut. Thurston especially the
one in G.1. emplacement on which enemy’s retaliation was centered. The enemy wasted a
considerable amount of shells and and we suffered little damage, a few sandbags and a little
ammunition.
A patrol from the R.C.R. from F.4. report enemy have a number of rifle batteries directly
opposite as they were firing in salvos of three. When the sentries for the listening post were
climbing over the parapet one received a leg wound from one of these batteries. A special patrol
at 9.p.m. under L/C Pope and two privates went out to bomb the fixed rifle positions opposite
F.2. These rifles are numerous and very active. The patrol worked to within 20 yards of enemy
wire and marked the batteries by their flashes, and at a given signal they threw bombs at these
locations. Fire ceased and no flares were sent up. Working across the sunken road to the left
they threw more bombs at previously located positions., they still remained quiet. When the
patrol returned a bomb was heard to explode by enemy’s trenches. A sniper and M.G. drew the
enemy’s fire They report that trenches seem to be lightly held. Shuffling of feet on the trench
mats could be heard. Patrol returned at 11.30.p.m.
Enemy’s activity. Enemy’s fixed rifle fire was very active on right sector on left rifle fire and
flares were about normal. The enemy fired a few 4.2. in rear of F.5.and E.1. trenches. Enemy
still continues to work hard on his defences. new works appearing on parapet and wire being
continually strengthened During the night enemy was working on PECKHAM SALIENT
repairing damage caused by our bombardment during the afternoon.
Sounds resembling those of a compressed air drill was heard in communication trench behind
G.1. These sounds appear to come from directly under the trench and would indicate enemy
mining activity.
A sharp look out was kept during the night for any enemy signals by flashes but none were
observed.
CASUALTIES :- (R.C.R.) 1 O.R. wounded.

Tue, Feb 29, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Fine & milder.
Artillery, rifle and grenade fire about normal.
Reliefs. The 42nd Battalion relieved the R.C.R. who went into Div. Reserve. The 49th Battalion
relieved the P.P.C.L.I. in the left sector, who went into Brigade Reserve. The extreme left being
held by the 31st Battalion.
A patrol from the 31st Bn. in front of J. trenches report enemy working party who were fired at
by M.G. fire. From observing post at N.24.c.8.5. the enemy wire in front of PETIT BOIS is
reported to be but composed of a single row of knife rests. Other patrols report all quiet.
Enemy activity. Enemy artillery fairly active. They shelled vicinity of BEAVER HAT and
FRENCH) MANS FARM with H.E. 77mm. and shrapnel. They also fired three rifle grenades in
to G,2,
About 3.a.m. an enemy bombing party attacked our trench E.1. but were driven off. We then
went out and took [crossed out: two] three prisoners, but [crossed out: one] two of these died
before we could get them into the trench. The other was forwarded on to Divisional
Headquarters.
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An enemy areoplane was observed at 11.30.a.m. and dropped bombs in the wood near
KEMMEL CHATEAU Bombs were also dropped on the cross roads (KEMMEL)

Wed, Mar 1, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Fine & mild.
Our artillery were fairly active in right sector. M.G. fire normal.
Patrols. A patrol from the 42nd Bn. left sap in F.2. and proceeded to N.30.a.1.1. where enemy
working party was located working on wire. This was report [inserted: ed] and M.G. fire opened
on them. A patrol under A/C Black reports they patrolled fronts of trenches F.2., 4., and 5. They
report enemy patrol in f front of their wire and working party on parapet. As a result of last
nights attack by enemy bombing party a listening post was established at either end of trench
E.1. and wiring party was sent out to repair the wire which had been cut. A patrol from the 49th
Bn. out in vicinity of the HAMMERHEAD reports hearing dog bark, and was possibly tied up,
also reports hearing transport on KEMMEL WYTSCHAETE ROAD between 7.30.p.m. and
8.30.p.m. they could hear w [inserted: hat] appeared to be a small trench railway being used in
enemy lines, as trucks could be heard.
This patrol was out again under scout Hasse and reports encountering enemy patrol, they threw
a bomb at the patrol and it burst quite near to them but could not say the result. They report
large enemy working party on left of point 61. A patrol from the 31st Bn. in front of H. trenches
reports large enemy working party in front of PETIT BOIS. Enemy were sending up large
number of flares. Another of our patrols was out in front of J.1. covering our wiring party.
Enemy Activity Enemy’s artillery were fairly active on our right sector, M.G. and rifle fire
normal. From 2. to 4.p.m. enemy shelled F.6. with 7.7.cm. They also shelled vicinity of S.P.11.
with 30 77mm. L/C Black reports seeing ladder leaning against a tree about 500 yds from
snipers tree N. of O.P. 74. No movements were observed.
Communications. Small lights were seen flashing in rear trenches of enemy. A search light was
also observed in direction of WYTSCHAETE the previous night but was not observed tonight.
Identification. Clothes from the dead body of the German was brought in during the night and
he proved to belong to 157 Reg. A number of other articles were also obtained.
Aircraft. Several enemy areoplanes were over our frontage during the day and were fired upon.
CASUALTIES. :- 31st Bn. 2 O.R. wounded 1 O.R. killed. 1 O.R. wounded 4th Bn.

Thu, Mar 2, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Fine but threatening.
Our artillery was very active throughout the day, particularly in vicinity of HAMMERHEAD
AND SPANBROEK MOLEN and on enemy’s wire in 1st Brigade area. M.G. and rifle fire was
also active during the night. Our trench Mortar in H.1.a. also did some effective firing.
Patrol from 42nd Bn. Reports enemy working party at N.30.c. ½.9. A ladder was seen leaning
against at tree at this point and one man was seen to use it and swing off from the tree into a
trench. Artillery Officer was advised of this and they fired and the party ceased work. A patrol
under L/C Wydham from 49th Bn. reports that immediately after commencement of shelling in
vicinity of HAMMERHEAD by us a peculiar hissing sound was heard as of steam escaping and
sparks were also observed. A wiring party was noticed at point 61. Patrols along the 31st Bns.
frontage report all quiet. One patrol acted as a covering party for our men wiring. A report that
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an enemy patrol was in front of K. trenches resulted in our sending out a patrol to locate them
but our patrol found no tracé of them.
Enemy Activity. enemy artillery below normal, M.G. fire and flares were very active during the
night. Opposite E.1. trench enemy could be heard walking along his trenches. Appeared to be
quite a number and it was thought a relief was taking place.
On our artillery opening up on enemy trenches numerous flares and signals were sent up, white
red and green, but no action appeared to result from this. A rocket was sent up from F.4. which
burst into a number of red lights.
General. The 49th Bn. when our artillery opened up also commenced M.G. and rifle, fire also
trench mortar and rifle grenade fire. This made the enemy very nervous and he sent up flares
continually.
CASUALTIES :- 31st Bn. 4 O.R. wounded.

Fri, Mar 3, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Variable little rain.
Our artillery was active during the day shelling vicinity of HAMMERHEAD WYTSCHAETE
MESSINES RIDGE. M.G. and rifle fire was also active during the night.
A patrol from the 31st Bn. was out covering our wiring party in front of J. trenches. Another
patrol examined enemy’s wire and report it in good condition 8 or 9 ft. Thick with knife rests in
front of that. A patrol from the 49th Bn. in front of H.1a acted as covering party for wiring party
in front of this trench. An enemy working party was located and dispersed by artillery fire at
N.30.c.1.8.
Enemy’s artillery in our right sector was fairly active. during period of our bombardment on the
night and early morning of the 3rd. They shelled vicinity of E. and F. trenches and
PICADILLY. with H.E., shrapnel and Field Shells. Several enemy patrols were out examining
their wire in our right sector and were fired upon with M.G. fire. A new snipers plate was
observed at N.30 c.2.5. near this spot a large sheet iron structure has been put up and covered
with loose earth. About 15 yards from this a large stream of water was being pumped out of
their trenches as if from old sap. Two hand trucks were observed on railway running n. N.W.
from WYTSCHAETE at N.19.a.8.10.
Communications. During our bombardment several red and green flares were sent up by enemy.
Several enemy aircraft reported over our sector of trenches and dropped smoke signals, and red
lights.. Some of these planes flying from the German lines had English marks on them.
CASUALTIES :- Nil.

Sat, Mar 4, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Considerable snow.
Our artillery rifle and M.G. fire very quiet.
PATROLS. A patrol from the R.C.R. reports enemy working party in front of Trenches K.1. & 2
The enemy were driving in stakes. A patrol from the P.P.C.L.I. working from G.4. to enemy’s
wire at N.24.c.8.5. at 2.a.m. were fired upon by the enemy. report everything quiet.
ENEMY’S ACTIVITY. enemy artillery, rifle and M.G. fire practically nil. They shelled vicinity
of KEMMEL HILL towards evening yesterday resulting in 9 casualties. At night the enemy sent
up numerous flares and occasional bursts of M.G. fire were observed along the V.C. Road. An
enemy patro. of 8 men was seen at point N.24.c.4 ½.3 ½. This patrol came only a few yards
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from the enmy’s wire and then returned. Hammering was heard at PECKHAM SALIENT but
lasted for but a few minutes. Pumping was heard during the night at enemy trenches opposite
E.2.
CASUALTIES :- (42nd Bn) 2 S. wounded. (R.C.R.) 1 O.R. wounded. (49th Bn) 8 O.R.
wounded.

Sun, Mar 5, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
No artillery activity and little rifle, M.G. or rifle grenade fire. Patrols on left front report all
quiet. A patrol on right sector (P.P.C.L.I.) under Lt. McKenzie was out for two hours in front of
G. trenches but report all quiet.
ENEMY ACTIVITY During the after noon enemy shelled a haystack, thought possibly to be a
gun cover or observations post. Five direct hits were obtained. An enemy working party was
observed by one of our working parties. They fired upon and dispersed them.
COMMUNICATIONS. A search light was noticed playing on the front opposite our left sector
from a bearing 45 degrees from N.24.c.3.8.
CASUALTIES. (42nd Bn) 1 O.R. killed.

Mon, Mar 6, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Intermitant snow showers during the day.
Our artillery and rifle grenade fire active during the afternoon. We split up an enemy tea party
by one of our rifle grenades and they retaliated with minnenwerfer shells, we retaliated with
trench mortar and 4.5 damaging enemy parapet considerably. We also fired a number of rifle
grenades in retaliation for one that the enemy sent over on our left sector.
Patrols. A patrol from the R.C.R. was out acting as a covering party. All other patrols reporting
all quiet.
ENEMY’S ACTIVITY. They fired the usual number of shells during the afternoon, but their
attitude generally was quiet but alert. They shelled vicinity of J.4., K.1.a.S.P.13, and
ROSSIGNOL Com. Trench during the afternoon but did little damage. A listening post in front
of J.2. was abandoned on account of an enemy rifle grenade interfering with them.
New posts were noticed in enemy’s wire at N.24.c.6.1. and a loophole plate at N.24.c.6.05. This
was shelled by the 85th Battery which did considerable damage to parapet. [inserted: Casualties:
1 O.R. wounded (R.C.R.
1 OR. Killed (P.P.C.L.I.)

Tue, Mar 7, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Snowing throughout the day.
Our artillery was active during the morning. The 85th Battery opened up on a German working
party at N.24.c.8.5. considerable damage being done to their parapet. The artillery also kept up a
steady fire on the enemy’s trenches opposite J.3. Steady fire was kept up on the KEMMEL
WYTSCHAETE ROAD between 7.p.m. and 9.p.m.
A patrol out from the R.C.R. under Lieut. McCallum examined the enemy’s wire and report it
very strong to the left of LONE TREE. A machine gun was also located about 20 yards to the
left of LONE TREE. On their return on entering “L” shaped trench opposite J. trenches they
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heard what would appear to be mining operations by the enemy, as muffled hammering could be
heard.
Enemy’s activity enemy fairly active During the morning they shelled vicinity of G.3., K.1.
S.P.13. with H.E.’s but did very little damage. Enemy observers were noticed in their trenches
opposite their right sector. They used periscopes and Field glasses. A working party was
discovered at point N.24.c.6½.1½ but ceased work on being fired upon by M.G. fire.
Aircraft Two enemy aircraft were observed flying in direction of VIERSTRAAT at 10.a.m. Two
pigeons were also seen flying towards KEMMEL HILL at 7.10.a.m. coming from the German
lines in vicinity of E.1.
CASUALTIES. R?C.R. 1 O.R. killed. 29th Battalion. 2 .O.R. wounded.

Wed, Mar 8, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES , FRANCE
Considerable snow during the night. Little or no artillery activity during the day. Patrols were
not sent out owing to climatic conditions rendering patrolling impossible. Listening posts were
however posted and report all quiet.
ENEMY’S ACTIVITY. The enemy sent over a few shells in the vicinity of KEMMEL HILL
but did not do any damage.
RELIEFS. On the night of the 7th/8th the R.C.R. by the 25th Can. Battalion The R.C.R. going
into Divisional Res. At LOCRE. On the 8th the R.C.R. were again relieved and went into rest
billets at R.33.b.5.5. being relieved by the 28th Can. Battalion.
The 49th Battalion on relief from Divisional Reserve by the 27th Battalion went into the billets
vacated by the 27th Battalion at R.18. . On the night of 8th/9th The P.P.C.L.I. were relieved
from the trenches (right sector) by the 27th Battalion Div. Reserve and the P?P.C.L.I. taking
over the billets of this Battalion. Also on the night of the 8th/9th the 42nd Battalion in Brigade
Reserve were relieved by the 29th Battalion the 42nd Battalion taking over the billets of the 29th
Battalion in Divisional Reserve LOCRE The 7th Brigade Headquarters were relieved on the 8th
by the 6th Brigade we taking up our rest location at R.19.d.6.4.

Thu, Mar 9, 1916 KEMMEL TRENCHES, FRANCE
On the 9th the 42nd Battalion were relievdd in Divisional reserve by the 31st Battalion, the the
42nd Battalion taking up their rest billets at R.16.d.5.8.

Fri, Mar 10, 1916 REST BILLETS, FRANCE
On the morning of the 10th March the P.P.C.L.I. were relieved in Divisional Reserve by 52nd
Battalion (Canadians) the P.P.C.L.I. moving into their rest billets at R.31.d.4.2.

Fri, Mar 10 to
Sat, Mar 18, 1916 REST BILLETS, FRANCE
Bright Spring weather continued during stay in rest Billets.
During this period the Brigade remained in Rest Billets and the Battalions under-went the
following training :- Route Marching, Company and Platoon Drill, Training of reverse sections
of M.G. and Grenadiers. Instruction was also given in:- Grenade throwing, Trench Mortars,
Wiring and sniping. In addition to this training Battalions held sports of various kinds and
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played inter-Platoon, Company and Battalion Football. A match between the P.P.C.L.I. and 49th
Battalion resulting in a win for the latter by 3.2.

Sat, Mar 18, 1916 REST BILLETS, FRANCE
On this date Lieut.General Sir, E. Alderson made a tour of inspection of the Units of this
Brigade and at each Battalion made a short speech complimenting the men on their smart
appearance and their previous good service while in this Brigade, and hoped that in the new
section that they were about to take over they would continue to render as efficient service as in
the past.

Sun, Mar 19, 1916 REST BILLETS, FRANCE
Today being Sunday the Battalions held the customary Church Services.

Mon, Mar 20, 1916 REST BILLETS, BELGIUM
The 7thCan. Infantry Brigade on this date moved up to POPERHINGHE preparatory to
relieving the 17th Brigade (Imperial) composed of the 1st Royal Fusiliers, 3rd Rifle Bde, 8th
Buffs and 12th Royal Fusiliers, who are holding the trenches in the YPRES SALIENT. The 7th
Bde. Arrived in POPERINGHE in the early afternoon and remained there until the following
day.

Tue, Mar 21 & 22, 1916 POPERINGHE, BELGIUM
On the night of 21st/22nd the Battalions of the 7th Can. Infantry Bde. moved up to complete the
relief. The 42nd Bn. and 49th Bn. taking train from POPERHINGHE to YPRES and from there
on foot to the trenches the 42nd Bn. taking the right sector (junction A.4. & 5 to A.10 & 11) and
the 409th Bn. taking the left sector comprising trenches from (junction of A.10.11 to B.3. & 4.)
The P.P.C.L.I. took up positions in support and the R.C.R. taking up Divisional Reserve. Billets
the following day. Reliefs were all complete by 10.30.p.m.

Wed, Mar 22, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Rain & cold. Throughout day.
The day passed off quietly with the exception of sniping which was very active on the enemy’s
part which resulted in several casualties.
Patrols out during the night report everything quiet. Artillery on both sides fairly active during
the afternoon, but no damage resulted from the enemy’s fire.
CASUALTIES :- 1 O.R. wounded (P.P.C.L.I.)

Thu, Mar 23, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Very Dull & slight rain & sleet.
The enemy did considerable shelling of out front making several gaps in the parapet, these
however have all been repaired. Our artillery retailliated damaging the enemy works.
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Sniping on the enemy’s part was not so noticeable, and our patrols at night report everything
quiet. A transport was heard on Green Pocket Ride. (I.19.b).
No new works were observed in enemy lines but wood is apparently been worked on and our
M.G. are [crossed out: and] kept trained on this spot. Owing to hazy weather no areoplane
observation was possible.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 3 O.R. killed and 5 O.R. wounded. 49th Bn. 2 O.R. killed and 4
wounded P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. wounded. The most of these casualties resulted from the shelling
during the afternoon.

Fri, Mar 24, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Quite a fall of snow & dull during the day.
The enemy was not so active during the day with his artillery but towards night he sent over a
number of rifle grenades from the BIRDCAGE into trench B.3. The stokes gun in the 8th Bde.
fired in retaliation and apparently did very effective work as it caused the enemy to cease fire
completely. This gun appeared to confuse the enemy as immediately afterwards they were
observed searching the sky with searchlights, apparently thinks the bobs had been dropped from
aircraft.
Enemy working parties in front of trenches A.11. and at STIRLING CASTLE and one or two
points along the trenches were fired upon effectively by our M. Guns, resulting in several moans
being heard after fire ceased. Our snipers also claim to have made two hits during the day. A
patrol from A.6 Bay 10 went out to investigate the German new trench at this point. Little
information was obtained however owing to the brightness of the night, no flares or rifle fire
was seen while the patrol was out. from this trench. A transport waggon could be heard coming
through the wood and close up to the enemy old front trench.
A red flag was observed on the parapet in front of the BIRDCAGE, At night clusters of 10 or 12
lights were observed and apparently were dropped from some aircraft.
Casualties :- 1 O.R wounded (P.P.C.L.I.)

Sat, Mar 25, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Cold & little snow.
Enemy’s artillery was fairly active during the afternoon and evening shelling vicinity of
TRANSPORT FARM and the front and support lines of our left sector.
The new trench opposite A.6.. This trench was not garrisoned and one of the patrols Sgt. Jones
entered the trench and investigated. He could hear voices to the right and left of him about 30 to
50 yards away. The trench was shallow and had no bath mats in it. On coming out he discovered
a snipers loophole plate and pulled it out of the parapet and brought it in with them. An
observation balloon was observed at a bearing 63degrees Mag. from junction of A.8 and A.9.
Two enemy aircraft were also observed flying into YPRES SALIENT and were being heavily
shelled but returned to their own lines safely. Several enemy working parties were discovered
and dispersed by M.G. fire.
Our Stokes gun fired a few rounds, [crossed out: and again caused] during the evening and again
caused the enemy to search the sky, being at a loss where the bombs were coming form.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. wounded- 49th. Bn. 3 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Bn. 2 O.R.
killed and 3. O.R. wounded.
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Sun, Mar 26, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Cold with a little rain.
The enemy’s attitude was generally quiet; in the morning their artillery fired on our Front line,
S.Ps. and C.Ts.; very little damage was done and was soon repaired.
Ruins at I,30.b.3.3. were examined by our patrols and found to be uninhabited. Our patrols also
went to a newly constructed trench (I.30.b.10.7) which was unoccupied; there were no signs of
recent work, this trench evidently being used by enemy snipers. Patrols were sent out throughout
the night keeping a sharp lookout but nothing unusual occurred.
Sniping was noticed from the BIRD CAGE AND CLOMNEL COPSE during the day, but none
of our trenches were enifiladed, all shots going over the parapet. At. J.19.a.6.8. 5 loopholed
plates were noticed in the enemy’s parapet. These were evidently a blind as one of them was
made from a jam tin. There are also two machine gun loopholes at the same point.
At 7.25 p.m. a red flare was seen on our right.
CASUALTIES R.C.R. 1 O.R wounded-49th. Bn. 1 O.R. killed & 6 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Mar 27, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Fine.
During the night the enemy were evidently very nervous as there was a great deal of rifle fire,
and many flares were also sent up by them. Fixed rifles fired over trenches B.2. & 3 at intervals
during the night. Three enemy snipers were seen at BIRDCAGE sniping over the the parapet ;
they were fired on and withdrew.
One of our patrols heard a working party opposite A.9 & 10 which was soon dispersed by our
M.G. fire.
The enemy trench opposite CLOMNEL COPSE is now occupied by day as during the afternoon
smoke was observed in several places.
A convoy was seen at WARNETON-COMINES consisting of 14 wagons. Our artillery was
turned.on. At 9 p m. a searchlight was seen close to enemy front line about opposite B.1.
An enemy aeroplane was seen flying very low in rear of enemy front line in the morning.
Steam was seen about ¾ of a mile in rear of enemy’s line in 3 different places at the same time.
CASUALTIES. R.C.R. 1 O.R. self inflicted wound – 49th Battalion 1 O.R. wounded.

Tue, Mar 28, 1916 TRENCHES – YPRES, BELGIUM
Cloudy & Rain.
The enemy activity was very active during the day, but slackened down considerably at night.
Our artillery replied with intensity.
Sniping was fairly active and very accurate.
On the night of the 28/29th, the following reliefs took place :-
The R.C.R. were relieved by the 60th Bn. in the Right Sector and entrained from YPRES
ASYLUM arriving at Camp "A" at about 7.20 a.m. the following morning.
The P.P.C.L.I. were relieved by the 43rd. Bn. in the Left Sector and entrained from YPRES
ASYLUM, arriving at Camp "B" at 7.a.m. the following morning.
The 49th. Bn. in BRIGADE RESERVE at RAILWAY DUGOUTS were relieved by the 58th.
Bn, and marched from there to Camp "D", the last Coy. arriving at about 7.25 a.m.the following
morning.
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The H.Q. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade were relieved by the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade at
ZILLEBEEKE LAKE. They arrived at H.14.a.3.4. at 1.30 a.m. the following morning.

Wed, Mar 29, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Very fine.
All units rested, being very fatigued after relief. The 42nd. Battalion went to the Divisional
Baths at POPERINGHE.

Thu, Mar 30, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Very fine.
All Battalions carried on with training; physical [crossed out: training] drill, rifle drill, platoon
drill under arrangements made by O.Cs. Coys, and inspection of smoke helmets etc. R.C.R.
went to Baths.

Fri, Mar 31, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Very fine.
This day was taken up with training, with special attention being paid to extra training of
Machine Gunners and Bombing, and route marching. The P.P.C.L.I. occupied the Baths.

Sat, Apr 01 to
Tue, Apr 04, 1916 REST BILLETS, BELGIUM
During the period the Battalion were in rest billets training under Platoon, Company and
Battalion arrangements was indulged in. Practices in bomb throwing and bayonet fighting were
also done daily.

Tue, Apr 04 &
Wed, Apr 06, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
On this night the 49th Battalion moved from Camp "D" at G.24.c.5.5. and relieved the 2nd
C.M.R. Battalion in the left sub-sector trenches, (HOOGE). The 42nd Battalion moving from
Camp "F" at H.19.b.5.7. relieved the 1st C.M.R. Battalion in ZILLEBEKE DUGOUTS in
Brigade Support.

Wed, Apr 05 &
Thu, 06, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
On the morning of the 5th The P.P.C.L.I. were inspected by a Russian General, General Plumer,
(Army Commander) and General Alderson. This inspection proved to be highly satisfactory and
complimentary remarks were passed about the Battalion.
On the evening of the 5th/6th further reliefs were carried out as follows :-
The 42nd Battalion less 1 Company moved from Camp "C" relieving the 5th C.M.R. in the right
sector. The R.C.R. less i Company moved from Camp "C"" at G.18.a. and relieved the 4th
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C.M.R. in Brigade Reserve. The P.P.C.L.I. moved from Camp "B" to Camp "G" at H.14.a. The
7th Can. Infantry Bde. H.Q. relieved the 8th Canadian Infantry Bde in the YPRES
RAMPARTS. All reliefs were successfully carried out and completed by 12 midnight.
CASUALTIES :- 4 O.R. wounded.

Thu, 06, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine & Clear.
On the night of the 5th and early morning of the 6/7th the enemy attempted small attacks on our
trenches 70 and 71. The 1st raid was made on trench 71 left and the listening post to right of No.
6 post and between the HOOGE CELLAR. The attack was made with bombs and lasted from
10. to 11.30.p.m. when they were beaten off by our bombers, the bombers throwing at that time
about 500 bombs. No casualties were suffered by us in this raid.
The second raid made on the early morning of the 6th (about 4.a.m.) by a party of about 12 men
The men left their trench opposite the left of trench 71 and entered the old sap running to trench
71. Rapid fire was opened on them soon after entering the sap. The leading man of the party was
killed and fell into the bottom of the sap, the remainder retired hastily but returned an hour later
(5.a.m.) and threw a large number of bombs at our parapet from behind their own parapet which
was only some 35 yds away at this point. Our bombers retaliated and caused the enemy to cease
throwing in about 10 minutes. One of the enemy's bombs only reached our trench bursting on
the parapet and wounding two men. These being our only casualties in this raid. The third raid at
about 6.30.a.m. on the 6th was made with a party estimated at 10 men and i officer. Our trench
was entered between posts 4 and 5 trench 70 the parapet at this point being very low. They
apparently approached our trenches by the ditch along on the right side of MENIN ROAD. On
entering our trench they turned to the right and seized a L/Cpl and 4 men in post 1 the officer
standing at the corner of the traverse revolver in hand preventing our men from entering the
trench. The enemy party forced our men through the gap in the parapet and immediately left our
trench the officer leaving last. Soon after leaving the trench the enemy M.G. opened up on our
parapet to right and left of gap, but our men fired over the parapet and killed at least 3 Germans,
the remainder of the Germans scattered and released our men who attempted to regain our
trenches. They were however fired upon by the enemy snipers and 3 at least were killed the
other two so far not being located, but are believed not to have been taken over the enemy
parapet. The German officer was shot in the back and staggered a second shot in the back killed
him and he dropped on the enemy's wire. It is thought by our observers that only two of the
enemy reach their trench again. Efforts are being made to recovery our dead and some of the
German for identification purposes but so far we have been prevented by M.G. fire.
CASUALTIES :- 3 O.R. killed and 18th O.R. wounded.

Fri, Apr 07, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine & windy.

The enemy threw a few bombs from the sap in the vicinity of trench 70, the scene of
yesterdays attacks. Their artillery also opened up on R.S.8. and the communication trench
leading to it with 5.9. SHRAPNEL CORNER and the CULVERT MENIN ROAD were also
shelled at various times throughout the day. About 50 rounds in all were fired throughout the
day.
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Machine gun and rifle fire was very active throughout the day. In the evening
considerable talking and walking could be heard in the enemy's lines and it was thought that
probably a relief was in progress. Further attempts were made during the night to get
identification marks from the enemy's dead in No-mans-land but this was prevented by M.G and
rifle fire.

Flares. A green flare was observed about 8.15.p.m. opposite HOOGE, nothing however
seemed to result from same.
CASUALTIES :- 3. O.R. Killed and 9. wounded.

Sat, Apr 08, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
The enemy's artillery was very active during the afternoon, firing about 20 shells into and
around trenches 70 and 71. MENIN ROAD was also shelled with about 15 H.E. and R.S.8 was
also shelled during the day, little damage resulted from this shelling.

Bombing. A number of bombs were thrown into the crater opposite trench 63. M. Gun
fire was active periodically throughout the night.

Sniping. One of our snipers claims to have hit an enemy sniper. Sniping was very active
throughout the day.

During the day it was observed that four bodies out of the five taken by the enemy were
laying our in No-mans-land, this allowing for one being unaccounted for.

Flares. Four green lights were observed to go up to the left of trench 70, but no visible
result was observed. CASUALTIES :- 3 O.R. killed and 17 wounded.

Sun, Apr 09, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.

The enemy's artillery was again active shelling Communication trenches and
HALFWAY HOUSE with H.E. and shrapnel. The enemy's bombers were also active in the
vicinity of the birdcage throwing a number of bombs into the crater during the night but
remained quiet between 12.p.m. and 2.a.m. Machine gun fire was also active on our right sector
but quietened off between 12. and 2.a.m. Sniping. was also very active throughout the day
particularly in the vicinity of the BIRDCAGE. A snipers post was definitely located at
J.19.a.5.9.

Attitude. The enemy seemed to be very alert and M.G. rifle fire and sniping were very
agressive. however it is thought that a relief took place between the hours of 12. and 2.a.m. as a
marked change appeared to be noticeable after these hours.

Wire. a working party was heard to be working with loose coils of wire in vicinity of
crater our M.G. fire was directed against them with good results. The working parties at 7.a.m.
and 9.a.m. were dispersed by our artillery fire.

Signals. At 8.20.p.m. a large white light was dropped from an aircraft and remained
afloat for 15 minutes when it turned green. This was immediately followed by a simular one
further south. CASUALTIES : 7 O.R. wounded.

Mon, Apr 10, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine & Bright.
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The enemy's artillery fire was again active throughout the day 20 shrapnel fell on GORDON
HOUSE, and about 10 small H.E. in vicinity of trenches 70 and 71. Between 2.30.p.m. and
5.p.m. the enemy also shelled GOUROCK ROAD, LOVERS WALK and MAPLE COPSE, all
this shelling resulted in little damage to us. Bombing. The enemy's bombers were active again
in the vicinity of the BIRDCAGE our bombers retaliated successfully to the enemy's with better
results several falling into the enemy's trench. Machine gun and rifle fire. There was
considerable fire between 8. and 10.30.p.m. Snipers on both sides were also very active. During
the afternoon Major Critchley of the 7th Brigade Staff was wounded by shrapnel when on his
way from the front line. Flares. were normal.
CASUALTIES:- 1 O.R. killed and 11 wounded.

Tue, Apr 11, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery
There was the usual daily artillery fire from the enemy. Shells fell in vicinity of Trench 65 right
& GOUROCK RD, trenches 70 and 71 about 55 shells of H.E. and shrapnel being fired.
Bombing was also active in the vicinity of the BIRDCAGE, both ourselves and the enemy being
active. M. guns, rifle and sniping fire was normally active throughout the day and the M.G. were
active at night on the right sector. Most of the enemy's sniping appears to be done from the
BIRDCAGE. Some enemy's working parties were observed and dispersed by our fire. Transport
was also heard on the MENIN RD and vicinity of CHATEAU WOOD. New [inserted: work]has
been noticed all along the enemy's frontage both in front line and support trenches.
Aircraft. An aeroplane was observed to drop signal lights at 9.p.m. behind enemy's lines. The
flares were of a double light. This craft was heard over YPRES a little after 9.p.m.
Captive balloon observations were noticed at points behind enemy's lines at 3.°.50.,.6 °.20.,
25 °.50.57 °.20 ', 139 °.50 ', 290 °.20 ', 296 °.20 ', 214 °.50 '
CASUALTIES :- 2 O.R. killed & 1 wounded 42nd Bn. & 2 killed 49th Bn.

Wed, Apr 12, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Much rain & wind.
The artillery on this Brigade frontage was not so active today. Bombing. The enemy's bombers
continued to be active in the vicinity of the BIRDCAGE, we retaliated successfully.
Rifle, M. Gun and sniping fire was less active than usual.
Patrols. During the night an enemy patrol comprising about 30 or 40 men attacked our Listening
post No. 11. The men manning the post allowed the enemy to approach quite near before
bombing them effectively causing the enemy to retire hurridly. We suffered no casualties.
Attitude. The enemy appeared much less active generally, but continued to be alert.
Our snipers claim to have hit two Germans in the vicinity of CHATEAU WOOD (I.18.b.7.9.)
Our patrols investigated a number of saps leading to and from the enemy's trenches and
reported on condition of same and possibility of salving same.
Flares. Normal. Signal Lights. One green light was observed immediately followed by a red
parachute light, but nothing seemed to result from same. A search light was also observed in a
south easterly direction from our left frontage.
CASUALTIES. :- 1 O.R wounded 42nd Bn.
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Thu, Apr 13, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
See APPENDIX "a" Attachd
Artillery activity was very slight throughout the day. Bombing. The enemy still retains his
bombing activity in vicinity of the APPENDIX but on our retaliation he ceased immediately
Sniping. An enemy sniper still uses the BIRDCAGE but does not use his old sniping plate. One
of our snipers claims another German today. Reliefs between the P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Canadian
Battalions took place during the night 12th/13th.
CASUALTIES :- 1 O.R. killed 49th Bn.

Fri, Apr 14, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Dull with light rain.
Artillery. enemy's artillery was more active to-day dropping shells in and around trenches 70, 71
and 72 doing a good deal of damage. GRAFTON STREET Com. trench, THE CULVERT and
R.S.3. & and R.S. 4 were also shelled fairly heavily between 6.p.m. and 6.30.p.m. also at
11.55.p.m. causing damage to the parapet and parados. Machine gun and rifle fire. was noticed
in bursts from the parapet at I.18.b.6.7. and 7.6. One of our patrols under Sergt MacKenzie fired
10 rounds at the flashes which caused the enemy to cease fire.
Bombing. A small enemy bombing attack followed the bombardment during the evening, this
effective in causing four casualties to the enemy.
Working parties. Enemy working parties at L.12.c.6.7. and 7.6. and I.12.c.8.7. were fired on and
dispersed by our M.G. fire. Identification. while one of our snipers was digging a post to fire
from he unearthed a dead German in the old mine crater and identity disc and shoulder strap was
obtained from the dead body and forwarded to the 3rd Division.
CASUALTIES :-

2 O.R. killed and 9 O.R. wounded.

Sat, Apr 15, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine but cold.
Artillery. The enemy shelled vicinity of HOOGE CRATER and GRAFTON STREET with
about 40 – 77mm. but did little damage, this was about 10.15.a.m. about 5.15.p.m. they again
shelled this locality but with no result. In reply to our trench mortar fire they retaliated on
trenches 65 and 66 and on the APPENDIX and GOUROCK Com. trench at L.24.b.3.7. this fire
also was ineffective. Bombing. Occasional rifle grenade fire was directed against trench 66 and
the APPENDIX but did no damage, and at 6.p.m. a number of grenades were thrown at trench
70 but all failed to treach the parapet. Our patrols were out during the night but encountered no
enemy patrols. Trenches and works. An O.P. was located today at J.13.a.6.4. It was composed of
a screen of two plates with xx a horizontal split running between them , these plates were
arranged in a tree. At I.12.c.8.2. a number of sandbags appeared during the night of a blue
colour, this is being further investigated.
CASUALTIES :-

Sun, Apr 16, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
Artillery. At 8.30.a.m. enemy shelled left of APPENDIX with H.E. At 10.30.a.m. about 70
shells 77.mm. and H.E. also fell in that vicinity. Bombing. About 8 rifle grenades were sent over
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by enemy into trench 63 but did not do any damage. Enemy also attempted to bomb our stable
retrenchment on right of trench 72. we retaliated and silenced the enemy at 8.p.m. Enemy are
supposed to have rifle battery at J.13.a.2.1½ a M.G. emplacement is a little to the left of this.
An observation post is suspected at I.12.c.7.8. New works are appearing behind front line at
I.12.c.5.9. and a working party at J.13.a.2.1½ was dispersed by M.G. fire. Patrols. our patrols
report ground in no-mans-land very broken and many fallen trees in front of trench 70.
Aircraft. At 9.p.m. an aeroplane was heard going in a westerly direction over YPRES.

A number of signals were dropped. A red one was dropped when it returned easterly then a
number of white flares were dropped. A cross was distinctly seen when the flares burst. This
was kept up until dawn.
CASUALTIES :- 2. O.R. killed and 13 O.R. woundd.

Mon, Apr 17, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
Artillery. Both enemy's and our won artillery was active during the day. We did considerable
damage to their parapet and they retaliated on trench 71 and GRAFTON STREET com. trench
but did no damage. Our new trench to right of trench 70 near the GAP was also shelled by
enemy. Rifle grenades and small trench mortars of enemy were active during the day near the
BIRDCAGE
Works. A number of new works are observed in rear of enemy lines. BELLEWAARDE FARM
and BELLEWAARDE LAKE have been strengthened. The island has had some M.G.
emplacements built upon it at L.12.d.6.8. Working parties at I.12.d.4.1. and I.12.a.5.1. were
fired upon by our snipers. Aircraft. Five enemy aircraft passed over our lines during the
afternoon and one in particular flew very low and was fired upon by rifle and M.G. fire. A
number of signals
CASUALTIES :- 2 O.R. killed and 5 O.R. wounded.

Tue, Apr 18, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Dull & some rain.
Artillery action very quiet throughout the day. Bombing. A few rifle grenades fell in trench 71
and the usual bombing of No-mans-land continued on the right. Sniping & fixed rifles. A
concealed O.P. was observed by our snipers built into the BIRDCAGE. A periscope was broken
by our snipers who also shot the sandbags away by concentrated fire on the sandbags. A fixed
rifle battery was located at J.13.c.3.8. and an enemy sniping post in coils of wire and in remains
of building at I.12.b.5.6. has four loopholes in it. One of these was shot into repeatedly by our
snipers. Sniping was active during the day along GOUROCK ROAD and on the left sector.
Patrols. One of our patrols went out from trench 70 to the Knoll at I.18.b.6.4. reporting a sap or
ditch running from this point to German lines. At the end of this sap or ditch there is a shell
crater in which was found two German cylindrical bombs unexploded. This sap or ditch runs to
with 25 yards of our lines.
Observation balloons were located in enemy lines at 33° from I.18.a.9.7. and 60°.30" from
I.18.a.7.9. Men in trench at point I.12.d.4.1. were seen to be wearing dark grey caps with black
band with red edging. The state cockade, lower of two, had a red centre. Several white pennants
have been put up by the enemy in support lines near BELLEWAARDE LAKE.
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CASUALTIES :- (R.C.R.) 1 O.R. killed and 4 O.R. wounded, P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed and 2
wounded.

Wed, Apr 19, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Dull & showery.
Artillery. During the afternoon the enemy shelled our support and communicating trenches. At
2.30.p.m. enemy shelled dugouts in vicinity of GOUROCK & GORDON ROADS with 72
rounds of 77. mm. shells. At 3.p.m. the left of the APPENDIX (J.13.c.1.9.) was shelled with
H.Es. and during the latter part of afternoon CHINA WALL, HALFWAY HOUSE &
GRAFTON STREET were shelled.
Bombing. At 1.p.m. enemy sent over about 12 rifle grenades hitting in front & rear of trench 63
(J.19.a.3.9.) Our bombers bombed the post of sap at I.18.b.5.6½ and our M. Guns were also
registering on this point. The enemy replied with bombs. Sniping. The enemy sniper who has
been active on our front trenches 70 to 74 was discovered yesterday. The sniping is done with
heavy barrelled periscope rifle. A cylinder 30" long and 6" in diameter is probably a periscope
& used in connection with the sniperscope. This cylinder appears to be used to pick out the
target and then the shot is fired. During our observation of this 20 shots were fired in like
manner to that described. A few shots appear to be fired from one place and then moved further
along the trench but seems to be particularly used at sap at I.18.b.5.6½. The sniperscope and
periscopic cylinder apparently can be used separately as the cylinder has been seen laying on the
parapet while the rifle has been used. Machine gun and rifle fire quiet until "Stand to".
Trenches & works. Enemy again constructed a concealed O.P. in BIRDCAGE. A curtain was
very slowly drawn to one side and the periscope then was uncovered. It was smashed and the
O.P. destroyed by rifle fire. M.G. fire was directed on this spot during the night. There is an
exceptionally large number of sandbags of uniform colour on enemy parapet at bomb post
I.18.b.5.6½ as compared with other parts of the parapet.
White flags reported in yesterday's summary are rectangular and placed along enemy parapet in
front line. A patrol out at 9.p.m. followed an old trench to enemy wire at I.18.b.10.2 ½ and
report enemy wire at this point very strong, and consists of heavy coil and stakes.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 3 O.R wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 4 O.R. killed & 9. wounded. 42nd Bn.1
O.R. killed and 5 wounded. – Lieut H.A. Griesbach & Lieut. D.C. Kent (attached) wounded &
suffering from shell shock.

Thu, Apr 20, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
Artillery. there was little artillery action. During the afternoon enemy shelled the APPENDIX
with H.Es but did , not damage. M.Gun and rifle fire. The enemy were active during the night
on the right sector with M.G. fire. The O.P. at the BIRDCAGE has been constructed again
during the night but was destroyed again by rifle fire and M.G. fire was kept trained on this spot
throughout the night thus preventing the enemy from again building it up.
General. A search light was seen at 9.p.m. to the right of our frontage and another one at 10.p.m.
bearing, 117° from the CULVERT on the MENIN RD. Pigeons were also seen circling around
ZILLEBEKE VILLAGE and then in a N.E. direction towards enemy lines.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 2 O.R. killed and 9 wounded. 42nd Bn 1
O.R. wd'd
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Fri, Apr 21, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
On this night (20th/21st) the P.P.C.L.I. and R.C.R. (machine guns) were relieved. The P.P.C.L.I.
moved back to rest billets at Camp "B" G.24. and the R.C.R. machine guns went back to rest
Camp "E".
Artillery. Enemy artillery in retaliation opened up on the left of the APPENDIX but did no
damage. Our artillery were active shelling their supports at J.13.c.8.5. sending over about 50
shells. At 2.p.m. we shelled the vicinity of the BIRDCAGE and made a direct hit below two
loopholes in parapet J.19.a.6.7. Bombing. In retaliation to out trench mortar fire the enemy
retaliated with rifle grenades on the APPENDIX. Sniping. The enemy has again built an O.P. in
the BIRDCAGE. This was destroyed again by rifle fire and two periscopes broken. This is
evidently used as an artillery O.P. as when their artillery opens up a periscope immediately
appears. Sniping is kept down by continual fire on enemy loopholes. Trenches & works. A M.G.
emplacement and sniping plate were observed in enemy parapet at trench opposite bay 15,
trench 63. New sandbags were also seen [crossed out: in] to have been put on parapet at
J.13.c.8.0. opposite Bay 5 trench 63. Aeroplanes. Two enemy machines were seen to fly
in direction of YPRES at 11.p.m. and return at 12.midnight. Searchlights were seen at the
following magnetic bearings from I.17.b.3.6. 110° - 140° - 45°. A battery flash was also
observed at 130° from this point.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 2 O.R. wounded & P.P.C.L.I. 5, O.R. wounded.

Sat, Apr 22, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
On the night of the 21st/22nd The R.C.R. were relieved by the 43rd Bn. The R.C.R. proceeded
by train route from the ASYLUM, YPRES and went into rest billets at Camp "E'. The 42nd Bn.
were relieved by the 58th Bn, and the 42nd Bn moving into Camp "B" by march route. The 49th
Bn. and 7th Bde. H.Q. also moved into rest billets at Camp "A" and G.11.c. respectively. All
reliefs were complete by 2.a.m. (See APPENDIX "B" attached.)

Sun, Apr 23, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Fine, bright.
The 23rd being Sunday the Battalions held the customary Church Services.

Mon, Apr 24, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
The Battalions were all busy with training, carrying out rifle, kit and smoke helmet inspections
also Platoon and Company drill during the a.m. In the after noon extended order and bayonet
exercises were undertaken. At 4.30 a.m. the R.C.R. camp "E" was attacked by an enemy
aeroplane which succeeded in dropping a bomb direct [crossed out: ly] on one of the huts used
as sleeping accommodation causing casualties to the extent of 3 killed and 31 wounded. Enemy
aircraft are very active now that the weather is favourable, our own also showing considerable
activity.
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Tue, Apr 25, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
During the morning physical drill, platoon and company drill and inspection of arm and in the
afternoon football was indulged in.
Aircraft. Owing to the raid by an enemy aircraft the previous morning machine guns were
placed in position around the various camps in preparation of further attempts being made for
attacking the camps. At about daybreak four or five enemy planes came from the direction of
POPERINGHE immediately they came within range the machine guns were opened up on them
and the craft driven off without any bombs having been dropped.
In the evening the P.P.C.L.I. furnishing a working party for BOND STREET had casualties
through M.G. fire of 1 O.R. killed and 4 wounded.

Wed, Apr 26 & 27, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
On these dates the Battalions carried out their customary training. On the afternoon of the 26th
49th Battalion Football team played the Scots Guards. Both teams were up to then undefeated,
and from start to finish the game was interesting and eventually finished 2-1 in favour of the
Scots Guards. The officers of the Brigade and Battalion Staffs were there and the Band of the
49th gave selections during the intervals.

Fri, Apr 28, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Bright & warm.
This day the Battalions carried on with their training, bombing and rifle practice being carried
out as well as Platoon and Company Drills. During the afternoon The 42nd & 49th Battalions
were inspected by General Sir Douglas Haig, G.C.B., K.C. I.E., etc. General Commander in
chief of the British Army. In a short speech he complimented the men on their smart
appearance, and that from a physical standpoint they were as good a body of troops as he had
seen. He was accompanied by Lieut. General Alderson, K.C.B. Canadian Corps and Major Gen.
, Mercer, C.B. 3rd Can. Divl. Commander. They were received at Brigade by Brig. Gen. F.O.W.
Loomis and other members of the Staff as well as the Commanders of the Units.

Aircraft. A number of aircraft duels were fought during the day with unknown results.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 O.R. killed.

Sat, Apr 29, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Fine.
Training and inspection of rifles and smoke helmets were undertaken during the a.m. and in the
afternoon preparation from the relief and general cleaning up of billets etc was done.

The relief was carried out in accordance with Operation Order No.18. attached. The
Brigade taking over the trenches from the 8th Can. Inf. Brigade. The 42nd Battalion took over
the right sector trenches and the 49th Battalion the left sector trenches, the frontage taking in
trenches 52 to 62 inclusive.
(See Appendix "C" attached.)
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Sun, Apr 30, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Fine.
There was fairly active artillery operations during the afternoon. Between 3.p.m. and 4.p.m.
enemy fired about 15 rounds on GOUROCK ROAD about 100 yds behind trench 62. 7.15.p.m.
to 7.45.p.m. fired about 20 shells in rear of trench 61. Our artillery were also active on enemy
front line and our trench mortars opened on advanced trench in front of CLONMELL COPSE
and in front of trench 70. Our M.G. and rifle fire was opened on enemy working parties in front
of CLONMELL COPSE. Bombing. Rifle grenades were fired intermittently during the day
in vicinity of the BIRDCAGE and to right of trench 60 and also on trench 58. A few trench
mortar bombs were also fired from enemy new trench opposite, trench 57 exploding on TOR
TOP.
Sniping. Our snipers fired on a number of loopholes in enemy's parapet in vicinity of
BIRDCAGE and also fired on an enemy working party in rear of BIRDCAGE. Transport.
Considerable transport was heard on YPRES MEENIN ROAD, and a train was also observed
going in easterly direction from trenches 63 and 58. Trench tramway was also heard to be in use
opposite our right front and was fired upon by M.G. fire when the sounds ceased. A transport
heard on road about j.19.d.8.6. was fired upon by our artillery. Aeroplanes. An enemy plane
was seen flying low in over our trenches between 6.p.m. and 7.p.m. Flares. at 11.p.m. the
whole salient from HILL 60. to CULVERT was under light at the same time and enemy fire
ceased at that time for a few minutes. A fire was observed in enemy lines N.W. from S.P.11. and
a white light was seen to drop over it at the same time. A sign was put up in enemy trenches
opposite trench 57 and read "TOWNSEND has surrendered with 13,000 men at KUT-EL-
AMARA."
Casualties :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wounded., 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wounded., 49th Bn Lt. J.H. McQuarrie
was wounded and 2 OR. wounded.
Attached herewith Copy of DEFENCE SCHEME covering the left sector trenches covering
trenches 63 to 75. (See appendix "D".)

Mon, May 1, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine Bright
Both enemy and our own artillery was active during the afternoon and evening. At 11.a.m. our
artillery bombarded the trenches in vicinity of the BIRDCAGE and between 6.p.m. and 8.p.m.
they bombarded the BIRDCAGE doing considerable damage to parapets. About 5.30.p.m. the
enemy opened up a severe fire on our trenches 57, 60, 61 and 62 using 4.2., 5.9., and 8" shells
doing considerable damage to the trenches. They continued this bombardment using trench
mortars, aerial torpedoes and rifle grenades as well. At about 8.15.p.m. a party of about 20
Germans came out from sap opposite right of trench 62 spread out and tried to rush our trench
62. Rifle and M.G. fire were opened on them and considerable bombs were thrown. The only
man to reach our parapet was a German Officer, who was wounded by a bomb and fell into the
trench, the remainder ran for their trenches. A few minutes afterwards our patrol went out and
found the wounded man thought to be an N.C.O. He was brought into our trench but died
shortly afterwards – No further attack was attempted that night no German bodies could be
found in NO-mans-land. The German officer belonged to the 121st WURTINBURG
[WURTTEMBERG] REGIMENT. He was forwarded to the corps to be further intorrugated by
[crossed out: the co] by them. He reports that there is no gas or mining on our front and that
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there are only about 20 men to a company in the front line and 8 to 12 men in the saps running
out in front of their lines.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 1 Killed. 49th Bn. 2 killed & 5 wounded.

Tue, May 2, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Thunder showers.
Artillery was fairly active on both sides during the morning and afternoon. Between 10.a.m. and
12.noon and 6.p.m. to 7.p.m. our artillery were active on the BIRDCAGE and the trenches in the
vicinity, making a number of hits on the enemy parapets. From 3.p.m. to 6.p.m. enemy artillery
were registering in vicinity of CUMBERLAND DUGOUTS, trench 62 and down
WARRINGTON AVENUE.
Our snipers were active firing into enemy loopholes and breaking enemy periscopes and also
keeping up a steady fire on enemy communication trenches. A Carrier pigeon was seen to fly off
in N.W. direction. Aircraft. Enemy aeroplanes were fairly active during the day. One plane was
fired upon by our batteries with heavy shrapnel. It circled round and fired several shots from its
machine gun and flew low of [inserted: low] enemy lines, and then [crossed out: fly] flew off in
easterly direction.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 4 wounded. 49th Bn. 10 killed 35 wounded. Lt. H. Hobbs & Lt. R.C.
Arthurs wounded (49th Bn.)

Wed, May 3, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Thunder showers.
Artillery. Enemy fired a number of 3" and 5.9 trying to locate our Stokes gun which had been
firing during the previous night. Our artillery were busy registering on trenches 55,56 and 57
from 10.a.m. to 11.a.m. and 4.p.m. to 5.p.m. the Germans replied with 15 rounds from their
7.7.cm. on ST. PETERS STREET and trench 55.
Bombing. Enemy fired a number of rifle and stick grenades on junction of trenches 60 and 61 62
and 63. The stick grenades all fell short. A number of bombs were also thrown from the
BIRDCAGE. A couple of saps at J.19.a.5.5. are possibly used as bombing posts. On either side
of these saps the wire is very strong. M.G. and Rifle Fire. was very active on our right frontage.
Wire. The wire in front of enemy trenches opposite our trenches 58 and 59 is thin but unbroken,
barb and trip wire being used. A number of dogs were heard in enemy's trenches in vicinity of
the BIRDCAGE. Aircraft. Both enemy and our own planes were very active throughout the
day.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 1 killed and 3 wounded. 49th Bn.1 killed and 6 wounded.

Thu, May 4, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Little artillery, bombing and Machine gun activity.

Sniping. Our snipers were active during the day and claim three hits. A number of periscopes
of the enemy were also broken and their loopholes kept under fire thus keeping down enemy
sniping fire. Works. Enemy were particularly busy on their new trench opposite CLOMNEL
COPSE both day and night. Another small working party was discovered in their second line
opposite trench 57 (J.19.a.3.4.) at 4.30 a.m. Several shots were fired at them and apparently
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stopped their work. A number of sniping plates were noticed to have been removed in enemy's
parapet of trenches 60 and 61. A large number of men were noticed continually passing
backwards and forwards at BLACK HUT J.19.d. on some occasions they were noticed carrying
material. Our artillery opened on them and the Germans were seen to run. Aeroplanes. Between
6.p.m. and 7.p.m. three enemy planes were continually circling over our trenches. M.G. fire was
turned upon them with little effect. General. Dogs were again heard and seen in enemy
trenches opposite our trench 59 at 7.a.m. and 2.p.m.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 2 wounded and 49th Bn 5 wounded.

Fri, May 5, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Enemy artillery fairly active. During the morning trenches 58 and 59 were shelled with 7.7.mm
DAVINSON STREET and ROMERS LANE were also shelled. Bombing. About 3.p.m. enemy
fired 8 rifle grenades on TOR TOP at our snipers position. Works. Considerable work being
done by enemy in new trench opposite CLOMNEL COPSE. One of our patrols made close
observation of M.G. emplacement at J.19.c.4.4. This was found to be exceptionally highly built
and of sandbag construction. The M.G. was seen to play chiefly on our left Sub. sector trenches
56 and 57. Flares were used in conjunction with the fire to conceal the flash. A good deal of
activity was seen at BLACK HUT J.19.d. Parties were seen carrying timber and 3 men were
seen pushing a load of frames. A tramway is suspected at this point. Aircraft. Active on both
sides. Enemy planes flew over ROMERS LANE AND DAVIDSON STREET and immediately
afterwards these places were shelled.
Observation balloons were seen at the following points from I.24.d.6.5. 19°., 73°-30'., 85°30'
148°30'
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wounded. 42nd Bn. 2 OR. wounded. 49th Bn. 2 killed and 1
wounded.

Sat, May 6, 1916 YPRES TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery. Both enemy and our own artillery were active throughout the day. Between 8.a.m.

and 8.45.a.m. enemy shelled HEDGE STREET and trench 52 with 15.c.m. BORDER
DUGOUTS WERE shelled from 11.30.a.m. to 1.p.m. with 15.c.m. shells. S.P.12 was shelled
with 12 7.7.mm. shells DAVIDSON STREET & ST. PETERS ST. were also shelled with
77.mm. shells.
Bombing. Enemy fired about 20 rifle grenades at TOR TOP and trench 60. Sniping. Our snipers
were busy yesterday three hits being claimed. One man was seen to be carried away and another
dragged away. Enemy were busy sniping at our loopholes. Works. Consider [inserted: able]
activity was seen at BLACK HUT again. Revetting material was seen coming up in wagon loads
and then carried into trench. New earth works were seen to rear of the BIRDCAGE, and a new
loophole is is observed to right of log hut at J.19.a.4.1.
CASUALTIES : - P.P.C.L.I. 1 killed and 1 wounded. 42nd Bn. 1 O.R. wounded. 49th Bn. 3
OR. wounded.

Sun, May 7, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
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Artillery Trenches 55, 56, 61 and 62 were shelled with 7.7.c.m. shells during the day. Our
artillery replied effectively on CLOMNEL COPSE, the 4.5 howitzers doing very good work.
Bombing. was fairly active. About 1.p.m. enemy threw over about 15 rifle grenades, some
falling in trench 56 and other on TOR TOP. We retaliated with about 20 grenades from trench
62 most of which burst with good effect on enemy's parapet. A patrol from trench 62 went out
and bombed enemy trenches to right of BIRDCAGE. Sniping. Left Battn report enemy sniping
very active during early morning. One of our snipers claims a hit at BLACK HUT (J.19.d.).
Works. Considerable activity again noticed at BLACK HUT (J.19.d.). Immediately after our
sniper hit the German at this point a large white sign was put up and taken down at 12. noon
replaced at 12.30.p.m. and taken down again 5 minutes later. The parapet opposite trench 61
was again altered and loopholes placed (or canvas) in the openings. General. A dummy figure
was placed about the parapet all morning opposite trench 61.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed and 4 wounded Lt. C.A. Pope also killed. 42nd Bn. 2
OR wounded. 49th Bn. 4 OR. wounded. Lt. Pope killed in trench 61 by rifle grenade.

Mon, May 8, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery
Little artillery activity during the day. Rifle Battery of three rifles was observed at I.30.b.9.6.
which traverses frontage covered by M.G. (J.25.a.0.9. to J.25.a.0.6.)
Works. One of our patrols from trench 53 report hearing working party at 9.30.p.m. on
communication trench at J.25.a.0.6. and at ruins at J.25.a.0.9. At about J.25.a.0.7. a
communication trench is being constructed to new enemy advanced trench. Piles of earth can
also been seen which might be intended for other communication trenches or dummy trenches.
Considerable work was going on around BLACK HUT. Parties were seen carrying material
throughout the day smoke was seen coming from the ruins about 100 yards to right of BLACK
HUT at 3.30.p.m. A sign board at J.19.c.6.9. was marked "ZUR ABORTGRUBE". At 8.a.m.
smoke was also seen issuing from trench at J.19.a.5.5½. A large amount of new dug clay was
observed at this point.
M.G. emplacements of timber and sandbag construction were observed at J.19.a.5.4. and
J.19.a.5.5. CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed and 5 wounded. 42nd Bn. 2 OR. wounded
and 49th Bn. 4 OR wounded. (Lt. Pope, C.A. (P.P.C.L.I.) was killed rifle grenade trench 61.)

Tue, May 9, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
Artillery was fairly quiet during the day. in the morning about 25 15 c.m. shells burst to rear of
trench 61. At 11.a.m. enemy fired 2 77mm, 18 shrapnel, and 1 H.E. at junction of TOR TOP and
firing line.
Sniping. Below normal. Our snipers were firing on small working parties during the day and
claim one hit. Works. Parties of Germans were seen in full marching through wood to right of
BLACK HUT at 5.45.a.m. Fatigue parties were seen to rear of the BLACK HUT. One man
carrying a rifle appeared as if in charge of the parties. A new dugout or covered trench was seen
to left of new work at J.19.c.3.8. Fresh earth and sandbags were seen being [crossed out:
through] thrown up in advanced trench on a frontage of 100 yards at J.19.2.3½. to J.19.c.2.5½.
Advanced trench in in front of trench 54 is being deepened at J.19.. A large hole is being dug in
enemy's trench at I.30.d.3½.9½ A sniping position with two loopholes was discovered in brick
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wall at J.25.a.0.9. CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. killed and 1 OR. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR.
wounded. 49th Bn 1 OR. wounded.

Wed, May 10, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Dull.

Artillery. During the day our artillery were busy registering on trenches opposite 52 to 57
Between 1.p.m. and 4.p.m. our 6 " fired on enemy support trenches opposite trench 54. Sniping.
Our snipers compelled enemy working parties to cease work in vicinity of BLACK HUT.

Enemy artillery were active during the day. Our trenches 53, 54 and 56 were shelled with
77.mm. TOR TOP, ST. PETERS ST. and ROMERS LINE were shelled with 77.mm. shells
between 5.p.m. to 6.30.p.m. and at 7.p.m. enemy 77.mm. guns were active on our front and
support trenches of right Bn.
Works. Considerable activity in vicinity of BLACK HUT. Carrying parties were seen and fired
upon by our snipers. A motor cyclist was seen to leave BLACK HUT and go in direction of
STIRLING CASTLE at 1.30.p.m. At J.19.c.3.9. new sandbags and earth were seen at this point
and it would appear to be a new saps under construction. The salient at J.19.c.2½.8. appears to
have been made into a M.G. emplacement. Further work has been observed on new trench in
front of CLOMNEL COPSE. An enemy working party of 25 men was dispersed by M.G. fire at
J.25.a.1½.5. A wicker work screen has been put up just behind enemy front line at J.19.d.2½.9.
fresh earth has been thrown up at this point during the night. Aircraft. An enemy plane passed
over our trenches going in a southerly direction at 4.p.m. It was fired upon by M.G. fire
Identification. A man was seen wearing a cap with the following coloured circles on the cap.
Black, white, black and a field grey uniform.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 9 OR. wounded. (4 slightly and at duty) P.P.C.L.I. 3 OR. wounded
and 49th Bn. 1 OR. wounded.

Thu, May 11, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery on both sides active during the day. At 4.p.m. enemy support lines were successfully
shelled with our 4.5 howitzer battery. From 4. to 5.30.p.m. our 18 pounders retaliated on enemy
front and support trenches, sending over about 50 shells in all. Our trenches 52, 53, 55 and 56
were shelled by enemy with 77.mm. shells doing little damage. 8.15.a.m. to 8.45.a.m.
OBSERVATE RIDGE and BORDER DUGOUTS were also shelled with 77.mm. shells.
Sniping. Active on both sides. Our snipers claim to have got three Germans. Patrols. Our patrols
encountered two patrols of the enemy, o[inserted:ne] of which had penetrated our wire. This
patrol was about 20 strong and were about to bomb our trenches when seen by our patrol. The
enemy also saw us and thought they were being cut off and retired. Bombs were thrown and
rifle fire turned on them with effect as groans were heard and men seen to return for their
wounded. Works. Enemy continue active on their new trench in front of our trenches opposite
MAPLE COPSE. There was also the usual activity in [crossed out: vicni] vicinity of BLACK
HUT. A square sandbag tower was seen at J.19.a.5.2. built up above their parapet. A large
amount of barbed wire is thrown in front of this place. Smoke was observed coming from
chimney of house at I.31.d.½.7½. Men were seen to croos [cross] from house to what appeared
to be a row of dugouts at I.31.c.9½.7½. Considerable vehicular traffic was seen on KLEIN
ZILLEBEKE ROAD. A gun was seen being drawn along this road in a S.W. direction
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It appeared to be about the size of a 5.9.. A battery is believed to be at I.31.9½.7. as puffs of
smoke were observed at every explosion. Aircraft. Enemy aircraft busy between 6.a.m. and
9.a.m. also 5.30.p.m. when the shelling was in progress, one plane passing low over our trenches
in a southerly direction.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. killed and 2 wounded-, P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed and i wounded.
7th Bde. M.G.C. 1 OR. wounded.

Fri, May 12, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Much rain.
Artillery on both sides very active throughout the day. We shelled enemy Front line, support and
communication trenches as with 18 pounders, H.E. and shrapnel. Enemy shelled our front line,
supports and communication trenches as well as S.P.12., BORDER and CUMBERLAND
DUGOUTS. Damage was slight and has now been repaired. The usual working parties were
seen in vicinity of BLACK HUT and were fired upon. Considerable work has been done by
enemy on his new trench opposite trenches 57 and 58. Gun carriages were seen cutting
across a field at 6.20.a.m. location being J.25.c.2.5½. Aircraft were very active during the
morning. An observation balloon was also seen at 6.45.a.m. and was taken down at 8.45.a.m.
bearing 125° from St PETERS STREET O.P. CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. killed and 2
wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed and 1 wounded.

Sat, May 13, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
At 5.30.p.m. our artillery bombarded enemy front line trenches in retaliation to enemy's fire, on
MAPLE COPSE, CUMBERLAND DUGOUTS and trenches 55 and 56.
Small parties of men were seen at the BLACK HUT crossing the road at the double. The tram
line at enemy's dump at the WHITE HOUSE appears to come up GREEN HACKET RIDE from
the corner at J.19.b.9½.9½. to within 50 yards of WHITE HOUSE. Considerable work has been
done on new trenches opposite CLOMNEL COPSE, several new loopholes having been placed
in the parapet and others laying ready for use.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 12 OR. wounded by shell fire. 49th Bn. 3 OR. wounded slightly
and at Duty.

Sun, May 14, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Cool & Showery.
Artillery. quiet on both sides with exception of 65 rounds of 18 pdrs on enemy front and support
trenches opposite trenches 52 to 57. Trenches & Works. The usual activity in and around
BLACK HUT during the day. Our artillery opened up on several parties with good effect.
Enemy's new trench in front of CLOMNEL COPSE had had considerable work done on it
during the night. CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 5 OR. wounded. P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wdd. 49th Battln. 2
OR. wdd.

Mon, May 15, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
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Artillery. on both sides was more active during the day. Our artillery retaliated to enemys fire on
their new advanced trench in front of CLOMNEL COPSE and in J.19.c. and d squares.
A few rounds were also fired on and around the BLACK HUT at enemy working parties.
Enemy shelled trench 55 at 11.a.m. to 11.15.a.m. with 6 77.mm. also vicinity of
CUMBERLAND DUGOUTS with 11 15.c.m. 12.noon to 12.30.p.m. 20 15.c.m. shells were
fired in vicinity of trench 61, WARRINGTON AVE. and gourock ave. Damage however was
slight.
12.15. p.m. ROMERS LINE, ST. PETERS ST and S.P.12 were shelled with 4.1. – No damage.
Bombing & M.G. & Rifle fire. normal. Further working parties are reported in vicinity of
BLACK HUT and on enemy's new trench in front of CLOMNEL COPSE. Work was also
noticed in rear of enemy's front line, sandbags and earth having been altered at I.30.b.5.1.
Transport. Considerable transport was heard on the KLEIN ZILLEBEKE ROAD (J.31.c.9.5.) 6
of the wagons were drawn by 6 horsed teams. All were going in S.E. direction.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 2 OR. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 3 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. 1 OR. wdd.

Tue, May 16, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Appendix "A"
On the night of the 15th/16th The 7th Canadian Infantry Bde. was relieved by the 9th Canadian
Infantry Bde. The 7th Brigade moving into rest billets at Camps "A" "B" "C" and "D" (See
Operation Orders and Relief Tables attached and marked appendix "A").
During the day the Battalions carried on drills under the instructors from the Guards Division.
Aircraft. During the night of the 16th an enemy aeroplane flew over our Camps and dropped a
bomb, eventually being driven off by M.G. fire.
Brig. Gen. A.C. Macdonell C.M.G., D.S.O. proceeded on leave on this date leaving the Bde. in
charge of Lieut.Colonel H.C. Buller, D.S.O. of the P.P.C.L.I.
CASUALTIES :- [crossed out: Nil.] P.P.C.L.I. 4 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wdd.

Wed, May 17, 1916 ZILLEBEKE TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
The morning was taken up with Platoon, Company and Battalion drill, inspection of arms,
smoke helmets. During the afternoon the P.P.C.L.I. and Grenadier Guards played football
resulting in a win for the former by 1-0.
CASUALTIES :- 49th Bn. 1 OR. killed and 5 OR. wounded while on working party.

Thu, May 18 to Mon, May 22, 1916, incl. REST BILLETS, BELGIUM
See appendix "B" attached.
During this time the Battalions were in Rest Billets and carried on with the usual Drills Platoon,
Company and Battalion Drills being undertaken, particular attention was given this time to
instruction in adjustment of smoke helmets and the wearing of them for short periods. Working
parties were furnished nightly on these we suffered the following casualties :- 18th, R.C.R. 1
OR. wdd., 19th, P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wdd., 20th. P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed (Divl Wiring party) 22nd,
The R.C.R. and P.P.C.L.I. each had 1 OR. wdd.
On the night of the 21st/22nd half of the Bde. Trench Mortar Battery and the Brigade M. Gun
Company moved into the left sub-sector trenches taking over from the 8th Brigade. On the night
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of 22nd/23rd the other half of the trench mortar battery moved up to the right sub-sector
trenches. The 42nd Battalion moved into the left sub-sector trenches from Camp "D' relieving
the 2nd C.M.R. (see O.O. No.21 attached).

Tue, May 23, 1916 REST CAMP, BELGIUM
Do.
On the night of the 23rd/24t.the 7th Can. Infantry Brigade continued and completed the relief of
the 8th Canadian Inf. Bde., in the HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES. The [inserted: 49th Bn.]
42nd Bn. Battalion moving from Camp "C" relieved the 5th C.M.R. in BELGIAN CHATEAU
and ZILLEBEKE BUND. The P.P.C.L.I. moved from Camp "B" to Camp "F' in Divisional
Reserve and the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. , H.Qrs. relieved that of the 8th Brigade in the RAMPARTS,
YPRES. (See O.O. No. 21. attached and marked appendix "B')

Wed, May 24, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
Artillery on both sides fairly active. GOUROCK RD, LOVERS LANE, ZOUAVE WOOD,
HALFWAY HOUSE, CORK STREET and our front trench 64 right was shelled during the day
with 77.mm. and 5.9. but little material damage done. Our 18 pounders fired 560 rounds on
various targets in the enemy front and rear lines with apparent good effect. During the night
bombing on both sides in vicinity of the GAP. A number of small trench mortar and rifle
grenades were also fired by the enemy at this locality but for the most part falling short and
harmless in No-mans-land. Sniping during the day was very quiet but our snipers managed to
smash a number of enemy periscopes. Aircraft was very active in the early morning when three
enemy planes were flying rather low over our trenches at 5.20.a.m., 6.30.a.m. 8.30.a.m. and
9.05.a.m. after which the activity died down.
CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wdd. and 49th Bn. 1 OR. wounded.

Thu, May 25, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Showery.
Excepting for the usual artillery activity the day passed off very quiet. Enemy shelled vicinity of
the LOOP, SANCTUARY WOOD, CORK STREET, ZOUAVE WOOD, GRAFTON STREET
and trenches 70,71 and 72 with 7.7c.m. 5.9. H.E. and shrapnel a little over a hundred shells in all
being fired. Sniping, Bombing M.G. and Rifle Fire very quiet throughout the day and night. A
M.G. emplacement is suspected at J.13.c.5½.2½. A strong emplacement with iron girder
supports for the roof has been erected here and M.G. fire has been noticed from this point. The
usual early morning aerial activity on the part of the enemy afterwards being practically nil.
Several enemy observation balloons seen after 4.p.m. CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. wdd. 42nd
Bn. 1 OR killed & 2 wdd. [inserted: 49th Bn 2 OR. w'd'd.]

Fri, May 26, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery on both sides was again active. Our communication and support trenches were heavily
shelled with 7.7.c.m., 4.1. and 10.5 howitzers doing considerable damage to the trenches



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 51

particularly LOVERS WALK, SANCTUARY WOOD, ZOUAVE WOOD and trenches
63,64,65 and 66. and S.P.17. Little activity has been observed in rear lines of enemy this last
few days. New work was observed at trenches near BELLEWAARDE LAKE. A wall about 60.
foot long has been constructed of headers. A number of shirts have been observed hanging on
barbed wire near this locality. A number of new sandbags were also observed on parapet at
J.13.c.3½.6½. to 7.
Aircraft on both sides was very active during the early morning and in the afternoon. Our craft
were heavily shelled but returned safely. Our craft were chiefly over out left frontage.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. killed and 2. wounded. 42nd Bn. and 49th Bn each had 1 OR.
w'd'd.

Sat, May 27, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery on both sides was again active. Both our own and their front, support and
communication trenches being shelled during the day. SANCTUARY WOOD, GOUROCK
ROAD, LOVERS LANE and ZOUAVE WOOD received most of enemy's attention the shells
being chiefly 10.5. and 7.7.c.m.
Machine Gun and rifle fire active during the night but quiet during the day. Considerable
Bombing on either side took place during the night opposite trench 63. Work continues in
enemy trenches near the CHATEAU. A new trench is also being constructed nearer to ours to
left of CROWS NEST where "A" frames are plainly visible. A small working party in vicinity
STIRLING CASTLE was dispersed by our sniping fire. Transport heard in this direction at
4.a.m. to 7.a.m. (J.13.d.). Aircraft on both sides were active during the day but chiefly between
4.p.m. and 6.p.m. One of enemy dropped a white flare [crossed out: ??] which afterwards broke
into a number of smaller ones – 4 rounds of 4.9 H.E. immediately followed this between
I.24.b.3.8½ and ZOUAVE WOOD. Observation balloons were visible in enemy's rear at bearing
from I.24.d.3.8½ due N. 0°.00 and 63°.00'
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 2 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. Killed & 5 wdd. and 49th Bn1 OR. wdd.

Sun, May 28, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery was again active our front and support trenches being fairly heavily shelled trenches
63,64,65 and 66 and new trenches 67 and 68 in the front line and GRAFTON ST. CORK ST
REGENT ST and LOVERS LANE support and communication trenches . Bombing, in the
vicinity of the Stable Retrenchments during the night and a small working party of the enemy
was bombed opposite trench 70, bay 2. Machine Gun and rifle fire during the night was fairly
active on both sides. Sniping was more active during the day. An enemy sniper was located at
I.12.c.9.1. in their front line and was fired upon by our snipers. This sniper is the one that is
keeping close watch on REGENT STREET. A number of loopholes are located in enemy
trenches at this point. Work continues on enemy's com. and support trenches at I.12.d.2.3. and
what appear to be dugouts are being errected along hedge at this point. Any sandbags that are
split by our rifle fire are always repaired by enemy during the night. New works appear in sap in
advanced trench at J.13.c.4.7½. and about 20 sandbags are laying on boards at the point.
Aircraft. An enemy aeroplane dropped a black object when it appeared to be over the
BIRDCAGE, another plane flew over our trenches at 3.p.m. apparently observing.
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CASUALTIES :- 42nd Bn. 3 OR. wdd. and 49th Bn. 1 OR. killed and 7 wdd.
NOTE. Brig. General A.C. Macdonell [inserted: C.M.G. D.S.O.] returned from leave of
absence on this date taking over command of the 7th Canadian Infantry Bde., from
Lieut.Colonel H.C. Buller, D.S.O. (P.P.C.L.I.)who was acting Brig. Gen. in the Generals
absence. Major A.C. Critchley, who had been wounded and invalided to England returned to
duty on the 7th Bde. Staff taking up his original appointment as Staff Capt.

Mon, May 29, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
The customary artillery activity on the part of the enemy during the day, front, support, and
communication trenches being shelled. Our artillery was also active on enemy works and
trenches and in dispersing enemy working parties. Sniping. Two hits were obtained by our
snipers one at J.13.c.4½.6. and the other at J.13.c.3½.8. The latter hit was at an enemy working
where a new trench is being constructed to act as a cut off. Considerable noise was heard on the
extreme left of our left sector indicating that a relief was in progress. Our patrols were active
during the night and enemy working parties dispersed by M.G. and rifle fire. Aircraft. Enemy
aircraft less active but ours were in evidence during most part of the day. Several enemy
observation balloons were unseen behind enemy lines at bearings from I.24.d.3.8½. 0°00' - 19°-
00- 94°.30' - 131°.30'.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 3 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 2 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. killed 1 OR. and 2 OR.
wdd.
Tue, May 30, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery less active during the day. Our artillery was busy registering in conjunction with
aeroplanes on various enemy targets several direct hits being obtained on enemy battery
positions. The enemy did the usual shelling of front line, communication and support trenches
also the vicinity of 7th Brigade H.Q. with 5.9.cm. 7.7.cm. and 10.5.cm. Our trench mortars fired
20 rounds into enemy trenches opposite our trench 63 making several direct hits. The enemy
fired 6 minnenwerfer bombs to rear of front line trenches on the right sub-sector of left sector.
Enemy continue to do considerable work on new advanced trench at J.13.c.4.7½.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 3 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 2 OR. wdd. and 49th Bn. 1 OR. killed and 2
wdd.

Wed, May 31, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
See appendix "D" attached.
ARTILLERY on both sides fairly active during the day. The enemy again shelled
SANCTUARY WOOD and R. line, HALFWAY HOUSE dugouts, MENIN RD and GORDON
HOUSE as well as the front line trenches in the vicinity of the GAP and APPENDIX. using
shells of 7.7cm. 10.5.cm. and 5.9.cm. calibre.
BOMBING. Our 3.7. trench mortar fired about 20 rounds into enemy trenches opposite our right
sub-sector in retaliation for enemy minenwerfer bombs. SNIPING. Sniper Tansley claims to
have wounded another German at J.13.c.3½.8. PATROLS. Our patrols were out during the
night but encountered no enemy patrols. They report M.G. and rifle fire quiet. Transport was
heard at 10.30.p.m. in the direction of STIRLING CASTLE and a train going in N.E. direction
at 12.30.a.m.
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The sap at J.13.c.3.6½. was investigated and found to have no wire on either side of it and
appearances would indicate that same has not been used lately. Enemy continue to do much
work on his advanced trench opposite our sector, fresh earth and sandbags being seen nightly.
A small enemy working party was dispersed by M.G and rifle fire at J.8.a.5.4. M.G.
emplacement seen at J.13.c.4.7½ Aircraft less active to-day. The 49th Bn. occupying the
right sub-sector, left sector report that during the 8 days they occupied this sector 770. 7.7.cm.
888 10.5.cm. and 183 16.cm. shells were fired on the rear and supports and H.Q. of this Bn but
despite this large amount of shelling only 1 OR. killed and 14 OR. wdd.
On the nights of 30th/31st and 31st/1st inter brigade relief was carried out the P.P.C.L.I. and
R.C.R. relieving the 49th and 42nd Bns respectively on the right and left subsectors of the left
sector. The 49th and 42nd Bns respectively taking up locations in Divisional and Bde support.
(see Appendix "D" attached.)
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. killed and 2 OR. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. killed. 42nd Bn. 3 OR.
wdd. 49th Bn. [inserted: Major] Albert Keefe Hobbins wounded, slightly and at duty. 7th
Brigade Machine Gun Coy. 2 [inserted: .]O.R. killed and 3 OR. wdd. and 1 OR. shell shock.

[Signed] A.C. Macdonell Brig. General
Commanding 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade,

Appendix "A"

S.E.C.R.E.T. B.M.S. 568.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

OPERATION ORDER NO.20.
BRIGADIER GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G., D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

REFERENCE MAPS.

1/10,000 Secret Trench Map.
1/40,000 Sheet No.28.

1. RELIEFS.
The 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the 7th

Canadian Infantry Brigade in the right sector, on the night
of the 15th/16th May, 1916, in accordance with attached Move-
ment Table.

2. On completion of Relief the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade
will come into Divisional Reserve, and will occupy Camps
A,B,C (G.18.a.) and D.

3. MACHINE GUNS.
The relief of the 7th Brigade M.G. Company will be
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carried out on the night of 14/15th under instructions
of the O.C. Brigade M.G. Company, and attached Movement Table.

4. LEWIS GUNS.
Lewis Machine Guns will be relieved under Regimental

arrangements on the nights of 14/15th and 15/16th.

5. BRIGADE TRENCH MORTAR BATTERY.
The Brigade Trench Mortar Battery Personnel will be

relieved by the 9th Brigade Trench Mortar Battery Personnel
on the night of the 14/15th under instructions from Lieut.
McDonald. Officers concerned will send in a report by wire
to Battalion Headquarters immediately on completion of
relief.

6. TRENCH STORES & SANITATION.
Battalions moving into trenches or Camp will send

officers and small parties in advance to take over. The
officers will be responsible that the trenches or camp taken
over is in a sanitary condition and should give a receipt
to the outgoing Unit to that effect.
Trench Stores, Log Books, Trench Maps, Photograph and Defence
Schemes, information and programme of work will be handed
over. Receipts in triplicate should be taken and should
also state that area taken over is in a sanitary con-
dition. One receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Head-
quarters.

7. WORKING PARTIES.
On the night of relief the arties will carry on work

in the vicinity of the posts occupied.

8. Reliefs will be reported to Brigade H.Q. on completion.

9. Acknowledge receipt by wire.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster.
Major,

Brigade Major,
13.5.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

COPIES SENT TO :-

1. to ROYAL CANADIAN REGIMENT.
2. P.P.C.L.I.
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3. 42nd Canadian Battalion.
4. 49th Canadian Battalion.
5. Brigade M.G.O.
6. Brigade T.M.O.
7. 3rd Canadian Division.
8. 7th Can. Field C.C.R.E.
9. Brigade Transport Officer.
10. 8th Can. Infantry Bde.
11. 31st Can. Infantry Bde.
12. Right. Group Artillery.
13. File.
14. )
15. ) War Diary.
16. )

______________________________________________________________
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RELIEF TABLE. SECRET.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

DATE. UNIT. FROM. TO ON RELIEF ROUTE. GUIDES. REMARKS.
BY.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15th. R.C.R. Front Trenches Camp "A" 60th Battn. By train from 4 Officers and 16
R. Sub-sector. X ASYLUM at guides to meet in-

coming Battn at
TRANSPORT
FARM at 10.30.p.m.

15/16th. P.P.C.L.I. Fron Trenches Camp "B" 43rd Battn. By train from 4 Officers & 16
L. Sub-sector. ASYLUM at guides to meet

train at ASYLUM
at 8.15.p.m.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15/16th. 42nd Battn. Camp "E" Camp "D" 58th Battn. March. Relief to be
complete by
6.p.m.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15/16th. 49th Battn.RAILWAY DUG- Camp "C" 52nd Battn. March. 4 Officers & 16
OUTS & MAPLE (G.18.a) guides to be at
COPSE. TRANSPORT FM

at 9.p.m.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

X One Company of the R.C.R. will be billeted in Tents about G.17.a.7.7.
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MACHINE GUN COMPANY RELIEFS. SECRET.
---------------------------------------- ------------

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Date. SECTION. POSITION. RELIEF. GUIDES. TIME. TRANSPORT. TIME. REMARKS.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
MAY HEDGE ST. C. Section M.G. OCs to re-
14/15th. No.1.Sec. Trench 53. 9/C.M.G.C. COMMUNI- RATION 10.p.m. port relief com-

7/C.M.G.C. '' 55 Lt.Eager NICATION FARM plete to Bde.H.Q.,
Lt. Hale. S.P.11. TRENCH 8.30.p.m. OBSERVATORY O.C. Subsector &

ZILLEBEKE RIDGE RD. O.C. trench & to
VILLAGE. O.C. Sub-sector &

O.C. trench daily
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do No.2. sec. Trench 58 B.sec. Do Do Do 10.p.m. Do.
7/C.M.G.C. ,, 59 9/C.M.G.C.
Lt. Beecroft ,, 61 Lt. Ruther-

S.P.14. -ford.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

M.G.C's to report
Do No.4.sec. S.P. 12. D sec. relief complete to

7/C.M.G.C. ,, 13. 9/C.M.G.C. Do Do Do 10.p., Bde. H.Q. & O.C.
Lt. Toby. ,, 16. Lt. Whitaker Right & Left Sub-

MAPLE sector & to O.C.
COPSE R. & L. Subsector
HEDGE. daily.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Do No. 3. sec. ZILLEBEKE A sec. Do 8.30.p.m. COMMUNIA) Section Officer to
7/C.M.G.C. VILLAGE. 9/C.M.G.C. -TION 10.P.M. Report Bde. H.Q.
Lt. Scroggie Lt. Page ZILLEBEKE when relief com-

VILLAGE. plete.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Do. Working PROME- Working
Party NADE DUG- Party 7/Bde.H.Q. 8.p.m. --- --- ---
7/C.M.G.C. OUTS.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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[inserted: Appendix "B"]
SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO.21. D.M.S.......
BY

LIEUT.COLONEL H.C.BULLER, D.S.O.,

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BDE.,

REFERENCE MAPS.

1/10,000 Secret Trench Map.
1/40,000 Sheet No.28.

1. RELIEFS.
The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the

8th Canadian Infantry Brigade in the Left Sector on the
nights of 21st/22nd, 22nd/23rd, and 23rd/24th, May, in accordance
with the attached Relief Table.

2. MACHINE GUNS.
The relief of the Brigade Machine Gun Company will be

carried out on the night of the 21st/22nd under instructions
of the O.C. Brigade M.G. Company and attached Relief Table.

3. BRIGADE TRENCH MORTAR BATTERY.
The relief of the Brigade Trench Mortar Battery will be

carried out on the nights 21st/22nd and 22nd/23rd under
instructions of the O.C. Bde. T.M. Battery and attached Relief
Table.

4. LEWIS GUNS AND BOMBERS.
Lewis Guns and Bombers will be relieved with their

Battalions.

5. All details of relief are to be arranged direct between
the Battalions concerned.

6. TRENCH STORES AND SANITATION.
Battalions moving into trenches or Camp will send officers

and small parties in advance to take over. The officers will
be responsible that the trenches or Camp taken over will be in a
sanitary condition and should give a receipt to the outgoing
unit to that effect.
Trench Stores, Log Books, Trench Maps, Photographs and Defence
Schemes, information and programme of work will be handed over.

Receipts in triplicate should be taken and should also state
that the area taken over is in a sanitary condition. One
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receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

7. The C.O. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will take over
Command of the Left Sector on completion of relief on the
night of 23rd/24th, May.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster
Major,

Brigade Major,
20.5.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

Copies issued to :-

1,2 & 3. To 3rd Can. Division. 10. To Bde. Transport Officer
4. R.C.R. 11. 8th F.C.C.R.E.
5. P.P.C.L.I. 12. 8th Can. Infantry Bde.
6. 42nd Battalion. 13. Can. Infantry Bde.
7. 49th Battalion. 14. Left Group Artillery.
8. Bde. M.G.C. 15. File.
9. Bde. T.M.B. 16,17,&18. War Diary.

_________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE 20th May, 1916.

_________________________________________________________

AMENDMENT TO OPERATION ORDER ------NO. 21------

__________________________________________________________
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Appendix "C"
SECRET.
-----------

OPERATION ORDER NO. 22. B.M.S...17...
BY

BRIGADIER GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G., D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BDE.,

REFERENCE MAPS.
1/10,000 Secret Trench Map.
1/40,000 Sheet No.28.

1. RELIEFS.
An inter-Brigade relief will take place on the nights

of 30th/31st, 31st/1st in accordance with the attached Table.

2. MACHINE GUNS.
The Machine Gun relief will be carried out under instruc-

tions from O.C. Brigade M.G. Company.

3. BRIGADE TRENCH MORTAR BATTERY.
The relief of the Brigade Trench Mortar Battery will be

carried out under arrangements of the O.C. Bde. T.M. Battery on
the nights of 29th/30th and 30th/31st.

4. LEWIS GUNS AND BOMBERS.
Lewis Guns and Bombers will be relieved by [inserted: with] their

Battalions.

5. All details of relief are to be arranged direct between
the Battalions concerned.

6. TRENCH STORES & SANITATION.
Battalions moving into trenches or camp will send officers

and small parties in advance to take over. The officers will
be responsible that the trenches or camp taken over is in a
sanitary condition and should give a receipt to the out-going
Unit to that effect.

Trench stores, Log books, Trench maps, Photographs and
Defence Schemes, information and programme of work will be handed
over. Receipts in triplicate should be taken and should also
state that the area taken over is in a sanitary condition. One
receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

7. Report to be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters on com-
-pletion of reliefs.
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[Signed] A.H.B. Fuller,
Major,

Brigade Major,
28.5.16 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

Copies issued to :-

1,2 & 3. 3rd Canadian Division. 10. To Bde. Transport Officer.
4. R.C.R. 11. 8th F.C.C.R.E.
5. P.P.C.L.I. 12. 9th. Can. Infantry Bde.
6. 42nd Battalion. 13. 60th Infantry Bde.
7. 49th Battalion. 14. Left Group Artillery.
8. Bde. M.G. Company. 15. File.
9. Bde. T.M. Battery. 16,17,18 War Diary.

____________________________________________________________

INTER-BRIGADE RELIEF TABLE

_____________________________________________________________

Appendix "D"
SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 23. COPY NO...17...
BY

BRIGADIER GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G., D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BDE.,

1. On the night of the 30th/31st the O.C. right Sub-
sector of the left Sector will extend his front in the
south taking over trenches 61 and 62 also accommodation
in WARRINGTON AVENUE and CHARING CROSS from
the 58th Battalion of the 9th Brigade.

2. The O.C. left Sub-sector of the left Sector will extend
his front to the south as far as the APPENDIX inclusive.
[inserted: ?? 62]

3. The boundary between the right and left Brigade sectors
of the 3rd Canadian Division will be as follows :_

From junction trenches 60-61 to junction of WARRINGTON
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AVENUE and LOVERS WALK (I.24.b.3.8.) – S.P.17. (inclusive to
right sector) – S.P.16 (inclusive to right sector) – N.E.
corner of MAPLE COPSE – BORDER LANE – DORMY HOUSE
LANE (common to both sectors) – E. end ZILLEBEKE LAKE
- thence W to a point on ZILLEBEKE BUND so as to include
Brigade Headquarters and dugouts for one company to the right
Brigade sector – thence west.
NOTE. The responsibility of the defence of WARRINGTON
AVENUE will rest with the right Brigade Sector. The left
Brigade sector will have the use of WARRINGTON AVENUE for
communication and accommodation of supports.

4. The support Battalions will re-adjust as follows : -

LEFT BRIGADE SECTOR.

H.Q. ZILLEBEKE.
2 Companies ZILLEBEKE.
1 Company, less 1 Platoon, YPRES.
1 Platoon S.P. I.H. and I.K.
1 Company BELGIAN CHATEAU.

LEFT BRIGADE.

1 Company at BELGIAN CHATEAU, H.Qrs & 3 Coys Camp "F"

5. The O.C. Machine Gun Company will make the necessary
re-adjustment of Machine Guns.

The Artillery arrangements for covering the new front
will be as follows :-

Left Grouped Artillery Brigade will cover trenches 61
to 75 (both inclusive).

The Battery at I.27.a.4.7. (85th Battery) will be
grouped with the left artillery Brigade, and will cover
trenches 61 – 62 as at present.

6. Reports to be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters on
completion of reliefs.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster.
Major,

Brigade Major,
29.5.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

Copies issued to : -

,, 1,2 & 3 to 3rd Can Division,
4 R.C.R.
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5 P.P.C.L.I.
6 42nd Battalion.
7 49th Battalion.
8 Bde. M.G. Company.
9 Bde. T.M. Battery.

10 Bde. Transport Officer.
11 8th F.C.C.R.E.
12 9th Can. Infantry Bde.
13. 60th Infantry Bde.
14 Left Group Artillery.
15 File.
16,17 and 18 War Diary.

________________________________________________________________

SIR D. HAIG’S FIRST DISPATCH.

RECORD OF FIVE MONTHS’ WORK.

________________________________________________________________

Thu, Jun 1, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
ARTILLERY fire active on both sides enemy paying particular attention to SANCTUARY
WOOD, ZOUAVE WOOD, GOUROCK RD, HALFWAY HOUSE and the CULVERT.
Trenches 65 to 75 were also shelled with H.E. and Shrapnel. One direct hit was obtained on
parapet of trench 70..7.7.cm. – 10.5.cm. – 15.cm. H.E. and shrapnel were used by the enemy.
Our artillery retaliation was directed against enemy front and support trenches. Machine gun
and rifle fire normal throughout day and night. Very little bombing excepting in the right sub-
sector of the left sector, enemy throwing bombs in retaliation of 2 bombs which one of our
patrols threw into enemy trenches.
Our patrols were out along our whole frontage during the night and examined enemy wire and
saps. Patrols report considerable shuffling of feet opposite trench 71 in enemy lines and it is
thought probable that a relief was carried out. At 12.10.a.m. enemy sent up a green flare and it
is thought that this was to indicate relief complete. Patrols report enemy wire good from the
BIRDCAGE to a point at I.13.c.4.5. The wire is close to parapet averaging about 20 yards.
The bombs thrown by enemy from the CROWS NEST appear to be thrown by some
mechanical device as they were thrown in eights and at very regular intervals. They were very
small and ineffective. The old trench from BIRDCAGE to APPENDIX was found to be
unoccupied.
Work was done by the enemy on sap at J.13.c.5.5. to left of BIRDCAGE. A number of boards
were nailed to the tree by enemy bearing various colours, the coloured side facing the enemy.
The location of these boards is given as I.18.b.1.9. Aircraft reported active at 10.15.a.m. two
enemy planes were seen over our lines for 2½ hours. Five of our planes flew over YPRES
headed direct for enemy lines returning an hour later and turning again and crossed enemy
lines further south. Observation balloons seen in rear of enemy lines at true bearing
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fromI.18.b.2.5½-5°.00 - 10°.00 - 14°.00 - 36°.00 108°.00 133°.00 165°.00 183°.00. One of
our balloons broke loose and drifted over enemy lines to the south of us and was heavily
shelled and was eventually attacked by aeroplanes and brought down about 9 miles to rear of
enemy lines.
Casualties :-

Fri, Jun 2 to Tue, Jun 6, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
On the morning of the 2nd the enemy opened up a severe bombardment on our front, support
and communicating trenches, commencing at 7.45.a.m. and keeping up an intense fire until
noon when he launched an attack against our trenches. The artillery preparation had been so
severe that he succeeded in penetrating our trenches and by evening of that day he was in
possession of a good deal of our front and support trenches of the right sub-sector of the left
sector. Counter-attacks were made and succeeded in driving the enemy out of a portion of our
trenches but owing to the difficulties of getting up reinforcements were unable to hold the
ground recovered. Severe artillery and infantry engagements took place between the 2nd and
6th detailed report on which is attached hereto. On the morning of the engagement the
position of the Battalions of the Brigade were as follows :- Left sub-sector of left sector
R.C.R., Right sub-sector of left sector P.P.C.L.I. The 42nd Battalion and 49th Battalion
being in Brigade support and reserve respectively. The casualties suffered during the
engagement were somewhat heavy in both officers and men. The P.P.C.L.I. were unfortunate
in losing both first and second in command, Lieut. Col., H.C. Buller, D.S.O. and Major
Hamilton Gault, the former being killed and the latter severely wounded. The losses in
officers and men of units of this Brigade are as follows :-

OFFICERS OTHER RANKS
X R.C.R. Killed Wounded & Miss. Killed. Wounded. Wounded & miss.
P.P.C.L.I. 6 13 (2 miss) 69 213 107.
42nd Battalion. 2 4 (wdd) 29 223 20.
49th Battalion. 5 8 ,, 41 179 70.
7th Bde. Machine Gun Com.
7th Bde. Trench Mortar B 'y. 1 7 6. (miss)
X R.C.R. 1 3 (wdd) 23 113 14. (miss)

On the night of 4th/5th owing to heavy casualties it was decided to relieve the
P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalion. This was done by the 60th Battalion the P.P.C.L.I. and 49th
Battalions going back to rest Billets at Camp "C" (G.18.a) The battalions moving back by
Bus from the ASYLUM, YPRES.

On the night of the 5th/6th The 7th Can. Infantry Brigade were relieved by the 6th
Brigade the 28th Battalion relieving the R.C.R. in the HOOGE trenches and the 31st Battalion
relieving the 42nd and other Units in the right sub-sector trenches. The Brigade Headquarters
were relieved by those of the 6th and moved back into Rest billets at Camp "A" the two
battalions moving into Camps "A" and "B" respectively.
Detailed Summary of these operations attached and marked Appendix A.

Wed, Jun 7, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Owing to the severe nature of the fighting and the casualties sustained by the Brigade

it was decided to withdraw the brigade from the Divisional Rest Camp to billets in and around
STEENVOORDE in order that the Units may thoroughly reorganise and rest.
See O.O. No.27 Appendix B.
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Wed, Jun 7 to Jun 16, 1916 STEENVOORDE BILLETS, BELGIUM
Fine.
During this period reinforcements have been arriving daily for the various Units which are
now practically all up to strength again. Arrangements were made with the Guards Division
(Imperials) for two instructors per Battalion in order that new drafts may be thoroughly
trained, and the Brigade kept at its present high standard of efficiency. The mornings were
taken up with instruction for the rank and file and the afternoons are taken up with instruction,
from the Guards Instructors, of the N.C.O's.

In the spare time sports are engaged in, and in this manner the troops are kept in good
physical fitness. Special classes of instruction are given by the Brigade Bombing officer to the
Bombing Platoons of the Battalions and the Brigade Machine Gun Company and Trench
Mortar Battery are also undergoing training.

Fri, Jun 16 to Tue, Jun 20, 1916 , BELGIUM
Fine.
Training was continued between these dates when particular attention was paid to the quick
handling of the Rifle and Bayonet in attack and defensive operations.

On the 17th. and 18th. the Transport and Battalions were inspected by General Lipsett, who
was accompanied by Brig-Genl. A.C. Macdonell. Satisfaction was expressed on the condition
of the Transport, and also on the appearance in general of the Battalions.

On the 19th. the 49th. Battalion was inspected by General Sir H. C. O. Plummer along with
Brig-Genl. A. C. Macdonell. The General, in a short speech to the troops, complimented them
on their gallant conduct and courageous manner in the recent fighting, which took place in the
Ypres Salient (HOOGE SECTOR).

Wed, Jun 21 & Thu, Jun 22, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES YPRES
SALIENT, BELGIUM
Fine.
See O.O. No.28 Appendix C.
The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade relieved that of the 2nd. Guards Brigade in the Left Sector
(HOOGE) of the Ypres Salient. The R.C.R's taking over from the 2nd. Irish Guards (Left
Sector) and the 42nd. Battalion relieved the 3rd. Grenadier Guards in the Right Sector. The
49th. Battalion moved into Brigade Support in Zillebeke Bund relieving the 1st. Scots Guards.
The P.P.C.L.I. moved into Ypres in Brigade Reserve relieving the 1st. Coldstream Guards.
The Brigade moved up to the Asylum at Ypres by Lorry and Bus and from there took
marched to their respective positions.

The Machine Gun Company and Trench Mortar Battery also relieved the respective units of
the Guards Brigade. All reliefs were successfully carried out. and completed before midnight.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R.1 OR. wdd.

Thu, Jun 22, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES YPRES SALIENT, BELGIUM
Fine.
The artillery fire during the day was intermittent and was chiefly shrapnel and light field guns,
the damage being very slight. 5.30.p.m. to 6.30.p.m. enemy enfiladed our trenches 69 R and
70 R. with shrapnel from the direction of the BIRDCAGE, YPRES SALIENT, s direct hits
were obtained and resulted in the wounding of 3 OR. WARRINGTON AVENUE was shelled
at 10.a.m. and 8.p.m. but little damage resulted. Machine gun and rifle fire was very quiet
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throughout the day and night both sides being busily engaged in repairing the trenches and
constructing new trenches, wiring etc., Occasional bursts of M.G. fire however were noticed
along the MENIN ROAD. Our patrols were active during the night and some day
reconnaissance were carried out. They report That original trench held by us is now occupied
and has a number of dead bodies of both German and Canadians. No Germans have been seen
this side of the RIDGE but a bombing post is established at J.13.c.2.6. They also report that
enemy seen wiring front of his original trenches opposite WARRINGTON AVE.. Lewis gun
was turned on them and work ceased. Our front from VIGO STREET to WARRINGTON
AVE and then along this Ave were patrolled. The Patrol leaving GOUROCK RD after
midnight was not able to proceed far on account of encountering enemy advance covering
party for large working party working on trench which cuts GOUROCK RD about 15 yds east
of xxxxxxx CHARING CROSS. Enemy is working hard consolidating his new and also old
trenches. At 4.p.m. 4 men were seen looking over parapet at I.18.b.2.2½ 10 minutes later
earth was seen being thrown over the parapet at this point. At 8.p.m. a party was seen coming
down Com. trench at I.18.b.5.4. with picks and shovels. at 5.a.m. a party was reported
working on our old trenches 72 and 73 and another party opposite 69 R. at I.18.b.2.1. Work is
also being done to right of NEW BOND STREET and at J.13.c.2.6. a party of Germans were
seen carrying green sandbags. Aircraft on both sides were very active all day and one of our
machines was seen to fall out of control near the ASYLUM YPRES being shot down.
CASUALTIES :- 7 O.R. of the 42nd Battalion wounded (shrapnel.)

Fri, Jun 23, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Fine.
Artillery Fire slight during the day. About 40 shells 7.7 cm. fell in the vicinity of MENIN
ROAD R. Line and CULVERT, also trenches 72.R. to 74.R. Little material damage resulted.
At 1.30 a.m. 4 Trench Mortar shells fell near the CULVERT, but no damage sustained.
9.45 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. about 50 shells, 5.9, fell in the vicinity of the RAMPARTS (7th.
Brigade Headquarters).
MACHINE GUN AND RIFLE FIRE Normal. Occasional bursts of Machine Gun Fire
during the night. BOMBING. At 4 a.m. about 20 Rifle Grenades fired into the CULVERT
and REGENT STREET from our old Front Line about I.18.a.7.9 ½.
PATROLS. Patrols on either side very active endeavouring to get information regarding the
new positions that are being consolidated. One of our patrols, consisting of a sergeant and
five men, left our bombing post at VIGO STREET, I.24.d.8.9. about 11.15 p.m., proceeded
along old Front Line Trench to BYDAND AVENUE, report trench badly broken by shell fire
and practically filled with debris. This trench is apparently unoccupied now, and could, in
parts, be reclaimed to advantage.
A patrol under Sergt. Mathewson patrolled up GOUROCK RD at 12.30 a.m. up to within 75
yds of CHARING CROSS where [inserted: was] a hostile covering party of an enemy
working party. We left the bulk of our party behind (11 O.R) and three of the patrol proceeded
to advance and got to within 50 yards of new GERMAN ADVANCED TRENCH crossing
GOUROCK RD 10 yds east of CHARING CROSS. In this vicinity there was an enemy patrol
of about 7 men and some 7 more men scouting in front of them. The scouts were about 25
yards in front of us and we were able to make out a working party of some 50 men in the
trench north of GOUROCK RD. On moving south it was noticed that the Germans were also
at work on their trenches south of GOUROCK RD. Work was also in progress on the crest of
the Hill. It would appear as though trench was unoccupied by day but work was strenously
carried on at nights. A daylight reconnaissance [inserted: was made] on enemy's advance line
through SANCTUARY WOOD. The German trench was entered near CHARING CROSS
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and proceeded south to CHARING CROSS and proceeded south to WARRINGTON AVE.
Trench is in very bad condition, parapet and para dos fallen in and considerable mud and
water in places and it is not thought that enemy intend to make this a permanent trench. The
drainage from the hill slope goes into this trench and the stores of ammunition, grenades,
equipment, rifles etc have been abandoned. German dead are still in the dugouts and no signs
of reclamation are to be found. It is now thought that the party reported working on this trench
yesterday was wiring in the wood at this point and not reclaiming the trench. Some sandbags
have been placed at points approx. 30 and 60 yards from the point where the enemy's line
crosses WARRINGTON AVE. It is thought that these two posts are manned by a few men
when an enemy working party is out. It would be however of use to hold up any attempt by us
to surprise the enemy and enable him to withdraw his working party safely. They are isolated
and only poor communication is obtained through the a advanced trench. It is not thought
worthy of artillery fire being directed against them but if necessity arose they could be entered
from WARRINGTON AVE. A Number of grenades and ammunition is left there. Although
enemy has made attempts to wire wood at this point it is not sufficiently far advanced to hold
up an attack. A new trench is being dug by the Germans at I.18.b.3.6. to I.18.b.3.1. It is wired
very strongly from I.18.b.2.6. to I.18.b.2.5. Works proceeds day and night. There is a com.
trench running to it at I.18.b.2.3 ½ It may be the intention of the Germans to connect up this
trench with our old 65 S. which is also being worked upon. Flares appear to being fired from
our old sap in GRAFTON STREET. It was impossible to estimate the garrison of these
trenches owing to the large number of working parties who were both digging in trench and
wiring in front.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 9 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 6 K'ld & 8 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. 1 OR k'ld.

Sat, Jun 24, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Artillery.
Little artillery throughout the day. Few shells were fired at intervals on the Menin Road R
Line to Culvert. About 40 shells in all were fired. 9.45 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. in the vicinity of
our Headquarters shelled with 5.9.
Patrols.
During the night 21/22 a patrol of seven men approached out front line from the right. They
came within 15 yards of the 7th. Battalion at I.24.a.8.9. bombing post before we fired. Five
of the Patrol were seen to fall under this fire. A patrol under Sgt. Rouledge left 7th. Bn.
I.24.d.8.9. bombing post at Vigo Street at 11.15 p.m., proceeded along old front line trench to
Bydand Avenue. The trench is badly broken and filled with debris, and filled with water in
many places. It could, however, be reclaimed from Vigo Street to Warrington Avenue. The
Germans, when holding this line, built some small dug-outs, sufficient to hold two, of
galvanized iron. While working along this trench, German working parties were heard in
front of their old front line, and they could see no sign that advanced position was occupied
along this front. The Patrol also covered trenches from Bydand Avenue to Warrington
Avenue from old front line. These trenches are badly knocked about, and there is
considerable amount of water in them. Another Patrol under Sgt. Mathewson patrolling
Gourock Road to within 75 yards of Charing Cross encountered a hostile covering party in
front of German trench. As this covering party ceased talking it was assumed that they had
spotted us, and so it was decided that the majority of our patrol be left behind, and Sgt.
Mathewson and two others made an advance party. They got within 50 yards of German
advance trench crossing Gourock Road ten yards east of Charing Cross. In this vicinity there
was a patrol of about seven men, with a further scouting party of seven in front of this moving
patrol. These latter were about 25 yards to our front, and we could easily distinguish about 50
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of enemy working in the trench north of Gourock Road. The trenches in this vicinity are
unoccupied by day but are worked on vigorously at nights. A daylight reconnaissance was
carried out by Sgt Jones and Cpl. Thompson on enemy's advance trench through Sanctuary
Wood. They traversed Gourock Road, and reached Charing Cross, at which point they
entered trench and moved south to Warrington Avenue. The trench is in such bad condition
that it is not thought the enemy intend to make a permanent trench of it. Considerable
amount of stores, equipment, rifles etc., were laying abandoned, and German dead still lay in
dug-outs. The report that enemy was working on this trench yesterday was a mistake, but
instead he was busily engaged wiring the wood at this point. [Crossed out: There are] Some
sand-bags, however, [inserted: have] been placed in position at point [inserted: s] about 30
and 60 yards from the point where the enemy's line crosses Warrington Avenue. It is thought
these are used for a covering party when enemy working parties are on, as it would be
possible for a few men to hold us up sufficiently long to allow their working party to regain
their trenches. It is isolated, and communication is very bad, only being reached by the
advanced trench. These positions, however, could be entered from Warrington Avenue in
daytime, and destroyed. A considerable number of stick grenades and ammunition was left
there. This patrol then traversed Warrington Avenue along the part occupied by the enemy
during the bombardments of the 2nd. and 3rd. of June. It was found to be in fair shape.
Although enemy has made attempts to wire the wood in front of his advanced trench, it is not
sufficiently thick to hold up an attack.
The Germans are working on a new trench I.18.b.3.6. to I.18.b.3.1. It is wired very strongly
from I.18.b.2.6. to I.18.b.2.5. Work is in progress day and night, and it was noticed that a
communication trench joined this trench at I.18.b.2.3½. It may be the intention of the
Germans to connect this trench with our old 65.S. where large working parties have been
seen. The garrison of these trenches could not be ascertained, as the working parties were
numerous.
(Attached and marked Appendix D find detailed report of patrol in Gourock Road and
vicinity.)
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. k'ld. 4 OR. wdd.
See Appendix D.

Sun, Jun 25, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Artillery.
The following areas were shelled intermittently throughout the day with 5.9 and 77 cm.
between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Our front line trench 59, area in rear of CHALMERS STREET &
HILL STREET. LOVERS WALK, MAPLE COPSE & New Trench from N.E. corner of
MAPLE COPSE to YEOMANRY POST and also trench in front of MAPLE LODGE. Little
damage and very few casualties resulted.
Machine Gun and rifle fire quiet during the day with occasional bursts of M.G. fire during the
night. The Left Battalion (Royal Canadian Regiment) report Machine Gun fire more active
than on previous nights, and at frequent intervals Trench 74.R. was enfiladed from the North.
Rifle fire also increased on this Sector.
Patrols.
Patrol under lieut. S.J. Mathewson patrolled Gourock Road to the left, and report working
party of enemy well protected by patrols, and were unable to approach near enough to observe
their work. A patrol on the right (42nd. Battalion) reports a German Post in GOUROCK
ROAD, about 30 yards east of CHARING CROSS. A German party was wiring this post,
and the party was covered by a strong patrol lying behind trees and debris. All our Patrols
seem to have agreed that this post is to protect them while they consolidate our old Trenches
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62 and 63. No improvements appear to have been done on GOUROCK ROAD by the
Germans, or on the trench leading from there to WARRINGTON AVENUE. They are in an
advanced state of disrepair, and considerable water lies in several portions of the trenches,
Another Patrol worked down the continuation of BYDAND AVENUE to No Man's Land.
BYDAND AVENUE was found to have fallen in, and a strong wire block placed a short
distance from our old front line. A German post was reported about 60 yards North of
junction of WARRINGTON AVENUE and our old front line. The present German position is
thought to be as follows:- 1 post in GORDON ROAD close to our old trench 65, and 2 in
GOUROCK ROAD, 1 close to CHARING CROSS, and another in our front trench 62, or
THE LOOP. The Germans are also thought to be working on our old trenches 62 and 63, but
only hold them by small posts during the day. Considerable work is being done on his old
front trenches in this vicinity, which appear in poor shape. To sum up, the Germans appear
to be holding our front line trenches 61, 62 and 63 by bombing posts in the day, and working
on them by night with the intention of occupying them permanently. In front of this he has
one or two posts or patrols to, prevent being surprised while out working. No-Man's-Land on
the Right Sub-sector is strewn with fallen trees and numerous [inserted: obstacles] making
advance difficult. Our line runs at present along WARRINGTON AVENUE to junction
with CHALMERS STREET, along CHALMERS STREET to BYDAND AVENUE to our old
front trench 59. The Right Sub-sector of these trenches is held by a series of bombing and
listening posts.
Aircraft.
Aircraft on both sides were very active throughout the day.
On the night 25/26 it was the intention to carry out an inter-brigade relief, but on orders
received from the Divisional Commander that certain enemy advance positions were to be
taken, this relief was postponed.
A consultation was held at the 7th. Brigade Headquarters between the G.O.C. (Brigadier-
General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G. D.S.O.) and Major McLennan, and the operations planned
out for that evening. The objectives were to take possession of post n ear junction of new
German sap and trench 60, J.19.a.0.1½. This post on occupation was to be made strong and
command sap, and be manned by a party of twelve men, bombers and rifles. Two other posts
of four men each to be extended North, the furthest one to be near junction of trench 60 and
61. If a German post was located near J.19.a.0.1½. it must be got possession of.
Another party was to push forward and establish a block at ARTILLERY PLACE and
GOUROCK ROAD, with a good field of fire from North to South-East. The other bombing
party, under Sgt. Jones was to work down trench 59, drive enemy as far up trench 60 as
possible, and establish block.
Detailed report on these operations are attached, and marked Appendix F.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 OR. k'ld. 3 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. k'ld. 8 Wdd.
See Appendix F.

Mon, Jun 26, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
In accordance with the above arrangements the above attacks were carried out and all
objectives successfully carried. The bombing party under Lieut. Mathewson, 42nd. Battalion
left junction of GOUROCK ROAD and WARRINGTON AVENUE at 1.15 a.m. Lieut.
Mathewson returned at 3. a.m. stating enemy trench crossing GOUROCK ROAD just east of
CHARING CROSS was empty and abandoned. Proceeding south in this trench about 70
yards from GOUROCK ROAD signs of enemy working party were noticed. Dead had been
buried and some equipment salvaged. Enemy had attempted to wire this locally and this had
been cut in four or five places, No communication trench into this trench was seen, and it was



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 71

thought enemy enter this trench overland. A block was established in ARTILLERY PLACE,
GOUROCK ROAD, in position which gave good field of fire to North and South-East. This
block is held by a section of bombers, and a Lewis Gun Section. Rations, water and
ammunition and bombs as well as a small amount of wire have been supplied to them. The
other attack which was to push the Germans back beyond the sap at J.19.a.1.1. where sap was
reported to enter the trench (2) To blow up sap and establish block at junction of trenches 60
and 61. Preparations for the attack by artillery commenced at 1.15 a.m., also Stokes Gun
supported attack from CHALMERS AVENUE and WARRINGTON AVENUE. At 1.10
a.m. bombing parties, ammunition, sand-bags, ration and demolition parties assembled in
trench 59 at bombing post near BYDAND AVENUE. Previous to artillery opening fire
bombing party under Lieut. Routledge moved off into No-Man's-Land with object to getting
into to sap supposed to run into trench 60 at J.19.a.1.1. The other bombing party, under Sgt.
Jones moved down trench 59 to drive enemy up trench 60 and establish block. Word was
received at 1.25 a.m. from Sgt. Jones that appointed in trench 60 had been reached, and were
up to our artillery fire range. He asked for grenades and sand-bags, and these were sent at
2.05 a.m. Party of 10 to cover demolition party moved off and two parties of seven men x
under Capt. Hardstone and Sgt. Caine moved off carrying ex¾plosives. Some of our shells
were falling short and Capt. Hardstone's party returned on account of this, and also because
there would not be enough time before daylight to carry out the work. In the meantime
supplies of bombs, ammunition etc., were delivered to Sgt. Jones. Sgt. Shunn brought back
word from Sgt. Jones that his party had advanced 30 yards beyond German block in trench 60
or approximately 70 yards beyond WARRINGTON AVENUE. Further advance was
impossible on account of our shell fire and we made block. Sap at J.19.a.1.1. was not
located, Capt. Norsworthy, officer in charge of attack, when placing covering party in No-
Man's-Land, entered German sap about J.19.c.1.8. Deep water was in the sap, and he was
challenged by a German sentry, and having no one with him, came back. Party of 30 men
under Lieut. Routledge were left to hold trench and block. Reserves of bombs, ammunition,
etc., were left at bombing post near junction of BYDAND AVENUE and front line. Other
parties withdrew at 3. a.m.
The only casualties sustained during these operations were three suffering from wounds
caused by our own artillery.
Trenches and works.
Enemy continues to work on new communication trench at I.18.b.4.5. This trench is out old
FRENCH STREET, and is connected to enemy's new advance trench½ Considerable wire
has been placed in front of advanced trench and several loop-holes placed. This trench
location is as follows:- I.18.b.4.6. through I.18.b.1.5. to I.18.b.4.0. Enemy have been seen in
this trench during the day, some with head and shoulders above parapet pointing to various
parts of our own line. They wore a grey uniform with black peaked cap. The officers seen
here wore grey uniforms with gold trimmings on shoulders, black peaked caps with red bands.
These operations were carried out with absolutely no resistance from the enemy, and our
bombing parties were not called upon to use their bombs and the posts gained were found to
be unoccupied at the time. The enemy has made no attempts so far to contest possession of
these posts, and by evening the reliefs intended to take place the previous evening were
carried out this night (26/27). The P.P.C.L.I. relieving the R.C.R. in the Left Sub-sector,
(HOOGE) and the 49th. Battalion relieved the 42nd. Battalion in the Right Sub-sector. The
42nd. Battalion taking up support positions at ZILLEBEKE BUND and the R.C.R's moving
into the Infantry Barracks YPRES.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 3 O.R. wdd. 42nd. 8 O.R. wdd.
See Appendix G for offensive patrol report.
See O.O. No.29. Appendix E.
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Tue, Jun 27, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Artillery.
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. enemy shelled trenches R 69 to R 74 with 30 5.9's and 110 77 cm. These
shells came from the direction of the BIRDCAGE. 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. enemy again shelled
these trenches, but from direct front. 5.30 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. enemy further shelled 69 R and
74 R with 5.9 and 10.5, some 70 shells in all being fired, but no damage resulted, from this
bombardment. 4 a.m. enemy heavily bombarded our front trenches IN SANCTUARY and
ZOUAVE WOODS. Our heavy divisional artillery retaliated and by 5 a.m. enemy shell fire
slackened and by 5.15 a.m. had practically ceased, our own artillery stopping at 5.55 a.m.
There was little machine gun and rifle fire during the night.
Patrols.
L/Cpl Rawlinson and four men left the junction of GOUROCK ROAD and WARRINGTON
AVENUE. at 1.45 a.m. and proceeded down GOUROCK ROAD to CHARING CROSS.
Report this part of trench unoccupied by enemy, and badly broken in and wet in places. No
working parties were seen or heard, and no flares were fired in this vicinity. A patrol under
L/Cpl Haffe left junction of BYDAND AVENUE and old front line at 1.20 a.m. proceeded up
enemy their communication trench towards their front line, found sap full of water and in bad
condition from our lines to within 30 yards of enemy's front line wire. Patrol reached point
where sap entered enemy's line and could see sentry at this point. Wire in front of enemy's
trenches appeared good, consisting of metal stakes with barbed wire strung irregularly from
them. Patrol returned to trenches at 2.15 a.m. Patrol under Sgt. Caine left junction of out
old front line and WARRINGTON AVENUE at 1 a.m. and proceeded north along our own
front line to a point 60 yards beyond bombing post in trench 60. At junction of trenches 60
and 61 an enemy sentry was seen to fire flares out of our old front line. Patrol remained here
for some 30 minutes, and could hear talking at point from which flare was sent up. This is
apparently enemy's advance post. The enemy was quiet, there being no rifle fire and few
flares were sent up. They reported the trench to be in bad condition, being broken and very
wet, making any movement on the part of a patrol difficult. The patrol returned to our lines
at 3 a.m.
At 10.15 p.m. a Patrol from the P.P.C.L.I. consisting of an officer and 1 sergeant went out via
GOUROCK ROAD to CHARING CROSS, thence along DUCKBOARD WALK to 64 S,
along to right of 64 R, but encountered none of enemy. 15 dead, apparently British were
seen at the junction of CHARING CROSS and GOUROCK ROAD. At junction of
DUCKBOARD ROAD and 64 S unoccupied enemy advance post was located. This post
showed signs of recent occupation, and contains 6 bombs and some 500 rounds of
ammunition. The patrol remained in this vicinity for 1 hour, but the post still remained
unoccupied. Flares from enemy trenches fell in this neighbourhood. Enemy apparently
occupying old front line 65 and 66. No noise or sign of work being done in this locality.
Trenches and Works.
Enemy were heard working on new trench I.18.b.4.1. all night, and even during the
bombardment enemy continued to work on his trench.
Aircraft.
At 4 a.m. two enemy machine reconnoitred our R line, and at 8.15 p.m. two more machines
circled over front line, one dropping green and white flares over R 68. At 8.45 p.m. one of
our own machines attacked an enemy observation balloon at P.B.137° from L.18.c.2½.7½.
The balloon was seen to fall in flames. At 8.30 p.m. enemy plane flying in South East
direction dropped a succession of chain lights, but no results observed from this signal.
Captive balloons were seen at 5.30 a.m. at T.B. from I.18.c.2½.7½. 83° and 100°.
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In last night's bombardment on our left enemy used red flares at the commencement,
apparently his S.O.S. Fountains of all coloured lights were used, but no result was observed.
During the bombardment this morning two green flares were sent up from the German trench
when artillery fire appeared to change from Shrapnel to H.E.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 2 O.R. wdd. 42nd. 1 O.R. wdd.

Wed, Jun 28, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Artillery.
Heavy artillery shelling in the immediate vicinity of the CULVERT, also North of the
MENIN ROAD to left of trench 74. Enemy used 5.9 and 7.7 cm. shells, which came over in
salvoes of four, At 4.30 p.m. trenches 72 and 73 were shelled with 7.7 cm. shrapnel, about
30 in all being fired throughout the day. Trenches 68 R, 69 R, 70 R and 71R were
moderately shelled between 4 a.m. and 5 a.m. 27th with 7.7 cm. shrapnel. Considerable
damage done to parapets 68 R and 69 R, parts of 71 R also being damaged. Rear of trenches
63 R and 64 R shelled between 4 a.m. and 5 a.m. with shrapnel and gas shells of various
calibre. No damage and only one casualty.
Machine gun and rifle fire quiet. MENIN ROAD was traversed by machine gun fire at
intervals during the night.
Bombing.
A few bombs were thrown from our old front 75.
Patrols.
A patrol consisting of Lieut. Morris and Sgt. Christie went out a t 10.30 p.m., and returned
1.30 a.m. They patrolled trenches 65 S and 64 S to within 10 yards of junction of GORDON
AVENUE, these trenches not being occupied by enemy. No signs of a trench seen in the
vicinity of SANDBAG WALK, and no working parties heard. A patrol of 1 N.C.O. and
three mens went out from the junction of 68 R and reached a point approximately I.18.b.4.1.
but could see nothing of supposed German trench. Work, however, was heard going on
about 150 yards North-east by North. A patrol of 1 Sgt. and six men reconnoitred our old
front line trenches 74 and 75. Starting at midnight they reached a point between old posts 7
and 8 where they were challenged by an enemy sentry. Enemy party consisted of four to
seven. Bombs were thrown and rifle fire opened upon our patrol, and we retaliated with
bombs. Numerous flares were sent up at a point about 50 yards in rear of posts 7 and 8,
approximately I.18.a.7.8. Our patrol then withdrew and reported to the Shropshires at post
I.12.c.2½.1½. Enemy appears to hold our old line of posts 1 to 8 in much the same way as
we did. The N.C.O. in charge of patrol believes our old trench 74 and part of 75 to be very
lightly held. Patrol in charge of L/Cpl. Rawlinson of four men left advanced bombing post in
GOUROCK ROAD at 12 midnight. They advanced up GOUROCK ROAD to p point where
enemy trench leads off to right towards WARRINGTON AVENUE. Part of patrol went up
this new trench about 25 yards and found many German grenades lying around. Party then
returned to main body and proceeded up GOUROCK RD towards the LOOP and reached a
point close to rear trench of loop. when they encountered a barrier in trench behind which
enemy could be plainly heard talking, and moving. No flares, rifle fire or enemy working
parties in this locality.
Sergt Caine and 3 men reached our advanced bombing post in trench 60 with intention of
proceeding down our old front line towards the LOOP. The N.C.O. in charge of bombing post
reported a party of about 30 of enemy having walked in extended order from his old front line
to a point about 30 yards from his bombing post. at 10.45 p.m. Several bombs were thrown by
our bombers and enemy retaliated with rifle fire, wounding one of our bombers. The enemy
then went into our old front trench where they were heard at 1 a.m. by our scout patrol. This
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point is held by enemy at night and is located about J.19.a.i½.3. There are no com. trenches
from our old line and enemy's old front line in front of the left part of trench 60.
A Patrol under L/Cpl Hasse left right of Trench 60 and proceeded into No-Man's-Land in an
endeavour to locate bodies of dead Germans reported killed by our men this morning. This
patrol went out at 2 a.m. but had not returned on report being sent in at 3.a.m.
Trenches and Works.
Activity is reported in vicinity of Trench 60, where enemy has dug himself in, our advanced
bombing post in this vicinity withdrawing to form a position near junction of
WARRINGTON AVENUE. On relief the R.C.R's reported to the P.P.C.L.I. that there was a
suspected serial torpedo emplacement at point approximately 116° T.B. from Bay 1, Trench
74, and from junction of R line and REGENT STREET 89° T.B.
General.
The 49th. Battalion report enemy made an attack on our old fron[inserted:t] line trench
between WARRINGTON AVENUE and VIGO STREET about 5 a.m. 27th. inst., but were
easily driven off with rifle and machine gun fire. They, however, inflicted casualties to the
extent of 12 killed and 25 wounded.
The P.P.C.L.I. left a sniper in O.P. behind LEINSTER STREET during the day. He used a
telescope and reports enemy appear to occupy their original line as far left as the APPENDIX,
and from that point is of the opinion that enemy are digging trench to connect with our old
front line at HOOGE.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. killed, 2O.R. wdd. 42nd 1 killed O.R.
4 O.R. wdd 49th. 3 O.R. killed, 21 O.R. wdd. 7th. C.M.G. 3 O.R. wdd.

Thu, Jun 29, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, BELGIUM
Artillery. Enemy shelled the rear trenches of our right Battalion at 1.45 a.m. on the 28th This
shelling was made up of a variety of shells, 5.9., shrapnel, rifle grenades and trench mortar
shells. Some damage was caused and one or two casualties. S.P.17 was also shelled with
shrapnel and small H.E. MENIN ROAD in the vicinity of the CULVERT was heavily
shelled with trench mortar bombs. No casualties but considerable damage CORK STREET.
The enemy trench mortar is reported to be N. of MENIN ROAD in GRAFTON ST. about 300
yards east of CULVERT. Some 20 bombs were thrown at our sappers in neighbourhood of
I.12.c.5.½ about midnight.
Sergt. Caine and 2 men in O.P. fixed up in old front line a few bays to left of VIGO ST. They
report enemy lines very badly shattered by our artillery fire, timber, corrugated iron, and iron
girders being strewn about. Consider[inserted: able] was seen lying around at J.19.a.4.2. At
J.19.c.2½.7. a new parapet had been constructed of sandbags header fashion" At 4.15 a.m.
men were seen to be working there, one on parapet and one carrying timber. Men were also
seen working at points J.19.a.4½.1., J.19.c.2½.8. and 7. around 7.a.m. At this last location a
periscope was noticed fitted in sandbags and remained there all day. At J.19.a.5.3. an ordinary
box periscope was visible and immediately to right 8 sheets of corrugated iron laid over
trench and lightly covered with earth and possibly used as a shelter. Several loopholes have
been let into the parapet, they are close to the bottom and are let very deeply in.
About J.19.b.1.5. in enemy second lines a number of planks have been laid. A sap well
protected by wire just to right of WOOD J.19.c.2.8. and what looks like an old sap is visible at
J.19.a.1.3.
A patrol of 1 N.C.O. and 3 men left out front line at I.18.c.4.7. and reached I.18. c.8½.9½
(road junction)This point was undoubtedly reach[inserted: ed] and identified. The patrol
advanced along N. side of road running N.E. about 175 yards, turned north and reached
I.18.b.2.3. A ruined house was seen to N.E. and appeared to be the houses shown on map 70
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yards S. of E. of HOOGE. Just before leaving road a party of 30 of enemy were seen
advancing from direction of GAP. They had no tools and disappeared at a point about
I.18.b.3.4. to I.18.c.5.9. They were strung out at 3 paces interval. Ground very badly cut up
around here and patrol reports that a ditch runs at point where enemy trench supposed to esist
( i.e. I.18.b.2.5. to I.18.b.2.1. to I.18.b.5.½.) Strong wire reported east of ZOUAVE WOOD
and beyond.
Another patrol of 1 officer and 1 other rank traversed NEW BOND ST. in from junction of
trench 68 in N.E. direction for some 75 yards when trench disappeared. In front of this
ground very wet and marshy, has good view to front and right front for advanced post.
A patrol of 1 officer and a sergeant left No.3. post of SHROPSHIRES on our left and
advanced to our old No.9. post. at I.12.c.2½.2½. They found same unoccupied and in same
condition as when we had it. It is also thought that enemy leaves our old post No.8. at I.12.c.5.
½. There is no wire in front of this post and trench to right is in good condition. This is
believed to be the place where he encountered enemy previous evening. Our bombing post in
GOUROCK RD has been advanced 25 yards and supports in rear increased. This post is now
50 yards west of CHARING CROSS. The bombing post that withdrew previous evening has
been re-established in old front line and hand mine planted 30 yards in advance of post
towards the LOOP. A bombing post was also established in SALVAGE trench 30 yards N.E.
of WARRINGTON AVE and intend pressing this post further forward tonight (29th/30th. A
bombing post has also been placed some 35 yards out fronm BYDAND AVE. This last post is
occupied by night only as ground here is low, west and exposed. A patrol out from the
CULVERT bombing post reached our old No.5. post and it is established that enemy not
occupying our old posts 3,4,5,6 and 7. Two enemy patrols passed near No.3. post and went in
direction of MENIN ROAD. Another patrol advancing from WARRINGTON AVE and
GOUROCK junction to new enemy trench running into GOUROCK proceeded up this new
trench and reported to Bombing officer that [inserted: there were] no signs of enemy and that
he could advance with his bombers. This new trench is some 4 feet deep, unrevetted, and
only trench matted in places.
The sandabgs on parapet have been irregularly placed and no doubt done in haste. Some
wire in front of trench and is heavy towards GOUROCK END. A large number of cylindrical
bombs and several cases of rifle ammunition was found near GOUROCK END. At
WARRINGTON end trench is badly shell battered. Our post was established up this trench.
A patrol under Lieut. Caine then advanced up trench 60 acting as a covering party for Capt.
Hardstone's mine laying party. They moved about 50 yards along trench 60 to left of our
advanced bombing post. About 30 yards further down trench two of enemy were seen on a
flare being sent up. This post point is evidently held by enemy as a bombing post and is about
75 yards from our post. A mine was laid some 35 yards in front of post.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wounded. 42nd. Battalion 1 O.R. wounded, 49th.
Battalion 16 O.R. wounded, 7th. B.M.G. Coy. 1 O.R. wounded, 7th. Bde. H.Q. 3 O.R.
wounded.

Fri, Jun 30, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES YPRES SALIENT
Artillery.
Front and Support Lines of our Right Battalion were shelled with 5.9 and 7.7 cm at 7 p.m. At
9.45 p.m. HALFWAY HOUSE was shelled with 25 H.E. and shrapnel. 1 dug-out was
demolished, and three casualties were sustained. Trenches 72., 73 and 74 R were shelled
with 7.7 cm H.E. during the day causing damage to parados at the junction of 73 and 74 R.
THE CULVERT was also shelled with 5.9 and 7.7 cm, but no damage resulted. Our O.P in
LEINSTER TRENCH was shelled with 7.7 shrapnel but no damage was sustained.
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Machine Gun and Rifle fire was active at intervals on Right Battalion frontage during the
night. The Left Battalion, however, little activity in this respect.
Patrols.
Patrol under Lieut. Caine of four men went out at 11 p.m. patrolling GOUROCK ROAD to
within 50 yards of the LOOP. They found both GOUROCK ROAD and the new trench
leading from there to WARRINGTON AVENUE clear of the enemy, While this vicinity a
bombardment was opened up on our left which seemed to cause considerable excitement
amongst the Germans garrison of Trench 61 and the LOOP. Innumerable flares were sent up
during our bombardment, and judging from the number the garrison of these trenches would
appear to be large during the night. Our advanced bombing posts on GOUROCK ROAD
was advanced some 40 yards nearer the LOOP while this Patrol was out. The Patrol
reported in at 1.30 a.m.
A Patrol of 1 Officer, 3 Sergeants and 2 men from the P.P.C.L.I. left trench 69 at 10.30 p.m.
with the intention of surprising enemy patrol seen in this vicinity the previous evening.
On the night of June 30th/1st. July the 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade were was relieved by
the 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade. The R.C.R. in Brigade Reserve were relieved by the
52nd. Battalion, the R.C.R. then moving back into Camp B. The P.P.C.L.I. were releived in
the Left Sub-sector of the trenches by the 60th. Battalion, and moved back into Camp A.
The 42nd. Battalion, in Brigade Support at ZILLEBEKE BUND were relieved by the 58th.
Battalion, and moved into Camp D. The 49th. Battalion in the Right-Sub-sector trenches
were relieved by the 43rd. Battalion, and moved into rest billets at Camp C.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 3 O.R. killed and 7 O.R. wounded. 49th. Battalion 1 O.R.
wounded. See Appendix H.

[Signed] A.C. Macdonell Brig. General
Commanding 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade,

Appendix A

SUMMARY OF CONTENTS.

1. Distribution previous to the attack.

2. Summary of operations.

APPENDIX

1. Officers brought to notice.

2. Casualties.
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3. Co-operation of other arms.

4. Signal Service.

5. Supplies.

6. Medical arrangements.

7. Special points noticed.

8. Map of buries cable.

9. Map of trenches.

- - - - - - - - - - -

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

DISPOSITION 7 .a.m. 2nd June 1916.

LEFT SUB-SECTOR. R.C.R.

Col. Hill in command at HALFWAY HOUSE.

2 Companies in trenches 70-74.
1 Company in R. line and HALFWAY HOUSE.
1 Company in ZILLEBEKE BUND.

2 Lewis guns in trench 70-71.
2 Lewis guns in trench 72-74.

RIGHT SUB-SECTOR. P.P.C.L.I.

Col. Buller in command at LOVERS WALK.

2 Companies in trenches 61-66.
2 Companies in DUCK BOARD WALK, R. line and WARRINGTON AVE.

2 Lewis guns in 61-62.
2 Lewis guns in 63-66.

BRIGADE SUPPORT – 42nd Battalion.

Col. Cantlie in command at ZILLEBEKE BUND.

2 Companies in ZILLEBEKE BUND.
1 Company at YPRES RAMPARTS.
1 Company at BELGIAN CHATEAU.



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 78

1 Lewis gun with each Company.

BRIGADE RESERVE. 49th Battalion.

Col. Griesbach in command at F. camp.

1 Company at BELGIAN CHATEAU.
3 Companies at F. Camp.

1 Lewis gun with each Company.

7TH BRIGADE MACHINE GUN COMPANY.

Capt. Cock in command at YPRES RAMPARTS.

RIGHT SUB-SECTOR.

1 gun in each of trenches 61,63,66,and 65 S.

LEFT SUB-SECTOR.

1 gun in each of trenches 70-72 and CULVERT.

R LINE.

1 Gun in each of trenches 69 R. 70 R, 72R, RUINED COTTAGE
and HALFWAY HOUSE.

YEOMANRY POST. 3 guns.

1 Gun in S.P.17.

7TH BRIGADE MACHINE GUN COMPANY

RESERVE LINE.

1 gun in each I.H. I.K. ZILLEBEKE DUGOUTS and
Z.Y. Line.

7TH BRIGADE TRENCH MORTAR BATTERY.

Captain MacDonald in command at YPRES RAMPARTS.

RIGHT SUB-SECTOR.

1 3.7" in trench 63.......................................ammunition 177 rds.

1 STOKES in MAPLE COPSE.................... ,, 88 ,,

LEFT SUB-SECTOR.
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1 3.7" in trench 70.......................................ammunition 67 Rds.

1 STOKES in 71 R........................................ ,, 91 ,,

- - - - - - -

The beginning of the attack June 2nd 1916. Heavy shelling began at 7.45 a.m. Our
front line, GOUROCK ROAD, WARRINGTON AVENUE, LOVERS WALK and the R.
Line.
The Shelling of 61 to 66 gradually increased with Trench Mortars and Minnewerfers added.
At 1.50 p.m. the enemy sent up shells which burst into two white lights. Enemy broke into
trenches 61 into 63 about 1.10 p.m.
Lieut-Col. Buller, P.P.C.L.I. with all available men moved up to WARRINGTON AVENUE,
About 1.30 p.m., and stemmed the German advance. I deeply regret to report that he was
killed whilst encouraging and directing his men about 3 p.m.
He fell, as he, splendid soldier and gallant hearted gentleman, would have wished, in the
forefront of the battle at the head of his regiment, all ranks of which, it is not too much to say,
idolised him. The Empire can ill afford to lose such a man:-
“A chevalier sans peur et sans reproche”.
The P.P.C.L.I. blocked the trenches, WARRINGTON AVENUE, GOUROCK ROAD, and
hung onto them.
Capt. Hugh Niven, Commanding No. 2 Company, held grimly on to the APPENDIX and
HOOGE and the trench to the right held by the Germans. These devoted heroes gallantly
stuck to their posts with ever increasing casualties.
The position on my right sector was extremely serious not to say critical, for, behind the R
Line, there was no support line, unless some old trenches, DORMY HOUSE LANE and
ZILLEBEKE STREET could be counted as such, until you come to ZILLEBEKE SWITCH
running north and south, and the Germans, so to speak, now held the rim of the saucer, our
old front line and actually looked down into our trenches.
It was imperative that we hold on at old all costs to the R Line. This, I had perfect confidence
my Battalions would do.
At 2 p.m. the R.C.R. Company at ZILLEBEKE BUND was ordered to the R Line through
HALFWAY HOUSE. In response to an urgent call from Major Stevens, Brigade Major 8th.
Canadian Infantry Brigade, at 1.40 p.m. I ordered two companies of the 42nd. Highlanders to
move from ZILLEBEKE BUND to ZILLEBEKE SWITCH and MAPLE COPSE to reinforce
the 8th. brigade, which was hard pressed from SANCTUARY WOOD. Coupled with the
gallant defence of the C.M.R's I believe these two companies turned the scale in our favour
there.
A glance at the map indicates how serious a break through there would have been, as it would
have completely turned the R Line, trenches.
One Company 42nd. Highlanders, which was at Belgian Chateau and another which was at
YPRES RAMPARTS were also ordered At 2 p.m. to move via YPRES and HALFWAY
HOUSE to the R Line.
At the same time, the 49th. Battalion Edmonton Regiment was ordered to move to YPRES
RAMPARTS, the last Company arriving about 8.30 p.m.
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At 3.10 p.m. the situation seemed so serious that I decided to ask Brigadier General Butler,
commanding the 60th Light Infantry Brigade, on my left, for the assistance of two companies
that night to hold that portion of the R Line. In addition, General Butler called upon me more
than once to see if he could be of any further assistance, a kindness we fully appreciated.
At 7.05 p.m. our rear lines were further strengthened by two battalions of the 9th. Brigade
being ordered to occupy the G.H.Q. Line from the Ypres Ramparts to the Canal, and to report
to the 7th. Brigade Headquarters.
At this time Lieut. Vandenberg reported that at 2.30 p.m. 2nd June some 40 Germans got into
BORDER LANE but were instantly bayoneted out by the P.P.C.L.I.
I mention this incident to show that the famous regiment, in spite of losses was fighting with
all its old time dash and vigour,
At 6 p.m. Lieut Scott, P.P.C.L.I. reported at my Headquarters with the standard of the
P.P.C.L.I. which Major Gray deemed wise to send back to safe keeping. Lieut Scott had a
perilous trip with his precious burden.
He reported as follows:- “Left LOVERS WALK about 5 p.m. We are still holding
APPENDIX , trench 65 and R Line as far as HILL STREET, which was held by the Germans
also MAPLE COPSE, BORDER LANE was manned by one company 42nd Highlanders, 4
companies 8th Brigade are on the way to reinforce.
The Germans came down GOUROCK ROAD with flammenwerfer ahead, two men with it.
One was sniped, and those in support retired. We then blocked GOUROCK ROAD. Many
dead in BORDER LANE”. End of Lieut. Scott’s report.
Lieut. Scott, as soon as he had rested and he had something to eat, insisted on returning to the
fighting line, where he was subsequently wounded and evacuated. We received an order for
counter attack at 5.45 p.m. from 3rd Canadian Division.

I issued my attack orders and went over them carefully with Lieut-Col. Griesbach, D.S.O.,
commanding 49th. Edmonton Regiment, whom I selected to command the counter stroke.
He stated that he thoroughly understood them. These orders called for an attack on our old
front line, by two battalions, - 49th Bn. on the right and the 52nd. Bn. on the left with both
Bns. resting their inner flank on GOUROCK ROAD TRENCH. The 60th Bn. was to act as
support.
The difficulties connected with this counter attack were,- first getting battalions into position,
to assault in time with only two communication trenches. One on the right ZILLEBEKE
STREET continuing on into BORDER LANE, we knew to be crowded with dead, wounded
and defenders.
The same remarks in a lesser degree apply to the routes via CHINA WALL to R Line. There
were no assembly trenches, and the Battalions would have to form up close to the parados and
make that their jumping off place. There was no other alternative if the counter attack was to
be made at all.
ZOUAVE WOOD being too distant and too marshy and really affording little cover.
I therefore decided to send the 52nd. followed by the 60th.Bn. at 10 minutes interval via this
latter route, and gave orders that they were to rest their left flank on CHINA WALL and if
caught in broad daylight they must enter the trench.
The 49th.Bn. to go across the open between the two tramways to S.P. 17 and thence to a point
of assembly, GOUROCK ROAD and LOVERS WALK. My anxiety was lest this Battalion
should become involved in and drawn into the fight in BORDER LANE and MAPLE COPSE
and so miss its objective.
In my presence, Col. Griesbach went over everything very carefully with Col. Hay, who
expressed himself to me as clearly understanding everything. Delay occurred getting hold of
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Lieut-Col. Gascoyne, 60th. Bn. and Col. Griesbach being anxious to start so as not to be
caught en route in daylight if possible.
It was decided to send the 52nd Bns. and 49th Bn and the 60th Bn. to follow as soon as ready.
At 12 midnight both Battalions were ordered to start, Col. Hay leaving at 11.55 p.m. to start
the 52nd. and Lieut-Col. Gascoyne who reported at this time left a few minutes later to start
the 60th Bn.
The 49th. Bn. guided by Capt Cock, O.C. Bde. M.G. Coy., moved steadily forward although
caught in a very heavy artillery barrage, it was not deflected either by it or by heavy rifle fire
by its right, to its point of assembly, though of course it suffered casualties notably Major
Weaver, 2nd. in Command, who in Col. Griesbach's absence, commanded.
Major Hobbins, however, at once took command, and carried on throughout the day. I got in
touch with Col. Griesbach by phone at HALFWAY HOUSE on his way in and informed him
of the arrangements to co-operate with the 1st. Division by means of flares, but that the 3rd.
Division had ordered an attack at 2 a.m. in any event. This was done at my own request as I
feared greatly that both attacking Battalions, being in the open at the jumping off place in
broad daylight. I was sure they would reach there at that hour via the R Line and connect up
with the 49th Bn.
Between 1 and 2 a.m. June 3rd, the remains of A Company P.P.C.L.I. 60 strong under Lieut
Glascow [Glasscow] P.P.C.L.I. , (all other officers had been wounded) withdrew from the
APPENDIX and 65, bringing everything with them, including the machine gun. They had
done all that mortal man can do, and decided to withdraw before being surrounded and
captured.
At least 10 germans were observed to be using flammenwerfers, which they used as they
came on.
At 2.10 a.m. who himself went in via HALFWAY HOUSE, was at the junction of
GOUROCK ROAD and LOVERS WALK with the 49th Bn., ready to attack, but the 52nd.
had not arrived and as he was informed MAPLE COPSE was in possession of the enemy, he
decided it best not to attack with the 49th Bn alone, but sent patrols through MAPLE COPSE
(whose report was that the enemy was not there), another to go through CONCERT
DUGOUTS, and another along HILL STREET, and he also ordered the 49th to establish
bombing contact with the enemy. The 52nd and 60th Bns. took some time to start and on
reaching the CHINA WALL were subjected to severe barrages, near HALFWAY HOUSE.
Col. Hay seems to have halted his Battalion near HALFWAY HOUSE and to have gone on
himself to the R Line were he was shellshocked, wounded and evacuated. His second-in-
command, Major Young, was unfortunately killed, during the delay. The 60th Bn. passed the
52nd; eventually the 60th got into the R Line and one company of the 52nd Bn. The
remainder of the 52nd were either moved to the ZILLEBEKE SWITCH or the trenches near
HALFWAY HOUSE? a company and a half were brought back to ZILLEBEKE BUND.
Lieut-Col. Griesbach, finding things were going wrong, walked across country to HALFWAY
HOUSE and reported by phone. I was impressed by his coolness, clearness and readiness to
execute my orders under trying circumstances.
The 3rd. Division, owing to delays on the right put off the attack until 7 a.m., when there was
to be an intense bombardment, followed by green rockets as the signal for the attack.
At 6 a.m. Col. Griesbach received my order to attack, as ordered by the 3rd. Division, to get
hold of the 52nd. or the 60th. if he could, in any case to co-operate in the attack with the 49th.
Bn.
He was unable to secure either of these Battalions; the 60th, having lost many officers and
N.C.O's were much strung out along the R Line and BOND STREET.
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The 49th Edmonton Battalion therefore attacked alone as previously arranged, left of
GOUROCK ROAD and right of WARRINGTON AVENUE. Officers of the P.P.C.L.I. have
informed me they never saw a more dashing advance.
It was finally held up by M.G. rifle fire and artillery fire.
Capt. P. McNaughton and Lieut. F.M. Scott, pistol in had, fell, leading their men of B Coy., at
hightide of the attack.
This attack gained for us more of GOUROCK ROAD trench, WARRINGTON AVENUE and
BYDAND, and we were able to push further along HILL STREET. The moral effect on the
Germans seems to have held them back from pressing attacks on our Brigade front.
The HOOGE trenches were heavily shelled in the early part of the morning but no attack
launched by the Germans.
At 8.20 a.m. 2nd. Brigade reported they had launched an attack but were held up on the right.
From several sources we had been informed that trenches 55 to 60 had been recaptured, hence
I ordered Col. Griesbach to thrust hard towards regaining our trenches, but the 60th Bn. had
lost a good many officers, N.C.O.'s and men, and felt unable to organise an attack until later
in the evening. In the meantime the news proved to be incorrect.
On the afternoon of the 3rd. Lieut. Wallis was sent to interview Col. Griesbach and give and
receive all possible information.
It was decided to relieve the P.P.C.L.I. and the 49th Battalion by bringing the companies of
the 42nd together from BORDER LANE, LOVERS WALK and the R Line, and as the 9th
Brigade was putting in the 43rd. Bn. at MAPLE COPSE, the Highlanders would be together.
This relief, which would also thin out the R Line, was held up by barrages, and could not be
completed that night only 100 P.P.C.L.I. were relieved.
Lieut. Col. Cantlie, 42nd. Bn. relieved Col. Griesbach in command of the right sub-sector.
A Company, 42nd. Bn. which had been sent to MAPLE COPSE, had done good work by
connection with the P.P.C.L.I. and stopping the gap west of SANCTUARY WOOD. This
company lost heavily and on being relieved in the morning by the C.M.R. reported back in
ZILLEBEKE communication trench with 30 men. Valuable patrols were captured by the
R.C.R's and a much wanted prisoner was captured.
The 42nd. Highlanders also made some daring patrols, Lieut. Mathewson distinguishing
himself and Sgt. O.B. Jones and Cpl. Thompson made an exceptionably daring
reconnaissance from which we obtained valuable information.
Throughout the operations on the left, the R.C.R. performed valuable service in holding the
HOOGE SECTOR unbroken and preventing every attempt of the Germans to penetrate
through the gap between them and the APPENDIX. They were forced to keep on the alert at
all times; they were subjected to a heavy and intense bombardment as their casualty list
proves. In addition to, holding HOOGE SECTOR they assisted very materially in holding
the R Line the burden of transmission of messages, information and guiding fell on them.
Their patrols obtained valuable information and captured a much wanted German prisoner.
They were throughout a power of strength to our defence, and were never relieved. Owing
to the counter stroke not coming off in the way that was originally intended it was inevitable
that the R LIne became overcrowded. At the same time it was imperative to keep it fully
manned against the German advance, because, as before mentioned, it was our only line of
defence without surrendering a tremendous amount of ground and putting the Brigade flanks
on our right and left in the air, nor were there any trenches from which it could be easily
reinforced in daylight, or to which men could be withdrawn.
On the night of the 3rd/4th I thinned the line as much as I dared. The 3rd. Pioneer Battalions
on the night of the 3rd, 4th, 5th and 6th, joined trench R.S.8 to YEOMANRY POST, a d from
thence along the road pst S.P.16 to BORDER LANE, also from YEOMANRY POST past
MAPLE LODGE to junction of DORMY HOUSE LANE and ZILLEBEKE STREET by
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order of the 3rd. Division. Those trenches south of YEOMANRY POST were to be manned
by the Brigade on our right.

The 9th Field Coy C.E. dug a trench around YEOMANRY POST or rather made the
disused one there, defendable and supplied sappers to infantry battalions.

Outside troops redug UNION STREET and joined up with 73 R. These trenches
strengthened our position materially.
The 3rd Pioneers also supplied carrying parties and guides and were extremely helpful. Major
Robertson and Vince, C.E. called on me several times and rendered very good assistance.
The O.C. Tunnelling Coy. loaned us back men of our Brigade who had joined his company,
and they were invaluable acting as stretcher bearers and carrying supplies. Sergt. Hill
P.P.C.L.I. attached to the Tunnelling Coy. especially distinguished himself. In reviewing
the work done by the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. perhaps the proudest thing I can say is :- "The
machine worked smoothly and well"; that being the case, it follows that the mistakes, and
what military operation takes place without them? are entirely my own, and let the blame,
therefore, fall on my shoulders alone." But let the splendidly gallant officers and men who
carried out my orders, faithfully unto death, and held the single line of trenches that at that
time were our only bulwark, Against defeat, receive their measure of earned praise, full to
overflowing.

The 7th Can. Inf. Bde. was relieved by the 6th Can Inf. Bde. and I handed over my
command of the line to Lieut. Col. Embury, acting G.O.C. 6th Can Inf. Bde., at 3.45.a.m. on
the morning of the 6th June, 1916.

I now beg to bring to your favourable notice the names of officers of other Units who
rendered valauable asistance viz :-

Lieut. Col. H.T. Lamb, G.S.O., 3rd Can. Division. This officer acted as the Liaison
Officer to the 7th Bde. and assisted me in every way ; he was especially helpful in collecting
and collating information and transmitting it to Division. He also made several trips to the
8th Can. Inf. Bde. on our right, and throughout was untiring in assisting us. I very much
appreciate the loan in of his services and the valuable assistance he rendered.

Lieut. Col. Koebel, Commanding Left Group R.F.A.
This officer rendered me very valuable information, I cannot speak too highly of this

officers prompt compliance to my requests and his ready co-operation with us from start to
finish. He was untiring in rendering us every assistance in his power.

Major, H.B.C. Arthur, Commanding 64th Battery R.F.A. This officer rendered me
very valuable information, which he obtained from voluntary reconnaissances. In connection
therewith, Lieut. Col. G. Cantlie, 42nd Highlanders, reports as follows :- "Major Arthur
R.F.A., was continually through the lines, observing and gathering information. He ran an
independent telephone to YEOMANRY POST so as to keep in touch with us. This line
unfortunately only stood a few minutes."

Capt. J.W. Gunn, C.A.M.C. attached to left Group R.F.A.
This officer rendered valauable assistance in connection conjunction with the

A.D.M.S. in organising stretcher bearer parties from the Tunnelling Company, volunteers and
52nd Battalion. He personally took command and supervised these parties and assisted greatly
in the evacuation of the wounded, which at one time threatened to become congested.

Lieut. E. Bassett, 21st Battalion Canadians, attached 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade for
instruction.

This officer proved himself willing and efficient; on two occasions he visited the front
line under very heavy fire with my instructions. He returned with valuable information as to
state of affairs.
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(Note ) Under separate cover of A.F.W. 3121 I propose to submit the names of officers and
O.R. of the 7th Can Infantry Brigade for recognition.

________________________________________________________________

Appendix 2.

CASUALTIES.
- - - - - - - - -

I regret to report that the casualties were heavy.

TOTAL CASUALTIES.

__________________________________________________

OFFICERS. N.C.O. AND MEN.
__________________________________________________

Killed............................16. Killed.............................157.
Wounded.......................27. Wounded........................697.
Missing.......................... 2. Missing.........................197. x

_____ _____

45 1051
_____ _____

x
The majority of these are believed to be killed or wounded.

Some are now turning up in the clearing stations.

--------

The available rifle strength of the Brigade (not including transport)
on the morning of the 6th on the return from the trenches was as
follows :-

R.C.R......................500.

P.P.C.L.I..................210.

42nd Battalion..........460.

49th Battalion...........450.
________

1620.
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______________________________________________________________
APPENDIX.3.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

CO-OPERATION OF OTHER ARMS.

1. ARTILLERY SUPPORT.

The artillery co-operated with us closely and complied
and complied promptly with all requests from start to finish, and rendered us
every assistance in their power. The Germans appeared to have more guns and
of a heavier calibre than they had, but they did their best and di it well.

2. MACHINE GUNS.

The Machine Guns did extremely well, both the lewis and
the colt, they were of the very greatest assistance in breaking and holding up the
attacks of the enemy.

This is a most valuable branch of the service and besides
doing great execution, they give the infantry confidence.

Will forward later the report of Capt. Cock, 7th Bde. Machine
Gun Company.

3. TRENCH MORTARS.

The trench mortars were little used, owning to the very
severe bombardment nearly all the emplacements were blown to pieces early in
the engagement and so many of the crews were put out of action, great difficulty
was experienced in working the guns, added to this the weight of the ammunition
made the bringing up of ammunition very difficult, also they could not be used
in the R. line.

________________________________________________________

APPENDIX 4.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

SIGNAL SERVICE.

All lines with the exception of the buried cable were out of action by 9.a.m. on the 2nd
inst. Some of the unburied lines were repaired but never held for more than a very short time,
and the whole of the messages really went through HALFWAY HOUSE on the left and
ZILLEBEKE BUND On the right.
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The signallers worked well and transmitted some 1146 messages (eleven hundred and
forty six) messages. The linesmen were gallant and assiduous in mending breaks, but they
soon went again. They succeeded in laying and maintaining a line from the afternoon of the
3rd to the afternoon of the 5th to YEOMANRY POST from HALFWAY HOUSE

Owing to the breakages of the lines, very heavy work devolved on the runners, who
performed their work in a particularly gallant and praiseworthy manner.

----------

SUPPLIES – AMMUNITION – BOMBS – FOOD AND WATER.
----------

Owing to the loss of depots in the front line system there was a slight shortage on the
first day, but the matter was at once taken in hand, and ably dealt with by Capt. F.C. RUSH
Staff Capt, and Capt. G. Macdonald, Bde. Bombing Officer.

These officers were indefatigable in sending up supplies, and notwithstanding the
great difficulties, in passing through hostile barrages, they succeeded in establishing dumps, at
suitable points.

It may be noticed that some messages received, called for supplies of S.A.A. and
bombs. In nearly every instance, these were on their way, and since, it has been ascertained
that the officers in question very properly called for supplies before actually being out of
them.

----------

MEDICAL ARRANGEMENTS.
----------

On the first day the arrangements were not adequate to deal with the large number of
stretcher cases, but on the second day, but on the second day we were supplied with 97
stretchers by the A.D.M.S.

Parties were arranged from volunteers from the Tunnelling Coy and details from the
52nd Battalion; the whole under Capt. Gunn, C.A.M.C. attached to the Lahore Divisional
Artillery, who worked in conjunction of with the A.D.M.S. on the nights of 3rd, 4th and
4th/5th and from this on the arrangements made were satisfactory.

_____________________________________________________________

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

APPENDIX 7.

SPECIAL POINTS NOTICED.

COMMUNICATIONS.
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Only the buries cable held, but had it been started from thr front line trenches to the
rear instead of vice versa, it is reasonably certain lines could have been kept repaired in the
rear area. Recommended therefore that cable be laid in future from front to rear.

RUNNERS.

Ours did well but their advent usually attracted German notice and brought shell fire
on the recipient of the message. The necessity of trained cross-country guides, in sufficient
numbers to replace casualties, was emphasized. It is not enough to have men who know
trenches well by day and night, they must know country intervening.

Some men who know the country well, and were keen to carry despatches shrank from
the responsibility of guiding companies and parties cross-country. This might be oversome by
occasional practise in guiding in quieter times.

ROUTE CONTROLS.

It is difficult unde to maintain under strenuous circumstances, but trench commanders
at junctions must be constantly on the lookout and provide for it, if congestion and its
consequences are to be remedied.

Arrangements for a steady stream of sandbags going up to the line is important.
The want of more trenches, especially assembly trenches, in rear of R. line was felt.

MACHINE GUNS.

These must never fire from the front line from their emplacements or alternative
emplacements, or they will inevitably be spotted and destroyed. To be of use in repelling a
German advance, after intense bombardment, they must be situated outside of it, well
concealed and withdrawn from the actual front line before it starts.

The area did not lend itself to close covering positions, the only alternative would have
been tunnels to front and guns in our wire and it is a long business to construct.

ROSS RIFLES.

The Ross Rifle again jammed badly during rapid fire; a special report is being
rendered on this subject.

ATTACHED HEREWITH THE FOLLOWING.:-
______________________________________

Operation order No.20. 3 rd Can. Division.

Operation order No.21. Do

G. 261. Do

G. 269. Do
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OPERATION ORDER NO.24. 7th Can. Inf. Bde.

OPERATION ORDER NO.25. Do

OPERATION ORDER NO.26. Do

OPERATION ORDER NO.81. 6th Can. Inf. Bde.

APPENDIX TO O.ORDER NO.81 Do.

3RD CANADIAN DIVISION.

2nd June.1916.
OPERATION ORDER NO.20.

1. Three counter attacks will be made tonight to recover our lost trenches.

(a) By 2nd Can. Inf. Bde. on MOUNT SORREL trenches 47-51 inclusive.

(b) 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. on trenches 52-59 inclusive.

(c) By two Battalions 9th Can. Inf. Bde. attached 7th Can. Inf. Bde. on trenches 60-64-
inclusive.

2. (a) 2nd Can. Inf. Bde. The northern limit of attack
(a) will be the trench Headquarters RAILWAY DUGOUTS.

(b) The 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. will move from its rendezvous near BELGIAN CHATEAU by
Bridges14a,15,16 and 17 south side of ZILLEBEKE BOND to the ZILLEBEKE SWITCH
whence they will move to their assaulting position near our present front line MAPLE
COPSE – RUDKIN HOUSE, Headquarters, RAILWAY DUGOUTS.

(c) The two Battalions 9th Can. Inf. Bde. attached 7th Can. Inf. Bde. will move from G.H.Q.
line to a position for assault to be decided by the G.O.C. 7th Can. Inf. Bde.

(d) The 9th Can. Inf. Bde. will move two Battalions and Headquarters from BELGIAN
CHATEAU to YPRES and ZILLEBEKE BUND Headquarters to YPRES.

3. When troops are in position to assault G.Os.C. Inf. Bdes. will report to 3rd Can
Division H.Q. Six green rockets will be sent up from the ZILLEBEKE DAM by H.Qrs 8th
Can. Inf. Bde. when ordered by 3rd Can. Divn. H.Qrs. These signals rockets will be the
signal for assault and for the artillery to lift.

4. The Divisional and attached artillery will kepp up a steady fire, with occasional bursts
throughout the night on out lost trenches, from trench 47 to trench 64 inclusive.
Trenches 65 and 66 are still held by our troops.
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The Corps heavy artillery group will be co-operating.
When the six green rockets go up from the ZILLEBEKE DAM artillery fire will be

lifted to the old German Front line. The advance trenches recently constructed by enemy must
be included.

Sgd. R. Hayter.
Lieut. Col.
General Staff
3rd Canadian Division.

Issued at 9.45.p.m.

______________________________________________________________

SECRET.
- - - - - - - -

COPY NO.
3RD CANADIAN DIVISION.

3rd June, 1916.
OPERATION ORDER NO.21.

2nd Canadian Inf. Bde.

(a) The two Battalions 2nd Can. Inf. Bde. who to-day carried out the counter-
attack against trenches 47-51 will be relieved tonight by two battalions of the 1st
Can. Inf. Bde. under arrangements made by the 1st Can. Division and the Bdes
concerned.

(b) The G.O.C. 2nd Can. Inf. Bde. will be in charge and will be prepared to
continue the operations tomorrow to recover the lost trenches 47 to 51, inclusive, if
ordered.

2. 3rd Can. Inf. Bde.

(a) The G.O.C. 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. will arrange to relieve tonight the two Battalions
who carried out the attack today. Relief to be completed by midnight. Battalions on
relief will move to rest Billets. One Battalion of the 1st Can. Inf. Bde. will be attached
to the 3rd Can. Division Inf. Bde. under arrangements made by the 1st Can. Division
and Bdes concerned.

(b) The G.O.C. 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. will arrange to have reconnaissance made to night to
establish definitely whether any of the trenches 52-59 are held by our troops or not.
This information must be reported to Division H.Qrs. before 2.30.a.m.

(c) The G.O.C. 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. will be prepared to continue operations tomorrow to
recover trenches 52-59, inclusive, if ordered.

3. 7TH Can. Inf. Bde.
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The G.O.C. 7th Can. Inf. Bde. will be prepared to continue operations
tomorrow to recover the lost trenches 60-64-inclusive if ordered.

4. The Divisional artillery will fire bursts at intervals during the night on enemy's
communications to catch rations parties and reliefs.

Sgd. R. Hayter.
Lieut. Col.
General Staff
3rd Canadian Division.

Issued at 7.p.m.

______________________________________________________________

URGENT. SECRET.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3rd Canadian Division.

To 7th Can. Infantry Bde. G. 261.
8th Do
9th Do

A. & Q.

The following relief will be carried out tonight :-

1. The Headquarters 9th Can. Inf. Bde. will relieve the Headquarters 8th Can. Inf.
Bde. at ZILLEBEKE BUND.

The two Battalions 9th Can. Inf. Bde. in Divisional Reserve and the P.P.C.L.I.
and 49th Battalions of the 7th Canadian Infantry Bde.

2. 8th Canadian Inf. Bde will occupy Camps A and B on relief.

Camps C and F are available for the Battalions of the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. on
relief.

3. The 2nd and 3rd Canadian Inf. Bdes. are continuing operations to recover our
lost trenches 47-60.

4. The G.O.C. 7th Canadian Inf. Bde will continue to conduct operations to
recover our lost trenches 60-66. The G.O.C. 9th Canadian Inf. Bde will place what troops may
be required at the disposal of the G.O.C. 7th Canadian Inf. Bde. for this purpose, in
consultation with the G.O.C. 7th Can. Inf. Bde.
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5. The ZILLEBEKE BUND DUGOUTS are available for the 9th Can. Inf. Bde.
reserves.

6. Completion of relief to be reported to this office.

Sgd. R. Hayter,
Lieut. Col.
General Staff.
3rd Canadian Division.

3rd June, 1916.

______________________________________________________________

URGENT. SECRET.
- - - - - -

3rd Canadian Division.

G. 269.

2nd Can Inf. Bde.
3rd Do
7th Do
9th Do
C.R.A.

- - - - - - -

1 Reference 3rd Canadian Divisional operation order No.21. para 2 (b)

2. If the result of the reconnaissance by the 3rd Can. Inf. Bde. discloses that lost
trenches are still held by our troops, an attack will be made tomorrow without lost of time.
The 2nd Can. Inf. Bde. and 9th Can. Inf. Bde. will attack simultaneously.

3. If lost trenches are found to be held by the enemy attacks will be postponed
until the following night and artillery will bombard the trenches during the day.

Plans should however be prepared in readiness for an attack tomorrow.

Sgd. R. Hayter.
Lieut. Col.,
Gen. Staff.
3rd Can. Division.

3rd June, 1916.
_______________________________________________________________
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SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO. 24.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

BY
BRIGADIER GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G. D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

INFORMATION.

2. To recapture trenches from WARRINGTON AVE inclusive to APPENDIX inclusive.

3. The 49th Battalion will attack with its left of GOUROCK RD AT

The 52nd Battalion will attack with its right on GOUROCK RD AT

The 60th Battalion will support the attack.

The counter attack will be under the command of Lieut. Col. Griesbach.

4. The 49th Battalion will march at 11.45.p.m. starting point LILLE GATE.
ROUTE. Railway, moated Grange, Ration Farm, to Old tramway south of Ration
Farm, following along road to YEOMANRY POST and S.P.17. left on GOUROCK
RD ready to attack.

The 52nd Battalion followed by the 60th Battalion at 10 minutes interval will march at
12.30.a.m. starting point LILLE GATE.
ROUTE. Railway, CHINA WALL, lefting rest of it and NEW BOND STREET, R.
line to junction of GOUROCK RD right resting on GOUROCK RD ready to attack.

5. O.C. C.R.E. will arrange for at least two sections with material to be in trench leading
south from NEW BOND STREET to YEOMANRY POST, assisted as arranged by the
3rd Pioneer Battalion.

6. The artillery will co-operate as follows :-

0. to 0.20. two rounds per gun per minute.
0.20 to 0.30. The hour at which assault is to be delivered four rounds per gun
per minute.
0.30 to 0.50 one round per gun per minute.

DRESSING STATION at MENIN MILL and ZILLEBEKE BUND.

Reports to 7th Can. Inf. Bde. Headquarters, RAMPARTS.

Sgd. A.H.B. Foster,
Major,
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Brigade Major,
2.8.[inserted: 6.]16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

____________________________________________________________

SECRET.
- - - - - - -

OPERATION ORDER NO.25.

BY
BRIGADIER GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G.Z,D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CAN. INFANTRY BDE. IN THE FIELD.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

The following reliefs will be carried out tonight:-

1. The R.C.R. with two Coys 60th Brigade attached, will hold their old
trenches in the front line and the reserve line as far as south as 69 R. inclusive.

2. Lieut. Colonel Cantlie, will be in command of the right sub-sector from
68 R. inclusive south to junction of GOUROCK RD and reserve line
(LOVERS WALK) including that part of WARRINGTON AVE, GOUROCK
RD and BYDAND AVE in our possession, also S.P.18.

3. The following troops will be placed at the disposal of the O.C. right
sub-sector.

42nd Battalion.
60th Battalion.
52nd Battalion (two companies will proceed TO ZILLEBEKE
BUND).

4. Completion of relief will be reported by wire to Brigade Headquarters.

The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions, will return to YPRES RAMPARTS
on completion of relief.

sgd. A.H.B. Foster,
Major,

Brigade Major,
3.6.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.
______________________________________________________________
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URGENT. SECRET.
- - - - - -

3rd. Canadian Division.
- - - - - - - - - - - - -

2nd. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
3rd. do
7th. do
9th. do
C.R.A.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1. Reference 3rd. Canadian Division Operation Order No. 21, para 2 (b).

2. If the result of reconnaissance by 3rd. Canadian Infantry Brigade discloses that lost
trenches are still occupied by our troops, an attack will be made tomorrow without loss of
time. The 2nd. Canadian Infantry Brigade and 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will attack
simultaneously.

3. If lost trenches are found to be held by enemy attacks will be postponed until
following night, and Artillery will bombard trenches during day.

Plans should be, however, prepared in readiness for attack tomorrow.

(Sgd) R. Bayter. [Hayter]
Lieut. Col.
General Staff.
3rd. Canadian Division.

3rd. June, 1916.

_____________________________________________________________

SECRET.
- - - - - -

OPERATION ORDER NO 26.

BY

BRIGADIER GENERAL AC MACDONELL, C.M.G. D.S.O.

COMMANDING 7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
_______________________ _____
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The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions who occupy 62 R 64 R, part of GOUROCK
ROAD and WARRINGTON AVE, part of BYDAND AVE, S.P.15. and LOVERS WALK,
will be relieved tonight by B and C companies of 60th Battalion who at present occupy 65 R
and 66R.

These two companies will in turn be relieved by A & B companies at present in
BOND STREET.

A and B companies will move at dusk without further orders. The O.C. 60th Battalion
is responsible that he is in touch with the Brigade on his right.

The O.C. 52nd Battalion is responsible that he is in touch with the 60th Battalion on
his right and the 42nd on his left.

The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions will proceed to the ASYLUM on relief where buses
will convey them to Camp C G.18.a. which they will share between them.

Major McLennan will arrange for guides for 60th Bn and assist in relief.

Completion of relief will be notified by O.C. Bns to Brigade H.Q.

Sgd. A.H.B. Foster,
Major,

Brigade Major,
4.6.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued to units by wire at 4.30.p.m.

Sgd. A.F.

___________________________________________________________

SECRET.
- - - - - - -

6th CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE ORDER NO 81.
- - - - - - - - - -

Ref Sheet 28 and trench Key map. 5.6.16.

1. The Brigade will relieve the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. in the Hooge Sector tonight as
follows :-

Left sub-sector.

28th Bn. will relieve the R.C. Regt. and two companies 60th Rifles.
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Right sub-sector.

31st Battalion will relieve the 42nd, 52nd, and 60th Bns.

Brigade support.

29th will remain as at present.
Headquarters and 2 coys will be prepared to join remaining companies in the
RAMPARTS.

Brigade Reserve.

27th will move to camp F.
2 Coys to be prepared to move to BELGIAN CHATEAU.

2. Guides will the 28th at ASYLUM at 8.30.p.m.
Guides will meet the 31st at KRUISSTRAAT (H.18.d.9½.6.) at 8.30.p.m.

3. Arrangements are being made to move the 28th from VLAMERTINGHE to
ASYLUM by rail, and 31st from Camp E to KRUISTRAAT by buses.

Separate orders as to time will be issued later.

4. 29th will utilize a proportion of guides already with them to instruct their own
guides as soon as possible.

Arrangements have been made with the 7th Can. Inf. Bde. to have guides left
with each formation until we know the sector.

5. Officers commanding 28th and 31st Bns will arrange for to have each man
carry in two grenades and two sandbags.

6. All other details of relief will be arranged mutually between commanding
officers.

7. Copies of present distribution is attached as appendix to orders.

8. Brigade M.G. Company and 6 C/1 and 6 C/2 relieve corresponding units of the
7th Can. Inf. Bde.

9. Completion of reliefs will be wired to Brigade H.Qrs.

sgd. A.H. Jukes, Captain,
Brigade Major,

Issued to signals at 3.p.m.

______________________________________________________________
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SECRET.
- - - - - - -

APPENDIX to 6th Can. Inf. Bde Order No.81.

SUGGESTED DISTRIBUTION – HOOGE SECTOR.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Left sub-sector.

2 companies in front line HOOGE.
1 company in 72, 73 and 74 R.
1 company HALFWAY HOUSE.
HEADQUARTERS and Details.

Right sub-sector.

1 company 69-71 R. inclusive.
1 company 65-68 R. Do
1 company 62-64 R. also that part of GOUROCK ROAD, WARRINGTON AVE,
BYDAND AVE, at present in our position and S.P.15.
1 Platoon in new trench between YEOMANRY POST and BOND STREET.
3 Platoons in ZILLEBEKE SWITCH.

SUPPORT.

2 Companies YPRES RAMPARTS..
2 Companies BELGIAN CHATEAU.

RESERVE.

1 Battalion in Camp E or F.

The following messages have been received and are published for information.

3rd June. Received 8.25.p.m. Following from Canadian Corps begins aaa The Corps
Commander has the greatest pleasure in communicating the following message
received this evening aaa Please express to General Commanders and all troops
my appreciation of the gallantry displayed and the fine work done by the
Canadian Corps during the last two days aaa Commanding Second Army aaa
Ends aaa

3rd June. Received 11.55.p.m. aaa Following message to Army Commander begins aaa
Please congratulate all ranks of the Canadian Corps from me on their fine fight
and on the success of their efforts towards regaining the lost ground aaa
DOUGLAS HAIG AAA Ends aaa



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 98

4th June. Received 7.21.p.m. The Army Commander has asked me to say that he wishes
to express his appreciation of the extremely gallant way in which all the troops
have fought and regrets the losses which were not in vain as the enemy lost
heavily and the attack was brought to a stand still. aaa.

Sgd. General Hoare Mirne.

Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell adds to this that he Himself is extremely
proud of the conduct of all ranks under his command, and conveys to them his
warmest thanks for their splendid gallantry in this severe trial.

The following Rewards were made for actions on May 1st :-

3rd June. D.S.O. awarded to Lieut. Colonel Griesbach.

D.C.M. ,, ,, 432037 C.S.M. Miles C.

Mil. Medal ,, ,, 432018 Sergt. Downton J.G.

4,, ,, ,, ,, 432951 Sergt. Wallis J.

,, ,, ,, ,, 432352 Cpl. Bennett F.

,, ,, ,, ,, 433031 Pte. McKinnon, A.I.

,, ,, ,, ,, 436540 Pte. Tomkinson, G.W.

All of 49th Battalion aaa Please convey congratulations of Army and
Corps Commanders to recipients. aaa

The following message was sent to the Corps Commander last night on
his promotion to Lieut. General :-

4th June. "General Byng, Corps Commander. aaa "Hearty congratulation from all
ranks 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade aaa Byng

The following received from General aaa

5th June. "Please thank all ranks 7th Brigade for their kind message which I
sincerely appreciate."

Sgd. Gen. Byng.

____________________________________________________________

Appendix B SECRET.

Copy. No...........
OPERATION ORDER No.27
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BY

BRIG. GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G. D.S.O.

Commanding 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade In the Field

1. The Brigade will move into Rest Billets in the STEENVOODE District to-
morrow the 7th. instant. (distance about 10 miles.)

2. ORDER OF MARCH.

The Order of March will be as follows:-

P.P.C.L.I..............................................7.30 a.m.
49th. Battalion.....................................8.00 a.m. 8.00 A.M.
42nd. Battalion....................................8.30 a.m.
R. C. R.................................................9.00 a.m.

Starting Point at Cross Roads G.5.c.9.3.
Haversack rations will be carried.
1st. and 2nd. Line Transport will follow Units.

3. ROUTE.

Cross Roads G.5.c.9.3., POPERINGHE, ABEELE, STEENVORDE.

4. ADVANCE PARTY.

2 buses will be at G.5.c.9.3. at 6 a.m. to take the Advance Party. Units will
send parties as follows:-

Battalions...........................................10 each.
Machine Gun Company..................... 3
Trench Mortar Battery....................... 2
Signals............................................... 2
Headquarters...................................... 3

Interpreters will be included in the Billeting Party.

5. ARRIVAL.

Units will be met on arrival by the Billeting Party at the Church in
STEENVORDE, K.3.d.2.1., and conducted to their Billets.

6. EXTRA TRANSPORT.

Extra Transport will be allotted to Units as under:-

Battalions.- 2 Lorries, and 2 buses each.
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Machine Gun Coy.- 1 bus.
Trench Mortar Batty.- 1 bus.

This Transport will be handed over to the Units by the Staff Captain at 6.30
a.m. at G.5.c.9.3., and will move independent of Units.

The above Transport is an addition to the Train Transport.

7. MAPS.
Maps will be issued to Billeting Officers to-night.

8. REPORTS.

All messages to be sent to Camp "A" until 9 a.m.; after that hour C/o Army
Signals, STEENVORDE

9. Units will report to Brigade Headquarters when all their men are in Billets.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster.
Major,

Brigade Major,
6.6.16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

B.

Copies issued to:-

Copies No.1,2,& 3.-3 rd. Canadian Division.
4.- R.C.R.
5.- P.P.C.L.I.
6.- 42nd. Battalion.
7.- 49th. Battalion.
8.- Brigade Machine Gun Company
9.- Trench Mortar Batty. C.7/1 and C.7/2.

10.- Brigade Signalling Officer.
11.- Brigade Transport Officer.
12.)
13.) War Diary.
14.)
15.-File.

__________________________________________________________

SECRET.
- - - - - - -

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE No......
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OPERATION ORDER NO. 28.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the 2nd Guards Brigade on the night of
the 21st/22nd, in accordance with the attached march Table.

2. The O.C. 7th Can. Machine Gun Company will make the necessary arrangements for
the relief of the Machine Guns.

3. The O.C. 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery will arrange for the relief of the Trench
Mortars.

4. Lewis Machine Guns and Bombers will be relieved under Regimental arrangements.

5. Battalions moving into the trenches will send officers and a small parties to take over.
The officers will be responsible that the trenches taken over are in a sanitary condition,
and should give a receipt to the outgoing Unit to that effect.
Trench Stores, Log books, Trench maps, photographs and Defence Schemes,
information and programme of work will be handed over. Receipts in triplicate should
be taken and should also state the area taken over is in a sanitary condition. One
receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

6. All details of relief will be arranged between the Battalions concerned.

7. Completion of relief will be reported to Brigade Headquarters at the RAMPARTS.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster
Major,

Brigade Major,
20.6.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.,

Copy No.1. issued to R.C.R.
2. P.P.C.L.I.

3. 42nd Battalion.
4. 49th Battalion.
5. 7th Can. Machine Gun Company.
6. 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery.
7. 7th Can Bde. Signals.
8. 7th Can Bde. Transport Officer.
9,10,11. 3rd Can. Division.
12. 2nd Guards Brigade.
13 & 14. File.
15,16 & 17 War Diary.

____________________________________________________________
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MARCH - TABLE.
- - - - - - - - - -

______________________________________________________________

Appendix D

To:-

O.C.
49th Battalion. Patrol of

GOUROCK ROAD AND VICINITY.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

At 3.a.m. 22.6.16. patrol of the 42nd Battalion R.H.C. consisting of O.B. Jones and Cpl. W.R.
Thompson left our present block on GOUROCK RD and proceeded forward to locate the
enemy. Progress was difficult owing to entire ignorance of the enemY's positions, the state of
the trench instelf and the number of blocks encountered, being 5 in all. At about 6.15.a.m. the
patrol reached CHARING CROSS and proceeded up GOUROCK RD about 10 yards
encountered the enemy's new advanced trench which was used by him preior to our counter
offensive. This trench was entered and examined, rifles, equipment, clothing, ammunition
and hand grenades were strewn about everywhere; bomb stores containing some 18 bombs
each (cly cylindrical sticks) had been established every 10 or 15 yards. These stores are of a
ready made type and set in the parapet. The same applies to ammunition which was plentiful.
The equipment and clothing was of the ordinary type, as was also a gas helmet found in one
of the dugouts. Dugouts had been built of the following material :- semi-circular, [inserted:
7/16 ???] (approx ) corrugated iron, 3 ft across at the base (diameter) and 3 ft high at highest
point of semi-circle, these are manufactured in sections 1 ft wide and in most cases sections
sections were joined to make one dugout. These are easily portable and would seem to be an
improvement on the flat corrugated sheets we use at present to make shelters.

The enemy trench was not revetted and was extremely muddy and wet, though it could
be easily drained. After examining the trench the patrol proceeded up GOUROCK RD and
GORDON RD and then along it to CENTON AVE. This strip of trench was in fair state of
repair. The patrol then returned to GOUROCK RD and went up towards the LOOP, when
near the back of the LOOP some new earth works was observed. This was thought to be
slightly behind our old trenches north of CENTON AVE, and west of 63 and 64. Sergt Jones
was about to examine this with field glasses, when a movement was noticed about 150 to 200
yards to our left, our left, about 15 men were seen to be starting after the patrol. Suffice it to
say that discretion speeded the patrol back safely to our lines which was reached about
8.15.p.m. There can be little doubt that the earth works observed is the enemy's line of
occupation. The point at which the Germans left their trench after the patrol, seemed to be just
in rear, west of our old 65 and 66. The patrol, was out about 5½ hours in all and during this
time GOUROCK RD and vicinity towards out old front line was subjected to the closest
observation through Field glasses. No movements whatever was noted and no positions
discovered save those already mentioned. It is evident that the enemy left very hurridly and
judging from the few dead Germans seen it would almost be reasonable to suppose that they
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evacuated at the commencement of our bombardment. A good many Canadian dead are lying
about.

One would judge that the enemy occupies hid forward trench during the night time for
many fresh footprints were noted both going and coming. As against this however it is
noteworthy that the enemy has seemingly made no attempt to salvage the equipment etc. Was
not this the special feature of the Routine Orders by the O.C. 121st Regt. captured from a
prisoner recently.

Samples of very lights, bombs, are being forwarded to Brigade.

Sgd. Owen B. Jones,
A/Sergt, 42nd Battalion, R.H.C.

____________________________________________________________

Appendix E SECRET.
- - - - - - -

OPERATION ORDER NO. 29.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

1. The following inter Brigade Relief will take place on the night of the
25/26th.

2. The P.P.C.L.I. will relieve the R.C.R. in the left Sub-sector.
The 49th Battalion (Edmonton Regiment) will relieve the 42nd Battalion in the

right Sub-sector.

3. The O.C. 7th Can. Machine Gun Company will make the necessary
arrangements for the relief of the Machine guns.

4. The O.C. 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery will arrange for the relief of the
Trench Mortars.

5. Lewis Machine Guns and Bombers will be relieved under Regimental
arrangements.

6. Battalions moving into the Trenches will send officers and a small party to take
over. The officers will be responsible that the Trenches taken over are in a sanitary
condition, and should give a receipt to the outgoing Unit to that effect.

Trench stores, log books, trench map s, photographs and Defence Schemes,
information and programme of work will be handed over. Receipts in triplicate
should be taken and should also state that the area taken over is in a sanitary condition.
One receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

7. All details of relief will be arranged between the Battalions concerned.
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8. Completion of the relief will be reported to Brigade Headquarters at the
RAMPARTS.

[Signed] A.H.B. Foster.
Major,

Brigade Major,
24.6.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.,

L.

Copy No 1 issued to R.C.R
2 P.P.C.L.I.
3 42nd Battalion.
4 49th Battalion.
5 7th Can. Machine Gun Company.
6 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery.
7. 7th Can. Signals.
8. 7th Can. Brigade Transport Officer.
9.10 & 11 3rd Can. Division.
12. 1st Can. Inf. Brigade.
13. 60th Brigade. (Imperials.)
14. 7th Field Coy. C.E.
15. 8th Filed Coy. C.E.
16. 9th Field Coy. C.E.
17 & 18. File.
19,20 & 21.War Diary.

___________________________________________________________

Appendix 7

MEMORANDUM FOR OPERATIONS.

TRENCHES 60 and 61.

- - - - - - - - - -

Under orders received today at
and after consultation, verbal instructions to Major McLennan by G.O.C. The 42nd Canadian
Battalion will carry out the following instructions.
A. A party of 30 men consisting of 8 bombers and 22 rifle men will advance in a
northerly direction from junction of BYDAND AVENUE and 59 and take possession of, or
make a post near junction of new German sap and trench 60, location J.19.a.0.1½. this post to
be made as strong as possible and must command sap and consist of 12 men, Bombers and
rifle, two other posts of 4 men each to be extended north, the more distant one to be as near
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the junction of trench 60 and 61 as may be and a party of 6 men as a connecting post between
our present post near junction BYDAND and trench 59 and new post near J.19.a.0.1½.

If possible this will be done by surprise and a party of 11 riflemen and 4 bombers will
advance more or less along line of old trench, the other party consisting of 11 riflemen and 4
bombers parellel to them and about 30 ft east i.e. nearer old German line.

If there is German post at or near J.19.a.0.1½ it must be got possession of and taken
possession of by the party advancing along our old front line. The other party must clear sap
that is reported to run into old front line at this point and place block 40 yards east of old line.
This party will provide a carrying party the balance joining the other party and help to
consolidate points already indicated.

[Unsigned]

__________________________________________________________________

Appendix "G" 26th. June. 1916.

O. C. 42nd. Can. Bn.

Sir:-

I have the honour to submit the following report on offensive patrol carried out
this morning of the enemy's advanced trench from CHARING CROSS South to bombing
post;

Parties were detailed, arranged and assembled and the preliminary
arrangements made according to your orders. Our artillery opened with shrapnel on our old
front line at 1.15 a.m., when I proceeded up GOUROCK ROAD to ARTILLERY PLACE
with the bombers and ten picked riflemen. L/Cpl. Nicolas in charge of the former and C/pl
Maver in charge of the latter. Cpl. Thompson was also with me.

Leaving the whole of this party at the advanced block at ARTILLERY
PLACE, Cpl. Thompson and I worked our way to near CHARING CROSS to ascertain if the
enemy was holding the advanced trench, and after making sure that they were not there in
large numbers, I returned for the section of bombers. The advanced block at ARTILLERY
PLACE was held by another section of bombers and a Lewis Gun Section, and the working
party had arrived to build the new advanced block about 15 to 18 yards in front of the old
block.
Cpl. Thompson remained here in charge of working party. I decided to leave the riflemen as a
covering party and lead on with the section of bombers to a point in the German advanced
trench about twenty yards south of GOUROCK ROAD. The trench was wired here with a
single row of heavy double German concertina wire. We cut a path ten feet wide through this
and entered German trench here which at this point was in poor condition, a good deal of
water lying in the bottom, and sides broken down, and showed no evidence of any work
having been done on it. We worked South and after we got about 30 yards down we found
evidence of work, namely, dead and salvage removed, parapet repaired with new sand-bags
in places and trench much drier.
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At point 25 yards further south, or say 75 yards south of CHARING CROSS
there was the beginning of a fairly strong bombing post. Beside the old trench a short new
trench had been dug very recently (within the last two nights) making the post look somewhat
as follows. X. This post is on a little knoll. The only apparent means of access to this post
was a path leading overland which joined the advanced trench at a point 20 or 25 yards north
of the post.

The wiring consisted of one row of the heavy double German concertina wore.
In front of this were numerous lines of barbed wire tightly stretched between trees, stumps
and some wooden stakes. This was done in a most irregular manner – in some places there
were three strands, the top one waist high, in places it was stretched something like a trip wire
to catch one just below the knee.

We found there a temporary store of stick grenades put up in sand-bags.
These were all dumped into shell holes filled with water. Any new parts of the parapet were
pulled and the wire destroyed.

We then returned north to the intersection of the enemy's trench with
GOUROCK ROAD. There there was evidence that the enemy had built a stronger bombing
post and a more elaborate trench than further south. It had been wrecked and apparently
work done on it to reclaim it, and abandoned again. There were stands of stick grenades and a
small pile of salvage. There was an old sand-bag block in GOUROCK ROAD. There were a
few dug-outs in the trench and two places of trench, say 25 feet at right angles to the front
line, and running east, to be used for throwing from. We destroyed as many stick grenades as
possible, as before. We cut any wire that was about, but it was in poor shape, and destroyed
remnants of the old block.

It was now getting light, and we were forced to return. We reached block in
ARTILLERY PLACE about 3 a.m.

The working parties had been withdrawn a few minutes previous to my return
and the advanced bombing post in ARTILLERY PLACE was garrisoned by a Bombing
Section and a Lewis Gun Section.

I regret that arrangements could not have been made to have allowed the patrol
to start out earlier, giving us at least one additional hour.

I have the honour to be

Sir,

(Sgd) S. J. Mathewson. Lieut.

__________________________________________________________________

X. See map here.
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Appendix "H"

SECRET.
- - - - - - -

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE COPY NO...16...

OPERATION ORDER NO. 30.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

REFERENCE 1/10,000 Trench Map. 29th June 1916.
1/40,000 Sheet 28.

1. RELIEF. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will be relieved by the 9th Canadian
Infantry Brigade on the night of June 30th/1st July, in accordance with
the attached Relief Table.

2. DISTRIBUTION.
On completion of the relief the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will go
into Divisional Reserve and will occupy Camps "A" "B" "C" and "D".

3. TRENCH MORTARS.
Trench Mortar Batteries will be relieved on the night of the 29th/30th
June under arrangements made by the O.C. 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Trench Mortar Battery.

4. MACHINE GUNS.
The Machine Gun Company will be relieved on the night of 29th/30th
June under arrangements made by the O.C. 7th Canadian Infantry
Brigade Machine Gun Company.

5. BOMBERS.
Bombers will be relieved under arrangements made by the Brigade
Bombing Officer.

6. LEWIS GUNS.
The Lewis Guns will be relieved under Battalion arrangements.

7. MAPS, PLANS, STORES.
All maps, plans, photographs, and Defence Schemes will be handed
over to relieving Battalions and receipts taken
Lists in triplicate will be made for all Stores handed over, receipts being
taken, one copy will be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

8. REPORTS.
Completion of reliefs will be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

9. BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS.
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On completion of relief Headquarters 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade
will move to Camp "A".

10. Acknowledge receipt by wire.

[Signed] A.C. Critchley.
Major,

A/Brigade Major,
7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

Issued through Signals.
at 3 p.m.

Copy No.1. R.C.R. Copy No. 8. 7th Bde. Signal Officer.
2. P.P.C.L.I. 9. 9th Can. Infantry Bde.
3. 42nd Battalion. 10. 11 & 12 3rd C. Division.
4. 49th Battalion. 14th1st Can. Division.
5. 7th C.I. Bde. M.G. Coy. 15,16 & 17 War Diary.
6. 7th C.I. Bde. T.M. B'y. 19 & 20 File.
7. 7th Can. I. Bde. B. Officer.

___________________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE

____________________________________________________________________

Sat, Jul 1 to wed. Jul 5, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS A-B-C & D, BELGIUM
Fine.
Thunder showers on the 5th.
The Battalions carried on the customary training between these dates. Guards Instructors were
again procured and under their able instruction the Battalions improved appreciably in both
discipline and drill. Particular attention is being paid in practising "the attack" and in the use
of the bayonet.
The P.P.C.L.I. on the night of the 5th. sent out a special platoon as a raiding party, composed
of a section of bombers and some 30 scouts and riflemen to make a practice raid on some
trenches held by the Officers of the P.P.C.L.I. The attack was to extend over a frontage of
about 125 yards and through strong thick wire. The defenders were supplied with "Very
Pistols" and had a listening post out in only one place in front of their trench. At 11 p.m.
scouts of the attacking party went forward and succeeded in cutting the wire in two places. At
12. midnight the main party moved forward to the attack splitting into two sections and
entering the gaps cut in the wire. On getting through the wire they got into extended order and
were ready for the attack at 12.35 a.m. They succeeded in getting through the wire and into
position without being observed by the occupants of the trench. At 12.50 a.m. the signal for
the attack was given. The party then rushed the trench having a bombing party on each flank.
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It was part of the scheme to have but one listening post out, and it thus goes to show that
listening posts are essential if raiding parties are to be successfully warded off. The scheme in
general was to practice the men in bombing, scout and rifle work during the night.

Thu, Jul 6, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS A-B-C & D, BELGIUM
On the afternoon the 6th. Brigade Sports were held. The Officers and the men of the

Units of the Brigade took part in the events as well as competitors from outside formations.
The events were numerous and varied and afforded a good afternoon's enjoyment. The riding
events for officers proved very interesting but it is regretted that a somewhat serious accident
occurred to Major MacLennan (42nd. Battalion). His horse while taking the second jump
stumbled and fell, pinning the Major beneath and on clearing kicked him in the head. It has
since been ascertained that the injuries are not serious and it is hoped that he will have a
speedy recovery.

Fri, Jul 7 & Sat, Jul 8, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS A-B-C & D, BELGIUM
Showery.
During the daytime the Units carried on with their training-inspections, rifle & bayonet
practices, platoon and company drill and extended order work being practised. On the
evenings of these dates the Boxing and Wrestling events in connection with the Sports were
decided and proved very interesting. The Bands of the Units rendered practically a continuous
programme of music which proved to be not the least popular of the events.

Sun, Jul 9 & Mon, Jul 10, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR
YPRES SALIENT), BELGIUM
Sunday the ?ig 9th the Battalions held their customary Church Parades in the morning the
remainder of the day being given over to resting. Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G.
D.S.O. and several other officers of the Brigade made a tour of the trenches (HOOGE
SECTOR) about to be taken over from the 9th Can Infantry Brigade. Part relief of the 7th
Can. M.G. Company and 7th Can. T.M. Battery took place last night (9th/10th) the full relief
of these Units being completed on the night of 10th/11th.
The morning of the 10th was given over to drill the afternoon being spent in preparing for the
relief of the 9th Can.Inf.Bde. On the night of the 10th/11th the R.C.R. moving from Camp
"B" relieved the 52nd Bn. in the front trenches left sub-sector. The 49th Bn. moving from
Camp "C" relieved the 43rd Bn. in ZILLEBEKE BUND while the 42nd Battalion at Camp
"D" relieved the the 5th C.M.R. in YPRES.
See Appendix "A"

Tue, Jul 11, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR YPRES
SALIENT), BELGIUM
On the night of the 11th/12th continuation of the relief was carried out and completed. The
R.C.R. occupying trenches on the left sub-sector; 42nd Battalion the centre sub-sector and the
49th Bn. the right Sub-sector, while the P.P.C.L.I. were in Brigade support at ZILLEBEKE
BUND.
See Appendix "A"
Casualties ;- R.C.R. 1 OR. wdd. 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery 4 OR. wdd.
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Wed. Jul 12, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR YPRES
SALIENT), BELGIUM
Fine somewhat cloudy.
The enemy shelled various portions of our trenches during the day, trenches 72-74 being
shelled particularly heavily between 4.30.p.m. and 8.30.p.m. using 13 and 15 c.m. H.E. shells.
DORMY HOUSE & ZILLEBEKE were shelled with 4.2. about 6.30.p.m. Between noon and
3.p.m. DORMY HOUSE vicinity of YEOMANRY POST, the CULVERT & East REGENT
STREET, were shelled with 77.mm.13.c.m. H.E. shrapnel, about 60 shells in all being fired.
Machine gun and rifle fire very quiet excepting for occasional bursts of M.G. fire during the
night.
Patrols. A patrol of the 43rd Bn. (previous to relief) left advanced post in trench 60 with
intention of seeing if enemy still held post which they had bombed the previous evening. On
investigation no movement was either seen or heard and the post was seen to be badly
damaged particularly on the eastern side. A patrol from the R.C.R. operating from
GRAFTON ST. and FORESTER LANE to our old post No.7. where enemy were found to
have strong listening post. The patrol then worked towards enemy's front line crossing
MENIN ROAD. They report enemy not occupying our old posts from 5 to 8 excepting for
the listening post about our old post No.7. A second patrol working from trench 68 moved
towards the APPENDIX. Enemy does not appear to occupy this post as no sounds [inserted:
were heard] or flares were sent up in this vicinity. A dead German was discovered at
I.18.d.2.7. A shoulder strap was cut from the coat bearing the number 22. This was turned in
to Division for identification purposes.
A small enemy working party was dispersed by machine gun and rifle fire at I.18.b.9.3½ at
3.30.a.m. A machine gun emplacement was discovered at I.18.b.2.4.
Aircraft. Very active from early morning to evening. At 6.30.a.m. an enemy plane flew
over trenches 72 and 73 and fired two bursts of M.G. fire on the trenches. At 5.a.m. 3 enemy
planes crossed our lines and flew in a westerly direction. ZOUAVE WOOD was circled for
about 10 minutes at 9.p.m. when the plane returned to the enemy's lines,
CASUALTIES :- The R.C.R. had 9 wounded including Lts. V.W.S. Heron and J.A. Pope,
who was only slightly wounded and remained at duty. The 49th Bn. had Lt. W.D. Turner
wdd.

Thu, Jul 13, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR YPRES
SALIENT), BELGIUM
Fine somewhat cloudy.
Showery.
Artillery. At 11.15.a.m. 1.20.p.m. and 4.20.p.m. the enemy shelled the CULVERT with
77.mm. and 13.c.m. shells but did no material damage, Machine gun and rifle fire was quiet
during the day but increasing in M.G. fire during the night. 14 Trench Mortar Bombs were
fired by enemy to rear of trench 60 no damage however resulted. The enemy also threw 6
hand grenades at our party building a barricade in the "CANADA TRENCH" and a number of
grenades were also thrown into No-mans-land opposite trenches 59-60. Patrols. Our patrols
were very active during the night making further investigations in No-mans-land. A patrol
from the 49th Bn. also got in touch with the patrol of the Bn. on the right and arranged for
joint patrolling of the gap between these two Bns. A patrol under Lieut. Caine investigated
Sap "D" CANADA TRENCH and advanced our bombing post some 20 yds further up the
trench. They report trench badly broken just beyond this post and some 10 to 12 ft. wide.
Enemy working parties could be heard from this post. Investigation of German
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communication trenches leading from their front line to our bombing posts 5 and 6. Our B.P.
No.6. is reported as requiring some further wiring They report the French wire in front of
trenches 53, 54 and 55 in fair condition but recommend more barbed wire being used to make
a strong obstruction. L/C. Hasse under instructions from O.C. "C" Coy. proceeded to Sap
"D" with instructions to investigate enemy Bombing posts, but up to the present time he has
not returned and it is thought that he has been taken prisoner.
A patrol from the R.C.R. leaving Bombing Post in GRAFTON STREET proceeded to our old
No.7. Post, which was found to be unoccupied. They then worked along old front line to
CRATER, which also was unoccupied but the advanced trench in front of crater was found to
be occupied by the enemy. The patrol then returned along North side of MENIN ROAD
without encountering any patrols of the enemy.
A patrol starting from Trench 68 passing through ZOUAVE WOOD to a point about
I.18.b.1.1.then working along enemy new trench across the GAP to the APPENDIX which
was found unoccupied and full of water. Enemy was found to be working on old trench 66
and from there his line swings North to his old line north of the APPENDIX – No wire to
South of APPENDIX.
A patrol consisting of Sgt. Jones and four men went out from head of ST. PETERS STREET
at 11.40 p.m.. They found an enemy sap leading from I.24.d.6½.1½. to I.24.d.8.½. This
sap was in poor shape for first fifty yards and fairly good shape for seventy-five yards to
enemy's lines. Work was heard to be going on in enemy's front and support lines. Machine
gun fire fairly active, and some bombing opposite trench 60. Patrol returned at 2.30 a.m.
Trenches and Works. Enemy working energetically on front and support lines. Two men
were seen driving stakes at I.18.b.8.6½., and earth was seen being thrown from
communication trench at I.18.b.9.4½. The entrance to this communication trench is screened
by wicker work. New sandbags are appearing on parapet at I.18.b.2½.1. and a sniper's plate
was seen just to the right of this. A new trench is being dug from I.30.c.3.7. and can be seen
for about one hundred yards, is lost to view from out O.P. at I.30.c.5.8. but shovels were
observed being used at I.29.d.3.5. and men were seen working on parapet at this point. A
dug-out and sniper's plate was seen to right of a tall tree approximately South or South-east
one degree from our O.P. New work is reported on enemy's support line directly opposite
trench 56 and is thought to be an M.G. Emplacement.
Scout Maquard entered trench running from German line to trench 56, passed through wire to
first block 15 or 20 yards off. He reported another block 15 to 20 yards further out, also that
trench runs south-east from our line except for a V turn towards the east about midway. He
reported new work at German end of this trench.
Much earth was being shovelled at J.19.a.5.2. and 4.2 Several shots were fired at these
positions which resulted in enemy deepening his working positions.
Identifications. A party of five Germans was seen at J.19.a.4½.5. They appeared to be
coming from the LOOP, but avoided the trench, going overland along footpath. Pte. Jackes
shot and killed one of these men who was seen to be wearing blue uniform and blue cap. At
J.19.a.5.2. and 4.2. men were seen wearing field grey and light blue uniforms and caps plain
field grey and field grey with red bands. Another party was seen wearing blue uniforms and
all red caps.
Aircraft. Enemy aircraft were seen at 7.15 a.m. 8 a.m. 11 a.m. and 6.p.m. over our frontage
particularly over ZILLEBEKE VILLAGE and vicinity.
Casualties :- 49th Bn. 2 O.R. 1 missing believed prisoner (Scout Hasse).
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Fri, Jul 14, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR YPRES
SALIENT), BELGIUM
Showery.
Artillery. Between 10.15 a.m. and 8.45.p.m. enemy shelled front and support trenches with
H.E's 77 mm and Minenwerfer bombs, about 300 shells in all being fired.
Machine Gun and Rifle fire became more active than on previous days, the Right Battalion
reporting considerable machine gun fire enfilading front and rear trenches between 9.30 and
10.30 p.m. Sniping also showed a considerable increase, our snipers claiming several hits.
Most of the enemy sniping appeared to come from Hill 60, covering the area around MOUNT
SORREL.
Bombing. At stand-to the enemy threw several trench mortar bombs, but did no material
damage.
Patrols. A patrol of the 49th. was in continuous touch with the Right Battalion throughout
the night, and report all quiet. A second patrol under L/Cpl. Rawlinson out in front of Sap E
Bombing Post saw enemy working party. This they reported to machine guns, who opened
fire and dispersed the working party. The patrol then went out with the intention of
obtaining identifications from the dead or wounded, but failed to find any.
A Patrol under Lieut. Caine proceeded to Sap D (continuation of CANADA TRENCH) at
1.30 a.m. About 25 to 30 yards in front of this post new concertina wire was encountered.
Enemy on the previous evening threw bombs from this point. Leaving the trench they
turned towards our new communication trench on our right, and here found Scout L/Cpl.
Hasse, who was reported missing the previous day. The body was brought in by the patrol
at 2.45 a.m. Enemy in this locality was using numerous flares.
A patrol from the 42nd. Battalion report enemy working on his front and support lines. A
bombing post on the left of trench 60 report about 1½ Companies of enemy seen crossing the
sky line from near rear of APPENDIX towards HOOGE. Six or seven were seen to break
off from this party and go towards the LOOP. L/Cpl. Tew and one man left Trench 60 at
10.45 p.m. and discovered large enemy working party at J.19.a.5.1. The patrol reported this,
and a Lewis Gun was sent out to try and get the party by flanking fire. At 11.45 this patrol
went out again, and found party had withdrawn. The patrol then proceeded up our old front
line to supposed enemy bombing post. This was found unoccupied but shovels were found
laying around.
A patrol from the R.C.R's under Lieut. Sapte went out from the CULVERT, working along
FORESTER LANE to our old post No.7. An enemy patrol of 12 men was encountered here,
and they were attacked with bombs, and appeared to suffer numerous casualties as groans and
yells were heard. In the opinion of the officer at least half of this patrol must have been
killed or wounded. Our patrol suffered no loss.
A patrol under Lieut. Woods left GOUROCK ROAD and proceeded towards the LOOP.
Wire was found to be fairly strong here, but patrol crossed this, and worked North along our
old front line to APPENDIX, which was also crossed, and patrol proceeded towards new
enemy trench, in front of HOOGE. The patrol sent up numerous flares at various places
which seemed to make the enemy uneasy, causing him to fire flares continually in this
neighbourhood. Enemy reported not in position of old posts 1 to 7. He apparently uses
our old post 7 at night times, and patrol which was bombed by us would appear to have been
heading for this position.
A patrol from the 42nd. Battalion under Sgt. Jones left Trench 58 and followed our wire until
opposite right of our 57, where enemy had been reported firing flares. The patrol went out
from sap in Trench 56, left of ST. PETERS STREET to a point where two of enemy sentries
were seen the previous night. This place, however, was found unoccupied, and turned out to
be a continuation of sap and broke sharply to the left. The patrol proceeded up this sap for
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35 yards, passed two rows of wire, and encountered barbed wire block in sap. 20 feet beyond
this block another line of wire some three yards in front of enemy's parapet was found. No
enemy patrols were encountered, and machine gun fire less active than the previous night.
The intention of this patrol was to take one of these sentreis prisoners in order to obtain
information regarding the enemy's formations, etc.
Casualties:- R.C.R. 1 O.R. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. wdd. 42nd. Bn. 1 O.R. wdd. 49th. Bn. 1
O.R. kld.

Sat, Jul 15, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES (LEFT SECTOR YPRES
SALIENT), BELGIUM
Artillery. Enemy's artillery was very active. The CULVERT, GORDON HOUSE,
HALFWAY HOUSE, TUILERIES, VIGO STREET, CHINA WALL and Old Trench in front
of 70 and 71 R were shelled during the day with H.E. 5.9 and 77 mm, about 160 shells in all
being fired.
Machine Gun and rifle fire. Showed increased activity during both day and night.
Sniping. Right and left Battalions report sniping active from HILL 60 direction. Our snipers
showed activity and claimed some hits.
Bombing. An enemy trench mortar battery of four guns is located at I.18.b.5.8. It is
thought that this is the battery that bombs the CULVERT and the north side. O.P. at
I.30.b.4.6 report hearing transport at 4.30 a.m. until 7.30 a.m. in S.E. direction. Steel plates or
girders were being unloaded at 9.30 a.m. The usual activity was noticed in the German front
and support trenches, new work being noticed at Wood at I.30.b.7.1. and in advanced trench
at I.30.b.3.5. At I.30.b.6.4. men were seen working and carrying corrugated iron. An
earthwork semi-circular in shape was noticed at this point, sandbags and loopholes were let in
a yard or two apart. The LOOP has been considerably strengthened, and is strongly wired.
A small party was seen carrying boards at J.19.c.3.6.
Patrols. A scout party of three men patrolling in front of B. posts "A", "B" and "C" Saps
while our Bombing Posts were being advanced were bombed by party of enemy on reaching
"B" Post in sap "B" causing 7 casualties amongst the patrol and garrison of Bombing Post.
Enemy's post was found to be not more than 20 yards from our post and no doubt owing to
the brightness of the moon our movements were observed. This post cannot be moved
further ahead until enemy is driven out of his position. It was impossible to advance
bombing post in Sap "A" until trench is dug under wire to admit passage without having to
leave trench.
A patrol was formed on instructions from Brigade Headquarters with the intention of taking a
German prisoner. One patrol under Lieut. Toole, a L/Cpl Rawlinson, riflemen and three
bombers left Sap "E" working to the left front. Another patrol under Lieut. Beaty, Cpl.
Guild riflemen and three bombers was left at the head of sap to act as support to either patrol.
Both patrols moved forward about 45 yards, and took cover, as we had reason to believe an
enemy patrol would pass one of these points. An enemy patrol had been observed on the
night of the 13th/14th moving in a Southerly direction, and it was decided to await this patrol
which was thought to pass this point nightly. The patrol was observed by Lieut. Toole's
patrol not long after reaching our positions. It was composed of 10 men advancing in single
file. The leading man was shot by Lieut. Toole, and at this signal the our party rushed
forward and bombed the enemy patrol, causing them five or six casualties. One of enemy's
body was dragged into sap "E" and stripped of all identifications, tunic, boots, equipment etc.
Further articles of identification could not be taken immediately after the action on account of
enemy firing a number of rifle grenades at the raiding parties, but a patrol was sent out at 1
a.m. to get further identifications, and brought in the effects of one dead German, other bodies



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 114

having been recovered by the Germans. Other patrols out along our frontage were hampered
by the bright moonlight and report little movement in enemy lines.
A patrol under L/Cpl Tew left Trench 60 at 11.30 p.m. proceeded up Old Front Line and
located enemy bombing post unoccupied. Numerous flares and bombs were lying around.
There was a small dugout with a loophole in it, evidently used by German snipers. O.P.
Centre Sub-sector report enemy first and second lines strongly wired with old and rusty
barbed wire. In second line directly opposite ST. PETERS STREET a large overhead cover
or roof of dugout was observed. Considerable movement in woods opposite our front was
also noticed. Quite a lot of timber was seen lying between enemy front and support lines.
Aircraft. Very active over the whole of our front.
Casualties. R.C.R. 1 O.R. kld. 2 O.R. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 1 O.R. kld. 42nd. Bn. 2 O.R. kld. 6
O.R. wdd. 49th. Bn. 3 O.R. kld. 5 O.R. wdd.
The 49th. Bn. are being relieved tonight by the P.P.C.L.I. according to O.O. no. 32 attached.
Appendix "B"

Sun, Jul 16, 1916 YPRES SALIENT. LEFT SECTOR, BELGIUM
Artillery. Enemy's artillery activity continues on our front and support trenches as well as on
the CULVERT. Some damage was done on trenches 68 and 70 and two casualties were
caused in trench 73 R.
M.G. and rifle fire. Machine gun fore active during the night particularly on left Bn. frontage.
No so active on other fronts.
Bombing. Lo rounds of Minenwerfer bombs were fired at junction of 49 and 50. Rifle
grenades were also fired at 11.45.p.m. and two bays were damaged and 10 casualties caused
owing to this grenade fire. Some rifle grenades fell between trenches WINNIPEG and
VANCOUVER near CRAB CRAWL but no damage was caused. Sniping. Activity from
the direction of Hill 60 was again noticeable. Between 4.30.a.m. and 9.30.a.m. work was seen
going on in enemy's lines at I.30.b.7.1. I.30.b.7.7. Movement was observed in enemy
trenches opposite our Bombing post on MT SORREL and enemy Bombing post appears to be
quite close to ours at I.30.c.7.8. Enemy could be seen driving stakes and revetting some 50
yds to the left of their Bombing post and some of enemy were seen looking over parapet and
appearing to discuss their views. Enemy's trench appears to be well wired. A number of
snipers plates were seen at I.30.c.7.8. to I.30.c.4½.7½
Wire in front of this trench appears to be poor and a working party was seen in trench all day.
At I.30.c.9.8. enemy has thrown large mounds of earth up on parados and planks were being
carries to I.30.c.6.7.
A large number of enemy were seen coming into line with rifle and packs near STIRLING
CASTLE Several parties of about 20 men were seen going out Arrangements were made with
11th Battery to fire shrapnel in bursts of 15 minutes interval at this point between 8.30 and
10.30.p.m. Train was heard in direction of STIRLING CASTLE at midnight. and a machine
gun was seen firing from this direction. At I.30.b.4.1. enemy was seen digging a new
portion of trench a little S.W. of his former position. Work appears to be about 100 yards in
length. Some large grey buildings with red roofs were seen at I.30.d.8.9. This is in the
village of KLEIN ZILLEBEKE and they appear to be used as stores houses. Small parties of
men have been seen passing this spot all day and towards evening groups of 20 or 30 men
were seen passing and heading for the trenches. These parties did not appear to be armed nor
carrying working tools.
A M.G. Emplacement was located at I.18.b.7.8. A large hole appears to have been dug at
I.30.18.b.1½.7. They apparently had to go down steps into the hole and on two of them re-
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appearing they were fired upon by our snipers and further movement was not observed during
the day.
A patrol under Lieut. Wood investigated the LOOP and found enemy occupied the western
edge and found to be throwing up numerous flares in direction of our Bombing post. Patrol
got to within 10 yds of LOOP when they had bombs thrown at them. Patrol then returned to
our lines. The patrol reports SANCTUARY WOOD very difficult to move in and
DUCKBOARD WALK is also badly smashed by shell fire. The APPENDIX was again
patrolled and found to be full of water and only way of draining is down our old front line to
stream which crosses it at trench 66. A party under Sergt. Jones left our sap and took up a
position at I.24.d.8.2. and remained here all day.
Congestion was noticed in enemy's trench at 10.30.p.m. and so they threw a number of bombs
and cylindrical sticks after which they retired to their own trenches. A relief is suspected as
having taken place as enemy appeared to be very nervous in vicinity of the LOOP about
midnight, Numerous flares being thrown up by the enemy. A small enemy working party in
front of ST. PETERS ST. was fired upon by a Lewis gun from the P.P.C.L.I.
Aircraft. Active in early morning. Three enemy planes were seen returning to their lines at
3.a.m. dropping flares, red and white as they passed over their own lines. At 7.45.p.m. enemy
planes circled round our lines and eventually were driven off by A.A. fire.
CASUALTIES :- 10, O.R. k'd 6 OR. wdd. Including Lieut. W.L. Murray, wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 3
OR. k'd and 8 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. k'd 3 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. 1 OR. wdd.

Mon, Jul 17, 1916 YPRES SALIENT. LEFT SECTOR, BELGIUM
Artillery. The enemy was fairly active with his artillery on the whole Brigade frontage.
TORR TOP VIGO& WINNIPEG STREETS, were shelled from an east by north direction
from 8.45. to 9.45.a.m. The CULVERT, WING HOUSE, LOVERS WALK, GORDON
HOUSE, CHINA WALL, YEOMANRY POST, HALFWAY HOUSE and trenches 66 to 68
R. were shelled throughout the day with H.E., 5.9.'s 4.2.'s 13, cm. and 77.mm. shells about
225 shells being fired. Slight damage was caused to trenches 66 to 68R. and a direct hit was
obtained on a dug-out in the communication trench.
Machine gun and rifle fire. Very active on the night of 16th from direction of the BIRD
CAGE AND HILL 60. enfilading the front line and sweeping the ground in rear.
Sniping. Fairly active during the day coming from the direction of HILL 60. Our snipers were
also busy whenever targets presented themselves. Rifle fire also became active at 1.15.a.m. on
the centre Bn. frontage.
Bombing. Very active throughout the early morning. Rifle grenade fire became active at
1.15.a.m. in connection with the rifle fire. This fire was directed on a working party of ours
connecting up saps between trenches 58 and 59. the party being forced to come in. One
noticeable feature of this fire was the absence of Machine gun fire as a working party affords
excellent target for M.G. fire, and it is thought that possibly this was on account of a M.G.
relief. The right Bn. report rifle grenade fire very active as well as trench mortar fire. This
fire was sent in salvos of two's at 5 minutes intervals. No direct hits obtained by trench
mortars but rifle grenade fire more accurate landing in trench three bays to right of
communication trench leading to right Bn. Enemy appears to be using new type of T. mortar.
Patrols. A patrol under Capt Stewart (P.P.C.L.I.) left our front line at I.30.b.2.4½. and
reached a trench known as GREEN JACKET RIDE supposed to be held by the enemy. This
trench was entered and followed for about 125 yds. Trench reported in fairly good shape and
8 deep dugouts were discovered in it. A trench leading to enemy front line from this trench
from approx. I.30.b.3.4½ to I.30.b.5.2½ is in excellent condition. The officer suggests that this
be held by at least a series of bombing posts and trench incorporated with our front line. Saps
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D. & E were investigated and for night operation 17th/18th. and [inserted: It is] suggested that
Bombing post be pushed forward some 20 yds to junction of two trenches. Tracks were seen
in this vicinity which indicates that it had been recently visited by enemy.
Sap "D" was also investigated and a suitable place for a bombing post to be established was
found 30 yds in advance of our present post. This would be in a shell hole at the foot of a tree.
This is within 25 yds of enemy's sap and 35 yds of his front line. A man was seen coming up
their sap and immediately afterwards a flare was sent up. A and B saps were investigated but
only vague reports were obtainable. Sap A runs from our front line some 45 yds.
Another patrol under Lieut. Woods left our Bombing post in GOUROCK RD, passed
CHARING CROSS to about 20 yds from enemy B. post in GOUROCK RD on west side of
the LOOP. Enemy found to occupy posts in south end of LOOP and in GOUROCK RD and
along west side of the LOOP. As the patrol passed I.18.d.7.3.a stick with a handkerchief tied
to it was found. No enemy patrols encountered
Enemy threw numerous bombs of from his advanced B. post in GOUROCK RD in the
direction of WARRINGTON AVE. Trenches and works. A large number of sniping plates
was observed in enemy's lines and much work was going on in trenches opposite our 53, 54
and 55. This party was fired on by Lewis gun and they evidently stopped work then. An
enemy wiring party was seen in a half right direction from sap "E”, but they soon disappeared.
New trench was observed in CLONMEL COPSE, this was seen from trench 56. Another
working party was seen carrying planks from direction of STIRLING CASTLE towards
MENIN ROAD at 5.45.a.m.
Loaded trollies were being pushed along tramway at J.19.b. (GREEN JACKET RIDE). They
were loaded with boxes and timber and sandbags. At 11.50.a.m. an officer was seen taking
bearings from J.13.c.6.2. on some object N. of MENIN ROAD. He was sniped at and stopped
his observations.
Enemy were shelling our front line during the morning and seemed to withdraw from his own
trenches in fear of retaliation and apparently took deep shelter. No working parties were seen
during the a.m. and no movements observed. Two machine gun emplacements appear to be on
the SANCTUARY WOOD side of the LOOP facing Hill 62. there also appears to be an
emplacement about 20° yds north of the LOOP, this latter emplacement appears to be
constructed on the BLOCK HOUSE principle, the other two emplacements being merely
breaks in the parapet and screened and covered overhead with sandbags. Earth works are
under construction which enemy are trying to conceal at J.19.a.4.4. This work is in the
parados of his front line and is screened with small logs and covered with fresh green shrubs.
6 Germans were seen at J.19.c.3.8. wearing grey sweaters and caps similar to our royal F.
Corps caps. They were walking up and down a shallow trench. At J.19.a.1.1. what appears to
be a 30 ft. periscope fixed to a tree was seen, and the operator is thought to be dug in around
the roots of the tree. The F.O.O. was informed and a close watch is being kept on this object.
CASUALTIES : - R.C.R. 1 OR. wdd. P.P.C.L.I. 4 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. wdd. 49th Bn.
4 Or. wdd.

Tue, Jul 18, 1916 YPRES SALIENT. LEFT SECTOR, BELGIUM
Artillery: - 30 rounds of shrapnel over Right Battalion trenches, and 5 rounds registered on
STAFFORD STREET. At 1.20 pm. 20 rounds H.E. on Trench 74. 7 pm. 30 rounds of 77
mm. on Trenches 68 to 71 R. No damage resulted. Our 4.5 Howitzer Battery opened on
enemy transport beyond BODMIN COPSE.
Machine Gun and Rifle Fire less active than usual.
Bombing. A few rifle grenades and light trench mortar bombs at long intervals throughout the
day on Right Battalion frontage. The only other bombing was in retaliation to our bombing
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party when enemy threw a large number of bombs, consisting of hand grenades, trench
mortars, and minenwerfers.
Sniping. An enemy sniper was located at J.19.c.3.5. Sniping on the whole was less active than
on previous days.
Patrols. Patrol established a block some 20 yards in advance of old Block in Sap "E", bringing
it to within 35 yards of enemy's wire. This wire is what enemy was working on on night of
16th/17th. Party of 4 remained just this side of enemy's wire from 9.45 pm. to 1.30 am.,
withdrawing when the block had been completed. Enemy was heard at work just beyond his
wires. A patrol of two officers and two men went out from DAVIDSON STREET to GREEN
JACKET RIDE, establishing two blocks beyond this trench, and garrisoning same.
DAVIDSON STREET was partly cleaned and the Sap running to the other block is to be
cleaned tonight. A party of the enemy was encountered near block on the left, marked “X”.
One bomb was thrown by party, and enemy then disappeared. Believe one man was
wounded.
The Raiding Party from the R.C.R.’s (Left Sub-Sector) composed of 4 officers and 50 men,
one Stokes Gun and crew, took up positions in Bombing Post in GOUROCK ROAD at 10.30
p.m. Lieut. Wood and five scouts went forward and proceeded to cut enemy’s wire. After 1½
hours work Lieut. Wood came to the conclusion wire could not be cut in one night. During
this time two enemy patrols passed inside his own wire and a part of fifty could be heard at
work in trench some fifteen yards away. At midnight Lieut. Wood noticed 20 of our raiding
party advancing about 100 yards away. It was very bright and wire could not be cut before
daylight, so he sent two scouts back to stop this party and with instructions for Stokes Gun to
open fire immediately after the advanced scouting party had bombed the enemy working in
trench. This bombing enterprise was decided upon on account of the main objective not
being carried out, owing to the fact that the wire could not be cut before daylight. The party
returned without casualties.
At 2.30 am. Our Artillery put about 80 rounds of shrapnel over the LOOP and immediately
North thereof.
A party of 35 under Capt. Grafftey and Lieut. Mathewson successfully placed a barricade
some 40 yards in advance of CRAB CRAWL. Barricade consists of sandbag parapet about
2½ feet high and 30 feet long, and a shallow trench about 1½ feet deep. No wire was placed
round this barricade. Sgt. Jones and seven others left communication trench in front of
Trench 58, advancing to enemy’s wire. This cut and disarranged as much as possible over
about 60 feet frontage. When the cutting was completed the wire was roped and party retired
to our own trenches until barricade was complete. The signal was then given, and the wire
pulled to our wire.
This caused considerable excitement amongst the enemy, causing him to fire numerous flares
and rifle grenades as well as hand grenades. We, however, suffered no casualties. In
communication trench opposite Trench 66 enemy was found to have listening post behind the
wire. Not wishing to repeat the previous operation the listening post was attacked by our
bombers,. A party under Lieut. Birks continued work on our Sap in front of Trenches 58 and
59, when they were recalled by the Engineer in charge.
Enemy continues to work on whole of front and support lines opposite our Brigade frontage.
Sniping plates have been installed in trench opposite Trench 50, and new work is noticeable
opposite Trenches 52 to 55. 4 loopholes were also noticed at J.19.c.½.3. Machine Gun
emplacement at J.19.c.1.4., and a sniper was located at J.19.c.3.5. The bearing of new trench
in CLONMEL COPSE was found to be 132 degrees, and not 162 as previously reported from
centre of Trench 56.
Aircraft. At 11.am. 1 enemy plane over Centre Sub-sector was fired upon by Machine Guns.
Left Battalion report aeroplanes over their lines at 9 am. 3.25 pm. And 7.10 pm. Circling
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supports, ZOUAVE WOOD, and YEOMANRY POST. On of these planes dropped four
white flares at intervals of ten minutes. An observation balloon was seen opposite Trench 56
at noon, and again at 7.30 pm. Being drawn down at 8.45 pm.
CASUALTIES:- P.P.C.L.I. 1 kld, 7 O.R. wdd 49th. Bn. 2 O.R. wdd.

Wed, Jul 19, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR, YPRES SALIENT, BELGIUM
ARTILLERY.
Considerable artillery activity was displayed by the enemy. Trenches 63 to 68 and
YEOMANRY POST were shelled between 2.a.m. and 5.a.m. with 25 13.cm. shells but no
damage was caused. Between 5.a.m. and 6.a.m. Vicinity of the CULVERT and trenches 48-
49 and 53-54 were shelled with 13. and 15 cm. shells and some 77.mm. but no damage
resulted. A few shrapnel over trenches 48-49 about 5.30.a.m. DORMY HOUSE AND
ZILLEBEKE STREET were shelled about 11.30.a.m. with a few 77.mm.
BOMBING. Enemy showed considerable activity with both light and heavy trench mortars
on our right Battalion frontage (P.P.C.L.I.) between 8.30.p.m. and 10.p.m. particularly severe
damage was done to trenches 48-51 and saps leading from our trenches on our frontage. A
number of casualties were caused. An attempt was made by the enemy immediately after the
bombardment to attack over this frontage but he was driven back to his trenches before
reaching our trenches with rifle and machine gun fire as well as by our retaliation by our own
artillery. Enemy also fired an large number of aerial torpedoes at trench 59. The enemy also
fired a few rifle grenades, trench mortar bombs and hand grenades after our occupation of
STEWART TRENCH.
MACHINE GUN & RIFLE FIRE. Right Bn. report moderate activity. Observatory Rd was
swept at intervals during the night. (RUDKIN HOUSE to VALLEY COTTAGES). Centre
Bn. report M.G. fire more active than previously, but it is thought that enemy has removed
some machine guns from this frontage as rifle appears to be increasing. Right Bn. report
M.G. fire active.
SNIPING. Sniping very active. Hill 60 is particularly troublesome in this respect.
PATROLS. A patrol from Sap "F" and STEWART STREET (new trench front of 53)
established a block about I.30.b.3.3½. thus taking over about 40 yards more trench to right to
right of position occupied yesterday.
A patrol from Sap in Trench 58 encountered enemy Listening Post established in his
advanced wire. Some bombs were thrown. The patrol then returned having had Cpl. Mavor
slightly wounded by fragment of enemy bomb.
A patrol from the left Battalion covered ground between GOUROCK ROAD and LOOP and
discovered enemy working party in advanced post on GOUROCK ROAD. A second patrol
from trench 58 patrolled ZOUAVE WOOD to I.18.b.9.9½., south along enemy's wire and
where enemy's working party was heard. A third patrol covered ground from CULVERT to
GRAFTON STREET, FORESTER LANE and thence to Old Post 7. An enemy working party
was seen at I.18.b.9.8. composed of about 25 or 30 men.
Observation Post in trench 53. Six men were seen at 5.30 am. with scythes and rakes near
row of trees location south east of O.P. and to left of SHREWSBURY WOOD. At 10.15 am.
2 of enemy were observed looking over parapet, 1 evidently being an officer. Our snipers
fired on these men, and they immediately disappeared.
Enemy was observed working opposite Sap 6, and was stopped by our bombers. Enemy were
seen working on his trenches both front and support over the whole of our frontage.
Aircraft. Our Centre Battalion report three enemy planes over their frontage between noon
and dusk apparently observing.
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Observation Balloons were seen at the following magnetic bearings from VALLEY
COTTAGES:- 153°, 127°, 103°, 249°, and 232°. From CRAB CRAWL and Trench 56 146°,
160°, 125°, and from ST. PETERS STREET and Trench 56 90° and 135°.
General. Our Centre Battalion Colt Guns were active in bursts of indirect fire on STIRLING
CASTLE.
On the night of the 19th/20th 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will be relieved by the 8th.
Canadian Infantry Brigade according to Operation Order No. 34 attached herewith and
marked Appendix "D".
Casualties:- P.P.C.L.I. 5 kld, 5 wdd. This includes 2 O.R. missing believed kld, 5 O.R. shell
shocked. 42nd. Battalion 4 O.R. wdd.
See Appendix "D"

Thu, Jul 20, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, LEFT SECTOR - YPRES
SALIENT, BELGIUM
Fine.
The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalion on completion of relief remained in YPRES at the
INFANTRY BARRACKS and CAVALRY BARRACKS respectively. The R.C.R's and
42nd.Battalion carried on in Rest Billets at "A" and "B" Camps. Inspections were carried out
during the morning. Little was done in the afternoon as the Brigadier-General wished the
troops to receive as much rest as possible after the strenuous times experienced in the trenches
during the last two tours.

Fri, Jul 21, 1916 HOOGE SECTOR TRENCHES, LEFT SECTOR - YPRES
SALIENT, BELGIUM
The R.C.R. carried on during the morning and afternoon with physical training and Bayonet
exercise for the more backwards recruits and soldiers. At 10.15.a.m. an N.C.O's class for
examination purposes was held for finding out those that were fitted for further promotion.
The 42nd. Bn. Held squad, platoon and company drill during the a.m. and the afternoon was
to be taken up with either drill or route march. Rifles were inspected by the Armourer Sergt.
The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Bn. furnished working parties for the 8th Brigade repairing and
regaining trenches damaged during the recent fighting and damage caused by the recent
bombardments.
Fine.
The 7th Can. Machine Gun Coy carried on during the day with physical drill, lectures,
cleaning of M.G. Belts and refilling. The Signal Section practiced in sending and receiving
messages. An inspection of gas helmets – lecture by an Officer on "GAS".
The Brigade Bomb School had – lecture on bombs, throwing live bombs, bayonet exercise
etc. On the evening of the 21st. Three members of the Canadian Parliament made a tour of the
Bde. Billets and then proceeded to YPRES to the H.Q. of the 8th. Bde. The names of the party
are as follows :- Senator Ross, The Hon. Mr Stokes, and the Hon. Mr Armstrong.

Sat, Jul 22, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS” A"& "B", FRANCE
Fine & dull.
The R.C.R. supplied 2 officers and 50 men for Divn. Eng. School for sapping instruction.
Physical training and bayonet fighting during a.m. Afternoon rest. Specialists work under
N.C.O's – Baths.
P.P.C.L.I. Infantry drill, trench cleaning practice and bomb throwing.
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42nd Battalion. Supplied 2 Officers and 50 men for Divn. Eng. School for sapping instruction.
Squad. platoon, and Company drill. Physical exercise. Afternoon Baths.
49th Battalion. Inspection & drill. Trench Clearing.
TRENCH MORTAR'S Physical training, rifle inspection, gun drill and bomb throwing –
battery drill. including building of emplacements, live and dummy bombs.
x. Casualties :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. kld. 49th Bn. 2 OR. wdd.

Sun, Jul 23, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS” A"& "B", FRANCE
Fine – dull.
R.C.R. Cleaning up Camp – move to STEENVOORDE about 1.p.m.) See O.O. No.35. for
particulars.
42nd Battalion. Ditto Ditto. ) See O.O. No.35. for
particulars.
Trench Mortars. Physical training, rifle inspection – Church Parade.
Machine Gun Company. Test in mechanism – test in elementary gun drill.- strip[inserted:
p]ing and cleaning guns.
Bombers. 2 Platoons move[inserted: d] to STEENVOORDE – 2 Platoons held rifle inspection
– and drill.
Appendix "E'

Mon, Jul 24, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS” A"& "B", FRANCE
The R.C.R. and 42nd Battalions carried on in Billets in the STEENVOORDE area. On the
evening of the 24th/25th further reliefs took place the 49th Can. Bn. moving from the
INFANTRY BARRACKS, YPRES to "A" Camp. Two sections of the 7th Can. M.G. Coy and
the 7th Bde. Wiring Party also moved from YPRES being relieved by the respective units of
the 9th Brigade.
See Appendix "E"

Tue, Jul 25, 1916 REST BILLETS, CAMPS” A"& "B", FRANCE
Dull.
Further reliefs were carried out on this date. The 49th Bn. on relief by the 43rd Bn. (9th Bde)
moved into rest Billets in the STEENVOORDE area. Two sections of the 7th Can. M.G. Coy.
The 7th Brigade wiring Party and the Headquarters 7th Bde. all moved into the
STEENVOORDE area on relief by the respective Units of the 9th Brigade according to O.O.
No.35. attached and marked Appendix "E".
On the night of the 25th/26th the P.P.C.L.I. were relieved in YPRES by the 58th Battalion and
moved into Camp "B", the Battalion moving by train from the ASYLUM.
x. On this date Brigadier General A.C. Macdonell was granted 8 days special leave to
England. Colonel Griesbach (49th Bn. being acting Brig. in his absence.

Wed, Jul 26, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE AREA, FRANCE
The Units already in REST BILLETS carried on throughout the day with their customary
training while the P.P.C.L.I. on relief by the 60th Battalion about 1.p.m. moved by march
route into rest billets as also the 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery, this completing the relief of
the Brigade.
See Appen. "E"
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Thu, Jul 27, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE AREA, FRANCE
During the morning the Royal Canadian Regiment was inspected by Lt. Gen. Hon. Sir J.H.G.
Byng, K.C.B. etc. and Major Gen. Lipsett, Corps and Divisional Commanders accompanied
by Acting Brig. General Griesbach and other members of the 7th Brigade staff. At the
conclusion of the inspection Gen. Byng complimented the Battalion on their smart
appearance. At the conclusion of this inspection the General then inspected the Transports of
the whole Brigade when he expressed himself as being particularly pleased with the smart and
well kept turn outs.
Capt. G.C. McDonald on this date was appointed officially as Staff Capt. to the 7th Brigade
taking the place of Major Critchley who has been appointed to the General Staff, 3rd Can.
Division. During the morning the P.P.C.L.I. held an inspection of arms, gas helmets, iron
rations etc.
The 42nd Bn. Held squad, platoon and Company drill – bayonet fighting, bomb throwing and
rifle practice during the morning. The afternoon being taken up with route march.
49th Bn. Close order drill, musketry and bombing during the morning. The afternoon being
taken up with half the Battalion on route march and half of the Battalion on open order drill
and practice attack.
The Machine Gun Coy, Brigade Bombers and Bde wirers all carried on instruction in their
own particular branch of training.

Fri, Jul 28, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE AREA, FRANCE
Fine & Warm.
R.C.R. During the morning Arm, squad, platoon and Company drill was undertaken, the
afternoon being taken up with drill or route march.
P.P.C.L.I. Close and open order drill, Gas helmet drill under N.C.O's. Bombing instruction
from Bn. Bombers and bayonet fighting.
42nd Battalion. Arm, squad, platoon and Company drill – bayonet fighting, bomb throwing
and rifle practice. Afternoon being taken up with drill or route march.
49th Battalion. Physical and squad drill. (Scouts and snipers) Bomb throwing, Map reading,
Field sketching and observing. The afternoon was taken up with either drill or route March.
7th Can. M.G. Coy. Physical Drill. Mechanism and stoppages, lecture on range finding,
Signalling and N.C.O.'s parade.
7th Can. T. M. Battery. Practice in building emplacements and sighting. Building emp. and
practical illustrations of tactical use of stokes guns.

Sat, Jul 29, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE AREA, FRANCE
Fine & Warm.
The Brigade on this date carried out a Brigade Route march starting from Cross roads
Q.14.a.2.8. at 10.a.m. and following a route to Q.23.c.3.3. and then to Cross roads at
Q.11.d.6.2. and from there by nearest route to Billets. The first line transport of the Battalions
followed in the rear of each Unit, the 7th Brigade transport also taking part.
The 7th Canadian T.M. Battery carried on with emplacement building and registering by 6
stokes guns on a stretch of trench instead of taking part in the route march.
The Brigadier General on this date returned from special leave of absence to England Colonel
Griesbach, acting Brig. General returning to his Battalion (49th).
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Sun, Jul 30, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE, FRANCE
Very hot.
(SUNDAY) The Battalions held the customary Church Services and at 11.a.m. a Brigade
parade was held for the purpose of presenting medal ribbons to the Officers, N.C.O's and men
who had won decorations in the fighting on the 2nd and 3rd June and since. The presentations
were made by Brig. General A.C. Macdonell, C.M.G. D.S.O. At the conclusion of the
presentations the General made a short complimentary speech, and at the conclusion of the
parade the honour men marched in front of their respective Units.
The Generals of the Corp, Division, and Brigade along with other members of the Staff
attended a Stokes Bombing demonstration in the afternoon. A small stretch of trench being
fired upon by the stokes guns and the wire successfully cut etc. During this demonstration
Major Foster, Brigade Major 7th Can. Infantry Brigade was unfortunate in getting wounded
from a stray fragment from one of the stokes bombs inflicting a wound in the right leg above
the knee.

Mon, Jul 31, 1916 REST BILLETS STEENVOORDE AREA, FRANCE
In accordance with O. Order No.36. the R.C.R., 42nd Battalion and 7th Can. M. G. Company
moved into Divisional Reserve at Camps "A" and "B" relieving the 1st and 4th C.M.R's of the
8th Brigade who moved into billets of the relieving Battalions.
The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions remained in billets and carried on with drill and
inspections. The P.P.C.L.I. in the morning were inspected by General Sir, J.H.G. Byng, of the
Can. Corps and Major General Lipsett of the 3rd Canadian Division along with members of
the 7th Brigade.
A thorough inspection was made of both Battalion, Transport and all details at the conclusion
of which General Byng stated he was satisfied with the Battalion but spoke particularly highly
of the Battalion Transport.

[Signed] A.C. Macdonell Brig. General
Commanding 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade,

"A"

SECRET.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE COPY NO...17...

OPERATION ORDER NO. 31.
--------------------------

1. The 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade will relieve the 9th Canadian Infantry Brigade and
the 1st Canadian Infantry Brigade on the nights of 10th/11th in accordance with the
attached Table.

2. The O.C. 7th Can. Machine Gun Company will make the necessary arrangements for
the relief of the Machine Guns on the nights previous to the relief of the sector
[inserted: s].
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3. The O.C. 7th Can. Trench Mortar Battery will arrange for the releif of the Trench
Mortars on the nights previous to the relief of the sectors.

4. Lewis Guns and Bombers will be relieved under Regimental arrangements.

5. Battalions moving into the trenches will send Officers and a small party to take over.
The Officers will be responsible that the trenches taken over are in a sanitary condition
and should give a receipt to the outgoing Unit to that effect.
Trench Stores, Log Books, Trench Maps, Photographs and Defence Schemes,
information and programme of work will be handed over. Receipts in triplicate should
be taken and should also state that the area taken over is in a sanitary condition. One
receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

6. All details of relief will be arranged between the Battalions concerned.

7. Completion of relief will be reported to Brigade Headquarters at the RAMPARTS.

[Signed] AHB. Foster.
Major,

Brigade Major,
7.7.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

Copy No 1 issued to R.C.R.
2 P.P.C.L.I.
3 42nd Battalion.
4 49th Battalion.
5 7th Can. M.G. Company.
6 7th Can. Trench M. Battery.
7 7th Bde. Signals.
8 7th Bde. Transport Officer.
9,10 & 11 3rd Canadian Division.
12 1st Can. Infantry Bde.
13 9th Can. Infantry Brigade.
14 & 15 File.
16,17 & 18 War Diary.
20 60th Brigade.
21. 61st Brigade.

_____________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE.

_____________________________________________________________
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"B"

SECRET.
-----------

OPERATION ORDER NO.32.

7TH CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE

REFERENCE MAPS.
1/10,000 Secret Trench Map.
1/40,000 Sheet No.28.

1. RELIEF.
The P.P.C.L.I. will relieve the 49th Edmonton Battalion on the night of the

15th/16th in the right Sub-sector.

2. LEWIS GUNS & BOMBERS.

Lewis Guns and Bombers will be relieved under Regimental arrangements.

3. TRENCH STORES & SANITATION.

Battalion moving into Trenches or from Billets will send officers and a small
party in advance to take over. The Officers will be responsible that the Trenches or
Billets taken over are in a sanitary condition and should give a receipt to the outgoing
Unit to that effect.

Trench Stores, Log Books, Trench Maps, Photographs and Defence Schemes,
information and programme of Work will be handed over. Receipts in triplicate should
be taken and should state that the area taken over is in a sanitary condition. One receipt
should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

4. All details of relief will be arranged between the Battalions concerned.

5. Completion of relief will be reported to Brigade Headquarters by wire.

6. Acknowledge receipt by wire.

[Signed] AHB. Fuller.
Major,

Brigade Major,
13.7.16. 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade.

L.

Copies issued to : -

1 to 3. 3rd Can. Division.
4. R.C.R.
5. P.P.C.L.I.
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6. 42nd Battalion.
7. 49th Battalion.
8. 7th Can. M.G. Coy.
9. 7th Can. T.M. Battery.

10. 3rd Can. Infantry Bde.
11. Right Group Artillery.
12. 7th F.C.O. Engineers.
13. 8th F.C.O. Do
14. 8th F.C.O. Do.

15-16. File.
17,18 & 19. War Diary.

____________________________________________________________

"C"

OPERATION ORDER NO.33. SECRET

BY Copy No.1.2....

BRIG. GENERAL A.C. MACDONELL, C.M.G. D.S.O.

Commanding 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade in the Field.

INFORMATION.
1. Reliable information indicates that the enemy is withdrawing troops from
the front of the YPRES Salient.

At an early date a portion of the Canadian Corps will attack the enemy's
trenches from (MOUNT SORREL (I. 30.c) to North side of YPRES-MENIN
Road (I.18.b). The particular objective considered most important to gain
being the BIRDCAGE in J.19.a – J.13.c., and the high ground in rear.

The date set for the attack and the actual frontage and objective will be
notified later, meantime all preparations should be completed within one week
of date of issue of this order.

INTENTION.
2. To give effect to the above by each Battalion in the Brigade carrying out
the following preparations.

RIGHT
SECTOR. A. MOUNT SORREL – all saps must be pushed forward and our line
P.P.C.L.I. advanced and consolidated. On night 17th/18th July, O.C. P.P.C.L.I. will make

arrangements for Bombing Parties from each sap, supported by Mills Rifle
Grenades and Stokes Guns, to push forward, gain and consolidate as much
ground and enemy's saps as possible.
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The P.P.C.L.I. will thoroughly scout and assist in pushing saps forward in
52, 53 and 54 embodying the German sap in our Front Line System, drive in all
German Patrols and Bombing Posts

CENTRE
SECTOR. B. Do the necessary scouting and assist in pushing forward saps in front of 57,
42ND. BN. 58 and 59, join and consolidate, make a raid on the German line opposite their
(R.H.C) front to secure identification on night of 17th/18th July.

Cooperate with O.C. R.C.R. in operation against the LOOP, if asked by
O.C. R.C.R.

LEFT
SECTOR. C. Raid LOOP on night 17th/ 18th July if East side is not too strongly wired
R.C.R. and operation likely to prove too costly.

In that case block North and South ends and work on West side, improving
it to use as Assembly Point. Another party to enter APPENDIX and reclaim it
as an Assembly Point. These parties to withdraw during the day and work at
night. Parties to work on GOUROCK ROAD, GORDON ROAD, CHARING
CROSS and reclaim them as communication trenches.

Trench running round outer edge of ZOUAVE WOOD to be reclaimed.

3. During these preparations for the attack is important that our Patrols clear
the enemy out of all his listening post and bombing posts.

REPORTS. 4. Os.C. R.C.R. P.P.C.L.I. and 42nd. Battalion will submit their plans for the
above-mentioned work without delay.

5. Acknowledge receipt by wire.

(Signed) A.H.B. Foster.
Major.

Brigade Major.
16.7.16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Bde.

Copy No. 1.)
2.) 3rd Canadian Division.
3.)
4. R.C.R.
5. P.P.C.L.I.
6. 42nd. Battalion.
7. 49th. Battalion.
8. 7th. Can. M.G. Coy.
9. 7th. Can. T.M. Bty.

10.)
11.) War Diary.
12.)

13.)
14.) File.
15.)
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"D"

SECRET.

COPY NO...7..

OPERATION ORDER NO.34.

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

1. The 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will be relieved by the 8th. Canadian Infantry
Brigade on the nights of the 18th/19th. and 19th. / 20th. in accordance with the
attached Table.

2. Lewis Guns and Bombers will be relieved under Regimental Arrangements.

3. The Battalions moving into Camps and Billets will sent Officers and a small advance
party to take over. The officers will be responsible that the Billets taken over are in a
sanitary condition and should give a receipt to the outgoing Unit to that effect.

4. Trench Stores, Log Books, Trench Maps, Photographs and Defence Schemes,
information and Programme of work will be handed over.
Receipts in triplicate should be taken and should also state that the trenches taken over
are in a sanitary condition. One receipt should be forwarded to Brigade Headquarters.

5. All details of relief will be arranged between the Battalions concerned.

6. Completion of reliefs will be reported to Brigade Headquarters.

(Signed) A.H.B. Fuller.
Major,

Brigade Major,
17.7.16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Bde.

B.

Copies issued to:-

No.1, 2 & 3. 3rd. Canadian Division.
4. R.C.R.
5. P.P.C.L.I.
6. 42nd. Battalion.
7. 49th. Battalion.
8. 7th. Birgade M.G. Coy.
9. 7th. Canadian T.M. Bty.

10. 7th. Brigade Transport Officer.



The CEF Study Group War Diary Project http://www.cefresearch.com/phpBB2/index.php 128

11. 7th. Brigade Signals.
12. 61st. Brigade.
13. 3rd. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
14. 7th. Field Coy. C.E.
15. 8th. Field Coy. C.E.
16. 9th. Field Coy. R.E.
17.)
18.) War Diary.
19.)
20. File.

_____________________________________________________________

RELIEF TABLE.

______________________________________________________________

"E"

SECRET.

OPERATION ORDER NO.35. Copy No..14....

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.
----------------------------------------------------

1. Moves and reliefs will be carried out in accordance with attached table.

2. Details will be arranged direct by Battalions concerned.

3. Applications for trains and extra Transport will be made to the Staff Captain,
7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.

4. The G.O.C. 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will take over Command of the
Brigade in Divisional Reserve from the G.O.C. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade in
arrival in Camp "A".

5. Completion of all reliefs and time of arrival in Billets will be at once reported
to Brigade Headquarters.

6. Acknowledge.

(Signed) A.H.B. Fuller.
Major,

Brigade Major,
21.7.16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Bde.
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Copies issued to:-

Nos.1, 2 and 3, - 3rd. Canadian Division.
4, - R.C.R.
5, - P.P.C.L.I.
6, - 42nd. Battalion.
7, - 49th. Battalion.
8, - 7th. Canadian Machine Gun Company.
9, - 7th. Canadian Trench Mortar Battery.

10, - 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
11, - 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
12)
13) - War Diary.
14)
15) - Office.
16)

______________________________________________________________

MOVE TABLE

_______________________________________________________________

"F"

SECRET.

Copy No...20......

7TH. CANADIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE.

OPERATION ORDER NO.36.

1. Moves and relieves will be carried out as in attached schedule.

2. Details will be arranged direct between the Battalions concerned.

3. Times of trains will be notified later.

4. (a) The G.O.C. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will take over the Command of the
Brigade in Divisional Reserve from the G.O.C. 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade, on
arrival in Camp "A" on the 2nd. August 1916.

(b) The G.O.C. 7th. Canadian Infantry Brigade will take over Command of the
Forward Brigade Area from the G.O.C. 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade on completion
of the relief on the night of the 4th/5th. August 1916.
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5. Completion of all moves and reliefs will be at once reported to Brigade
Headquarters.

6. Acknowledge.

(Signed) A.H.B. Fuller.
Major,

Brigade Major,
30.7.16. 7th. Canadian Infantry Bde.

B.

Copies issued to:-

Nos.1, 2, & 3 - 3rd. Canadian Division.
4 - R.C.R.
5 - P.P.C.L.I.
6 - 42nd. Battalion.
7 - 49th. Battalion.
8 - 7th. Canadian M. G. Coy.
9 - 7th. Canadian T. M. Battery.

10 - 7th.Brigade signals.
11 - Town Major, STEENVOORDE.
12 - 8th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
13 - 9th. Canadian Infantry Brigade.
14 - No.2 Coy. 3rd. Divisional Train.
15 - 7th. Field Coy. C.E.
16 - 8th. do do
17 - 9th. do do

18, 19 and 20 - War Diary
21 - Office.
22 - Office.

__________________________________________________________________

MOVE TABLE

MOVE TABLE. (Cont’d)

__________________________________________________________________
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Tue, Aug 1, 1916 DIVISIONAL RESERVE, CAMPS "A" & "B", BELGIUM &
FRANCE
Fine & Warm.
Further relief of the 8th Canadian Infantry Brigade took place. The 7th Can. Trench Mortar
B'y relieving the 8th Can. T.M. B'y at H.19.a.5.5.
The P.P.C.L.I. and 49th Battalions remained down in the STEENVOORDE area and carried
on with the usual training, practising Platoon, Company and squad drills as well as attacks in
open and close order.
On the night of the 1st/2nd the R.C.R. Bn. moving from Camp "B" by train route to YPRES
relieved the 5th C.M.R's in the INFANTRY BARRACKS. Half of the 7th Can. M.G.
Company relieved the corresponding half of the 8th Can. M.G. Coy in the reserve trenches
(left Sub-sector) YPRES SALIENT. All reliefs successfully completed.

Wed, Aug 2, 1916 DIVISIONAL RESERVE, CAMPS "A" & "B", BELGIUM &
FRANCE
Fine & Warm.
A continuation of the relief of the 8th Bde. was carried out to-day. The 49th Can. Bn. moving
by march route from STEENVOORDE area into Camp "B" relieving the 5th C.M.R's who
moved back to STEENVOORDE district. The Headquarters of the 7th Bde. also relieved the
H.Qrs. of the 8th Bde in "A" Camp the 8th Bde. taking over out H.Qrs. in STEENVOORDE.
On the night of the 2nd/3rd the 42nd Battalion in Camp "A" went via train route to YPRES
and relieved the 2nd C.M.R's in the CAVALRY BARRACKS. The second half of the 7th
C.M.G. Coy relieved that of the 8th Bde. in the trenches, thus completing the relief of the
M.G. Company. The P.P.C.L.I. remained down in rest billets in the vicinity of
STEENVOORDE carrying on with further training.

Thu, Aug 3, 1916 DIVISIONAL RESERVE, CAMPS "A" & "B", BELGIUM &
FRANCE
Fine & Warm.
The P.P.C.L.I. moved into Camp "A" by march route from STEENVOORDE relieving the
2nd C.M.R's who moved into billets of the relieving Bn. The night of the 3rd/4th saw further
reliefs taking place. The R.C.R's in Infantry Barracks, YPRES took up their position in the
front trenches, left sector, relieving the 52nd Bn. 9th Bde. The 49th Bn. Camp "B" moved into
ZILLEBEKE BUND by march route relieving the 60th Bn. 9th Bde,
CASUALTIES :- The R.C.R. had 1. OR. killed and 3.OR. wounded.

Fri, Aug 4, 1916 DIVISIONAL RESERVE, CAMPS "A" & "B", BELGIUM &
FRANCE
FINE & WARM.
Completion of the relief of the 9th Brigade was carried out on the night of the 4th/5th. The
42nd Battalion moved from YPRES into the centre sub-sector, the 49th Battalion from
ZILLEBEKE BUND into the right sub-sector; the P.P.C.L.I. moving from Camp "A" by train
to YPRES relieved the 49th Bn. (7th Bde) in ZILLEBEKE BUND and the 7th Bde. H.Qrs of
the 9th Bde. in the YPRES RAMPARTS.

Sat, Aug 5, 1916 LEFT SECTOR YPRES SALIENT, FLANDERS, BELGIUM
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FINE & WARM.
Artillery. There was little artillery activity throughout the day, on either side. The enemy
shelled the CULVERT, trenches 68 and 72 and I.17.d.4½.½ with 15.cm.and 77.mm. but did
practically no damage.
Rifle and machine gun fire was very quiet. Flares. Normal. Bombing. Enemy trench mortars
were active on our right Bn. (49th) frontage from 12.midnight to 1.30.a.m. No damage was
however reported. The firing came from the direction of I.30.c.3.2.
Patrols. from the 42nd and 49th Battalion were out and report enemy very quiet and no enemy
patrols encountered. A patrol from the R.C.R. left Bombing Post in GOUROCK RD and
found our old trench 64S. and CHARING CROSS unoccupied. They went east towards
enemy lines and were seen by enemy who fired a number of flares and then threw some 40 or
50 bombs at the patrol making a barrage from CHARING CROSS north to 64S. the patrol
however returned without casualties. Another patrol out in front of the CULVERT discovered
enemy wiring party in front of his trenches north of the old crater. The patrol opened on this
party with rifle grenades and Lewis gun with apparent good result. This patrol also report
flares being fired from our old Post No.7. Trenches and Works. A party of 6 were seen
working in trench at I.18.b.4.7½. At 6.a.m. 2 men were seen with picks and shovels entering
CHATEAU at I.18.b.5.8. Our artillery made two direct hits on this building at 4.30.p.m.
Aircraft. Inactive. One enemy plane was seen over our lines between 5.30 p.m. and 6.p.m.
CASUALTIES :- P.P.C.L.I. 1 OR. wdd. 42nd Bn. 1 OR. k'd and 2 OR. wdd. 49th Bn. 4
OR. wdd.

Sun, Aug 6, 1916 LEFT SECTOR YPRES SALIENT, FLANDERS, BELGIUM
FINE & WARM.
Artillery. Artillery fire on both sides was fairly quiet during the day. YEOMANRY POST,
MAPLE COPSE and trenches 47,48,49,50,51,53 and 68 were shelled by the enemy with
15.cm. and 77.mm. but no damage is recorded. Sniping. Very quiet. One of our snipers
claims to have killed one of enemy and several periscopes were broken. M.G. & Rifle fire.
Quiet throughout the day but became more active at dusk and dawn. Bombing. Between
2.p.m. and 2.30.p.m. enemy trench mortars were active on our trenches 47-49 doing
considerable damage and inflicting 5 casualties. Rifle grenades of a heavy calibre were also
used in his bombardment. Trench mortar emplacements suspected at I.24.d.9.4½ and
I.30.c.5.5½. Bombs were also thrown at trenches 47,48,48s, and HALIFAX STREET.
Observation Post. I.30.b.4.6. Reports little movement in enemy's lines, working party of six
were seen throwing earth from trench at I.30.d.0.8. Much work has been done around here
recently and at I.30.b.7.2. Enemy's wire in front of his our O.P. appears to be strong.
O.P. at I.30.b.2½.7.Considerable wicker revetting lying around on ground at bearing 228° to
232° from O.P. Much new work in enemy's front line at 188° from our O.P.
O.P. I.30.b.4.6. Other O.P's report movements in various parts of enemy's lines of small
parties. Men were seen in BODMIN COPSE several times during the day. and two men were
seen observing and sketching at J.19.c.4.9. (approx). Aircraft. fairly active patrolling during
the day. Some of our machines were brought under heavy anti-aircraft gun fire but this proved
ineffective.
Patrols. Right Bn. patrols report enemy very quiet. Seemed to be busy working as trench
tramways could be heard in use and sawing and hammering was going on. A small searchlight
was seen being used by enemy in connection with a bombing attack on left post of Bn. on our
right. A patrol from the Centre Bn. had great difficulty in progressing owing to heavy M.G.
fire and rifle fire but reached a point about 35 yds from enemy's wire. Much loud talking and
laughing was going on and trench tramway was heard in use as well as wagons and limbers. 9
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sentries were also observed from this location over a stretch of about 40 yds. Spent M.G. fire
from direction of HILL 60 was experienced in No-mans-land. Much activity was heard in the
direction of STIRLING CASTLE, where noise of tramways and unloading of limbers could
be heard.
A patrol from the left Bn. discovered a working party of about 100 south east of CHARING
CROSS A stokes gun was brought up to Bombing Post in GOUROCK RD and fired several
rounds into the midst of the party. Much damage appeared to be done.
CASUALTIES :- R.C.R. 2 wdd, 1 self inflicted. 49th Bn. 1 OR. k'd and 9 wdd.

Mon, Aug 7, 1916 LEFT SECTOR YPRES SALIENT, FLANDERS, BELGIUM
Fine & Cloudy.
Artillery. There was little artillery firing on either side of importance. Trenches 47-51 were
shelled intermittently throughout the day but did no damage. RUDKIN HOUSE,
SANCTUARY WOOD, LOVERS LANE & VIGO ST were also shelled with the same result.
The shells were H.E., 77.mm. and shrapnel.
.BOMBING & RIFLE GRENADES. trenches 47.51 were bombarded throughout the day
with large trench mortars and rifle grenades. Practically no damage range being chiefly too
long – no casualties. Some bombs were thrown at our post opposite trench 59; we retaliated
with Mills rifle grenades six appearing to fall directly in the trench. Enemy seemed disturbed
at this and threw bombs into his own wire.
M.G. & RIFLE FIRE. Active at 9.45.p.m. our guns in centre sub-sector firing 2,000 rds
traversing enemy's parapet, during the night. SNIPING. Very little – our snipers
smashed 4 periscopes.
ATTITUDE. Enemy appeared very quiet.
TRENCHES & WORKS. An O.P. is suspected on crest of hill opposite sap "D" – it is wired
in. Two bombing posts are suspected opposite sap "B". Wire opposite trenches 47-51 reported
to be fairly heavy, reaching quite close to enemy's parapet in places. The ground between
trenches opposite sap "D" is full of old wire partly buried. A gap appears to be in enemy's
wire at end of short sap 202° T.B. for I.30.b.2½.7. A loophole plate was seen in gap. Wire in
front of O.P. opposite MT. SORREL appears to be thick and bunched in places as if old wire
had been collected and thrown on the regular wiring.
New work seen in sap between I.30.b.2.0½ and I.30.b.2.2. also at I.30.b.4.0. An emplacement
was observed in enemy's 2nd line with long loopholes in bottom of it. This is located about
170° T.B. from our O.P. at I.30.b.4.6.
A new trench appears to have been dug from upper WARRINGTON AVE to his post in old
trench 61 towards junction of GOUROCK & GORDON RDS. New earth was seen
practically all the way & revetting material is lying around in places. No signs of this new
work to north of GOUROCK RD. Parties were seen carrying timber & wire between
6.30.a.m. and 7.15.a.m. at points I.30.d.9.1 and I.30.d.6.9. Several other parties were seen
passing this spot between 7.30.a.m. and 8.30.a.m. Transport [inserted: was] heard on the
MENIN RD at intervals during the night.
PATROLS. A patrol from right Bn out in front of trenches 47-55 and 56 report enemy very
quiet and rifle fire below normal. Searchlight was seen at 125° T.B. from junction of trenches
54-5 A signalling lamp was seen some two miles in rear of enemy's lines at 155° T.B. from
same place. Patrol from centre Bn. investigated enemy's B. post in trench 61. Thick
continuous wire runs from this post to enemy's old front line and it is believed there is a new
trench behind this wire as talking etc. was heard. Six of enemy were seen at B.P. Material was
heard being dumped in rear of enemy's lines at 2.a.m.


